2003-04 BUDGET ESTIMATES SUPPLEMENTARY HEARING

IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL AND INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO 

QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE – 4 NOVEMBER 2003

	No.
	Hansard Page No.
	Senator
	Output
	Information/Material to be Provided
	Responsible Agency/Branch

	1. 
	47
	Wong
	Internal Product
	Provide details of the consultancies undertaken in 2002-03, who undertook the work, the purpose of the consultancy and the outcomes of the consultancy, as outlined at page 141 of the annual report.
	Property and Performance Improvement Branch

	2. 
	Written
	Carr
	Internal Product
	Non-Ongoing Employees

1. How many employees are employed as a non-ongoing employee in each year of the previous 6 years?

2. What percentage of total agency employees are non-ongoing employees for each of these years? 

3. How many of these have been employed for more than 1 year as a non-ongoing employee? 

4. How many of these have been employed for more than 2 years as a non-ongoing employee?

5. How many of these have been employed for more than 3 year as a non-ongoing employee?

6. How many employees were employed on fixed-term contracts, in each year of the previous 6 years?

7. What percentage of the total number of employees is this for each of these years? 

8. What was the percentage of total employees for contract employees, for each year of the previous 6 years? 

9. How many employees were employed on fixed term contracts at each classification level, for each year of the past six years?

10. How many employees on a fixed term contract, for each year of the past six years, have been employed more than once on a fixed term contract?  Please provide details of position classification in each instance.  


	Human Resource Management Branch

	3. 
	Written
	Carr
	Internal Product
	Work-life balance issues have been identified as important for the public service. The March 2003 Management Advisory Committee report Organisational Renewal discussed workforce planning issues, stating:

As the labour market tightens into the future, there will be increased pressure on attracting the skills required and maintaining competitive remuneration packages which support effective recruitment at the base grade and lateral levels. 

Employment conditions and the capacity for work/life balance will be an important element of such packages, and may offer APS agencies a competitive edge …

Increased flexibility in working patterns and arrangements will be an important part of the response to the demographic changes, recognising the life stage dynamics influencing workforce participation.

The APS has been a leader in providing family friendly work practices (e.g. part-time work, flexible working hours, home based work, purchased leave) and needs to continue in this role through flexible conditions and supportive management approaches as part of its attraction and retention strategy.

In light of the MAC report, the following questions are asked of each department:

1)
What has been the department’s response to the MAC report to date?

2)
Which issues identified in the MAC report have been identified as priority areas for the department?

3)
What family friendly or work-life balance initiatives: 

a)
exist in the department;

b)
are available to staff through the certified agreement; or

c)
are contained in the certified agreement, but the granting of them in individual cases is discretionary on the part of the organisation.

4)
What family friendly or work-life balance initiatives has the department introduced in, or since, the implementation of the department’s most recent certified agreement?

5) With respect to certified agreement-based family friendly or work-life balance provisions:

a)
What number and proportion of departmental staff are making use of such provisions in areas including:

i)
purchased leave (also known as 48/52 schemes);

ii)
negotiated part-time work arrangements;

iii)
parental leave;

iv)
use of information, advice or counselling services made available by the department;

v)
departmental provision of facilities (such as family care facilities);

vi)
home based work;

	Human Resource Management Branch

	4. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.1
	Why is an application for a protection visa counted as a ‘risk’ factor for visitor visas?
	Temporary Entry Branch

	5. 
	Written
	Crossin
	1.1
	Visa Requirements for Overseas Students: 

At a meeting earlier this year, TAFE Directors Australia (TDA) made recommendations regarding the expansion of  TAFE to bring in more overseas students :

· Has DIMIA had any approach either from TDA or DEST to look at changing visa requirements for potential overseas TAFE students, in particular any request for reducing visa fees; easing entry requirements more in line with overseas university students; improving the service to potential clients; more transparency in communicating decisions to applicants?

· Is there any data available which we could be given showing the numbers of overseas students who breach visa conditions whilst studying in Australia during the last two years?

· What is the cost of handling overseas student visa applications and the revenue gained from these fees?


