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AUSTRALIA 

IN NUMBERS 



Joanne Simon-Davies, Statistics and Mapping 

Key economic and demographic indicators, Australia 

Indicators (a)   Time period 

    March quarter 
Economic indicators   2012 2017 2021 2022 

Wage Price Index (total) (annual change) % 3.6 1.9 1.5 2.4 
Consumer Price Index (annual change) (original) % 1.6 2.1 1.1 5.1 
Gross domestic product (chain volume) (annual change) % 4.8 2.1 1.4 3.3 
Current account balance (at current prices) $b -17.4 -8.4 20.3 7.5 
Terms of trade—Index .. 110.6 97.5 113.5 122.9 

    March (month) 
Labour force indicators   2012 2017 2021 2022 

Persons 15 years and over      
Unemployment rate % 5.2 5.9 5.7 4.0 

Underemployment rate (b) % 7.2 8.6 7.9 6.3 
Long-term unemployment share (c)  % 18.4 23.2 30.9 24.8 
Labour force participation: males % 71.8 70.5 70.9 70.8 
Labour force participation: females % 59.1 59.5 61.9 62.2 

Persons 15 to 24 years      
Youth unemployment rate % 11.8 13.0 11.7 8.3 
Youth underemployment rate % 14.0 17.3 19.2 13.9 

    September quarter 
Demographic Indicators   2011 2016 2020 2021 

Annual population growth rate (original) % 1.5 1.7 0.8 0.3 
Components of annual population change      

Natural Increase (original) no. 154,518 154,883 133,388 136,185 
Net Overseas Migration (original) no. 194,040 229,509 75,627 -67,268 
Total growth (original) no. 328,369 395,582 209,015 68,917 

https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/labour-force-australia-methodology/apr-2022#glossary
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release#national
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/labour/employment-and-unemployment/labour-force-australia/mar-2022
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/price-indexes-and-inflation/wage-price-index-australia/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/price-indexes-and-inflation/consumer-price-index-australia/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/price-indexes-and-inflation/consumer-price-index-australia/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/national-accounts/australian-national-accounts-national-income-expenditure-and-product/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/international-trade/balance-payments-and-international-investment-position-australia/latest-release


In 1981–82, for every person aged over 65, there were 6.6 working-age people. In 2019–20, for every person 

aged over 65, there were 4.0 working-age people. … The rapid decline in the old-age dependency ratio [from 

2010-11onwards] … is largely due to the baby boomer generation reaching age 65.  

‐

As travel returns to pre‐pandemic conditions, population growth is projected to increase to 1.4 per cent by 2024–

25 and then gradually decline to 1.2 per cent by the end of the medium-term in 2032–33. These growth rates are 

similar to those expected prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, losses in migration during the pandemic will 

lead to our population being smaller and older than forecast before the pandemic.  

Estimated resident population, Australia  

 

https://treasury.gov.au/publication/2021-intergenerational-report
https://www.ausstats.abs.gov.au/ausstats/free.nsf/0/AF97B11BCFDF3D8DCA257225000494DD/$File/33020_1993.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/life-tables/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples/estimates-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-australians/jun-2016
https://population.gov.au/sites/population.gov.au/files/2022-04/2022-23_budget_overview.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/historical-population/latest-release#data-download
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release#national
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release#national
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Australiainnumbers-EstimatedresidentpopulationbyageandsexAustralia/AgebySex2


Life expectancy at birth, Australia

 

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/life-tables/latest-release#international-comparison
https://www.pc.gov.au/closing-the-gap-data/dashboard/socioeconomic/outcome-area1
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/historical-population/latest-release#data-download
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/life-tables/latest-release#content
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Australiainnumbers-LifeexpectancyatbirthAustralia/Lifeexpectancy2


The 2022–23 Budget assumes COVID-19 will not have an adverse impact on Australia’s total fertility rate. The 

fertility rate is assumed to be 1.66 babies per woman in 2021–22 and then fall to 1.62 babies per woman by 

2030–31 and remain there thereafter, reflecting a long running trend of families having fewer children and doing so 

later in life. Despite the declining fertility rate, births are forecast to increase from 298,000 in 2020–21 to 310,000 

in 2025–26, and to 326,000 by 2032–33, as the number of women of childbearing age continues to increase. 

Fertility rate, Australia 
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https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/9d985dd0-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/9d985dd0-en#:~:text=Over%20the%20last%20decades%2C%20fertility,in%20Korea%2C%20Mexico%20and%20Turkey.
https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/births-australia-methodology/2020#glossary
https://population.gov.au/sites/population.gov.au/files/2022-04/2022-23_budget_overview.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/historical-population/latest-release#data-download
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/births-australia/latest-release#data-download
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Australiainnumbers-FertilityrateAustralia/Fertility


Leading causes of death in Australia  

  2011 2020(a) Median age 
(2020)   no. Rank no. Rank 

Ischaemic heart diseases 21,526 1 16,587 1 84.1 

Dementia, including Alzheimer's disease 9,864 3 14,575 2 89.1 

Cerebrovascular diseases 11,245 2 9,470 3 86.1 

Malignant neoplasm (cancer) of trachea, bronchus and lung 8,117 4 8,457 4 74.5 

Chronic lower respiratory diseases 6,565 5 7,102 5 80.4 

Malignant neoplasm of colon, sigmoid, rectum and anus  5,206 6 5,483 6 77.1 

Diabetes 4,211 7 5,148 7 81.4 

Malignant neoplasms of lymphoid, haematopoietic and 
related tissue 

3,979 8 4,754 8 78.5 

Diseases of the urinary system 3,384 10 4,019 9 87.2 

Malignant neoplasm of prostate 3,294 11 3,568 10 82.5 

Accidental falls 1,872 17 3,395 11 87.3 

Heart failure and complications and ill-defined heart 
disease 

3,486 9 3,249 12 88.9 

Malignant neoplasm of pancreas 2,416 14 3,244 13 75.2 

Malignant neoplasms of breast 2,938 12 3,144 14 72.0 

Intentional self-harm [suicide] 2,393 15 3,139 15 43.5 

      

COVID-19 NA NA 898 38 86.9 

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/health/causes-death/causes-death-australia/2020#key-statistics
https://www.health.gov.au/health-alerts/covid-19/case-numbers-and-statistics#cases-and-deaths-by-age-and-sex
https://www.health.gov.au/health-alerts/covid-19/case-numbers-and-statistics#cases-and-deaths-by-age-and-sex
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/novel_coronavirus_2019_ncov_weekly_epidemiology_reports_australia_2020.htm
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/health/causes-death/causes-death-australia/latest-release#data-download


Australia’s population by country of birth – top 10 ranking 

Country of birth 2001 

% of all 
overseas 

born  Country of birth 2021 

% of all 
overseas 

born 

England 927,630 20.8  England (1) 967,390 12.9 

New Zealand 389,600 8.8  India (10) 710,380 9.5 

Italy 229,850 5.2  China (5) 595,630 7.9 

Vietnam 163,490 3.7  New Zealand (2) 559,980 7.5 

China 153,360 3.4  Philippines (9) 310,620 4.1 

Scotland 141,850 3.2  Vietnam (4) 268,170 3.6 

Greece 128,700 2.9  South Africa (12) 201,930 2.7 

Germany 118,340 2.7  Malaysia (13) 172,250 2.3 

Philippines 114,260 2.6  Italy (3) 171,520 2.3 

India 98,070 2.2  Sri Lanka (18) 145,790 1.9 

       

Total Australian-born 14,822,350 76.9  Total Australian-born 18,235,690 70.9 

Total overseas born 4,452,360 23.1  Total overseas born 7,502,450 29.1 

https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs%40.nsf/mediareleasesbyCatalogue/E31B62F372FC7BCECA2581320029DC01#:~:text=On%20Saturday%2027%20May%2C%20Australia,beginning%20with%20the%201971%20Census.
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/australias-population-country-birth/2021#content
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/australias-population-country-birth/2021#content


 

Components of population change, to 30 June 2021 
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/australias-population-country-birth/2021#country-of-birth-international-comparisons
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/australias-population-country-birth/2021#country-of-birth-international-comparisons
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/historical-population/latest-release#data-download
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/historical-population/latest-release#data-download
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release#national
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release#national
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release#national
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release#national
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Figure4ComponentsofpopulationchangeJune1975toJune2021_16556823808410/ComponentsofPopulationchange
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Figure4ComponentsofpopulationchangeJune1975toJune2021_16556823808410/ComponentsofPopulationchange


Higher education enrolment counts by citizenship
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https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/TertiaryEducationCOVID19Recovery
https://www.dese.gov.au/higher-education-statistics/resources/student-enrolments-pivot-table
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Australiainnumbers-Highereducationenrolmentcountsbycitizenship/EnrolmentCountbyCitizenshipCategory


 

Trade and non-trade apprentices and trainees in-training
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Trade Non-trade

https://www.ncver.edu.au/research-and-statistics/publications/all-publications/apprentices-and-trainees-2021-june-quarter
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202223/ApprenticeshipIncentives
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202223/ApprenticeshipIncentives
https://www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au/aus-employer-incentives
https://www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au/aus-employer-incentives
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook45p/Apprenticeships
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook45p/Apprenticeships
https://www.ncver.edu.au/research-and-statistics/data/all-data/historical-time-series-of-apprenticeships-and-traineeships-in-australia-from-1963-to-2021
https://www.ncver.edu.au/research-and-statistics/data/all-data/historical-time-series-of-apprenticeships-and-traineeships-in-australia-from-1963-to-2021
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Australiainnumbers-Tradeandnon-Tradeapprenticesandtraineesintraining/Tradeandnon-trade


Share of Australian private sector employment (in selected industries) by size of business  

 

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/industry-overview/australian-industry/latest-release#content
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Australiainnumbers-ShareofprivatesectoremploymentinselectedindustriesinAustraliabysizeofbusiness/BuisnessSize


Labour productivity (GDP per hour worked) 

 

Unemployment rate, seasonally adjusted,1978 to 2021

 

file:///C:/Users/gilfillang/Downloads/Report.pdf
https://treasury.gov.au/speech/australias-response-to-the-global-financial-crisis
https://treasury.gov.au/speech/australias-response-to-the-global-financial-crisis
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/job-retention-schemes-during-the-covid-19-lockdown-and-beyond-0853ba1d/
https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/australian-national-accounts-national-income-expenditure-and-product-methodology/mar-2022#glossary
https://treasury.gov.au/publication/2021-intergenerational-report
https://treasury.gov.au/publication/2021-intergenerational-report
https://treasury.gov.au/publication/2021-intergenerational-report
https://treasury.gov.au/publication/2021-intergenerational-report
https://public.tableau.com/views/Figure8Unemploymentrateseasonallyadjusted1978to2021/Unemploymentrate?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/Figure8Unemploymentrateseasonallyadjusted1978to2021/Unemploymentrate?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/national-accounts/australian-system-national-accounts/latest-release#:~:text=The%201.5%25%20rise%20in%20GDP,confrontation%20to%20balance%20the%20accounts.
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Australiainnumbers-LabourproductivityGDPperhourworked/Dashboard1
https://public.tableau.com/views/Figure8Unemploymentrateseasonallyadjusted1978to2021/Unemploymentrate?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/Figure8Unemploymentrateseasonallyadjusted1978to2021/Unemploymentrate?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/Figure8Unemploymentrateseasonallyadjusted1978to2021/Unemploymentrate?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/Figure8Unemploymentrateseasonallyadjusted1978to2021/Unemploymentrate?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/labour/employment-and-unemployment/labour-force-australia/latest-release
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/Australiainnumbers-Unemploymentrateseasonallyadjusted1978to2021/Unemploymentrate


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further reading 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/prspub/8027050/upload_binary/8027050.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22Klapdor,%20Michael%20%202020s%20publications%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/KESI
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/KESI


 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIA S 

ENVIRONMENT 



Dr Emily Hanna and Elizabeth Smith, Science, Technology, Environment 

and Resources 

Background 

It is unequivocal that human influence has warmed 

the atmosphere, ocean and land… Observed 

increases in well-mixed greenhouse gas (GHG) 

concentrations since around 1750 are 

unequivocally caused by human activities. (p. 5) Paris Agreement 

Key issue 

https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/Climate-change-QA/Why#:~:text=Human%20activities%2C%20especially,temperatures%20to%20increase.
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/Climate-change-QA/Why#:~:text=Human%20activities%2C%20especially,temperatures%20to%20increase.
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90411/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8626647%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01323468%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331195%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331195%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90411/0
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/annual/aus/#tabs=Temperature
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/annual/aus/#tabs=Temperature
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331195%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90411/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90411/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90411/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90411/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90411/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/83291/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331675%22
https://ukcop26.org/
https://cop27.eg/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2021_10_add1_adv.pdf


Holding the increase in the global average 

temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial 

levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature 

increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels, 

recognizing that this would significantly reduce the 

risks and impacts of climate change (

, p. 3). 

Mitigation 

 

 

… governments are nowhere close to the level of 

ambition needed to limit climate change to 1.5 

degrees and meet the goals of the Paris 

Agreement. The major emitters must step up with 

much more ambitious emissions reductions targets 

for 2030. 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F2211669%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F2211669%22
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/status-of-ratification/status-of-ratification-of-the-convention
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/status-of-ratification/status-of-ratification-of-the-convention
https://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement/key-aspects-of-the-paris-agreement
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8605296%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8605296%22
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/10a01.pdf
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90613/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8602137%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01323468%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01323468%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01323468%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8605309%22
https://ukcop26.org/cop26-goals/
https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050
https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8214787%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8214787%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8626645%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8602138%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8603631%22


Climate finance 

Adaptation  

Australia’s emissions targets 
Australia’s emissions 

https://unfccc.int/topics/climate-finance/the-big-picture/introduction-to-climate-finance
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8626654%22
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20220603074503/https:/www.awe.gov.au/science-research/climate-change/adaptation/international-climate-change-adaptation-initiative/paccsap
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20220603114949/https:/www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/themes/climate-change/supporting-indo-pacific-tackle-climate-change
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20220603114949/https:/www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/themes/climate-change/supporting-indo-pacific-tackle-climate-change
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‐
Australia’s action 

Emissions Reduction Fund 

Figure 1 – Australia’s total annual emissions including and excluding LULUCF (Mt CO2-e), 

December 1990 to December 2021
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By 2060 costs reach $94 billion, representing a 

29% increase relative to the low emissions 

scenario. Over the next 40 years the different 

trajectories will lead to a $125 billion difference in 

cumulative cost in present value. Even if a low 

emission scenario is achieved, the cost of natural 

disasters is forecast to be $1.2 trillion in cumulative 

costs over the next forty years. 

