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The Hon Jason Clare MP
Mimister for Education

RefEigiios MEZ1-000195

Professar Mary O°Kane AC
{hair, Australian Liniversities Accord Pane]
Agrord Secretariat
Depariment of Education
GO Box 9880
CANBERRA ACT 2601 By email: 847F
oo AusimalisnLUniversitics Accord deducation.gov.au

1 any writing to reques
consider making recaly
Cammonweaiih suppots

he Ausaralian Universifies Accord Panal (the Panel] urgencly
datsnns regarding the Government's 20,000 addizional
places election commiment in the Panel's fnal sepert,

As part of the 202223 Budget the Government committed 4o deliver 20,000 commencing
Commuonwealh Supported Plases (CSPs) in 2023 and 2024, The measure aims to tackle
iills shoctages and give mone students from uirder-tepresented backgrownds the chanes 1o go
1o uriversity.

Recent economic conditions and a strong labour market have bed to a significart softening of
demand for higher education. 4% a conssquence, many bi gher education providers thay
reogived these additionsl CSPs have been unable to Fill them in 2023 Sofiening demand fer
higher education iooks likely 1o persist in 2024,

Ingreasing higher education atainment semaiis orical w addressing he nation’s long=terin
skills needs, [t is therefore imporiant that the goals of this measure sre still achieved.

Actions to address the isse of unused plages from this measure will be affected by Pancl
mweommendations For fulurs funding settings snd aecessibility for students from under-
sepresenced backgrounds, In this consext, 1 sequest that you consider and advise on options o
defiver on the intznt of the 20,000 places measure w the Panel’s bnal repor.

[ thank vou and the Panel for your urgent consideration of this matter.
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