	Temporary Entry Branch

	6. 
	44
	Wong
	1.2
	What proportion of the visa grants following intervention under section 417 in August and September 2003 were East Timorese?
	Onshore Protection Branch

	7. 
	45
	Wong
	1.2
	How many of the East Timorese matters are currently before the minister?
	Onshore Protection Branch

	8. 
	63
	Sherry
	1.2
	Approximately how many people are returning to Iraq?
	Onshore Protection Branch

	9. 
	66
	Sherry
	1.2
	Provide the location of people on TPVs by postcode.
	Onshore Protection Branch

	10. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.2
	1. What are the number of protection visa applications made by people in the community for each year since 1993-2003?

2. What is the number of visa overstayers, compared to the number of protection visa applications made for each year since 1993 - 2003 made in the community? i.e. not applications made in detention centres.

3. What are the most common visas categories that people are on, when they make the application for a protection visa?

4. What percentages of visa overstayers who apply for asylum are successful?

5. What is the average length of time people are in Australia on other visas before they make their protection visa applications?

6. Over the past 10 years, for each year, what numbers of applicants for permanent protection visas have applied within 45 days and been granted work rights and Medicare?

7. Over the past 10 years, for each year, what number of applicants for protection visas have applied after the 45 day ruling and not been granted work rights or Medicare?

8. Over the past 10 years, for each year, what number of applicants have been supported under the Asylum Seeker Assistance Scheme?

9. How many recipients of ASAS have absconded for each year over the last ten years?


	Onshore Protection Branch

	11. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.2
	TEMPORARY PROTECTION VISAS  

1. Has DIMIA consulted with the governments of Afghanistan and Iraq about the safety of returning refugees?

2. What advice has DIMIA received about this?

3. Has DIMIA received any advice regarding the return of unaccompanied minors and single women and their families to Afghanistan?

What resources are used when determining the current situation in Afghanistan and Iraq as being safe for return of those previously determined to be refugees?

4. How much has been spent on staff training for the reassessment?

5. How much has been spent on staff training for interview?

6. Is funding provided for legal advice for holders of TPV’s who are reapplying for protection?

7. If they are IAAS funded, how many clients does the department fund them for and how many does the department expect will be able to be assisted given the time constraints.


	Onshore Protection Branch

	12. 
	Written
	Crossin
	1.2
	East Timorese Asylum Seekers 

1. How many East Timorese asylum seekers are currently living in Darwin and/or the Northern Territory?

2. Have any of the East Timorese asylum seekers in the Northern Territory received letters advising permanent residence? If so how many?

3. How many of these East Timorese Asylum Seekers have been granted permanent residency?

4. Under what visa class has residency been granted?

5. Have any of these letters indicated that residency has been granted under “Class XB/Subclass 202 Global Special Humanitarian (Offshore-permanent) Visas”? 