Current disaster 

response and 

climate adaptation 

arrangements 

Strategic foundation: 

‘shared 

responsibility’ 

Federal disaster response arrangements 

Figure 1 – Australian Actuaries Climate Index
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Natural disaster expenditure in the 

Australian Government Budget 

• 

• 

• 

Table 1 – Spending on natural disaster relief: forward estimates and actual expenditure 

$ million Forward estimate(a) Budgeted amount(b) Actual expenditure(c) 

2022–23 253 763 TBC 

2021–22(d) 832 327 5,176 

2020–21 2 482 748 

2019–20 10 11 1,863 

2018–19 2 17 775 
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Figure 1 – Supply and demand potential for offshore wind energy 

 

http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90382/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90380/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90380/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90380/0
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2021A00120
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2021A00120
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/num_act/oeia2021402/s17.html
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/num_act/oeia2021402/s17.html
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/num_act/oeia2021402/s17.html
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8506985%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8506985%22
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/offshore-renewable-energy#:~:text=the%20framework%20the-,Offshore%20Infrastructure%20Regulator,-has%20responsibility%20for
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/about/what-we-do
https://consult.industry.gov.au/oeif-regulations-and-cost-recovery


Offshore aquaculture 

 

Further reading 

https://consult.industry.gov.au/oeif-regulations-and-cost-recovery
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90379/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90379/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8519278%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8519278%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90381/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8519278%22
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1330934%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportrep/024859/toc_pdf/SupportingastrongfutureforAustralianaquaculture.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90381/0
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A04237
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc/what-is-protected
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc/what-is-protected
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc/single-touch-approvals
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc/single-touch-approvals
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/jrnart/8569611/upload_binary/8569611.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22library/jrnart/8569611%22
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/asmade/act-2022-003
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025
https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/S72%20Arrangement%20-%20aquaculture%20research%20trial%20Cth%20waters%20-%20Tas%20-%20April%202022.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8571208%22
https://haveyoursay.awe.gov.au/aquaculture-trial-site#:~:text=In%20response%20to%20submissions%20received%20relating%20to%20the%20size%20of%20the%20fisheries%20arrangement%20area%20identified%20for%20the%20research%20trial%20and%20potential%20impacts%20to%20other%20marine%20users%2C%20the%20fisheries%20arrangement%20area%20for%20the%20trial%20was%20reduced
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8571142%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8571142%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8571142%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8571186%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8571186%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8571144%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8571144%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90381/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90381/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90380/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90380/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8236264%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8236264%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8236264%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8236264%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8284847%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8284847%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8284847%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8284847%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8284847%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillsdgs%2F8284847%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8571163%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8571163%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8571163%22


Dr Evan Hamman, Law and Bills Digest 

Dr Rebecca Bathgate, Science, Technology, Environment and Resources 

The significance of the Great Barrier 

Reef 

Key issue 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8605259%22
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/the-reef/reef-facts
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/the-reef/reef-facts
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/the-reef/reef-facts#:~:text=includes%20some%203000%20coral%20reefs
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/the-reef/reef-facts#:~:text=includes%20some%203000%20coral%20reefs
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/the-reef/reef-facts#:~:text=The%20breathtaking%20array%20of%20marine%20creatures%20includes%20600%20types%20of%20soft%20and%20hard%20corals%2C%20more%20than%20100%20species%20of%20jellyfish%2C%203000%20varieties%20of%20molluscs%2C%20500%20species%20of%20worms%2C%201625%20types%20of%20fish%2C%20133%20varieties%20of%20sharks%20and%20rays%2C%20and%20more%20than%2030%20species%20of%20whales%20and%20dolphins.
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/the-reef/reef-facts#:~:text=The%20breathtaking%20array%20of%20marine%20creatures%20includes%20600%20types%20of%20soft%20and%20hard%20corals%2C%20more%20than%20100%20species%20of%20jellyfish%2C%203000%20varieties%20of%20molluscs%2C%20500%20species%20of%20worms%2C%201625%20types%20of%20fish%2C%20133%20varieties%20of%20sharks%20and%20rays%2C%20and%20more%20than%2030%20species%20of%20whales%20and%20dolphins.
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/the-reef/reef-facts#:~:text=The%20breathtaking%20array%20of%20marine%20creatures%20includes%20600%20types%20of%20soft%20and%20hard%20corals%2C%20more%20than%20100%20species%20of%20jellyfish%2C%203000%20varieties%20of%20molluscs%2C%20500%20species%20of%20worms%2C%201625%20types%20of%20fish%2C%20133%20varieties%20of%20sharks%20and%20rays%2C%20and%20more%20than%2030%20species%20of%20whales%20and%20dolphins.
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/the-reef/heritage/great-barrier-reef-world-heritage-area#:~:text=There%20are%20also%201050%20islands%20and%20cays%20%2D%20these%20include%20600%20continental%20islands%20and%20300%20coral%20cays%2C%20while%20the%20remaining%20150%20islands%20are%20inshore%20mangrove%20islands%20which%20are%20important%20to%20the%20functioning%C2%A0and%20health%20of%20the%20Great%20Barrier%20Reef.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331239%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331239%22
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/our-programs-and-projects/Overview-of-the-Representative-Areas-Program#:~:text=In%20the%20mid%201990s%20concerns,existed%20in%20the%20Marine%20Park.
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/our-programs-and-projects/Overview-of-the-Representative-Areas-Program#:~:text=In%20the%20mid%201990s%20concerns,existed%20in%20the%20Marine%20Park.
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/our-programs-and-projects/Overview-of-the-Representative-Areas-Program#:~:text=The%20degree%20to,non%2DReef%20bioregions
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/our-programs-and-projects/Overview-of-the-Representative-Areas-Program#:~:text=The%20degree%20to,non%2DReef%20bioregions
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/our-programs-and-projects/Overview-of-the-Representative-Areas-Program#:~:text=The%20degree%20to,non%2DReef%20bioregions
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331206%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331206%22
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-partners/traditional-owners/traditional-owners-of-the-great-barrier-reef#:~:text=There%20are%20some,to%20Raine%20Island.
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-partners/traditional-owners/traditional-owners-of-the-great-barrier-reef#:~:text=There%20are%20some,to%20Raine%20Island.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8605279%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8605282%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8605282%22
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/Managing-multiple-uses/tourism-on-the-great-barrier-reef#:~:text=2%20million%20tourists%20each%20year
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/Managing-multiple-uses/tourism-on-the-great-barrier-reef#:~:text=2%20million%20tourists%20each%20year
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1193737%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8605259%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F31851d10-9ae6-4c5d-8b21-1c6886ac5116%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8494051%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8494051%22
https://whc.unesco.org/en/danger/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/danger/


The current state of the GBR 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Coral bleaching and the GBR ecosystem 

Inter-governmental cooperation  

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

The World Heritage Convention and 

the possibility of an ‘in danger listing’ 

[endeavour, insofar as possible and as appropriate] 

… to take the appropriate legal, scientific, technical, 

administrative and financial measures necessary for 

the identification, protection, conservation, 

presentation and rehabilitation [of its World Heritage 

sites] (Article 5(d)).  

Figure 1 – A history of bleaching events impacting the GBR  
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While the List of World Heritage in Danger remains 

a relevant and important tool where corrective 

measures can be undertaken by individual States 

Parties to address threats to their World Heritage 

properties that they can control, it is less instructive 

where the ongoing impacts of a threat are beyond 

the control of any individual State Party to address, 

and where changes to the OUV of a property as a 

result of climate change will continue for many 

decades. For climate-impacted properties there 

may be no prospect of removal from the List 

regardless of the level of investment or the extent of 

the program of corrective measures implemented 

by any individual State Party (p. 33). 

Table 1 – Summary of World Heritage Committee decisions relating to the GBR (2011–2021)  

Year World Heritage Committee decision 

2011 • Noted with extreme concern the approval of Liquefied Natural Gas processing and port facilities on 
Curtis Island, Queensland.  

• Urged Australia to undertake a strategic assessment and invite a monitoring mission from 
IUCN/UNESCO. The mission subsequently took place 6–14 March 2012. 

2012 • Noted the unprecedented scale of coastal development currently being proposed within and 
affecting the property.  

• Requested completion of a strategic assessment and resultant long-term plan.  

• Considered possible inscription on List of World Heritage in Danger in the absence of progress. 

2013 • Welcomed the progress on the strategic assessment and long-term plan.  

• Urged Australia to ensure no development permitted if it would impact individually or cumulatively 
on the OUV of the GBR, or compromise the strategic assessment and resulting long-term plan.  

• In the absence of progress, suggested possible inscription on List of World Heritage in Danger. 

2014 • Welcomed progress on the strategic assessment and endorsement of the 2013 Reef Water Quality 
Protection Plan.  

• Noted with concern recent approvals for coastal developments, including the dumping of 3 million 
cubic metres of dredged material.  

• Considered possible inscription on List of World Heritage in Danger in the absence of further action. 

2015 • Noted findings of GBRMPA’s 2014 Outlook Report about the GBR’s deterioration and that climate 
change, poor water quality and impacts from coastal development were major threats.  

• Welcomed Australia’s efforts to create the Reef 2050 (long term) Plan and its commitment to 
establish a permanent ban on dumping of dredged material. 

2017 • Welcomed the progress on the implementation of Reef 2050 Plan. 

• Requested that Australia accelerate efforts to ensure meeting targets in relation to water quality 
entering the GBR from land-based run-off. 

2021 • Commended Australia on efforts to implement the Reef 2050 Plan, although noted that water 
quality targets were not met.  

• Decided against including the GBR on the List of World Heritage in Danger (although the IUCN and 
the World Heritage Centre had recommended inclusion). 

• Noted that climate change is the biggest threat to the GBR and requests Australia invite a monitoring 
mission to examine the Reef 2050 Plan (which had been revised in 2018).  

• Requested Australia submit a report on the State of Conservation of the GBR by 1 February 2022. 
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• 

• 

Funding, planning and ongoing 

reporting 

According to the modelling we are more than 

halfway to the sediment target and almost halfway 

to the dissolved inorganic nitrogen 

target. Reductions are mostly due to improved 

nitrogen fertiliser management and mill mud  
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application in the sugarcane industry and significant 

investment in fencing to exclude cattle from 

waterways (p. x). 

 

The $443 million partnership with the Great Barrier 

Reef Foundation (2018–2024) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Further reading 
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Table 1 – Audits and inquiries relating to the EPBC Act, and key findings, since 2014 

Report Summary of key findings or recommendations 

Monitoring compliance with EPBC Act 1999 
conditions of approval (Australian National Audit 
Office (ANAO), 2014) 

• the department has limited assurance regarding approval of 
holders’ compliance with approval conditions and was generally 
passive in its approach to managing non-compliance with 
conditions of approval 

Managing compliance with the wildlife trade 
provisions of the EPBC Act 1999 (ANAO, 2015) 

• the department lacks a risk-based approach to compliance 

Monitoring compliance with EPBC 1999 conditions 
of approval: Follow-on audit (ANAO, 2017) 

• while some progress had been made in addressing issued 
identified in the 2014 Audit, the department has made limited 
progress in implementing broader strategies to strengthen 
regulatory performance 

Independent review of the water trigger legislation 
(Stephen Hunter, 2017) 

• the water trigger is an appropriate measure to address the 
regulatory gap that was identified at the time of its enactment 

Independent review of interactions between the 
EPBC Act and the agriculture sector (Wendy Craik, 
2018) 

• while agricultural referrals have made up only 2.7% of all referrals 
since the inception of the Act, farmers perceive the Act to be 
complex, difficult to follow, and a barrier to development 

• the review made 21 recommendations, including harmonisation of 
Commonwealth and state legislation, use of regional plans, reform 
of offsets requirements, and improved communication 

Australia’s faunal extinction crisis, Interim Report 
(Senate Environment and Communications 
References Committee, April 2019) 

• concluded that there were serious questions as to whether the 
EPBC Act was still fit for purpose and achieving its objectives; the 
majority report recommended replacement of the Act, as well as 
the establishment of an independent environment protection 
agency 

Referrals, assessments and approvals of controlled 
actions under the EPBC Act 1999 (ANAO, July 2020) 

• the administration of referrals, assessments and approvals of 
controlled actions is not effective or efficient 

• conditions of approval are not assessed with rigour, are non-
compliant with procedural guidance and contain errors 

Management of threatened species and ecological 
communities under the EPBC Act 1999 (ANAO, 
2022) 

• the administration of threatened species and ecological 
communities under the Act is partly effective and inefficient 

• the department does not effectively review or support the 
implementation of conservation advice, recovery plans, or threat 
abatement plans 
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Dr Emily Gibson, Science, Technology, Environment and Resources 

 

There has been a shift towards drier conditions 

across the southwest and southeast, with more 

frequent years of below average rainfall, especially 

for the cool season months of April to October. In 

17 of the last 20 years, rainfall in southern Australia 

in these months has been below average. This is 

due to a combination of natural variability on 

decadal timescales and changes in large-scale 

circulation caused by increased anthropogenic 

greenhouse gas emissions. (p. 6) 
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… the capacity of a population to safeguard 

sustainable access to adequate quantities of 

acceptable quality water for sustaining livelihoods, 

human well-being, and socio-economic 

development, for ensuring protection against water-

borne pollution and water-related disasters, and for 

preserving ecosystems in a climate of peace and 

political stability. (p. 1) 

• 

• 

• 
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Figure 1 – Rainfall deciles over the last 20 years 

 (a) April to October

 

 (b) the Northern wet season
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Urban and rural water use 

Water storage and irrigation schemes 
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The Basin Plan 
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SDLs and water buybacks 

• 

• 

Figure 2 – Water recovery under the Basin Plan 
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Trends in Australian Government debt 

Figure 1 – Australian Government total AGS on issue (gross debt) and interest paid 
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International 

comparison of 

General 

Government 

debt 

Figure 2 – Australian Government gross debt to GDP ratio
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Holdings of Australian Government 

Securities 

[…] the Board will not reinvest the proceeds of 

maturing government bonds and expects the 

Bank’s balance sheet to decline significantly 

over the next couple of years as the Term 

Figure 3 – IMF General Government gross and net debt (% of GDP) estimates, 2021 
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Funding Facility comes to an end. The Board is 

not currently planning on selling the 

government bonds that the Bank has 

purchased during the pandemic. (p. 3) 

Government debt sensitivity to 

interest rate changes 

Figure 4 – Resident, RBA, and non-resident holdings of AGS, 2003–2021 
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The sustainability of government debt 

From a fiscal sustainability perspective, it is the 

difference between nominal yields and nominal 

economic growth that matters. If higher yields are 

accompanied by an economy growing at a faster 

rate than the rate on government borrowing, this 

may be sufficient to improve debt as a share of the 

economy over time, all else being equal. (p. 215)  

Figure 5 – Yield sensitivity analysis from Budget 2022–23 
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The importance of trade to the 

Australian economy 

 

 

 

 

 

Key issue 

Figure 1 – Australian trade as a proportion of GDP 
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The composition of 

Australian exports 

Figure 2 – International comparison of trade as a proportion of GDP, 2021 
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Figure 3 – Australian exports by major category, financial years 
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Australia’s major export markets 

Figure 4 – Australian exports of goods and services, share of total by country and 

country group 
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Recent trends in Australian trade with 

China 

Figure 5 – Australian total merchandise exports to China and the rest of 

the world (3-month rolling average) 
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Trade diversion for exports sanctioned by 

China 

Figure 6 – Australian exports by destination, selected commodities 

 

https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/trade-statistical-pivot-tables
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/AustralianTradeinfiguresFig6/DashboardAlcohol


Further reading 
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Dinty Mather, Economic Policy 

 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has “compounded” the 

effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, weighing on the 

economic recovery and fanning inflation as the cost 

of food and fuel jumps. 

Rising interest rates are adding to pressure on 

countries, companies and households with big piles 

of debt. Market turbulence and ongoing supply 

chain constraints also pose a risk. 

And then there’s climate change. 

 

Macro-economic prices and stability 

• 

• 

Key issue 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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Policy tools  

• 

• 

• 
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Policy responses to inflation 

COVID-19 induced inflation 

• 

• 

Russian invasion of Ukraine and 

inflationary expectations 

Quantitative easing and quantitative tightening 
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Policy futures 

• 

• 
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Geoff Gilfillan, Statistics and Mapping 

Income inequality and how it is 

measured 
Key issue 

Figure 1 – Gini coefficient for equivalised disposable 

household income, Australia, 2007–08 to 2019–20
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Change in household incomes 

Figure 2 – Gini coefficients of OECD countries, 2018
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Figure 3 – Gini coefficient for equivalised disposable 

household income, 2001 to 2019
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Figure 5 – Average disposable household equivalised incomes in Australia 

(December 2019 dollars), 2001 to 2019 
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Figure 4 – Percentage change in weekly equivalised disposable 

household income at the top of each decile 
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Regional trends in household 

incomes 

Relative income poverty 

Figure 6 – Trends in rate of relative income poverty in Australia, 

2001 to 2019 
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The results for older people are influenced by their 
greater likelihood of having left the workforce and no 
longer having access to earnings from work. Instead, 
they rely on the Age Pension or superannuation 
payments which tend to be lower than the income 
they received when working. 

Unsurprisingly, owning your own home can reduce 
housing costs, particularly in retirement. When these 
costs are accounted for, the relative income poverty 
rate for older couples falls to 14.0% in 2019. But the 
rates for single older men and women after housing 
costs are accounted for are still substantial at 26.6% 
and 24.4% respectively in 2019. And the poverty rate 
for households headed by single parents increases to 
30.9%. These outcomes reflect the increased 
likelihood of older people owning their own home 
outright compared with younger people and sole 
parents. 

