TO THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

This petition of citizens and residents of Australia draws to the attention of the House the critical
predicament of the Palestinian People in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza under Israeli
occupation since 1967 and of the Palestinian citizens of Israel suffering racial discrimination since
1948.

Notwithstanding UN resolutions condemning Israel’s policies as illegal, Israel continues violating
international law and human rights, expanding its colonies in the West Bank and East Jerusalem,
imposing a siege on Gaza, and persisting in apartheid and oppressive actions, policies and
legislation towards the Palestinian people under its control.

As a response to the failure of all forms of diplomacy to change Israel’s policies, in 2005 the
Palestinian Civil Society called upon the world to impose on Israel initiatives of Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) until Israel meets its obligation to end all forms of occupation;
dismantles the illegal ‘Separation Wall’ in the West Bank; ceases the siege on Gaza; implements
full equality for its Palestinian citizens; and honours the rights of Palestinian refugees to return to
their homes and properties.

WE THEREFORE ASK THE HOUSE to instruct the Australian Government to fully and
consistently honour its obligations under international law by excluding relations, through
boycott, divestment and sanctions, with states, institutions and companies — Australian, Israeli
or other — that are involved in the perpetuation of apartheid and discriminatory Israeli
policies including the occupation of the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza.