6. What are the conditions of this visa class?

7. How many requests for permanent residency are still outstanding? 

8. How many of  these have made a special request  to  Minister to intervene?

9. When will these people be advised of their request? 


	Onshore Protection Branch

	13. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.2 and 1.3
	COSTS   

1. What was the number of  boat arrivals since 2001–2003?

2. How many claimed asylum?

3. What percentage were finally successful in their application after being unsuccessful in the first instance?

4. What was the cost for:  

interception

detention

appeals – primary, RRT, Federal, High Court  

5. How many of the decisions made by DIMIA were overturned in the  RRT, or remitted by the Federal Court and High Court?

6. How many of the decisions to remit by the Federal and High Court were appealed by the Minister. 


	Onshore Protection Branch and 

Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	14. 
	53
	Sherry
	1.3
	Have you found Mr Brigitte’s entry card? Has that been checked?
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	15. 
	69
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown as to where the ‘other facilities’ are and the number of persons held there.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	16. 
	70
	Kirk
	1.3
	Do you know what the longest period of time that someone has been held in detention is?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	17. 
	71
	Kirk
	1.3
	How many children have been born in detention centres in the past four years?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	18. 
	71
	Kirk
	1.3
	How many children have been held in detention for more than two years?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	19. 
	71
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown of the figures on the length of time in detention into adults and children.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	20. 
	72
	Kirk
	1.3
	Have there been any children reported as self-harming in the past three years?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	21. 
	72
	Scullion
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown of the 33 cases of self-harm.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	22. 
	75-76
	Allison
	1.3
	Quantify the reasons detainees give for choosing not to go into the Regional Housing Projects (RHP).
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	23. 
	76
	Allison
	1.3
	On average, how much per capita was the cost of housing children with foster carers and of housing detainees in community care facilities such as those organised by churches and church organisations?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	24. 
	76-77
	Allison
	1.3
	How long have a mother and daughter been at the motel and why is the cost $80,348?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	25. 
	77
	Allison
	1.3
	What are the security arrangements on the ground at the motel?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	26. 
	77
	Allison
	1.3
	Can you explain why $230,000 was spent during June 2003 on motels in Western Australia when the figure as at 23 July which you gave me earlier suggests that there were only two detainees kept in hotel-motel accommodation and these were both in South Australia, not in Western Australia?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	27. 
	77
	Allison
	1.3
	How do you assess the costs that are cited for general costs, $605,207 overall, for June 2003, in regard to the new facilities being constructed?  You depreciate those buildings over what period of time?  What is the make-up of that $605,207?
	Detention Contract and Infrastructure Branch

	28. 
	78
	Allison 
	1.3
	In relation to RHPs, provide the committee with the rules of engagement, as it were, on what detainees can and cannot do, how often and so forth.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	29. 
	78-79
	Allison
	1.3
	How many children currently in detention are on medication for mental illness, what is the number of incidents of mental illness amongst children and how many detainees are on sleeping tablets?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	30. 
	79
	Allison
	1.3
	Provide a response to the statement in the National Rural Health Alliance newsletter of September 2003 that with the Australasian Correctional Management (ACM) there is ‘A culture of profit, lack of transparent accountability, conflict of interest (the source of the distress provides the service that purports to treat it) and resulting compromises of professional ethics, affect all health treatment decisions.’
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	31. 
	85
	Marshall
	1.3
	How many of the people in detention centres are asylum seekers as opposed to other groups of people, such as those who are about to be removed for other purposes?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	32. 
	86
	Crossin
	1.3
	How much of the cost over the last two years has gone directly into services provided by Christmas Island, ie where you might directly purchase a service on the island?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	33. 
	86
	Crossin
	1.3
	How many Christmas Island people are currently employed?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	34. 
	86
	Crossin
	1.3
	What was the cost of flying in staff to the Christmas Island IRPC for the most recent group of arrivals?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	35. 
	87-88
	Crossin 
	1.3
	What is the current cost of maintaining the Coonawarra facility? What is the current amount of money that has been expended to date in building that facility? Provide a breakdown of what has been spent to date in building that centre.
	Detention Contract and Infrastructure Branch

	36. 
	88
	Crossin
	1.3
	Have you had a letter from the Department of Defence about the possible sale of Coonawarra?
	Detention Contract and Infrastructure Branch

	37. 
	88-89
	Crossin
	1.3
	What approaches has DIMIA had to release Coonawarra for community use?
	Detention Contract and Infrastructure Branch

	38. 
	89
	Crossin
	1.3
	Has the Department had some discussions with the Department of Defence about overcoming the problem of access to community groups?
	Detention Contract and Infrastructure Branch

	39. 
	89
	Crossin
	1.3
	Are illegal fishermen still being processed through the Foskey pavilion at the showgrounds and how many have been processed through the showgrounds since 1 January this year and on what dates?
	Detention Contract and Infrastructure Branch

	40. 
	90
	Scullion
	1.3
	Provide an update of the training provided to detention centre security guards.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	41. 
	92
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the quarterly performance assessment.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	42. 
	95
	Ludwig
	1.3
	When was the department first notified about this boat – at what time and by what means?
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	43. 
	95
	Ludwig
	1.3
	When was the Minister notified, the time, and by whom?  In addition, what action was then taken? 
	Compliance and Analysis Branch 

	44. 
	95
	Ludwig
	1.3
	When were the regulations introduced, gazetted or signed, as the case may be?
	Visa Framework Branch

	45. 
	95
	Ludwig
	1.3
	What was the time, the longitude and latitude of the boat when it was first picked up, spotted or identified and the means by which that was done?
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	46. 
	96
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to the reintegration packages for Afghans, are those figures for people returned under the initial $2,000 package?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	47. 
	97
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the passenger card.
	Entry Policy and Systems Branch