The OECD provides comparisons of relative income 
poverty rates using a 50% poverty line threshold after 
taxes and transfers. At 12.4% in 2018, Australia 
recorded the 12th highest relative income poverty 
rate using this measure among 33 OECD countries 
that provided information. The UK (at 11.7%) and 
Canada (11.8%) had slightly lower poverty rates than 
Australia, while Denmark and 
Finland had much lower rates (at 
6.4% and 6.5% respectively). 
The US had the highest poverty 
rate at 18.1% (see Figure 7).  

Impact of temporary 
COVID-19 income 
support measures on 
poverty rates 

Modelling undertaken by the 
ANU Centre for Social Research 
and Methods in August 2020 
showed the introduction of 
temporary extra COVID-19 
income supports (notably the 
Coronavirus Supplement and 
JobKeeper payment) contributed 
to a dramatic lowering of poverty 
rates for people receiving 
income support. The poverty rate 
for people living in households 

whose main source of income was Newstart or Youth 
Allowance (Other) prior to COVID-19 was extremely 
high at just over two-thirds (67.3%). Modelling of the 
impact of the Coronavirus Supplement showed that 
its introduction almost eliminated poverty for these 
households, reducing the poverty rate to just 6.8%. 
The authors predicted the less generous payments 
scheduled from September 2020 would see this 
group return to a poverty rates of around 23.9%. 

A report published by the Australian Council of Social 
Service (ACOSS) and the University of New South 
Wales (UNSW), using the modelling undertaken by 
ANU Centre for Social Research and Methods, stated 
that just over 2.6 million Australians were living in 
poverty in June 2020, compared with just over 3 
million in 2019. 

It should be noted that the ACOSS measure takes 
account of housing costs when measuring poverty. 
Housing tends to be the largest fixed cost for most 
household budgets. This means that those families 
with lower housing costs, especially those who own 
their homes outright, have a higher standard of living 
than those on the same income who still have 
housing costs (such as paying a mortgage or rent). 

Figure 7 – Relative income poverty rates (a), 2018

 

(a) The rate is the proportion of population below 50% of household equivalised income 
after taxes and transfers. 

Source: OECD Data. 
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Based on the ANU modelling, the authors of the 
report claim there would have been 5.8 million 
Australians in poverty in June 2020 had the extra 
COVID-19 income supports not been introduced. It 
was estimated that 9.9% of people were below the 
(50% of median household income) poverty line in 
June 2020, compared with 11.8% in 2019, while 
22.7% would have been in poverty in June 2020 
without the new income support arrangements. The 
poverty rate of people living in households that relied 
on the JobSeeker Payment fell from 76% in 2019 to 
15% in June 2020. Poverty rates for people living in 
households headed by sole parents fell from 34% to 
19% for the same period. 

The impact of the tax 
and transfer system on 
income inequality 

Australia has a highly targeted 
and progressive tax and transfer 
system that is used to reduce 
income inequality. This results in 
the lowest quintile (or bottom 
20%) of the household income 
distribution receiving the highest 
shares of total social assistance 
benefits (such as Family Tax 
Benefits) and transfers (such as 
Medicare rebates) while paying 
the lowest shares of taxes. The 
opposite is true for those in the 
highest quintile (or top 20%) of 
the household distribution. For 
example, ABS data shows in 
2015–16 the top 20% of all 
households paid around 50% of 
all taxes on income and 
production, while the bottom 
20% paid only 5%. In terms of social benefits, the 
bottom 20% received 37%, while the top 20% 
received around 11%. 

In its 2018 report Rising inequality? A stocktake of 
the evidence the Productivity Commission found: 

Income tax and government transfers have 
typically lowered the measure of overall income 
inequality (the Gini coefficient) by 30 per cent, an 
equalising effect that far outweighs the overall 

increase in the measure since the late 1980s. This 
equalising effect has fluctuated over time, but 
overall there has been no material change in the 
past thirty years. 

Figure 8 shows the impact of taxation, social 
assistance benefits and social transfers on the share 
of total gross disposable household income going to 
Australian households in 2019–20. The effect of the 
tax transfer system contributes to the total household 
income share going to the top 20% (or highest 
quintile) of the household income distribution falling 
from 47.9% to 35.2%, while the share accruing to the 
bottom 20% (or lowest quintile) almost triples from 
4.0% to 11.8%. 

Household net worth or wealth 

Household net worth or wealth is the stock of 
financial and non-financial assets held by households 
minus their liabilities. Household assets include bank 
accounts, superannuation balances, shares and 
trusts, and the value of own businesses. Liabilities of 

Figure 8 – Quintile shares of gross disposable household income, 2019–20

 

Source: ABS, Australian National Accounts: Distribution of Household Income, 
Consumption and Wealth, 2019–20. 
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Figure 9 – Quintile shares of equivalised disposable household income and 

household net worth, 2019–20
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On average, households in all but the bottom decile 

experienced real increases in wealth, predominantly 

in housing assets and superannuation balances 

over the past fifteen years. However, with the 

growth in wealth strongest in the upper deciles, 

some measures of wealth inequality have risen.  

While wealth distribution in Australia somewhat 

predictably is more unequal than income or 

consumption, Australia’s wealth distribution remains 

less skewed than in other countries.  

Conclusion 

Further reading 
Figure 11 – Gini coefficient for household net worth or 

wealth, 2009–10 to 2019–20 
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Figure 1 – Annual change in Wage Price Index (WPI) and Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
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Industry wage growth over the last 

decade has been led by service industries 

Tasmania and the ACT 

have the strongest wage 

growth of the states and 

territories 

Figure 2 – Annual change in WPI in states and territories, 12 months to 

March 2022 
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Figure 3 – Average annual change in WPI in states and territories, decade 

to March 2012 and decade to March 2022 
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Other sources of wage data  

The gender wage gap  

Figure 4 – Gender wage gap, Average Weekly Ordinary Time 

Earnings (AWOTE) for adults working full-time hours, November 

1994 to November 2021 
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Figure 6 – Gender wage gap over the life cycle, non-

managerial employees average hourly total cash 

earnings, May 2021 
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Figure 5 – Gender wage gap, average hourly total cash 

earnings, May 2014 to May 2021 
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National minimum wage continues to 

fall as a proportion of median wages 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Figure 7 – Minimum wage bite, 1994 to 2021 
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International minimum wage comparisons 

Figure 8 – Annual minimum wage for OECD countries, 2020 
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Conclusion 
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Coal and gas in the Australian 

economy today 

Coal and gas employment 

Key issue 
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 This still excluded indirect employment tied to domestic uses of coal and gas – for example, jobs in local construction projects 

or manufacturing that use Australian steel as an input, or jobs in coal and gas-fired power stations and their satellite 
communities. 

Australia is self-sufficient in coal and gas, 

so why are consumers paying so much for 

power? 
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Figure 1 – Time-weighted wholesale electricity price impacts of different fuel sources, Q1 2022 
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Recent Australian policy and 
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Figure 2 – Location of existing and potential future gas 

supply and infrastructure options in the 2021 National 

gas infrastructure plan 
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Figure 3 – Daily benchmark gas prices in $ per gigajoule (GJ) for the 

Wallumbilla Gas Supply Hub (east coast wholesale benchmark 

prices) 
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Figure 4 – NEM quarterly volume-weighted average electricity spot prices ($/MWh), 2005–2022 
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Figure 5 – Change in the price components of the default market offer for retail electricity between 2021–

22 (DMO 3) and 2022–23 (DMO 4) 
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• 

• 

• 

 

Further reading 
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Unemployment and 

underemployment 

Unemployment 

Key issue 
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… JobKeeper played an 

important role in cushioning the decline in 

employment over the first half of 2020. Our baseline 

estimate is that one in five JobKeeper recipients 

would not have stayed employed during this period 

had it not been for JobKeeper. At the aggregate 

level, this implies JobKeeper prevented at least 

700,000 additional employment relationships being 

lost in the short term. Overall employment losses 

would have been twice as large over the first half of 

2020 without JobKeeper. 

Figure 1 – Unemployment rate, 1978 to 2022 (seasonally adjusted) 
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Long-term unemployment 

Figure 3 – Trends in the long-term unemployment ratio (seasonally adjusted), 1991 to 2022 
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Figure 2 – Change in the number of unemployed males and 

females (seasonally adjusted), March 2020 to March 2022
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Underemployment 

Figure 4 – Number of underemployed workers (seasonally adjusted), 2008 to 

2022 
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Employment, hours 

worked and industry 

jobs 

Employment 

Figure 5 – Underemployment rates for females and males (seasonally adjusted), 1978 to 2022 
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Figure 6 – Change in employment for males and females (seasonally 

adjusted), March 2020 to March 2022 
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 Hours worked 

Industry jobs 

Figure 7 – Index for total hours worked (seasonally adjusted), March 

2020 to March 2022 
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/labour/employment-and-unemployment/labour-force-australia/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/labour/employment-and-unemployment/labour-force-australia/latest-release


Impact of COVID-19 restrictions on 

different age groups 

Hours worked 

Impact of COVID-19 restrictions on 

casual and permanent employees 

Figure 8 – Change in hours worked by age (original estimates), March 2020 to March 2022 
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Trends in job vacancies 
Conclusion 

 

Figure 9 – Change in number of employees with and without leave entitlements, February 2020 to February 

2022 
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Figure 10 – ANZ Job Advertisement series, 1999 to 2022 
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The housing continuum 

Key issue 

Figure 1 – A housing continuum

 

https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=99cfa3f6-858f-467d-91a9-31e384534a5e&subId=31798
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1331576%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1331576%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER


Insights: challenges across Australia’s 

housing continuum 

Figure 2 – Rental affordability in capital city regions and ‘rest of state’ to Q2 2021 

Table 1 – Proportion of households that are owner occupiers compared with private and public renters, 

and proportional housing costs 

Owners and renters 
1994–95 
% 

Housing costs as a percentage of 
household income 1994–95 

2019–20 
% 

Housing costs as a percentage of 
household income 2019–20 

Owner without a mortgage 41.8 3.1 29.5 3.0 

Owner with a mortgage 29.6 18.4 36.8 15.5 

State or territory housing 
authority renters 

5.5 17.5 2.9 19.5 

Private landlord 18.4 20.1 26.2 20.2 

https://www.landcom.com.au/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8626726%22
https://www.sgsep.com.au/projects/rental-affordability-index
https://www.sgsep.com.au/projects/rental-affordability-index
https://www.sgsep.com.au/projects/rental-affordability-index
https://www.housingdata.gov.au/dashboard/x8j99pyn6wnq4ke
https://www.housingdata.gov.au/dashboard/x8j99pyn6wnq4ke
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/housing/housing-occupancy-and-costs/latest-release


The state of Australia’s social housing 

supply 

 

Figure 3 – Social housing stock as a proportion of total housing stock 
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https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2022/housing-and-homelessness


Government intervention in housing in 

general 

• 

• 

• 

Table 2 – High-level overview of housing market interventions by level of government 

Government 
level 

Supply Demand 

Encourage Discourage Encourage Discourage 

Australian Monetary policy (interest 
rates) 
 
Major infrastructure 
 
State and local 
government grants (eg 
GST, roads) 
 
Regional development 
support (RDA, City  
 
Deals, Smart Cities) 
 
Tax exemptions or 
subsidies for dwellings 
 
 
 

Prudential regulation 
(restrictive) 
 
Environmental protection 
and biodiversity 
conservation 
 
Business regulation 
 

Tax incentives (income, 
company or capital) 
 
Income support 
Subsidies (NDIS and rent) 
 
Crisis or trauma 
categorisation 
 
Employment policy 

Austerity measures 
 
Constraints on payments 
 
User fees 
 
Red tape 

https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2022/housing-and-homelessness/housing
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01329305%22


Government 
level 

Supply Demand 

Encourage Discourage Encourage Discourage 

State or 
territory 

Development 
partnerships 
 
Major or moderate 
infrastructure 
 
Transport policy settings 
 
Land supply (green or 
brownfield) 
 
Grants for targeted 
development 
 
Land use planning 
 
Good trades training  

Development deadlines 
 
Building quality regime 
 
Restrictions on 
brownfield 
 
Landholder stamp duty 
 
Value capture (a) 
Heritage restrictions 
 
Social restrictions (eg 
affordable housing)  
 
Planning system (zoning, 
rules) 
 

Homebuyer incentives 
 
Contiguous support for 
targeted group 
 
Social infrastructure 
 
Green living or energy 
incentives 
 
Public housing 
Community housing 
supports  
 
Targeted zoning 

Land tax 
 
Conveyance duty  
 
Land-based levies 
 
Tenancy rules  
 
User fees and charges 

Local Development approval 
(speed) 
 
Local infrastructure 
 
Urban partnerships 
 
Master planning 
 
Asset management plans 

Development controls, 
fees and charges 
 
Rules and regulations 
(transparency) 
 
Betterment taxes 
 
Restrictive environmental 
protections  
 
Developer contributions 
 
Heritage restrictions 

Place-based development 
and planning approach 
 
Community assets 
 
Green living incentives 
 

General rates  
 
User fees and charges 

How does the Australian Government 

currently intervene in the housing 

system? 

file://///Home4/LIB-LibraryWebPublishing/BriefingBook/2022/aa_FINALWordDocs/3_Australian%20prosperity/Reform%20of%20the%20Federation%20White%20Paper:%20Roles%20and%20Responsibilities%20in%20Housing%20and%20Homelessness
file://///Home4/LIB-LibraryWebPublishing/BriefingBook/2022/aa_FINALWordDocs/3_Australian%20prosperity/Reform%20of%20the%20Federation%20White%20Paper:%20Roles%20and%20Responsibilities%20in%20Housing%20and%20Homelessness
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8626728%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8626727%22
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/brief/what-are-managed-investment-trusts-and-how-can-they-fund-affordable-housing
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F4830783%22


Direct interventions  

 

 

Table 3 – Australian Government direct interventions in the housing market 

Intervention Targets Continuum point What is it? 

First Home Super Saver Scheme 
(FHSSS) 

First home buyers 
 

Home buyers Assists first home buyers to build a 
deposit inside their 
superannuation, to save for their 
first home, due to the 
concessional tax treatment and 
higher rate of earnings realised. 
Individuals have been able to 
make contributions since 1 July 
2017 and apply to release their 
savings since 1 July 2018. 
  

First Home Guarantee Scheme 
(FHG) 

Primarily targeted at first home 
buyers, but certain 
subprograms assist other 
cohorts. 
 

Home buyers Deposit guarantee scheme that 
provides a guarantee on eligible 
loans equal to the difference 
between a deposit of at least 5% 
and up to 20% of the property 
purchase price (to a maximum 
value, specified by area). 
Certain subprograms set the 
minimum deposit requirement at 
2%. 
 

Managed investment trusts (MIT) 
 

Investors Private renters An increase to the capital gains tax 
(CGT) discount for resident 
individuals from 50% to 60% 
where the MIT has used 
residential real estate to provide 
affordable housing for at least 3 
years prior to sale; and for non-
resident investors, a 15% 
withholding tax rate if the MIT has 
used the residential real estate to 
provide affordable housing for at 
least 10 years. 
 

Commonwealth Rent Assistance A person or family that qualifies 
for an eligible social security 
payment. 
 

Private renters A non-taxable income supplement, 
paid fortnightly to eligible 
recipients. The payment is 75 
cents for every dollar above a 
minimum rental threshold until a 
maximum rate is reached. The 
thresholds and rates vary 
depending on the household or 
family situation.  
 

https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/super/withdrawing-and-using-your-super/first-home-super-saver-scheme/
https://www.nhfic.gov.au/what-we-do/support-to-buy-a-home
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202223/TheImpactOfHousingMeasures
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2022C00194#:~:text=the%20loan%20agreement.-,29F%C2%A0%20Price%20cap,is%20located%20is%20the%20amount%20set%20out%20in%20the%20following%20table.,-Price%20Cap%20for
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2022C00194#:~:text=the%20loan%20agreement.-,29F%C2%A0%20Price%20cap,is%20located%20is%20the%20amount%20set%20out%20in%20the%20following%20table.,-Price%20Cap%20for
https://www.ato.gov.au/General/Trusts/In-detail/Managed-investment-trusts/Managed-investment-trusts---overview/
https://www.dss.gov.au/housing-support/programmes-services/commonwealth-rent-assistance


Intervention Targets Continuum point What is it? 

