
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Commonwealth of Australia 2019 

 ISBN 978-1-76010-911-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 

3.0 Australia License.  

 
The details of this licence are available on the Creative Commons website: 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/au/. 

 

 

 

Printed by the Senate Printing Unit, Parliament House, Canberra 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/au/


 

i 

 

 

 

 

Format of this report ............................................................................................................. iii 

Abbreviations ........................................................................................................................ iv 

General Information ............................................................................................................... v 

Directory of Committees...................................................................................................... vii 

Committees administered by the Senate Committee Office ............................................... viii 

PART ONE: At a Glance–Legislation and References Committee Activity  

1 January 2018–31 December 2018 ........................................................ 3 

PART TWO:  Consolidated Statistical Overview (Calendar Year)  

1 January 2018–31 December 2018 ........................................................ 7 

PART THREE: Matters Referred and Reports Tabled 2006–2018 (by Committee) ...... 11 

PART FOUR: Consolidated Statistical Overview (Half Year) 

1 July 2018–31 December 2018 ............................................................ 21 

PART FIVE: Statistics on 2018–19 Budget Estimates (August 2018) and  

2018–19 Supplementary Budget Estimates (October and November 2018)

 ............................................................................................................... 25 

PART SIX:  1 July 2018–31 December 2018 

Legislative and General Purpose Standing Committees administered by the  

Senate Committee Office 

 Community Affairs .................................................................................................. 33 

Legislation 

References 

 Economics ................................................................................................................ 45 

Legislation 

References 

 Education and Employment ..................................................................................... 57 

Legislation 

References 

 Environment and Communications .......................................................................... 69 

Legislation 

References 

 Finance and Public Administration .......................................................................... 81 

Legislation 

References 

 Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade......................................................................... 91 

Legislation 

References 

 Legal and Constitutional Affairs .............................................................................. 99 

Legislation 

References 

 Rural & Regional Affairs and Transport ................................................................ 109 

Legislation 

References 



 

ii 

Joint Committees administered by the Senate Committee Office 

 Australian Commission for Law Enforcement Integrity (Statutory) ........................... 121 

 Corporations and Financial Services (Statutory) ......................................................... 125 

 Law Enforcement (Statutory) ...................................................................................... 131 

 National Broadband Network (Standing) .................................................................... 137 

 National Disability Insurance Scheme (Standing) ....................................................... 143 

 Oversight of the implementation of redress related recommendations of the Royal 

Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (Joint Select) ........ 149 

Senate Select Committees administered by the Senate Committee Office 

 Charity Fundraising in the 21st Century ...................................................................... 155 

 Electric Vehicles .......................................................................................................... 159 

 Fair Dinkum Power...................................................................................................... 163 

 Future of Work and Workers ....................................................................................... 167 

 Obesity epidemic in Australia ..................................................................................... 171 

 Red Tape Committee ................................................................................................... 175 

 Stillbirth Research and Education ............................................................................ 181 

Other Committees on which Senators serve 

 Regulations and Ordinances ........................................................................................ 185 

 Scrutiny of Bills ........................................................................................................... 186 

 Appropriations, Staffing and Security ......................................................................... 187 

 Chairs' .......................................................................................................................... 188 

 House ........................................................................................................................... 189 

 Privileges ..................................................................................................................... 190 

 Procedure ..................................................................................................................... 191 

 Publications ................................................................................................................. 192 

 Selection of Bills ......................................................................................................... 193 

 Senators' Interests ........................................................................................................ 194 

 Constitutional Recognition Relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  

Peoples (Joint Select) .................................................................................................. 195 

 Electoral Matters (Joint Standing) ............................................................................... 196 

 Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade (Joint Standing) ................................................. 197 

 Migration (Joint Standing) ........................................................................................... 199 

 National Capital and External Territories (Joint Standing) ......................................... 200 

 Northern Australia (Joint Standing) ............................................................................. 201 