	48. 
	97
	Sherry
	1.3
	What was the cost to Treasury for the printing job?
	Entry Policy and Systems Branch

	49. 
	98
	Sherry
	1.3
	How many cards were left over?  On 1 July the new cards came in and, presumably, there was a batch of old cards left?
	Entry Policy and Systems Branch

	50. 
	99
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to a stateless Bedouin who was removed from Australia in July 2003, advise which state authorised the movement and the purchase of a ticket or whether it was done centrally and who authorised it.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	51. 
	101
	Sherry
	1.3
	Who was the manager of Port Hedland detention centre when Mr Mahtar was deported twice from Australia on a false Iraqi passport?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	52. 
	101
	Sherry
	1.3
	Who held Mr Mahtar’s passport: Mr Mahtar or the detention centre administration?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	53. 
	103
	Sherry
	1.3
	Did a DIMIA official in Port Hedland provide advice on Mr Mahtar’s documentation and help organise the ticket, if so, who was that official?
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	54. 
	103
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide a copy of a certificate of identity.
	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	55. 
	106
	Bartlett
	1.3
	In relation to people being deported under section 501, are there any figures on trends and whether there are greater numbers of people?
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	56. 
	108
	Ludwig
	1.3
	How was the decision made with regards to who would accompany Mr Brigitte to Paris?
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	57. 
	109
	Ludwig
	1.3
	Who paid for the flight for Mr Brigitte?
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	58. 
	109
	Ludwig
	1.3
	Was the airline advised as to who Mr Brigitte was?  What airline was it?
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	59. 
	109
	Ludwig
	1.3
	Did the immigration department make arrangements with the French immigration department for the receipt of Mr Brigitte, the arrangement of any custody or detention of Mr Brigitte or is the department aware of what the arrangements were?
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	60. 
	110
	Sherry
	1.3
	Did Mr Brigitte travel economy and was he handcuffed?
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	61. 
	110
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown of the sex trafficking cases referred to the AFP by year.
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	62. 
	114
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide a list of where compliance officers are posted overseas.
	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	63. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.3
	WOOMERA 

1. Can the Senate be advised of the number and dates of recorded incidents of self-harm inflicted by detainees at Woomera in the period between 1999-2003? 

2. Can the Senate be advised of the number and dates of recorded incidents of attempted suicide by detainees at Woomera in the period between 1999-2003? 

3. Can the Senate be advised of the number and dates of recorded incidents of self-harm or attempted suicide by children at Woomera in the period between 1999-2003?

4. Can the Senate be advised of the number and dates of transfer of detainees from Woomera to the Woomera Base hospital in the period between 1999-2003?

	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	64. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.3
	1. What is DIMIA's definition of a "visa overstayer"?

2. What is the most common risk profile of a visa overstayer?


	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	65. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.3
	1. How many people, who have made protection visas claims, have absconded from detention - for each year between 1993- 2002? 

2. From which IDC and IRPC’s did people abscond from, and how many from each in what year?


	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	66. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.3
	1. Does the Department have any figures on people who are living in Australia on bridging visas who have become homeless?

2. What system does the Department have in place to ensure that people that may be potentially homeless as a result being on Bridging Visa E can report into DIMIA offices and keep in contact?


	Visa Framework Branch

	67. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.3
	CHRISTMAS ISLAND 

1. How many detainees are on Christmas island?

2. How long have they been there?

3. What is the status of their application?

4. How many children are on Christmas Island?

5. What educational facilities are being used by these children?

6. What access do these people have to legal advice?


	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

	68. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.3
	DEPORTATION  

1. How many people are currently subject to a deportation order on character grounds?

2. What is the average length of time of residence in Australia?

3. What is the average age of arrival in Australia?

4. What avenue or process is open to these people to appeal a decision to deport them?

5. What advice is given to these people regarding this process?

6. What was the average length of time served in prison preceding deportation orders?

7. How many have been deported from Australia under section 501, 200 and 201?


	Compliance and Analysis Branch

	69. 
	Written
	Bartlett
	1.3 and 1.5
	HEALTH  IN DETENTION INCLUDING NAURU

1. How many people have been released from Detention who are not on visas which allow them access to social security or Medicare?  

2. How many people with disabilities are currently in detention offshore and onshore?  By detention centre include Nauru and Christmas Island.

