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. i STANDING COMMITTEE ON REGULATIONS AND ORDINANCES

(1{3 - FIRST?T REPORT
AN . .
The .Standing Committee on Regulations and Ordinances
has the honor to report to the Senate as follows :-
certain

1. Your Committee has considered shex Regulations

and. Ordinances laid on the Table of the Serate since the
.adoption df Standing Orderﬂllo‘. 364 (1lth March, 1932).

2. Your Committee desiros to report that amongst
suoh Regulations are Regulations under the Customs Act
relating to the censorship of cinematograph f£ilms
(Statutory Rules 1932, No. 24).

3. Your Committee is of opinion that the matter
of film censorship is of the highest public importance,
and that it involves to a very large extent the rights
and privileges of many individuals.

4, The main alteration made by the new regulations
is the abolition of the Appeal Board, and. the vesting of
itg powers in a gingle person. (Your Committee expresses
no opinion as ¥o the wisdom -or g.;b_l_x'e_:gr_iag‘ of this departure,
but feels that the determination of publio policy on &
matter of suck moment should not be accomplished by !
Qepartmental regulation.

5. Your Qémmi’ttee wouid. direct attention to the
unanimous recomuendation of the Royal Commission on the
Constitution that tﬁe: words “6:[.nématograph £ilms" ghould
be insérted ag a ﬁey, paragzai)h- in Section 51 of the
‘Gonstitution, in order to. gita? to. the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment power to puss laws in Tegard to films made in Australia,
as well as those imported. ’

6+ Your Commitiee would. also recall the fact that
at a conference of Commonwealth and State Ministers held in
May, 1929, the suggestion was made that the Stabes 'éhdulct
:qefer the subject of legislation on einematograph f;lma,

to. the Parliament of 41:2‘1'6‘ commbnu,a_.l%} under paragraph xxxvii
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of Seotion BL of the Constitution.
1, Pénding ‘the taking of astion to amend the Gon-

sbitution, ox the reférence of the subjeot to the Comnonwealtn
r&;ximintr by the a:téte Re;iiimntl, your Commibtiée would
m'bxiz:lt ﬁxo Tollowing resolution for the ‘consideration of the
_Sénate ' ’ .

"il!héi; in the opinion of thim Sené.te. the time hag arrived
‘when piblic poliey in regard to. the cengorship of imporied
g:.::ﬁ:gﬁzfe Zilms chmzn ‘he set out in subatantives

8. Apsrt from the important prineiple tavelved in
this recommendation, your Committée is of opinion that the
passing of satisfactory ;leg:lisljétion: governing the cengorship
of imported -cinematograph films woald a;tgi-d. the. ‘strongest.
‘possible inducement to the State Parliaménts to refer tue
sibject of £ilm oenmorship ‘generé.llg to the Commonwealth
Parliament, thereby making it possible o achieve a highly
degirable end without the &elay that would be occasioned by
an amexdment of the Constitution.
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