Specialist Disability 
Accommodation (SDA) 

For eligible participants in the 
National Disability Insurance 
Scheme. 
 

Public, community, 
private rental and 
ownership 

The NDIS funds SDA for a small 
number of NDIS participants with 
extreme functional impairment, or 
very high support needs, when 
deemed necessary and 
reasonable. SDA funding is used to 
stimulate investment in the 
building of new dwellings for NDIS 
participants. 
 

Foreign investment (restrictions) 
 

Foreign investors 
 

Home buyers Generally, foreign investors must 
seek Foreign Investment Review 
Board approval before acquiring 
residential property. Foreign 
investors are barred from 
acquiring existing dwellings, 
except where the investor is 
redeveloping an established 
dwelling in a way that ‘will 
genuinely increase Australia’s 
housing stock’ (p. 15). 
 

National Housing and 
Homelessness Agreement (NHHA) 

State and territory governments 
 

Crisis housing and social 
housing 

The Australian Government 
provides funding to the states and 
territories for the provision of 
social and community housing 
services, crisis housing and 
homelessness services. 
 

Affordable Housing Bond 
Aggregator (AHBA) 

Social housing providers Community housing The AHBA is operated by the 
National Housing Finance and 
Investment Corporation (NHFIC). 
AHBA ‘provides low cost, long-
term loans to registered 
community housing providers 
(CHPs) to support the provision of 
more social and affordable 
housing’. 
 

Coordination mechanism 

https://www.ndis.gov.au/providers/housing-and-living-supports-and-services/specialist-disability-accommodation
https://www.ndis.gov.au/providers/housing-and-living-supports-and-services/specialist-disability-accommodation
https://firb.gov.au/guidance-resources/guidance-notes/gn6
https://firb.gov.au/sites/firb.gov.au/files/guidance-notes/GN06_Residentialland_1.pdf
https://federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/agreements/national-housing-and-homelessness-agreement-0
https://federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/agreements/national-housing-and-homelessness-agreement-0
https://www.nhfic.gov.au/what-we-do/affordable-housing-bond-aggregator/
https://www.nhfic.gov.au/what-we-do/affordable-housing-bond-aggregator/
https://www.nhfic.gov.au/
https://www.nhfic.gov.au/
https://www.nhfic.gov.au/what-we-do/affordable-housing-bond-aggregator/
https://federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/agreements/national-housing-and-homelessness-agreement-0


Indirect intervention 

• 

• 

• 

What can the federal government do 

to address housing issues? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/brief/understanding-residualisation-social-housing
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/housing-assistance/housing-assistance-in-australia/data
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/territories-regions-cities/cities/city-deals
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/territories-regions-cities/regional-australia/regional-deals
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/territories-regions-cities/cities/city-deals/hobart-city-deal
https://investment.infrastructure.gov.au/
https://www.apra.gov.au/sites/default/files/APG%20223%20APG%20223%20Residential%20Mortgage%20Lending%20July%202019.pdf
https://www.apra.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-10/Letter%20to%20ADIs_Strengthening%20residential%20mortgage%20lending%20assessment.pdf
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Investments-and-assets/Residential-rental-properties/rental-expenses-to-claim/#:~:text=are%20fully%20deductible.-,Positive%20or%20negative%20gearing,you%20can%20carry%20forward%20your%20loss%20to%20the%20next%20income%20year.,-Changes%20to%20expenses
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Capital-gains-tax/Calculating-your-cgt/
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Capital-gains-tax/
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/capital-gains-tax/property-and-capital-gains-tax/your-main-residence-(home)/
https://www.rba.gov.au/statistics/cash-rate/
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1254126%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1254126%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/328
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2Fb48ac5f2-eaf4-4783-9678-c3217761b034%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2Fb48ac5f2-eaf4-4783-9678-c3217761b034%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01329305%22


 

Further reading 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6333419%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6333419%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331202%22
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/housing-homelessness#report
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F03f6c779-fe19-434e-a343-49cd94d04048%22
https://dx.doi.org/10.18408/ahuri-5119801
https://dx.doi.org/10.18408/ahuri-5119801
https://www.nhfic.gov.au/research/researchreport/state-of-the-nations-housing/state-of-the-nations-housing-2021-22/
https://www.nhfic.gov.au/research/researchreport/state-of-the-nations-housing/state-of-the-nations-housing-2021-22/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F03f6c779-fe19-434e-a343-49cd94d04048%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F03f6c779-fe19-434e-a343-49cd94d04048%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F03f6c779-fe19-434e-a343-49cd94d04048%22
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2022/housing-and-homelessness
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2022/housing-and-homelessness
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Figure 1 – Gross expenditure on research and development (GERD) by sector (in 2021 prices)  
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https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/a4cf3cb8-en.pdf?expires=1655338638&id=id&accname=ocid194681&checksum=1DA2755229B8E6F6629C7231CEB755C5
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8047450%22
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https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/research-and-experimental-development-businesses-australia-methodology/2019-20#:~:text=Modelled%20estimates%20of%20GERD
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/technology-and-innovation/research-and-experimental-development-businesses-australia/2019-20
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What is the gig economy? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Why is the gig economy expanding? 

• 

• 

• 

Key issue 
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How many people participate in the 

gig economy? 

On-demand platform work has grown but there is 

no real way to measure its true extent at this stage. 

Some gig workers are illegal, and some are working 

on the black market—certainly many of the multiple 

jobs that gig workers hold are not captured by 

official statistics. (p. 40, emphasis added) 

… 7.1 per cent of the population had offered to 

work on a digital platform in the past 12 months, 

although at the time of the survey only about 0.2 

per cent were doing full-time gig work and entirely 

reliant on that source of income. Gig work was 

concentrated in transport and food delivery (18.6 

per cent), professional services (16.9 per cent) and 

odd jobs (11.6 per cent). (p. 15, emphasis added)) 

Benefits and risks to gig economy 

workers  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Employment-related challenges 

posed by the gig economy 
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Difference between employee and 

independent contractors 

Previous interpretation of the law  

Latest interpretation of the law  

Where the parties have comprehensively committed 

the terms of their relationship to a written contract 

the validity of which is not in dispute, the 

characterisation of their relationship as one of 

employment or otherwise proceeds by reference to 

the rights and obligations of the parties under that 

contract … the task of the court is to enforce the 

parties' rights and obligations, not to form a view as 

to what a fair adjustment of the parties' rights might 

require. 

Impact of being an independent 

contractor 
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Possible gig economy employment law reforms 
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• 
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Table 1 – Workplace entitlements and protections of employees and independent contractors 

Entitlement/protection Employee  Independent contractor 

Minimum wage ✓ X 

Paid leave ✓ X 

Minimum/maximum hours ✓ X 

Superannuation  ✓ X  
 

Unfair dismissal protection ✓ X 

Workers compensation ✓ X – only where deeming provisions in 
state legislation applies 

Collective bargaining  ✓ X – only if authorised by the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission  

Covered by work health and safety laws ✓ Usually (p. 451) but not always (pp. 69–
77; 141). 
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• 

• 

 

Further reading 
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Productivity 

growth is 

crucial to 

improved living 

standards 

Key issue 

Figure 1 – Contributions to real GNI per person growth (measured in percentage 

points) 
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• 

• 

 

Figure 2 – Market sector, productivity growth – hours worked 

basis (annual percentage change)  
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Productivity growth in Australia has 

slowed in recent decades 

Figure 3 – Decomposition of labour productivity by productivity cycle (average growth per cycle) 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

What are the key factors behind the 

recent slowdown? 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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The productivity outlook 

What can governments do to boost 

productivity growth and raise living 

standards? 

Recent reforms to return to higher productivity 

growth have been patchy … A sustained decline in 

productivity growth would represent a failure on 

many levels. It would also mean a long-lasting 

stagnation in the living standards of all Australians. It 

would also be significant on a narrower, budgetary 

Figure 4 – Impact of lower productivity growth on real GDP growth (annual percentage change) 
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level [lower productivity growth would result in lower 

GDP growth, and therefore a higher debt-to-GDP 

ratio for longer]. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

… we need to update competition policy for the 

digital age, reduce entry barriers for new 

businesses, stop supporting ‘zombie’ and lagging 

firms with taxpayers’ funds, and remove mobility-

sapping distortions related to occupational licensing 

and housing taxation. 

Part of the problem is that reform has been reduced 

to changing the tax system and industrial relations,” 

he says. “The real reform areas are around fostering 

innovation and entrepreneurship and finding ways 

to grow world-competitive businesses.” 

“We also need to think about how we digitise the 

economy, give people incentives to invest and take 

sensible risks, how to rid ourselves of unnecessary 

regulatory burdens, some of which have arisen due 

to the heightened focus on national security, but all 

of which can throw grit into the mill and undermine 

our economic prospects. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

The Commission is to review Australia’s productivity 

performance and recommend an actionable 

roadmap to assist governments to make 

productivity-enhancing reforms. Each 

recommendation should qualitatively and 

quantitatively estimate the benefit of making the 

reform and identify an owner for the action and a 

timeframe in which it might occur. 

 

Further reading 
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Cost of living measures 

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

Key issue 

Table 1 – Long-term and short-term changes in measures of inflation, June 2002 to March 2022 

Index Annual change in index (%) 

 Long-term Pandemic year 1 Pandemic year 2 
Total: 2 years of 

pandemic 

 
June 2002 to March 

2020 (a) 
March 2020 to March 

2021 
March 2021 to March 

2022 
March 2020 to March 

2022 

All groups CPI 2.4 1.1 5.1 8.3 

Trimmed mean 2.5 1.1 3.7 4.9 

Weighted median 2.6 1.2 3.2 4.4 



Underlying inflation 

Selected Living Cost Indexes (SLCI) 

Consumer Price Index over time 

Table 2 – Long-term and short-term changes in CPI indexes, by group, March 2000 to March 2022 

CPI group 

Annual change in index (%) 

Long-term 
Pandemic  

year 1 
Pandemic  

year 2 
Total 2 years of 

pandemic 
March 2000 to 

March 2020 
March 2020 to 

March 2021 
March 2021 to 

March 2022 
March 2020 to 

March 2022 
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 2.8 0.7 4.3 5.1 
Alcohol and tobacco 5.4 7.9 1.8 9.9 
Clothing and footwear -0.1 0.0 -1.5 -1.5 
Housing 3.7 -1.1 6.7 5.5 
Furnishings, household equipment and 
services 

0.9 2.7 4.9 7.7 

Health 4.6 3.0 3.5 6.6 
Transport 1.8 0.4 13.7 14.1 
Communication -0.4 -1.9 -0.8 -2.7 
Recreation and culture 0.9 1.5 3.0 4.5 
Education 4.8 -0.1 4.7 4.6 
Insurance and financial services (a) na 0.6 2.7 3.3 
All groups CPI 2.6 1.1 5.1 6.3 



Consumer Price Index by 

group 

Consumer Price Index by expenditure 

class 

Figure 1 – Long-term and short-term changes in CPI indexes, by 

group, March 2000 to March 2022 

 

Table 3 – Top 5 expenditure classes: increase in CPI, March 2000 to March 2022 

CPI expenditure class 

Annual change in index (%) 

Long-term 
Pandemic  

year 1 
Pandemic  

year 2 
Total 2 years of 

pandemic 
March 2000 to 

March 2020 
March 2020 to 

March 2021 
March 2021 to 

March 2022 
March 2020 to 

March 2022 
Automotive fuel 3.0 -3.6 35.1 30.3 
New dwelling purchase by owner-occupiers 3.4 1.2 13.7 15.0 
Vegetables 3.7 -6.6 12.7 5.3 
Beef and veal 3.8 8.4 12.1 21.5 
Other non-durable household products 1.4 -1.0 11.8 10.7 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/AustraliascostoflivingFigure1/Dashboard1


Automotive Fuel 

New Dwelling Purchase by Owner-

Occupiers 

Vegetables 

Beef and Veal 

Other Non-durable Household Products 

Other expenditure classes of interest 

Electricity and gas 

Rents 

Coffee and tea 



 

Table 4 – Selected expenditure classes: increases in CPI indexes, March 2021 to March 2022 

CPI expenditure class 

Annual change in index (%) 

Long-term 
Pandemic  

year 1 
Pandemic  

year 2 
Total 2 years of 

pandemic 
March 2000 to March 

2020 
March 2020 to 

March 2021 
March 2021 to 

March 2022 
March 2020 to 

March 2022 
Rent 3.0 -1.4 1.0 -0.4 
Electricity 6.0 -11.2 3.5 -8.1 
Gas and other household fuels 5.9 -1.4 7.4 5.9 
Coffee, tea and cocoa 0.8 -0.9 8.2 7.2 
Motor vehicles -0.9 5.7 6.6 12.6 
Tobacco 9.7 16.8 3.0 20.3 

Figure 3 – Index increase and contribution to CPI, selected expenditure classes 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8482939%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8482939%22
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/AustraliascostoflivingFigure3/Dashboard1
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/AustraliascostoflivingFigure3/Dashboard1


Weighting and averaging of 

household expenditure 
Selected Cost of Living Cost Indexes 

Figure 4 – Index value by quarter, March 2002 to March 2022, selected expenditure classes 

Figure 5 – Top expenditure classes contributing to CPI 

Increase, March 2021 to March 2022 
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• 

• 

• 

Comparing the movement in Cost of 

Living Indexes and the CPI 

Table 5 – Proportion of household expenditure allocated to selected expenditure groups, SLCI and CPI, 

2021 

Household type Expenditure group 
Cost of living index CPI Difference 

Percentage of 
expenditure 

Percentage of 
expenditure 

(Percentage 
points) 

Age Pension Health 12.2 6.5 5.7 
Other Govt Transfer 
Recipient 

Alcohol and Tobacco 12.7 9.0 3.7 

Employee Insurance and Financial 9.5 5.8 3.7 
Age Pension Housing 20.3 23.2 -2.9 
Age Pension Education 0.2 4.6 -4.5 
Employee Housing 15.1 23.2 -8.1 

Household type/SLCI Principal source of income 

Employee households Wages and salaries  

Age pensioner households Age pension or veterans’ affairs pension  

Other government transfer recipient households Government pension or benefit other than the age pension or 
veterans’ affairs pension  

Self-funded retiree households Superannuation or property income 

Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost Index Age pension or veterans’ affairs and other pension government 
pension or benefit combined 



Price rises compared to income 

Table 6 – Long-term and short-term changes in SLCI and CPI indexes, March 2002 to March 2022 

Household type 

Annual change in index (%) 

Long-term 
Pandemic  

year 1 
Pandemic  

year 2 
Total 2 years of 

pandemic 
March 2000 to 

March 2020 
March 2020 to 

March 2021 
March 2021 to 

March 2022 
March 2020 to 

March 2022 
Employee households 2.4 0.6 4.6 2.6 
Age pensioner households 2.5 0.0 3.8 1.9 
Other government transfer recipient 
households 

2.8 0.5 4.9 2.7 

Self-funded retiree households 2.9 0.7 4.3 2.5 
Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost 
Index 

2.6 1.3 4.4 2.8 

All groups CPI 2.6 1.1 5.1 3.1 

Figure 6 – Annual change in Wage Price Index and Consumer Price Index, by quarter, March 2002 to 

March 2022 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/AustraliascostoflivingFigure6/Dashboard1


 

Further reading 
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Stephen McMaugh, Science, Technology, Environment and Resources 

 

 

A changing system 

Key issue 
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Australia’s electricity system 

Figure 1 – Australia’s renewable and non-renewable electricity generation 
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Electricity market governance 

National Electricity Rules and National 

Electricity Law 

Planning for the future 
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Background 

Industry maturity and pensions 

Key issue 
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Retirement income covenants 

Retirement income covenant design 
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The pathway to achieving retirement 

income covenants 

Other emerging superannuation 

issues 

Financial advice 

Table 1 – Indicative implementation pathway for retirement income covenants, 2022–2025 

By 1 July 2022 Prepare retirement income strategies 

Assess the outcomes of existing products and assistance offered to members (in 
business performance review and annual outcomes assessment) 

Update business plan to reflect retirement income strategy 

Take reasonable steps to gather the information necessary to inform the strategy 

From 1 July 2022 Retirement income strategy in place and summary published on website 

Regular monitoring of outcomes against retirement income strategy 

2022–2023 (and annually) Undertake annual outcomes assessment of retirement income products 

Assess initial impact of retirement income strategy as part of business performance 
review 

Capture annual review findings in business plan 

By 30 June 2025 Complete first triennial review of the retirement income strategy (proposed) 
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Taxation of superannuation 

Retirees’ reluctance to spend their nest 

egg 

Incentives to draw down assets to finance living 

standards in retirement are not effective. The 

majority of people are not using their 

superannuation balances and other savings 

effectively to maintain their living standards in 

retirement. If they did so, they could achieve the 

same retirement outcome with a lower level of 
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saving and higher standard of living in their working 

life. 

