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3 April 2020 
 
The Hon David Littleproud MP 
Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency Management 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA  ACT  2600  
 
Via email: David.Littleproud.MP@aph.gov.au   

CC: Minister.Littleproud@agriculture.gov.au  
DLO.MO@agriculture.gov.au 

 
 

Dear Minister, 

 

Competition and Consumer (Industry Codes—Dairy) Regulations 2019 [F2019L01610] 

Thank you for your response of 24 February 2020 to the Senate Standing Committee for 
the Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation, in relation to the above instrument. The committee 
considered your response at its private meeting on 1 April 2020.   

At that meeting, the committee resolved to conclude its consideration of the first of the 
two scrutiny issues raised in its initial request, and seek your further advice about the 
second matter, outlined below. 

Parliamentary oversight 

The committee sought your advice as why the instrument does not require written reports 
of reviews of the instrument to be tabled in Parliament and published online. In response, 
you advise that the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (the 
department) will publish the reports of the reviews online 'so as to ensure that all 
stakeholders will have the opportunity to consider the findings and the recommendations 
from the reviews'. You also explain that it would not be appropriate to amend the 
instrument to require such reports to be tabled, as this is not a feature of other industry 
code review processes, and such a requirement might compromise the flexibility needed in 
relation to the timing of the public release of the reports.  

In light of the department's intention to publish written reports of the reviews online, the 
committee has resolved to take no further action in relation to this matter. However, the 
committee reiterates its preference that instruments which provide for the review of 
significant matters should also require that such reports are tabled in Parliament, noting 
that this process alerts parliamentarians to the existence of the documents and provides 
opportunities for debate which are not available where documents are not tabled. 
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Unclear drafting; significant penalties 

The committee also sought your advice as to whether the instrument could be amended to 
ensure that the scope of the civil penalty provisions is limited by terms defined in the 
written law. In response, you advise that the department considers that the instrument 
could not be amended as requested in a way that maintains consistency with the 
objectives and purpose of the instrument.  

Your response explains that penalising dishonesty and the failure to have regard to the 
legitimate interests of other parties is a 'foundational concept' which underpins both this 
instrument and other mandatory industry codes under the Competition and Consumer Act 
2010. In this regard, you identify two other instruments which also impose civil penalties of 
300 penalty units for contravention of a good faith obligation. Whilst noting these 
examples, the committee does not consider that consistency with other laws is, of itself, a 
sufficient justification for potentially compromising the rule of law principle of legal 
certainty by imposing significant civil penalties for non-compliance with a standard 
undefined by the written law.  

Moreover, the committee is aware of other industry codes which seek to promote honest 
conduct, and conduct which has regard to the legitimate interests of other parties, without 
imposing a civil penalty for the breach of such an undefined obligation. These include the 
Competition and Consumer (Industry Codes – Food and Grocery) Regulation 2015 
[F2015L00242] and the Competition and Consumer (Industry Code – Sugar) Regulations 
2017 [F2017L00387]. The committee is also aware of other industry codes which do not 
impose a general good faith obligation at all, such as the Competition and Consumer 
(Industry Codes—Oil) Regulations 2017. 

Accordingly, noting that other industry codes have taken different approaches to 
promoting honest and fair dealings with other parties, it remains unclear to the committee 
why it is necessary to advance this objective in the present instrument in a way that 
undermines legal clarity and certainty by imposing significant civil penalties for non-
compliance with a term undefined by the written law. 

The committee would therefore appreciate your further advice as to why it is considered 
necessary and appropriate to impose significant civil penalties for non-compliance with a 
term undefined by the written law in this instrument, when other industry codes have 
sought to promote honest and fair dealings with other parties without such provisions. 

The committee's expectation is to receive a response in time for it to consider and report 
on the instrument while it is still subject to disallowance. If the committee has not 
concluded its consideration of an instrument before the expiry of the 15th sitting day after 
the instrument has been tabled in the Senate, the committee may give notice of a motion 
to disallow the instrument as a precautionary measure to allow additional time for the 
committee to consider information received. 

Noting this, and to facilitate the committee's consideration of the matters above, the 
committee would appreciate your response by 17 April 2020.  

Finally, please note that, in the interests of transparency, this correspondence and your 
response will be published on the committee's website. 



 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the committee's secretariat on (02) 
6277 3066, or by email to sdlc.sen@aph.gov.au. 

Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

Senator the Hon Concetta Fierravanti-Wells 
Chair 
Senate Standing Committee for the Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation 
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