3. How many with severe or chronic mental illness offshore and onshore?  

4. How many detainees are on antidepressants?  

5. How many detainees are regularly given medication to sleep?  

6. Can we have an age and gender breakdown on those numbers? 


	Unauthorised Arrivals and Detention Operations Branch

and

Offshore Asylum Seeker Management Branch

	70. 
	118
	Bartlett
	1.5
	In relation to Nauru, do you have or are able to get from medical staff any figures on the extent of mental illness amongst the detainees?
	Offshore Asylum Seeker Management Branch

	71. 
	121
	Sherry
	2.1
	Provide a copy of the terms of reference of the high-level task force announced by the Minister on 27 May.
	Settlement Branch

	72. 
	122
	Sherry
	2.1
	When did the task force commence?
	Settlement Branch

	73. 
	122-123
	Sherry
	2.1
	Provide a document outlining the achievements since the release of the review of settlement services and whether they involve any new funding or reprioritising of existing funding.  Indicate, in approximate figures, where there has been additional funding and provide information where it involves a reallocation and where there is an estimate.
	Settlement Branch

	74. 
	123
	Sherry
	2.1
	Have there been any discussions held with the states on joint funding models, cost sharing or issues of that type?
	Settlement Branch

	75. 
	125
	Sherry
	2.1
	Provide further detail of the additional funding for IHSS.
	Settlement Branch

	76. 
	5
	Crossin
	3.1
	Provide a copy of the press release that announced the four remaining COAG trial sites
	Indigenous Community Coordination Taskforce

	77. 
	8
	Crossin
	3.1
	Provide a copy of the COAG framework for reporting on Indigenous disadvantage.
	Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs

	78. 
	8
	Crossin
	3.1
	Provide a diagram of the COAG reporting responsibilities
	Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs

	79. 
	11
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	Will some conditions apply to the funding of the Cape York credit union?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	80. 
	23
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	When was the decision made to use the PinPlan product?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	81. 
	12
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	Why has there been a significant increase in the estimates salaries since 2001-02.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	82. 
	13
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	What is the breakdown for the ATSIC salaries in the on-costs?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	83. 
	13
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	Do you know exactly how many ATSIC staff have been employed and at what salary level?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	84. 
	14
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	Have other Indigenous organisations been affected by this new policy that has been established since 1 September?  What I am after is organisations that might have been promised funding under ATSIC and have now been told to reapply because ATSIS are evaluating and looking at the grants.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	85. 
	16
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	Provide the criteria for allocating the 1,000 CDEP places.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	86. 
	16
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	I understand that we were advised that ATSIC had begun negotiating with DEWR and FaCS around these Commonwealth agencies linking funding to support some formal training opportunities for CDEP participants.  Is that occurring? Where is that initiative at?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	87. 
	18
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	In relation to the CDEP, of those who did provide reasons for dropping out, the percentages you gave us did not add up.  Is that because of the inconsistency in the data?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	88. 
	19
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	How much does a CDEP participant earn per fortnight?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	89. 
	20
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	Provide details of the travel budgets for senior ATSIC bureaucrats and the amount of travel moneys paid to those bureaucrats over the last three years.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services

	90. 
	22
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	In relation to the ATSIC Review, provide a breakdown of what money has been spent and on what that money has been spent.
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	91. 
	22
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Is the report in the Australian newspaper on 15 September that the cost of the review has blown out to over $1 million correct?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	92. 
	24
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	In relation to the PinPlan product, was there a tendering process for the purchase of this sort of product and, if not, why not?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	93. 
	24
	Crossin 
	ATSIC
	Is it correct that goods over the value of $30,000 must be sought via a public tender process?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission

	94. 
	27
	Wong
	MARA
	How many repeat registration applications were received in the last 12 months?
	Migration Agents Registration Authority

	95. 
	28
	Wong
	MARA
	Provide a copy of the questions that are asked when an applicant applies for initial registration.
	Migration Agents Registration Authority

	96. 
	31
	Wong
	MARA
	How many instances of related transactions have you become aware of?
	Migration Agents Registration Authority

	97. 
	33
	Wong
	MARA
	Provide a list of the various grounds of applications for initial or repeat registration in the last financial year and the year to date and of the grounds of rejection.
	Migration Agents Registration Authority