 

Further reading 
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Recent trends in population growth 

134,800 88,800 

 

Overall, this was driven by a large net outflow of 

85,000 overseas migrants from capital cities as well 

as increased internal migration from capital cities to 

regional areas. Natural increase (births less deaths) 

was largely unchanged from the previous year.  

Key issue 
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Overseas migration by region 

Internal migration  

 

Table 1 – Population change, summary – states and territories year ending June 2021 
 

NSW Victoria Queensland South 

Australia 

Western 

Australia 

Tasmania Northern 

Territory 

ACT Australia 

Estimated 

Resident 

Population 

(ERP) 

8,189,266 6,649,159 5,221,170 1,773,243 2,681,633 541,479 246,338 432,266 25,739,256 

Growth 22,242 -44,699 45,925 2,966 17,421 943 103 1,053 45,989 

Growth Rate 

(%) 

0.27 -0.67 0.89 0.17 0.65 0.17 0.04 0.24 0.18 

Components of Population Change 

Births 97,728 70,654 61,381 19,312 33,772 5,867 3,790 5,420 297,954 

Deaths 53,339 40,965 32,029 13,772 15,302 4,529 1,145 2,102 163,202 

Natural 

Increase 

44,389 29,689 29,352 5,540 18,470 1,338 2,645 3,318 134,752 

Net Interstate 

Migration 

-16,676 -18,300 30,939 704 4,592 49 -2,159 851 NA 

Net Overseas 

Migration 

-5,471 -56,088 -14,366 -3,278 -5,641 -444 -383 -3,116 -88,763 
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Figure 1 – Capital cities population growth and components of population change 2019 and 2021 

Figure 2 – Net internal migration 2001–2021; capital cities with the largest net internal migration flows in 

2021 
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Figure 3 – Arrivals and departures by capital city and rest of state for Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and 

Perth, March 2020 and March 2021 quarters 

Departures 
from 

Arrivals to 

 
Greater 
Sydney 

Rest of 
NSW 

Greater 
Melbourne 

Rest of 
Vic. 

Greater 
Brisbane 

Rest of 
Qld 

Greater 
Perth 

Rest of 
WA 

Total 
departures 

Net 
gain/loss 

March 2020 quarter 

Greater Sydney . 10,490 3,180 549 2,633 3,149 1,115 143 24,188 -8,087 

Rest of NSW 6,434 . 1,695 1,490 2,295 3,932 413 205 19,281 2,547 

Greater 
Melbourne 

2,333 1,645 . 9,122 1,851 2,330 1,156 233 21,406 -2,163 

Rest of Vic. 441 1,429 6,149 . 593 1,164 287 126 11,470 2,753 

Greater 
Brisbane 

1,874 1,846 1,674 532 . 9,753 510 127 17,964 1,874 

Rest of Qld 1,565 2,753 1,629 856 9,714 . 708 358 19,588 4,394 

Greater Perth 958 428 1,529 317 662 679 . 3,636 9,238 -72 

Rest of WA 127 220 177 139 112 442 3,789 . 5,444 -152 

Total arrivals 16,101 21,828 19,243 14,223 19,838 23,982 9,166 5,292 152,907 . 

March 2021 quarter 

Greater Sydney . 12,987 3,218 626 3,055 3,347 1,426 197 28,439 -8,169 

Rest of NSW 7,913 . 1,763 1,657 2,754 4,440 647 266 23,145 3,706 

Greater 
Melbourne 

3,422 2,195 . 11,855 2,347 3,188 1,718 230 28,540 -8,273 

Rest of Vic. 557 1,966 7,024 . 726 1,530 423 189 14,110 3,409 

Greater 
Brisbane 

2,137 2,202 1,721 581 . 10,442 672 155 19,999 3,274 

Rest of Qld 2,117 3,367 1,664 935 11,148 . 902 410 23,056 3,761 

Greater Perth 1,179 457 1,415 292 648 719 . 4,263 10,108 1,554 

Rest of WA 148 182 200 134 169 355 4,454 . 6,131 85 

Total arrivals 20,270 26,851 20,267 17,519 23,273 26,817 11,662 6,216 181,854 . 

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/regional-internal-migration-estimates-provisional/mar-2021
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/regional-internal-migration-estimates-provisional/mar-2021
https://population.gov.au/sites/population.gov.au/files/2022-03/econote-regional-population-australia2020-21.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/regional-internal-migration-estimates-provisional/mar-2021
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/AustraliaspopulationrecentchangesFig3/Sydney


Three of the fastest growing small areas (SA4s) in 

Australia were in regional areas close to the east 

coast capital cities. Geelong in Victoria was the 

second fastest growing SA4, growing at 2.1 per 

cent in 2020–21, behind only Ipswich in 

Queensland. The Hunter Valley in New South Wales 

(2.1 per cent) and the Sunshine Coast in 

Queensland (1.9 per cent) followed in third and 

fourth place. (p. 5) 

Future population changes 

Table 3 – Commonwealth Electoral Divisions 

(CED) with the largest population changes 2020–

2021 

State 
Commonwealth Electoral 

Division (CED) 
Change 2020-2021 

  
 

no. % 

10 CED with the greatest proportional increase 

Vic Corangamite 6104 4.3 

Vic McEwen 5862 3.7 

Vic La Trobe 5425 3.4 

NSW Macarthur 6302 3.2 

Qld Blair 5614 3.0 

NSW Paterson 4727 2.8 

Qld Fisher 4425 2.6 

Qld Wright 4664 2.6 

Qld Fadden 5094 2.6 

Vic Lalor 4811 2.5 

10 CED with the greatest proportional decrease 

Vic Bruce -4332 -2.3 

Vic Cooper -3991 -2.3 

NSW Sydney -6332 -2.6 

Vic Fraser -5181 -2.7 

Vic Hotham -6311 -3.0 

Vic Chisholm -6170 -3.1 

Vic Higgins -5680 -3.3 

Vic Kooyong -6418 -3.6 

Vic Macnamara -6999 -3.7 

Vic Melbourne -15065 -6.3 

  TOTAL AUSTRALIA 44875 0.2 

 

https://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/home/remoteness+structure
https://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/home/remoteness+structure
https://population.gov.au/data-and-forecasts/projections
https://population.gov.au/data-and-forecasts/projections
https://population.gov.au/publications/statements/2021-population-statement
https://population.gov.au/publications/statements/2021-population-statement
https://population.gov.au/publications/statements/2021-population-statement
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/regional-population/2020-21#data-download
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/regional-population/2020-21#data-download
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/regional-internal-migration-estimates-provisional/mar-2021
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https://treasury.gov.au/publication/2021-intergenerational-report
https://treasury.gov.au/publication/2021-intergenerational-report


Dr Susan Love, Social Policy 

 

 

Migration Program planning levels 

Key issue 

Figure 1 – Migration Program outcomes 2003–04 to 

2022–23 
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Temporary visas 
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COVID-19 measures and pandemic 

recovery 

Figure 2 – Temporary visa holders in Australia (selected categories), snapshots at 31 March, 2013–2022 
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Visa transitioning and pathways to 

permanent residence 
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Key issue 

 

 n 201 –20  Government e penditure was 

appro imately  1 .4 billion for  ommonwealth 

 ome  upport Programme (   P)  home care and 

residential care.  are recipients contributed another 

 5.  billion. 
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• 

People accessing aged care 

Unmet need 

Figure 1 – Aged care clients and Australian Government expenditure on aged care by jurisdiction (2020–

21)
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Rights-based aged care 

Funding 

• 

• 

Figure 2 – Hospital patient days used by those eligible and waiting for residential aged care, by 

jurisdiction and year 
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Financial health of the sector 

The Survey for the 3 month period ending 

September 2021 continues to highlight the 

declining financial sustainability of the sector, with 

residential aged care becoming a major focal point 

of consternation. 

The average operating results for residential aged 

care homes in all geographic sectors was an 

operating loss of $7.30 per bed per day despite the 

additional Basic Daily Fee supplement of $10 per 

bed day … 

Care recipient fees  

Care funding in residential care  

Accommodation deposits  
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Governance, safety and quality 

System governance 

• 

• 

• 

Safety and quality 

• 

• 

Workforce  

Getting the aged care workforce right is vital to the 

success of any future aged care system … 

While many excellent people work in aged care, 

there are systemic workforce problems that must 

be addressed. Of the public submissions we 

 

In 2020, direct care was provided by 

• almost 20  000 people 
working in in residential aged 
care 

• over  4 000 people 
working in home care 

• almost  0 000 people 
working in    P 

 n 2020  personal care workers 

made up between  0 –    

of the direct care workforce 

in residential aged care  home 

care and    P 
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received, approximately 70% identified staffing as a 

concern … 

The aged care workforce is poorly paid for difficult 

and important work. There are often not enough 

staff members to provide the care that is necessary 

… (pp. 371–2). 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vacancies and attrition 

• 

• 

• 

Projections 

• 

• 

• 

Remuneration  

• 

Figure 3 – Projected number of direct care FTE in aged care 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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What next for aged care? 

 

Further reading 
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A snapshot in time 

Key issue 
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Cases and deaths Cases and deaths in residential aged care 

and NDIS services 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Health system 

Hospitals and the National partnership on 

COVID-19 response 

Figure 1 – Daily Coronavirus cases and deaths in 

Australia 
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Primary care 

Temporary Medicare Benefit Schedule (MBS) 

items 

Medicines 

• 

Figure 2 – Medicare services and benefits processed 

for COVID-19 related MBS items by quarter 
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• 

• 

• 

Vaccinations 

Evaluation and regulation 

Figure 3 – COVID-19 vaccines with provisional registration in Australia 
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COVID-19 vaccine program 

• 

• 

• 

Health implications of the COVID-19 

pandemic 

Elective surgeries 

Long COVID (post COVID-19 condition) 

Clinical case definition and standardised data 

collection 
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… occurs in individuals with a history of probable or 

confirmed SARS-CoV-2 infection, usually 3 months 

from the onset of COVID-19 with symptoms and 

that last for at least 2 months and cannot be 

explained by an alternative diagnosis. Common 

symptoms include fatigue, shortness of breath, 

cognitive dysfunction but also others and generally 

have an impact on everyday functioning. Symptoms 

may be new onset following initial recovery from an 

acute COVID-19 episode or persist from the initial 

illness. Symptoms may also fluctuate or relapse 

over time. 

Incidence and prevalence of post COVID-19 

condition 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Figure 4 – Common symptoms of post COVID-19 condition 
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o 

o 

o 
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Association with COVID-19 vaccines  

Future considerations 
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How is the NDIS currently funded? 

 

 

 

How much does the NDIS cost? 

Table 1 – Projected state and territory contributions to the NDIS* 

State/ 
territory 

Commencement of 
bilateral agreement 

2018–19  2019–20  2020–21  2021–22  2022–23  

NSW 2018 $3.2 billion $3.3 billion $3.5 billion $3.6 billion $3.7 billion 

Vic 2019 N/A $2.6 billion $2.7 billion $2.8 billion $2.9 billion 

ACT 2019 N/A $168.8 million $175.5 million $182.6 million $189.9 million 

Qld 2020 (some clauses 
from 2019) 

N/A N/A $2.1 billion $2.2 billion $2.3 billion 

SA 2018 $747.9 million $777.7 million $808.7 million $840.9 million $874.4 million 

Tas 2019 N/A $244.3 million $254.0 million $264.1 million $274.6 million 

NT 2019 N/A $103.6 million $107.7 million $112.0 million $116.5 million 

WA** 2017 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/disability-support/report
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01196600%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22constitution%2Fconstitu%2Fconstitution81.doc%22
https://treasury.gov.au/consultation/increase-in-the-medicare-levy-disabilitycare-australia
https://www.finance.gov.au/government/australian-government-investment-funds/disabilitycare-australia-fund
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=4ffcd7af-e0d3-4eed-9c7d-77c567f2206d&subId=716740
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=4ffcd7af-e0d3-4eed-9c7d-77c567f2206d&subId=716740
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2Fa7eeaba3-1b29-42ce-93f2-ae4ee9b4c90c%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2Fa7eeaba3-1b29-42ce-93f2-ae4ee9b4c90c%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fbudget%2F2022_11%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fbudget%2F2022_11%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331312%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331312%22
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2022/community-services/services-for-people-with-disability
https://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/governance/intergovernmental-agreements
https://www.ndis.gov.au/media/3504/download?attachment
https://federation.gov.au/about/agreements/bilateral-agreement-between-commonwealth-australia-and-state-new-south-wales
https://federation.gov.au/about/agreements/bilateral-agreement-between-commonwealth-and-victoria-national-disability
https://federation.gov.au/about/agreements/bilateral-agreement-between-commonwealth-australia-and-australian-capital
https://federation.gov.au/about/agreements/bilateral-agreement-between-commonwealth-australia-and-queensland-national
https://federation.gov.au/about/agreements/bilateral-agreement-between-commonwealth-australia-and-state-south-australia
https://federation.gov.au/about/agreements/bilateral-agreement-between-commonwealth-australia-and-state-tasmania-national
https://federation.gov.au/about/agreements/bilateral-agreement-between-commonwealth-australia-and-northern-territory-national


  

Table 3 – NDIS committed supports, payments and plan utilisation to 31 March 2022  

($million) 2013–14 
 

2014–15 
 

2015–16 
 

2016–17 
 

2017–18 
 

2018–19 
 

2019–20 
 

2020–21 
 

2021–22 
to date 

Total 
committed 

134.0 497.2 940.4 3,244.1 7,775.3 14,575.5 24,420.9 32,329.0 26,434.7 

Total paid 85.8 370.9 704.2 2,187.1 5,440.9 10,402.8 17,308.8 23,474.9 18,853.6 

Utilisation 
to date  

64% 75% 75% 67% 70% 71% 71% 73% 71% 

Table 2 – Budget estimates for reasonable and necessary supports, 2021–22 to 2025–26 

Contributor 
($billion) 

2021–22 
 

2022–23 
 

2023–24 2024–25 2025–26 

Commonwealth 18.3 22.3 25.9 28.8 31.5 

States and territories 11.1 11.2 12.1 12.6 13.1 

Total 29.3 33.9 38.0 41.4 44.6 

Commonwealth (% of 
total) 

62% 66% 68% 70% 71% 

States and territories 
(% of total) 

38% 34% 32% 30% 29% 

Figure 1 – Commonwealth, state and territory government contributions to the NDIS (2020–21 dollars) 
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https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01331312%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2Fa7eeaba3-1b29-42ce-93f2-ae4ee9b4c90c%22
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2022/community-services/services-for-people-with-disability


Long-term projections 

Table 4 – Comparison of NDIS projections to 2029–30 (accrual basis)  

$million 2021–22 2022–23 2023–24 2024–25 2029–30 

PC 2017* 23,708 25,238 26,839 28,500 38,130 

AFSR Dec 2020 
update 

28,139 32,900 36,906 40,659 60,324 

AFSR 2020–21 29,223 33,886 37,973 41,373 59,284 

PBS 2021–22 26,487 28,257  29,425  31,884 Not available 

Figure 2 – Change in projected payments from 

different forecast models 
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Why are projections for the NDIS 

going up? 

