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Dear Senator 

Letter of clarification of answers submitted to the Senate Community Affairs 
Legislation Committee 

I am writing to amend answers provided by the Department of Social Services to the 
Committee relating to three questions on notice: 

• SQ18-000236 on 16 July 2018, which relates to the Social Services Legislation

Amendment (Welfare Reform) Act 2018, and

• SQ18-00232 on 16 July 2018 and SQ18-000513 on 6 December 2018, relating

to the Pension Loans Scheme.

SQ18-000236 - Social Services Legislation Amendment (Welfare Reform) Act 
2018. 

Based on transposing positive/negatives in front of figures, the submitted Question on 
Notice relating to the financial impact of the Social Services Legislation Amendment 
(Welfare Reform) Act 2018 provided figures that suggested Schedule 16 is a savings 
measure. I wish to amend that response to insert the correct positive/negative values. 

The correct response showing Schedule 16 as an expense measure is shown below. 

Schedule 2016-17 201-7-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 
($m) ($m) ($m) ($m) ($m) 

16- Streamlining Tax File -0.2 -6.0 0.2 0.3 0.3 

Number Collection

SQ18-000232 and SQ18-000513 - Pension Loans Scheme 

These questions asked for an estimate of the return to Government from the interest 
charged on the Scheme over the next four years, given an interest rate of 5.25 per cent. 

The answer provided by the Department of $2.65 million is incorrect. The correct figure 
is $3.18 million. 

GPO Box 9820 Canberra ACT 2601 

Email• Facsimile• Telephone 1300 653 227 

National Relay Service: TTY: 133 677, Speak and listen: 1300 555 727, Internet relay: www.relayservice.com.au 

www.dss.gov.au 