 Parliamentary Library (Joint Standing) ....................................................................... 202 

 Trade and Investment Growth (Joint Standing) ........................................................... 203 

 Treaties (Joint Standing) .............................................................................................. 204 

 Broadcasting of Parliamentary Proceedings (Joint Statutory) ..................................... 206 

 Human Rights (Joint Statutory) ................................................................................... 207 

 Intelligence and Security (Joint Statutory) .................................................................. 208 

 Public Accounts and Audit (Joint Statutory) ............................................................... 210 

 Public Works (Joint Statutory) ................................................................................. 212 

Committee-related activity in the chamber 

 Matters Referred to Committees .................................................................................. 215 

 Reports Tabled by Senate Committees ........................................................................ 220 

 Government Responses to Committee Reports ........................................................... 225 

 Minority Reports and other chamber related activity ................................................ 228 



 

iii 

 

 

 

This report is divided into several sections that provide statistics on committee work during 

the following periods: 

 

 the half year (1 July 2018 to 31 December 2018); and  

 the calendar year (1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018). 

 

Statistics on these periods are kept in order to record information based on parliamentary 

terms as well as half, financial and full year periods. 

 

This report is available online at: 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/woc/index. 

 

Additional hard copies may be obtained from the Office of the Senior Clerk of Committees, 

Senate Committee Office. Telephone: (02) 6277 3555.  

 

 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/woc/index
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Introduction 
 

During the reporting period, the Senate Committee Office provided staffing and resources for 

the following committees: 
 

  Legislative and General Purpose Standing Committees; 

  Certain Joint Statutory, Joint Standing and Joint Select Committees; and 

  Senate Select Committees.  

 

Legislative and General Purpose Standing Committees 
 

The Legislative and General Purpose Standing Committees and the relevant portfolio/subject 

areas allocated to them are as follows: 

 

Committee 
 

Portfolio/subject area 
 

Community Affairs 

Legislation 

References 

 

Health 

Human Services 

Social Services  

Economics 

Legislation 

References 

 

Industry, Innovation and Science  

Treasury 

Education and Employment  

Legislation 

References 

 

Education and Training  

Jobs and Small Business  

Environment and Communications 

Legislation 

References 

 

Communications and the Arts 

Environment and Energy 

Finance and Public Administration 

Legislation 

References 

 

 

Finance  

Parliament 

Prime Minister and Cabinet (including Indigenous 

Affairs) 

Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 

Legislation 

References 

 

Defence (including Veterans' Affairs) 

Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Legal and Constitutional Affairs 

Legislation 

References 

 

Attorney-General's 

Home Affairs 

Rural & Regional Affairs and Transport 

Legislation 

References 

Agriculture and Water Resources 

Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities 
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Joint Statutory Committees 
 

During the reporting period, the Senate Committee Office administered three Joint Statutory 

Committees comprising members of the House of Representatives and Senators. These are: 
 

  Australian Commission for Law Enforcement Integrity 

  Corporations and Financial Services, and 

  Law Enforcement 

 

 

Joint Standing Committees 
 

During the reporting period, the Senate Committee Office administered the following Joint 

Standing Committees comprising members of the House of Representatives and Senators: 
 

  National Broadband Network 

  National Disability Insurance Scheme 

 

 

Joint Select Committees 
 

During the reporting period, the Senate Committee Office administered the following Joint 

Select Committee comprising members of the House of Representatives and Senators: 
 

  Oversight of the implementation of redress related recommendations of the Royal 

Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse 

 

 

Senate Select Committees 
 

During the reporting period, the Senate Committee Office provided staffing and resources for 

the following Senate Select Committees: 
 

  Charity Fundraising in the 21st Century 

  Electric Vehicles 

  Fair Dinkum Power 

  Future of Work and Workers 

  Obesity epidemic in Australia 

  Red Tape  

  Stillbirth Research and Education 
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