• 

• 

• 

Figure 3 – Intergenerational report projections of 

NDIS expenditure as a proportion of GDP

 

Figure 4 – Government spending on the NDIS compared with other programs as a proportion of GDP 
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Examining the benefits of the NDIS 
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• 
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Proposals to fund the NDIS into the 

future 
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• 

• 
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services 

Key issue 

https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/mental-health/report/mental-health-volume1.pdf
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/mental-health/report/mental-health-volume1.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Post_COVID-19_condition-Clinical_case_definition-2021.1
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/report-content/prevalence-impact-and-burden-of-mental-health
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/report-contents/emergency-department-mental-health-services
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8588739%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8588739%22
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/report-content/prevalence-impact-and-burden-of-mental-health
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/mental-health/report


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Access and workforce 
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Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 

• 

• 

Figure 1 – Number and full-time equivalent of staff per 100,000 people in mental health-related areas 

  Number FTE per 100,000 people 

Psychiatrists 3,615 13.7 

Mental health nurses 24,111 90.2 

Psychologists 28,412 95.3 

Community mental health care services staff 13,948 139.6 

https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/mental-health/report/mental-health-volume2.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-mental-health-workforce-strategy-a-literature-review
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8628321%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8612108%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8612108%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/HealthWorkforce
https://www.who.int/health-topics/health-workforce#tab=tab_1
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/nursing-and-midwifery
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/nursing-and-midwifery
https://www.projecthope.org/the-global-health-worker-shortage-10-numbers-to-note/04/2022/
https://www.projecthope.org/the-global-health-worker-shortage-10-numbers-to-note/04/2022/
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA75/A75_14-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA75/A75_14-en.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/10398562211038906
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8323378%22
https://www.abs.gov.au/articles/first-insights-national-study-mental-health-and-wellbeing-2020-21
https://www.abs.gov.au/articles/first-insights-national-study-mental-health-and-wellbeing-2020-21
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/health/health-conditions-and-risks/national-health-survey-first-results/latest-release
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/report-contents/workforce
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/report-contents/specialised-mental-health-care-facilities


Mental health services and 

prescriptions used during the 

pandemic 

Figure 2 – Number of PBS mental health-related 

prescriptions dispensed, by week, January 2019–

November 2021 

 

Figure 3 – Crisis and support organisation contacts, by week, 

January 2020–January 2022  
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Research on mental health risks, 

COVID-19 and disasters 

• 
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• 

Suicide and the pandemic 

Figure 4 – Age-standardised* suicide rate per 100,000 by sex, 2000–2020  
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Caring for the workforce 

Key issue 

187,597 
allied health practitioners 

105,293 
medical practitioners 

349,589 
nurses & midwives 

In 2020, 75% of health practitioners 
were registered in major cities 
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Emotional wellbeing, burnout and COVID-

19 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

which 

Regulation of the workforce 
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Workforce challenges 

Geographic (mal)distribution 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Workforce classifications 

Table 1 – Employed health professionals per 100,000 population, by remoteness area, 2018 
 

Major cities Inner regional  Outer regional  Remote Very remote 

Dentists 57.4 40.6 35.5 27.1 21.1 

General practitioners 105.2 108.9 103.5 136.6 152.8 

Nurses and midwives 1,030.2 1,004.6 970.5 1,137.0 1,191.3 

Occupational therapists 57.3 48.0 44.7 32.7 19.6 

Optometrists 18.1 15.7 10.8 8.4 6.9 

Pharmacists 81.4 69.3 66.8 65.3 45.7 

Physiotherapists 94.5 65.7 52.6 44.7 50.9 

Podiatrists 16.0 16.4 10.4 10.7 6.9 

Psychologists 74.6 47.7 33.5 27.1 18.5 

Specialists 143.1 82.7 62.9 60.6 22.2 
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Medical education and early postgraduate 

training 

Internships and an increased focus on 

generalist competencies and skills 

Figure 1 – Current and proposed outcomes for medical 

training models
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Postgraduate training bottlenecks 

Complex and evolving system 

Bulk-billing  

Digital technology 
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https://www2.deloitte.com/au/en/pages/life-sciences-and-healthcare/articles/australias-health-reimagined.html


New and anticipated strategies and 

plans 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

What next? 

Figure 2 – Current and anticipated demand on 

health workers without systemic change 

 

Further reading 

https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1331162%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
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https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/nurses-and-midwives/what-we-do#policy-and-strategy
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1331171%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1331171%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
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https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/health-workforce
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Constitutional recognition – recent 

history 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Uluru Statement from the Heart 

Key issue 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7117011%22
https://antar.org.au/reports/report-expert-panel-recognising-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples-constitution
https://antar.org.au/reports/report-expert-panel-recognising-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples-constitution
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https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/Committees/Senate/committee/jscatsi_ctte/final_report/report.pdf?la=en&hash=8B1D4F41593B2122D2C27D0596041D3FD8D50A21
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/Committees/Senate/committee/jscatsi_ctte/final_report/report.pdf?la=en&hash=8B1D4F41593B2122D2C27D0596041D3FD8D50A21
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=date-eFirst;page=0;query=Title%3A%22statement%20presented%22%20Dataset%3Ajrnart,jrnart88;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F5308706%22
https://ulurustatement.org/take-action/yarrabah-affirmation/
https://www.aph.gov.au/constitutionalrecognition
https://www.aph.gov.au/constitutionalrecognition
https://www.aph.gov.au/constitutionalrecognition
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024213%2F0000%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024213%2F0000%22
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-22/anthony-albanese-acceptance-speech-full-transcript/101088736#:~:text=%22I%20begin%20by%20acknowledging%20the%20traditional%20owners%20of%20the%20land%20on%20which%20we%20meet.%20I%20pay%20my%20respects%20to%20their%20elders%20past%2C%20present%20and%20emerging.%20And%20on%20behalf%20of%20the%20Australian%20Labor%20Party%2C%20I%20commit%20to%20the%20Uluru%20Statement%20from%20the%20heart%20in%20full.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-22/anthony-albanese-acceptance-speech-full-transcript/101088736#:~:text=And%20together%20we,who%20is%20here.
https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/
https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/dialogues.html
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5345708%22
https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/view-the-statement/#:~:text=We%20seek%20constitutional%20reforms%20to%20empower%20our%20people%20and%20take%20a%20rightful%20place%20in%20our%20own%20country.
https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/view-the-statement/#:~:text=We%20seek%20constitutional%20reforms%20to%20empower%20our%20people%20and%20take%20a%20rightful%20place%20in%20our%20own%20country.
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/nitv-news/article/2017/05/25/breaking-delegates-walk-out-constitutional-recognition-forum-protest
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/89947/0


The Yarrabah Affirmation 

Responses to the Uluru Statement 

The Referendum Council Final Report 

2018 Joint Select Committee 

Indigenous Voice co-design process 

2019–2021 and Final Report 2021 

https://ulurustatemdev.wpengine.com/education/faqs/#:~:text=Makarrata%20is%20a%20Yolgnu%20word%20meaning%20%E2%80%98a%20coming%20together%20after%20a%20struggle%E2%80%99.
https://ulurustatemdev.wpengine.com/education/faqs/#:~:text=Makarrata%20is%20a%20Yolgnu%20word%20meaning%20%E2%80%98a%20coming%20together%20after%20a%20struggle%E2%80%99.
https://ulurustatemdev.wpengine.com/education/faqs/
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/78018/0
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https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024213%2F0010%22
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https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5296425%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5296425%22
https://ulurustatemdev.wpengine.com/take-action/yarrabah-affirmation/#:~:text=Early%202024%2C%20Saturday%2C%2027%20January%20is%20the%20day%20after%20Invasion%20Day/Australia%20Day
https://ulurustatemdev.wpengine.com/take-action/yarrabah-affirmation/#:~:text=Early%202024%2C%20Saturday%2C%2027%20January%20is%20the%20day%20after%20Invasion%20Day/Australia%20Day
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/78018/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F5596294%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/75508/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8362971%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8362971%22
https://voice.niaa.gov.au/process
https://voice.niaa.gov.au/process
https://voice.niaa.gov.au/process/local-regional-co-design-group
https://voice.niaa.gov.au/process/national-co-design-group
https://voice.niaa.gov.au/process/senior-advisory-group
https://voice.niaa.gov.au/process/senior-advisory-group
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/89664/0


… presents the proposals and recommendations 

for an Indigenous Voice—a cohesive and integrated 

system comprised of Local & Regional Voices and a 

National Voice—with connections to existing 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander bodies. This 

Final Report also presents considerations for 

implementing an Indigenous Voice and details the 

consultation and engagement process. (p. 9) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

A National Voice 

The Australian Parliament and Government 

• 

• 

http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/89664/0
https://voice.niaa.gov.au/process#:~:text=models%20to%20enhance%20local%20and%20regional%20decision%2Dmaking%20and%20options%20to%20provide%20a%20voice%20for%20Indigenous%20Australians%20to%20government
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/89664/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8338430%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/89664/0
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8338430%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F2b401e1a-4560-49e7-8aef-8cb6d206612a%22


… note the support for the enshrinement of the 

Indigenous Voice in the Constitution that was 

expressed particularly through the submissions 

received as part of the consultation process 

(Recommendation 6, p. 14). 

It would be disrespectful and, quite frankly, stupid 

not to take into very deep consideration the work 

that’s been done by the expert advisory group … 

They have delivered their final report, and I am sure 

that parts of that report are very relevant for new 

discussion and new direction. 

2022 election platforms 

Potential next steps 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8616874%22
https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/
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https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8636962%22
https://greens.org.au/news/uluru-statement-heart
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485046%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485046%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8636936%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8581331%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8553425%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22emms%2Femms%2F1075226%22
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https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024213%2F0000%22


Constitutional and representative 

structures for Indigenous peoples in 

comparable countries 

Further reading 

https://www.aec.gov.au/elections/referendums/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01271438%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01271438%22
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https://www.reconciliation.org.au/reconciliation/australian-reconciliation-barometer/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/reconciliation/australian-reconciliation-barometer/
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https://www.parliament.nz/en/get-involved/features/150-years-of-m%C4%81ori-representation-in-parliament/
https://theconversation.com/explainer-the-significance-of-the-treaty-of-waitangi-110982
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/treaty/the-treaty-in-brief
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/treaty/treaty-faqs#IstheTreatystillvalid
https://www.ncsl.org/legislators-staff/legislators/quad-caucus/an-issue-of-sovereignty.aspx
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/article-1/
https://americanindian.si.edu/nationtonation/
https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/treaties
https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/treaties
https://www.loc.gov/item/usrep187553/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/27/us/cherokee-nation-delegate-congress.html
https://www.publicradiotulsa.org/local-regional/2021-02-12/cherokee-nation-hopeful-delegate-to-congress-could-be-seated-this-year#stream/0
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/page-13.html#docCont
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https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100028574/1529354437231
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/page-12.html#docCont
https://www.constitutionalstudies.ca/2021/09/equitable-compensation-for-a-breach-of-the-crowns-fiduciary-duty-towards-first-nations/
https://www.constitutionalstudies.ca/2021/09/equitable-compensation-for-a-breach-of-the-crowns-fiduciary-duty-towards-first-nations/
https://search.informit.org/doi/abs/10.3316/ielapa.412401997083337
https://search.informit.org/doi/abs/10.3316/ielapa.412401997083337
https://search.informit.org/doi/abs/10.3316/ielapa.412401997083337
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/page-13.html#docCont
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/page-13.html#docCont
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/nunavut
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/first-nations-negotiations/about-first-nations-treaty-process
https://ulurustatemdev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ULU00274_TheVoice_DownloadPDF_V2_1Page.pdf
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• 
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• 

• 

What is meant by ‘Closing the Gap’? 

Key issue 

https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/jrnart/8615171/upload_binary/8615171.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22library/jrnart/8615171%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/jrnart/8615171/upload_binary/8615171.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22library/jrnart/8615171%22
https://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/
https://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/4-new-approach
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/4-new-approach
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/4-new-approach
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/implementation-tracker
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/close-gap-indigenous-health-equality-summit-statement-intent#:~:text=the%20fundamental%20divide%20between%20the%20health%20outcomes%20and%20life%20expectancy%20of%20the%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20peoples%20of%0AAustralia%20and%20non%2DIndigenous%20Australians
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/close-gap-indigenous-health-equality-summit-statement-intent#:~:text=the%20fundamental%20divide%20between%20the%20health%20outcomes%20and%20life%20expectancy%20of%20the%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20peoples%20of%0AAustralia%20and%20non%2DIndigenous%20Australians
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/close-gap-indigenous-health-equality-summit-statement-intent#:~:text=the%20fundamental%20divide%20between%20the%20health%20outcomes%20and%20life%20expectancy%20of%20the%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20peoples%20of%0AAustralia%20and%20non%2DIndigenous%20Australians
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/close-gap-indigenous-health-equality-summit-statement-intent#:~:text=the%20fundamental%20divide%20between%20the%20health%20outcomes%20and%20life%20expectancy%20of%20the%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20peoples%20of%0AAustralia%20and%20non%2DIndigenous%20Australians
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/3-objective-and-outcomes
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/3-objective-and-outcomes
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement


The first 10 years (2008–2018) 

recognised 

that closing the gap in Indigenous disadvantage was 

ambitious and would require a long-term, 

generational commitment focusing 

‘Refreshing’ Closing the Gap and a more 

inclusive approach 

Why were the targets not met? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F29938%22
https://www.academia.edu/30387845/Tom_Calma_A_Biography
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F29938%22#:~:text=That%20the%20governments%20of%20Australia%20commit%20to%20achieving%20equality%20of%20health%20status%20and%20life%20expectation%20between%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20and%20non%2DIndigenous%20people%20within%2025%20years
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6690246%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6690246%22
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice/projects/close-gap-indigenous-health
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice/projects/close-gap-indigenous-health
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https://www.antar.org.au/close-gap
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/jrnart/8618490/upload_binary/8618490.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22library/jrnart/8618490%22
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/closing-the-gap-targets-2017-analysis-of-progress/contents/summary
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/resources/reports
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice/projects/close-gap-indigenous-health
https://ctgreport.niaa.gov.au/early-childhood-education
https://ctgreport.niaa.gov.au/year-12-attainment
https://ctgreport.niaa.gov.au/year-12-attainment
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F415d2e60-52c8-4f9d-a8a1-7bced4c320f5%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F4985522%22#:~:text=Indigenous%20affairs%20Leaders,in%20each%20jurisdiction.
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/resources/history#:~:text=In%20February%2C%20A,surviving%2C%20to%20thriving
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F101e0d24-d4b1-4ea1-bb52-0438082e08e3%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8603687%22
https://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/first-decade-closing-gap-what-went-wrong


The National Agreement on Closing 

the Gap 

• 

• 

• 

• 

  

Priority Reform 1 

Formal Partnerships and Shared Decision Making 

https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/files/special-gathering-statement-coag.pdf
https://federation.gov.au/about/agreements/closing-gap-partnership-agreement
https://federation.gov.au/about/agreements/closing-gap-partnership-agreement
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8605342%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8605342%22
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F7525348%22
https://web.archive.org.au/awa/20210121023318mp_/http:/www.federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/content/npa/health/_archive/indigenous-reform/national-agreement_sept_12.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/4-new-approach
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/4-new-approach
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/4-new-approach
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/priority-reforms
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas#:~:text=The%20Parties%20agree%20to%20four%20Priority%20Reforms%20that%20change%20the%20way%20governments%20work%20to%20accelerate%20improvements%20in%20the%20lives%20of%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20people.
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/priority-reforms#:~:text=Formal%20Partnerships%20and%20Shared%20Decision%20Making,-PRIORITY%20REFORM%20TWO
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/priority-reforms#:~:text=Building%20the%20Community%2DControlled%20Sector,-PRIORITY%20REFORM%20THREE
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/priority-reforms#:~:text=Transforming%20Government%20Organisations
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/priority-reforms#:~:text=Shared%20Access%20to%20Data%20and%20Information%20at%20a%20Regional%20Level
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/one#:~:text=The%20Parties%20commit%20to%20building%20and%20strengthening%20structures%20that%20empower%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20people%20to%20share%20decision%2Dmaking%20authority%20with%20governments%20to%20accelerate%20policy%20and%20place%2Dbased%20progress%20against%20Closing%20the%20Gap.
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/one#:~:text=Under%20this%20Agreement,Closing%20the%20Gap.
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/one#:~:text=By%202022%2C%20the,of%20this%20Agreement
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/one#:~:text=Government%20Parties%20will%20review,by%20the%20Joint%20Council.
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/closing-the-gap/justice-policy-partnership
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8507125%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8507125%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F2b401e1a-4560-49e7-8aef-8cb6d206612a%22


