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From: @defence.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 3 June 2025 2:54 PM

To:

Cc: SEG Infrastructure EE DEPAC Projects; EPBC Referrals; EAD South WA

Subject: Defence Response: Invitation to comment on Referral – Defence - (EPBC 

2025/10161), Marine survey of the Bunbury continental shelf, WA [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL

Hi  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed action: (EPBC 2025/10161), Marine survey of 
the Bunbury continental shelf, WA. 

Defence is concerned that neither the referral, or the Offshore Energy Infrastructure Act 2021 (OEI Act) 
consultations with respect to the proposed Bunbury Offshore Renewable Energy Area include any mention of the 
Department of Defence as a stakeholder. The declared area overlaps almost entirely with a portion of the Western 
Australia Exercise Area (WAXA). If the proposal progresses this will require consultation with Defence stakeholders 
to ensure both operational impacts and marine environmental impacts are managed.  
Thank you 

If this comment will be used beyond decision input or informing the proponent, please contact DEPAC for approval.

 
Environmental Planning Officer
Environmental Planning Assessment and Compliance | Environment and Engineering Branch 
Infrastructure Division | Security and Estate Group 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

 

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised 
communication and dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If 
you have received this email in error, you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email 
immediately.

OFFICIAL 

From: EPBC Referrals   
Sent: Monday, 19 May 2025 1:26 PM 
To: @defence.gov.au>; SEG Infrastructure EE DEPAC Projects 
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@defence.gov.au>;  

@defence.gov.au> 
Subject: Invitation to comment on Referral – Defence - (EPBC 2025/10161), Marine survey of the Bunbury 
continental shelf, WA [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

 Date: 19 May 2025

EPBC Ref: 2025/10161

Directorate of Environmental Planning, 

Assessment and Compliance (DEPAC) 

EPBC contact: 

 

@dcceew.gov.au; Department of Defence

 

 

Dear  

Invitation To Comment on Referral 
Marine survey of the Bunbury continental shelf, offshore Bunbury, between Dawesville and 
Cape Naturaliste, WA 

Project industry type: Science and Research 

I am writing to you, as the delegated contact for the Minister for Defence, The Hon. Richard Marles 
MP, in relation to consultation on actions being assessed under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

The Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (the Department) has 
received a referral of a proposed action from University of Western Australia for consideration under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

The Department is currently undertaking an assessment to decide whether this proposed action 
requires approval under the EPBC Act before it can proceed. The referral may be viewed or copied 
from the Department’s website, https://epbcpublicportal.environment.gov.au/open-for-comments/
1. 

I am writing to invite you to provide any relevant information as to whether you consider the proposed 
action is likely to have a significant impact on any of the matters protected under the EPBC Act.  

In accordance with the EPBC Act, we need to receive your response by 3 June 2025. Please quote the 
title of the action and EPBC reference, as shown at the beginning of this letter, in any 
correspondence. You can send information to the Department: 

by letter  
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South WA Assessments Section 
Environment Assessments West (WA, SA and NT) Branch           
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

 
 

by email

If you have any questions about this process, please contact  and quote EPBC 
2025/10161 . 

For your information, the Department has published an Environmental Impact Assessment Client 
Service Charter (the Charter) which outlines its commitments when undertaking environmental 
impact assessments under the EPBC Act. A copy of the Charter can be found at: 
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/about/commitment/client-service-charter 1. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Director 
Referrals Gateway 

1 The Department recommends the use of Microsoft Edge, Google Chrome or Safari browsers to 
access these portals. 

OFFICIAL 

------ IMPORTANT - This email and any attachments have been issued by the Commonwealth of Australia (Commonwealth). The material transmitted is for the 
use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential, legally privileged, copyright or personal information. You should not copy, use or disclose it 
without authorisation from the Commonwealth. It is your responsibility to check any attachments for viruses and defects before opening or forwarding them. If 
you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender of this email at once by return email and then delete both messages. Unintended recipients must not 
copy, use, disclose, rely on or publish this email or attachments. The Commonwealth is not liable for any loss or damage resulting from unauthorised use or 
dissemination of, or any reliance on, this email or attachments. If you have received this e-mail as part of a valid mailing list and no longer want to receive a 
message such as this one, advise the sender by return e-mail accordingly. This notice should not be deleted or altered ------ 
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