	98. 
	37
	Wong
	RRT
	How many applications for judicial review were remitted to the High Court?
	Refugee Review Tribunal

	99. 
	37
	Wong
	RRT
	How many court cases were remitted back to the RRT for a further hearing on the initial decision?
	Refugee Review Tribunal

	100. 
	37
	Wong
	RRT
	What is the status of the East Timorese applications?
	Refugee Review Tribunal

	101. 
	39
	Wong
	RRT
	What was the price per case over the last three financial years?
	Refugee Review Tribunal

	102. 
	Written
	Sherry
	1.1
	SKILLED/FAMILY MIGRATION

The non-humanitarian program has reached record levels with 2002-03 annual report showing 66,000 in the skilled stream and nearly 41,000 in the family stream.

· Can the Department provide figures for both the Skilled stream and the Family stream for the last financial year of the country of origin of the successful applicants?

· Can the Department provide the same figures for unsuccessful applicants?

· Can the Department provide an update on the number of applications for the new Professional Development Visa since its introduction earlier this year, and how many visas have been granted?

· Can the Department give details of how many Contributory Parent Visas have been applied for and granted since their introduction?  Which countries have these applications been made from?

· Please provide figures for the past financial year on numbers in each of the Regional Skilled Migration programs (by each program type) and the locations (by Electorate if possible) of where these have been granted.

· Has there been a recent review or evaluation of the current Regional Skilled Migration programs?  If so, can a copy be provided?  If not, is one being planned or underway?


	Migration Branch

and

Temporary Entry Branch



	103. 
	Written
	Sherry
	1.2
	TPV Holders

How many TPV holders have so far been given permanent residency status? 


	Onshore Protection Branch

	104. 
	Written
	Sherry
	1.2
	Afghan TPV Holders in Albany

In relation to Afghan TPV holders currently living and working in Albany:

· no. of people (breakdown by age/gender)

· how many of them are ethnically Hazaras?

· how many have now been reassessed and how many have been successful?

· What are the reasons for negative decisions?

· How many representations have been made to the Minister about the Afghan refugees in Albany?  How many of these have been answered?


	Onshore Protection Branch

	105. 
	Written
	Sherry
	1.2
	TPV Holders – move to New Zealand

· How many TPV holders and other asylum seekers have now gone to NZ?

· What is the main reason for them moving to NZ?

· Is there an official agreement between the Australian and New Zealand governments about accepting asylum seekers and/or TPV holders from Australia?

· Is it correct that once a TPV holder moves to New Zealand they have no ability to return to Australia?

· Can we have copies of any official agreements or correspondence regarding this issue?


	Onshore Protection Branch

	106. 
	Written
	Sherry
	1.2
	· Why did the Government attempt to introduce a change to the TPV regime to abolish the 7 day rule?

· How many asylum seekers would be affected by this rule change?

· Since the Regulations were disallowed, has there been any intention to move separate Regulations to deal with this issue?

· If this 7 day rule stays in place, how does the Department intend to assess/prove that people did in fact spend more than 7 days in a transit country?

· How will they prove that the asylum seeker did in fact have access to protection in this other country, or that they were able to make such an application?
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	1.2
	Of the 10% who did not prove refugee claims:

· What was the actual number of people found not to be refugees?

· What were the primary reasons for their claims failing?

· How many were able to show discrimination or threat, not amounting to persecution under Geneva convention – ie enough to make them flee, but not enough to gain protection in Australia?

· How many had claims of persecution which were not accepted on the basis that situations had changed since they fled – ie Afghans whose claims were based on persecution by the Taliban?

· What countries were the rest of this ten percent from?

· Are these countries that the Department would normally have expected to not be source countries for successful refugee applications?

· How long did it take to assess the rest of these people as failing refugee claims?

· Has the Department been developing any more cost effective ways of ensuring that the handful of non-refugees are sorted from refugees?
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	1.2 and 1.3
	Children in Detention

· Can the Minister advise how many of the successful nine out of 10 claims for protection were families with children

· Was there a differential success rate between people arriving with children and those arriving without children
· how many court cases is DIMIA currently involved in related to the detention of children?
· What sort of resourcing is being made available within the Department to deal with these cases?
· Is there an upper limit that the Government is prepared to spend defending their decision to keep children in detention?
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	1.2 and 1.3
	IRANIAN ASYLUM SEEKERS

· How many Iranian asylum seekers have been advised of their likely deportation to Iran?