  

Priority Reform 2 

Building the Community-Controlled Sector 

Priority Reform 4 

Shared Access to Data and Information at a Regional 

Level  

Priority Reform 3 

Transforming Government Organisations  

https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/a-targets#:~:text=Priority%20Reform%20Two%3A%20Increase%20the%20amount%20of%20government%20funding%20for%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20programs%20and%20services%20going%20through%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20community%2Dcontrolled%20organisations
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/two#:~:text=The%20Parties%20commit%20to%20building%20formal%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20community%2Dcontrolled%20sectors%20to%20deliver%20services%20to%20support%20Closing%20the%20Gap
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-03/sector-strengthening-plan-early-childhood-care-development.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-03/sector-strengthening-plan-early-childhood-care-development.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-03/sector-strengthening-plan-health.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/two#:~:text=The%20initial%20sectors,Plans%20in%202023.
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/implementation-tracker
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/four#:~:text=The%20Parties%20agree,2019%20engagement%20process
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/four#:~:text=By%202023%2C%20the%20Parties%20will%20establish%20data%20projects%20in%20up%20to%20six%20locations%20across%20Australia%20to%20enable%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20communities%20and%20organisations%20to%20access%20and%20use%20location%E2%80%91specific%20data%20on%20the%20Closing%20the%20Gap%20outcome%20areas
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/three#:~:text=The%20Parties%20commit%20to%20systemic%20and%20structural%20transformation%20of%20mainstream%20government%20organisations%20to%20improve%20accountability%20and%20respond%20to%20the%20needs%20of%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20people.%20Priority%20Reform%20Three%20was%20strongly%20supported%20by%20the%202019%20engagement%20process.
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/three#:~:text=The%20Government%20Parties,of%20this%20approach.
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/6-priority-reform-areas/three#:~:text=report%20publicly%20on%20the%20transformation%20of%20mainstream%20agencies%20and%20institutions%2C%20including%20progress%2C%20barriers%20and%20solutions


Funding and implementation of the 

National Agreement 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.pc.gov.au/closing-the-gap-data/dashboard#:~:text=a%20regional%20level-,Socioeconomic%20outcome%20areas,-OUTCOME%20AREA%201
https://www.pc.gov.au/closing-the-gap-data/dashboard#:~:text=a%20regional%20level-,Socioeconomic%20outcome%20areas,-OUTCOME%20AREA%201
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/b-targets/b15
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/b-targets/b15
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/a-targets
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/a-targets
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement#:~:text=Outcomes%20are%20the,will%20be%20tracked
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/b-targets/new-varied#:~:text=The%20Parties%20commit,water%20allocation%20plans
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/b-targets/new-varied#:~:text=The%20Parties%20may%20agree%20to%20vary%20or%20add%20additional%20targets%20after%20this%20Agreement%20has%20commenced.%20Any%20new%20or%20updated%20targets%20will%20be%20developed%20in%20partnership%20and%20agreed%20by%20the%20Parties%20to%20the%20Agreement%2C%20in%20accordance%20with%20Section%2011A%20%E2%80%93%20Amendments%20to%20this%20Agreement
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/b-targets/new-varied#:~:text=The%20Parties%20may%20agree%20to%20vary%20or%20add%20additional%20targets%20after%20this%20Agreement%20has%20commenced.%20Any%20new%20or%20updated%20targets%20will%20be%20developed%20in%20partnership%20and%20agreed%20by%20the%20Parties%20to%20the%20Agreement%2C%20in%20accordance%20with%20Section%2011A%20%E2%80%93%20Amendments%20to%20this%20Agreement
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/8-how-will-we-implement-agreement#:~:text=The%20Commonwealth%2C%20states%20and%20territories%20share%20accountability%20for%20the%20implementation%20of%20this%20Agreement%20and%20are%20jointly%20accountable%20for%20the%20outcomes%20and%20targets%20under%20this%20Agreement.%20The%20Government%20Parties%20commit%20to%20working%20together%20to%20improve%20outcomes%20in%20every%20area%20of%20this%20Agreement
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/b-targets/b10
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/b-targets/b11
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/7-difference/b-targets/b12
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/implementation-plans
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/implementation-plans
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/8-how-will-we-implement-agreement#:~:text=The%20Parties%20acknowledge,under%20the%20Agreement.
https://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/docs/2021/11/CAEPR_Discussion_Paper_299_2021.pdf
https://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/docs/2021/11/CAEPR_Discussion_Paper_299_2021.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/8-how-will-we-implement-agreement#:~:text=B.%20IMPLEMENTATION%20PLANS,timeframes%20for%20action.
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202122/IndigenousAffairsEducationEmploymentCommunitySafety#:~:text=There%20are%20no,the%20National%20Agreement).
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8105089%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F9cbfd2c3-3b21-4e4e-97cc-e3d8d130e924%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F9cbfd2c3-3b21-4e4e-97cc-e3d8d130e924%22
https://territoriesredress.gov.au/
https://territoriesredress.gov.au/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F9cbfd2c3-3b21-4e4e-97cc-e3d8d130e924%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F4f79a3db-5aa9-4d21-8bae-7ab5ace4f4f7%22#:~:text=access%20to%20medicines.-,To%20address%20seriously%20deteriorating%20or%20non%2Dexistent%20health%20infrastructure%2C%20the%20Commonwealth,new%20and%20renovated%20health%20clinics%20and%20associated%20housing%20for%20health%20professionals,-.%20This%20funding%20will
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F4f79a3db-5aa9-4d21-8bae-7ab5ace4f4f7%22#:~:text=access%20to%20medicines.-,To%20address%20seriously%20deteriorating%20or%20non%2Dexistent%20health%20infrastructure%2C%20the%20Commonwealth,new%20and%20renovated%20health%20clinics%20and%20associated%20housing%20for%20health%20professionals,-.%20This%20funding%20will
https://www.alp.org.au/policies/first-nations#:~:text=Labor%20established%20the%20first%20Closing%20the%20Gap%20framework%20in%202008.%C2%A0We%20will%20work%20with%20the%20Coalition%20of%20Peaks%20and%20all%20levels%20of%20government%20to%20raise%20ambitions%20and%20ensure%20sustained%20progress%20on%20the%20current%20National%20Agreement%20on%20Closing%20the%20Gap
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8616814%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8616814%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8519498%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8569576%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8569576%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8512339%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8519499%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8519499%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8553839%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8519500%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8519500%22
https://greens.org.au/platform/first-nations
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485051%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485053%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485123%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485052%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485052%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8521158%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8329071%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8521107%22


Monitoring progress of the National 

Agreement 

Conclusion 

 

Further reading 

https://www.pc.gov.au/closing-the-gap-data/dashboard
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/implementation-tracker
https://www.pc.gov.au/closing-the-gap-data/annual-data-report
https://www.pc.gov.au/closing-the-gap-data/annual-data-report
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/9-being-publicly-accountable-our-actions#:~:text=C.%20PRODUCTIVITY%20COMMISSION,the%20Commonwealth%20Treasurer.
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/9-being-publicly-accountable-our-actions#:~:text=C.%20PRODUCTIVITY%20COMMISSION,the%20Commonwealth%20Treasurer.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8512232%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8512232%22
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/closing-the-gap-review
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/national-agreement/national-agreement-closing-the-gap/9-being-publicly-accountable-our-actions#:~:text=D.%20ABORIGINAL%20AND,Parties%20is%20required.
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/ProtectingIndigenousCulturalHeritage
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/IndigenousConstitutionalRecognitionRepresentation
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/IndigenousConstitutionalRecognitionRepresentation
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/
https://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/new-policy-architecture-closing-gap-innovation-and-regression
https://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/new-policy-architecture-closing-gap-innovation-and-regression
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-12/partnership-health-check-2021-report_0.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-12/partnership-health-check-2021-report_0.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-12/partnership-health-check-2021-report_0.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-12/ctg-joint-council-response-to-2021-phc-report.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-12/ctg-joint-council-response-to-2021-phc-report.pdf
https://www.closingthegap.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-12/ctg-joint-council-response-to-2021-phc-report.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8603687%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8603687%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F101e0d24-d4b1-4ea1-bb52-0438082e08e3%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F101e0d24-d4b1-4ea1-bb52-0438082e08e3%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F101e0d24-d4b1-4ea1-bb52-0438082e08e3%22
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/closing-the-gap-targets-2017-analysis-of-progress/contents/summary
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/closing-the-gap-targets-2017-analysis-of-progress/contents/summary
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/closing-the-gap-targets-2017-analysis-of-progress/contents/summary


Dr Evan Hamman, Law and Bills Digest 

What is cultural heritage?  

Cultural heritage at the Commonwealth 

level 

• 

• 

• 

•  

Key issue 

http://uis.unesco.org/en/glossary-term/cultural-heritage
http://uis.unesco.org/en/glossary-term/cultural-heritage
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/policies/selected-themes/cultural-heritage
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/policies/selected-themes/cultural-heritage
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/heritage-act-2017/004
https://www.environment.act.gov.au/heritage/heritage-in-the-act#historic:~:text=Prasophyllum%20petilum).-,Aboriginal%20heritage,-Unlike%20natural%20and
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90675/0
https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/culturallandscape/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6445/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=The%20Commonwealth%20legislative%20framework%20comprises,1976%20(discussed%20in%20chapter%205)
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=The%20Commonwealth%20legislative%20framework%20comprises,1976%20(discussed%20in%20chapter%205)
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A00485
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A00485
https://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/au
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/147/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/181/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/447/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/167
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0006%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0006%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/81277/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/81277/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/81277/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0000%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0000%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=This%20framework%20has%20serious%20deficiencies%20in%20its%20protection%20of%20cultural%20heritage.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=This%20framework%20has%20serious%20deficiencies%20in%20its%20protection%20of%20cultural%20heritage.
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/84120/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8302241%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8302241%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8047450%22#:~:text=43.%20Australia%E2%80%99s%20Indigenous%20cultures%20are%20the%20oldest%20continuous%20cultures%20on%20earth.%20Labor%20is%20committed%20to%20effective%20protection%20of%20First%20Nations%20cultural%20heritage.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485046%22#:~:text=off%20stolen%20land.-,The%20Greens%20plan%20includes%3A,Strong%20laws%20to%20protect%20First%20Nations%20cultural%20heritage,-%2C%20knowledge%20and%20intellectual
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485046%22#:~:text=off%20stolen%20land.-,The%20Greens%20plan%20includes%3A,Strong%20laws%20to%20protect%20First%20Nations%20cultural%20heritage,-%2C%20knowledge%20and%20intellectual


•  

.

Cultural heritage at the state and territory 

level 

anything that is a significant Aboriginal area or 

object [in Queensland]; or if there is evidence, of 

archaeological or historic significance, of Aboriginal 

occupation of an area …  

Heritage under the EPBC Act 

• 

• 

• 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1577/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/154/
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-partners/traditional-owners
https://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-partners/traditional-owners
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/national-heritage-list
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/national/brewarrina
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/national/brewarrina
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/national/budj-bim
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/national/dampier-archipelago
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/national/dampier-archipelago
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=search_results;list_code=CHL;legal_status=35
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place_detail;search=list_code%3DCHL%3Blegal_status%3D35%3Bkeyword_PD%3D0%3Bkeyword_SS%3D0%3Bkeyword_PH%3D0;place_id=105394
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place_detail;search=list_code%3DCHL%3Blegal_status%3D35%3Bkeyword_PD%3D0%3Bkeyword_SS%3D0%3Bkeyword_PH%3D0;place_id=105394
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place_detail;search=list_code%3DCHL%3Blegal_status%3D35%3Bkeyword_PD%3D0%3Bkeyword_SS%3D0%3Bkeyword_PH%3D0;place_id=105310
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A02943
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A02943
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=legislation%20of%20last%20resort
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=legislation%20of%20last%20resort
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A04665
https://nativetitle.org.au/learn/native-title-and-pbcs/interaction-cultural-heritage-and-native-title#:~:text=How%20does%20the%20Native%20Title,title%20has%20not%20been%20extinguished.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0014;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=Many%20submitters%20and%20witnesses%20to%20the%20inquiry%20consider%20the%20Native%20Title%20Act%20does%20not%20sufficiently%20protect%20First%20Nations%20cultural%20heritage%20across%20Australia
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2003-079
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2003-080
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_44477.pdf/$FILE/Aboriginal%20Cultural%20Heritage%20Act%202021%20-%20%5B00-00-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/world-heritage-list
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/national-heritage-list
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/commonwealth-heritage-list
https://www.awe.gov.au/water/wetlands/australian-wetlands-database/australian-ramsar-wetlands
https://www.awe.gov.au/water/wetlands/australian-wetlands-database/australian-ramsar-wetlands
https://www.awe.gov.au/water/wetlands/publications/national-framework-and-guidance-describing-ecological-character-australian-ramsar-wetlands


tangible and intangible elements that are important 

to the Aboriginal people of [Western Australia], and 

are recognised through social, spiritual, historical, 

scientific or aesthetic values, as part of Aboriginal 

tradition.  

How is cultural heritage protected in 

Australia? 

Significant impacts on heritage under the EPBC Act 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/aboriginal-heritage-act-2006/025
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90675/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=There%20is%20currently%20no%20national%20agreed%20definition%20of%20cultural%20heritage%2C%20meaning%20that%20what%20comprises%20cultural%20heritage%20is%20defined%20and%20managed%20differently%20in%20each%20jurisdiction%2C%20with%20the%20Commonwealth%2C%20states%2C%20territories%20and%20local%20councils%20having%20separate%20and%20competing%20responsibilities.
https://www.niaa.gov.au/resource-centre/indigenous-affairs/protection-indigenous-cultural-heritage-commonwealth-level#:~:text=Protection%20of%20cultural%20heritage%20that%20is%20significant%20to%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20people%20in%20Australia%20is%20primarily%20the%20responsibility%20of%20state%20and%20territory%20governments.
https://www.niaa.gov.au/resource-centre/indigenous-affairs/protection-indigenous-cultural-heritage-commonwealth-level#:~:text=Protection%20of%20cultural%20heritage%20that%20is%20significant%20to%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20people%20in%20Australia%20is%20primarily%20the%20responsibility%20of%20state%20and%20territory%20governments.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=The%20limitations%20of,application.%5B1%5D
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=The%20limitations%20of,application.%5B1%5D
https://www.qld.gov.au/firstnations/environment-land-use-native-title/cultural-heritage/cultural-heritage-management-plans
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc/publications/significant-impact-guidelines-11-matters-national-environmental-significance
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc/publications/significant-impact-guidelines-11-matters-national-environmental-significance
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90676/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90678/0


Weaknesses in the current approach 

• 

• 

• 

Table 1 – Examples of declarations made under the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage 

Protection Act 1984 (Cth).  

Protected Area Commencement  Threatening action(s) Duration of 
protection 

Wahluu/Mount Panorama, Bathurst, NSW 5 May 2021 Proposed go-kart development by the 
Bathurst Regional Council. 

10 years 

Bellwood Sacred Site, Nambucca Heads, NSW 3 September 
2019 

Proposed residential development, 
forestry activities and public access. 

25 years 

Butterfly Cave, West Wallsend, NSW 11 February 
2019 

Residential development, land 
clearing and other measures 
increasing public access. 