· How many Iranian detainees have taken a voluntary package for repatriation? How many have refused?

· Has the agreement with the Iranian government been invoked?

· Now that Australia has met its side of the bargain and provided the new class of work visas, how many involuntary returns has Iran agreed to?

· How many of the Iranians in detention now are of the Sabbean Mandean sect?

· On what grounds have people of the Sabbean Mandean sect been denied refugee status?

· Is there an assessment of the extent of the discrimination they face and how that differs from persecution? 

· Have other countries provided refugee status to people of the Sabbean Mandean sect? 

· Are there any queues for migration or refugee resettlement that people of the Sabbean Mandean sect can join?

· Has the Department consulted with DFAT about the enforceability of the MOU with Iran? 

· Does DIMIA have a view as to whether the agreements in the MOU amount to the status of a treaty between the two countries? Has this been endorsed by DFAT?  If not, what are the elements which make it not a treaty. If so, has it been provided to the Senates’ scrutiny of treaties committee?
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	1.2 and 1.3 and 1.5
	Processing of Refugee Claims

Figures in Department’s annual report for 2002-2003 show that 90% of boat arrivals between 1999 and 2002 were refugees.

· Can the Department please highlight for the committee how many people arrived and how many have been given protection?

· How many of these were given temporary protection?

· What was the average length of time spent in detention before claims were finalised and protection granted?

· What was the cost of detaining those people who were eventually found to be refugees over this period?

· What was the cost in 2002/03, and estimate for 2003/04, of operating detention centres both here and off-shore?
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	1.3
	Kadem Family

In relation to the Kadem Family (who have just agreed to return to Iraq despite ongoing fears of persecution) please give details of the type of documentation they travelled on when they first left the country, and the documentation they travelled on the second time. 
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	1.3
	Detention Centre Management

· How many riots have occurred at detention centres since March 1996?

· How many other serious incidents have been reported over this time? 

· How does this record compare to the previous five years?
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	1.3
	Vietnamese on Christmas Island

· is it true that all Vietnamese people on Christmas Island have had their claims refused?

· On what basis?

· Did Minister Ruddock’s comments when they first arrived act in any way to pre-judge the decision?
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	1.3
	Alternative Detention Facilities

· Why has the Government made a commitment to providing further alternative detention premises for children and their mothers?  What are the reasons for excluding male family members from these alternative programs?

· How many children have been accommodated in alternative accommodation since the announcement in December 2002?  How many have remained in high security detention during this time?

· Has there been a formal evaluation made of the success of this trial?  Is this publicly available?

· What is the current status of the alternative housing project at Baxter? How many children will be housed here?

· What security measures are in place?

· What are the estimated daily/weekly costs of running this alternative detention model?  How many staff will be employed?

· Are there any other plans in train for similar alternative detention models at other locations? Port Hedland?

· Has the Department responded to the Joint Standing Committee report into conditions at detention centres tabled in October 2003?  Can we have a copy of the response.
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	1.3
	Afghan Asylum Seekers

· How many have returned since the reintegration package for Afghan refugees was announced on 16 December 2002? 

· How many people returned under the initial $2000 package, and how many since then on the lesser amount?

· How many Afghan returnees under the government’s reintegration package have left for a neighbouring country? 

· Is the government aware of the reasons for this happening, ie reunion with families, fear of persecution?  

· Which countries did they go to (and which countries are now shouldering responsibility for their care?)
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	1.3
	Detention Centre Management

1.
Since February 1998 to the present on how many occasions have DIMIA served default notices pursuant to the Detention Services Agreements on Australasian Correctional Services/ Australasian Correctional Management

(ACS/ACM)? What were the reasons and particular IDCs that the default

notices pertained to?

2.
Will the Minister now tender:

·
The default notices;

·
ACM/ACS’s cure plans in response to the default notices;

·
DIMIA’s assessment of ACS/ACM’s cure plans;

·
All documents demonstrating DIMIA’s monitoring and execution of the

defaults notices.

3.
In relation to DIMIA’s FoI responses to the BRW, does ACM claim that it business reputation would cause unreasonable harm to its reputation or is

this a claim that DIMIA asserts on behalf of ACM?

4.
On what date was the Knowledge Enterprises report commissioned by DIMIA on 18 October 2000 on breakouts from the WIRPC and additional incidents provided to (a) DIMIA and specifically (b) the Secretary of DIMIA, William Farmer?

5.
What action did DIMIA undertake to assess and implement the findings and recommendations of the Knowledge Enterprises report?

6.
What other reports did Knowledge Enterprises undertake for an on behalf of DIMIA? What were the findings and recommendations of those subsequent reports and when were they received by DIMIA?

7.
What action did DIMIA undertake to assess and implement the findings and recommendations of these subsequent Knowledge Enterprises report?

8.
Will the Minister now tender:

·
All the Knowledge Enterprises reports into immigration detention centres from October 2000 onwards;

·
All documents encompassing DIMIA’s assessment and implementation of the findings and recommendations of the said Knowledge Enterprises reports

9.
What is the total dollar value of performance-linked fees paid by DIMIA

to ACS/ACM since October 1997 to the present?

10.
What are the actual and projected fees paid to ACS/ACM by DIMIA from October 1997 to January 27, 2004?

11.
Has or is DIMIA’s monitoring of compliance and execution of the ACS

Detention Services Agreement ever been subject to an external and

independent review by either external consultants, the ANAO or any other

body or person since October 1997 to the present?

12.
On whose insistence are parts of the new detention services contract

between Group 4 Falck Global Solutions and the Commonwealth of Australia

(DIMIA) deemed to be ‘commercial in confidence’: Group 4 and/or DIMIA?

13.
What assessments has DIMIA undertaken of the findings, comments and recommendations of the NSW Deputy State Coroner, Carl Milovanovich, into the death at Villawood IDC on 26 September 2001 of Ms Puongtong Simpalee?

14.
Has DIMIA implemented the D/S Coroner’s recommendations and comments and how?

15.
Has ACS/ACM and/or any employee of ACM suffered any penalty on the basis of their treatment of Ms Simaplee at Villawood IDC as disclosed in the coronial inquiry into her death?
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	1.5
	Off Shore Detention Centres

· Please provide updates on the number of people currently in detention centres on Nauru and Manus Island.

· Are reports that one man remained on Manus Island after the detention centre there was officially closed accurate?  Where is this man now?  Who was responsible for his detention on Manus Island?  What has happened to his claim for asylum?

· How many people on Nauru have had their claims fully processed?  Of these how many are eligible for protection in Australia?  How many are waiting return to another country?

· What is the Department’s estimate of how much longer Nauru will be operational as a detention centre?

· Is there any intention to move the remaining detainees to Australian detention centres once their numbers fall below a certain level?  If so, what would be considered the point at which maintaining a centre in Nauru is financially unviable?

· How much does it cost to maintain the IDC on Nauru (per day, per week, per month, per year?)
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	MRT
	Migration Review Tribunal

In relation to the financial year 2002-03:

· How many cases were finalised during the year?

· What was the breakdown between the different visa programs (skilled/family) dealt with by the Tribunal?

· How many referrals to the Minister were made to exercise his powers under s351?

· How many of these resulted in visas being granted?

· What was the overall budget appropriation for the year?

· What does this represent in terms of amount per case? How does this compare to previous years?

· Were there any new and/or emerging themes arising through the year in relation to merit reviews being required for certain visa classes?
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	RRT
	Refugee Review Tribunal

· How many cases were finalised during the year?

· What was the breakdown between the different visa classes (for temporary or permanent protection visas) dealt with by the Tribunal?

· How many referrals to the Minister were made to exercise his powers under s417?

· How many of these resulted in visas being granted?

· What was the overall budget appropriation for the year?

· What does this represent in terms of amount per case?
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	RRT
	Reassessment of TPV Cases by the RRT

· Has the RRT started processing any merits reviews for people whose Temporary Protection Visas have expired?

· What has been the outcome of cases heard to date?

· How many such cases does the RRT estimate it will hear this year? By how much will this increase the current expected caseload?

· Will the RRT revenue increase due to these extra cases?

· Does the RRT see it as efficient for their members to be hearing each of these cases individually?
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