10 years 

Atnyere Arrkelthe, Atniltye and Urewe Aterle, 
Junction Waterhole, Todd River, north of Alice 
Springs, Northern Territory 

16 May 1992 Construction of a flood mitigation 
dam. 

20 years 

https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc/bilateral-agreements
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc/bilateral-agreements
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/publications/atsihp-act-guide-and-application-form
https://www.awe.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/publications/atsihp-act-guide-and-application-form
https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2003/2003fca0535
https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2003/2003fca0535
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0021%22
https://www.awe.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/atsihp-act-general-guide.pdf
https://www.awe.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/atsihp-act-general-guide.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-24/mungo-man-reburial-stopped/101093462
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-24/mungo-man-reburial-stopped/101093462
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0010;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=There%20are%20some%20consistencies%20across%20jurisdictions%2C%20but%20no%20nationally%20coordinated%20approach%20to%20the%20management%20of%20cultural%20heritage.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=7.8-,States%20have%20failed.,-Lack%20of%20responses
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=states%20have%20prioritised%20development%20over%20the%20protection%20of%20cultural%20heritage%C3%A2
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=Where%20state%20legislative%20frameworks%20do%20contain%20penalties%2C%20these%20are%20manifestly%20inadequate%20and%20do%20not%20necessarily%20compensate%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20for%20cultural%20losses%2C%20rather%20penalties%20are%20paid%20to%20the%20state.
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021L00538
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2019C00735
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2019L00120
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2009B00018
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2009B00018
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2009B00018
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Browse/ByTitle/Gazettes/InForce/0/0/


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Further reading 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=Establishing%20a%20definition,Australian%20legislative%20frameworks.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=Establishing%20a%20definition,Australian%20legislative%20frameworks.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=It%20also%20requires%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20groups%20to%20take%20the%20initiative
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012%22#:~:text=prohibit%20clauses%20in%20agreements%20that%20prevent%20traditional%20owners%20from%20seeking%20protection%20through%20Commonwealth%20legislation
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012%22#:~:text=prohibit%20clauses%20in%20agreements%20that%20prevent%20traditional%20owners%20from%20seeking%20protection%20through%20Commonwealth%20legislation
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/84120/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/84120/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/84120/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/81277/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/81277/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=the%20ATSHIP%20Act%20and%20the%20EPBC%20Act%20must%20be%20amended%20to%20make%20the%20Minister%20for%20Indigenous%20Australians%20responsible%20for%20all%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20cultural%20heritage%20matters.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=the%20ATSHIP%20Act%20and%20the%20EPBC%20Act%20must%20be%20amended%20to%20make%20the%20Minister%20for%20Indigenous%20Australians%20responsible%20for%20all%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20cultural%20heritage%20matters.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=Free%2C%20Prior%20and%20Informed,in%20decision%2Dmaking%20processes
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/84120/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/84120/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/84120/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=There%20is%20a%20need%20for%20a%20new%20independent%20statutory%20body%20to%20act%20as%20an%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20voice%20to%20the%20Commonwealth%20Government%20in%20relation%20to%20cultural%20heritage%20decisions%20and%20processes.
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/81277/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/81277/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=Review%20mechanisms,cultural%20heritage%20laws.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=Review%20mechanisms,cultural%20heritage%20laws.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=The%20Committee%20recommends%20that%20the%20Australian%20Government%20ratify%20the%20Convention%20for%20the%20Safeguarding%20of%20the%20Intangible%20Cultural%20Heritage%202003.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=The%20Committee%20recommends%20that%20the%20Australian%20Government%20ratify%20the%20Convention%20for%20the%20Safeguarding%20of%20the%20Intangible%20Cultural%20Heritage%202003.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=The%20Committee%20recommends%20that%20the%20Australian%20Government%20review%20the%20Native%20Title%20Act%201993%20with%20the%20aim%20of%20addressing%20inequalities%20in%20the%20negotiating%20position%20of%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20peoples%20in%20the%20context%20of%20the%20future%20act%20regime.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0011%22#:~:text=The%20Committee%20recommends%20that%20the%20Australian%20Government%20review%20the%20Native%20Title%20Act%201993%20with%20the%20aim%20of%20addressing%20inequalities%20in%20the%20negotiating%20position%20of%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20peoples%20in%20the%20context%20of%20the%20future%20act%20regime.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012%22#:~:text=The%20Committee%20notes%20that%20the%20development%20of%20new%20legislative%20frameworks%20at%20the%20national%2C%20state%20and%20territory%20level%20will%2C%20and%20should%2C%20take%20time%20to%20develop.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportjnt%2F024757%2F0012%22#:~:text=The%20Committee%20notes%20that%20the%20development%20of%20new%20legislative%20frameworks%20at%20the%20national%2C%20state%20and%20territory%20level%20will%2C%20and%20should%2C%20take%20time%20to%20develop.
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Legal_and_Constitutional_Affairs/UNDRIP#:~:text=On%2029%20March%202022%2C%20the,inquiry%20is%202%20June%202022.
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Legal_and_Constitutional_Affairs/UNDRIP#:~:text=On%2029%20March%202022%2C%20the,inquiry%20is%202%20June%202022.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8512340%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8512340%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/84120/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/84120/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90675/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90675/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/83690/0
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Mapping 

 

People with disability 

How are rates of disability measured? 

– 

Labour force status 

 

Key issues 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-1-purpose.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-1-purpose.html
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia-summary-findings/2018#glossary
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/microdata-tablebuilder/available-microdata-tablebuilder/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/older-people/older-australians/contents/employment-and-work
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/who-can-get-age-pension?context=22526
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/microdata-tablebuilder/available-microdata-tablebuilder/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia


Employment 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

International employment rate 

comparisons 

Figure 1 – People (15 to 64 years) by level of disability and labour force status, 2018 
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/microdata-tablebuilder/available-microdata-tablebuilder/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/microdata-tablebuilder/available-microdata-tablebuilder/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/05_2021/des-mid-term-review-august-2020-v2.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/05_2021/des-mid-term-review-august-2020-v2.pdf
https://humanrights.gov.au/sites/default/files/document/publication/WTW_2016_Full_Report_AHRC_ac.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/microdata-tablebuilder/available-microdata-tablebuilder/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia


Disability employment services 

• 

• 

The DES program 

Figure 2 – Employment rates of people by disability status (left axis) and ratio of employment rates (right 

axis), 1998 to 2018 
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https://jobsearch.gov.au/
https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/disability-and-carers/programmes-services/disability-employment-services
https://www.dese.gov.au/job-seeker-snapshot/job-seeker-classification-instrument-jsci
https://www.dese.gov.au/job-seeker-snapshot/job-seeker-classification-instrument-jsci
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/employment-services-assessments?context=22276
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/job-capacity-assessment-for-disability-support-pension?context=22276
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/job-capacity-assessment-for-disability-support-pension?context=22276
https://lmip.gov.au/default.aspx?LMIP/Downloads/DisabilityEmploymentServicesData/MonthlyData
https://lmip.gov.au/default.aspx?LMIP/Downloads/DisabilityEmploymentServicesData/MonthlyData
https://lmip.gov.au/default.aspx?LMIP/Downloads/DisabilityEmploymentServicesData/MonthlyData
https://lmip.gov.au/default.aspx?LMIP/Downloads/DisabilityEmploymentServicesData/MonthlyData
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/microdata-tablebuilder/available-microdata-tablebuilder/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia


Open employment service providers 

 Supported employment service 

providers 

Recent developments in open 

disability employment services 

Figure 3 – People with disability as a proportion of total jobactive caseload, 2017 to 2022 (a)  
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https://lmip.gov.au/default.aspx?LMIP/Downloads/DisabilityEmploymentServicesData/MonthlyData
https://labourmarketinsights.gov.au/regions/data-downloads/employment-regions-jobactive-downloads/
https://labourmarketinsights.gov.au/regions/data-downloads/employment-regions-jobactive-downloads/#7
https://www.ndis.gov.au/
https://www.ndis.gov.au/
https://awardviewer.fwo.gov.au/award/show/MA000103
https://awardviewer.fwo.gov.au/award/show/MA000103
https://www.ndis.gov.au/understanding/supports-funded-ndis/supports-employment
https://www.ndis.gov.au/understanding/supports-funded-ndis/supports-employment
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-04-13/disability-royal-commission-probes-ade-employment-jobs-wages/100977448
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-04-13/disability-royal-commission-probes-ade-employment-jobs-wages/100977448
https://labourmarketinsights.gov.au/regions/data-downloads/employment-regions-jobactive-downloads/#7
https://labourmarketinsights.gov.au/regions/data-downloads/employment-regions-jobactive-downloads/#7


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Disability Employment Services program 

review 

Figure 4 – Top 5 industries of employment for people (15 to 64 years) by selected disability, 2018
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https://engage.dss.gov.au/new-disability-employment-support-model/
https://www.dese.gov.au/workforce-australia
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/employment/cdp
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/employment/remote-engagement-program
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/employment/remote-engagement-program
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/
https://www.dss.gov.au/disability-and-carers/disability-employment-strategy
https://www.dss.gov.au/disability-and-carers/disability-employment-strategy
https://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/strategies/participant-employment-strategy
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/DisabilitySupportPensio
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/DisabilitySupportPensio
https://engage.dss.gov.au/review-of-the-disability-support-pension-dsp-impairment-tables/#:~:text=Review%20of%20the%20DSP%20Impairment%20Tables,-The%20Social%20Security&text=The%20Impairment%20Tables%20are%20used,Impairment%20Tables%20is%20being%20conducted.
https://engage.dss.gov.au/review-of-the-disability-support-pension-dsp-impairment-tables/#:~:text=Review%20of%20the%20DSP%20Impairment%20Tables,-The%20Social%20Security&text=The%20Impairment%20Tables%20are%20used,Impairment%20Tables%20is%20being%20conducted.
https://www.dss.gov.au/disability-and-carers-programs-services-disability-employment-services/mid-term-review-of-the-disability-employment-services-des-program
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/microdata-tablebuilder/available-microdata-tablebuilder/disability-ageing-and-carers-australia
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Consultation on a new disability 

employment services model 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8583080%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8583080%22
https://lmip.gov.au/default.aspx?LMIP/Downloads/DisabilityEmploymentServicesData/MonthlyData
https://engage.dss.gov.au/new-disability-employment-support-model/new-disability-employment-support-model-view-submissions/
https://engage.dss.gov.au/new-disability-employment-support-model/new-disability-employment-support-model-consultation-paper/


Concluding comments 

 

Further reading 

https://www.jobaccess.gov.au/home
https://humanrights.gov.au/sites/default/files/document/publication/WTW_2016_Full_Report_AHRC_ac.pdf
https://humanrights.gov.au/sites/default/files/document/publication/WTW_2016_Full_Report_AHRC_ac.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34770000/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34770000/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34770000/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34770000/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1359432X.2017.1387536
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1359432X.2017.1387536
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1880360/Dead_Ends_-_How_our_social_security_system_is_failing_people_with_a_partial_capacity_to_work.pdf
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1880360/Dead_Ends_-_How_our_social_security_system_is_failing_people_with_a_partial_capacity_to_work.pdf
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1880360/Dead_Ends_-_How_our_social_security_system_is_failing_people_with_a_partial_capacity_to_work.pdf


Dr Shannon Clark, Social Policy 

Schooling in Australia 

Government funding for schools 

Key issue 

Table 1 – Government recurrent expenditure on school education, 2019–20 

 Government schools Non-government schools Total  
($b) ($ per FTE) ($b) ($ per FTE) ($b) ($ per FTE) 

State and territory governments 44.2 16,936 4.1 2,978 48.2 12,139 

Australian Government 8.5 3,246 13.9 10,211 22.4 5,640 

Total government 52.6 20,182 18.0 13,189 70.6 17,779 

https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/fact-sheets/how-are-schools-funded-australia
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/fact-sheets/how-are-schools-funded-australia
https://www.dese.gov.au/education-ministers-meeting
https://www.dese.gov.au/education-ministers-meeting
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8626578%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01253430%22
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/education/schools/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/education/schools/latest-release#students
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/fact-sheets/how-are-schools-funded-australia#:~:text=Government%20schools%20account,minority%20public%20funders.
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/fact-sheets/how-are-schools-funded-australia#:~:text=Government%20schools%20account,minority%20public%20funders.
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/fact-sheets/how-are-schools-funded-australia#:~:text=Government%20schools%20account,minority%20public%20funders.
https://www.acara.edu.au/reporting/national-report-on-schooling-in-australia/national-report-on-schooling-in-australia-data-portal/school-funding/government-recurrent-expenditure-on-government-and-non-government-schools
https://www.acara.edu.au/reporting/national-report-on-schooling-in-australia/national-report-on-schooling-in-australia-data-portal/school-funding/government-recurrent-expenditure-on-government-and-non-government-schools
https://www.acara.edu.au/reporting/national-report-on-schooling-in-australia/national-report-on-schooling-in-australia-data-portal/school-funding/government-recurrent-expenditure-on-government-and-non-government-schools
https://www.acara.edu.au/reporting/national-report-on-schooling-in-australia/national-report-on-schooling-in-australia-data-portal/school-funding/government-recurrent-expenditure-on-government-and-non-government-schools


Educational goals and student 

performance in Australia 

Programme for International Student 

Assessment 

Figure 1 – Australian Government expenditure on schools sub-function – government and non-

government schools ($m), real 2021 dollars 
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http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/81983/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/81983/0
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1331498%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
https://libils3.parl.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=1331498%7BCKEY%7D&searchfield1=GENERAL%5ESUBJECT%5EGENERAL%5E%5E&user_id=WEBSERVER
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8618562%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8618562%22
https://www.aare.edu.au/blog/?p=13217#:~:text=A%20second%20concern,up%20until%202019).
https://www.aare.edu.au/blog/?p=13217#:~:text=A%20second%20concern,up%20until%202019).
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fbudget%2F2022_01%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fbudget%2F2022_01%22


Recent reforms and developments 

Quality ITE Review 

• 

• 

• 

Figure 2 – Australian achievement trends in PISA – mean scores in assessment domains 

 

https://www.aare.edu.au/blog/?p=13217#:~:text=A%20second%20concern,up%20until%202019).
https://reports.acara.edu.au/Home/TimeSeries
https://reports.acara.edu.au/Home/TimeSeries
https://www.acer.org/au/timss
https://www.acer.org/au/timss
https://www.acer.org/au/timss/key-findings
https://www.acer.org/au/timss/key-findings
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F1891718%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F1891718%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F7856472%22
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-initial-teacher-education-review
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-initial-teacher-education-review
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-initial-teacher-education-review/meet-expert-panel
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-initial-teacher-education-review/meet-expert-panel
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01328197%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01328197%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8436473%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fbudget%2F2022_02%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8555554%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8555554%22
https://www.acer.org/au/pisa/key-findings-2018


Review of the Australian Curriculum 

National School Reform Agreement 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/about-the-australian-curriculum/
https://www.acara.edu.au/
https://www.acara.edu.au/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8626578%22
https://www.acara.edu.au/docs/default-source/curriculum/ac-review_terms-of-reference_website.pdf
https://www.dese.gov.au/education-ministers-meeting/resources/education-council-communique-12-june-2020
https://www.dese.gov.au/education-ministers-meeting/resources/education-council-communique-12-june-2020
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F2935281%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F2935281%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8169321%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8169321%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8128705%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8407501%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8407501%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8618568%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8618568%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8505409%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8505409%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22emms%2Femms%2F1074448%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8608368%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F7856472%22
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2013A00067
https://federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/agreements/national-schools-reform-agreement
https://federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/agreements/national-schools-reform-agreement
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/national-school-reform-agreement
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/school-agreement/terms-of-reference
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/school-agreement/terms-of-reference
https://www.acara.edu.au/reporting/measurement-framework-for-schooling-in-australia
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/school-agreement/call-for-submissions
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/school-agreement/call-for-submissions
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id:%22media/pressrel/5248963%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr5866%22
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/fact-sheets/how-are-schools-funded-australia#:~:text=Consistent%20Australian%20Government%20funding%20arrangements
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/fact-sheets/what-schooling-resource-standard-and-how-does-it-work


 

Looking forward – challenges for 

Australian schooling 

COVID-19 recovery 

Table 2 – State and territory government minimum contribution shares in bilateral agreements (%) 

State Sector 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

ACT 
Gov 80.00 80.00 80.00 80.00 80.00 80.00 

Non-gov 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 

NSW 
Gov 70.73 70.84 71.05 71.37 71.80 72.22(a) 

Non-gov 25.29 24.70 24.23 23.76 23.29 22.82 

NT 
Gov 55.20 56.00 57.00 58.00 58.50 59.00 

Non-gov 15.09 15.09 15.09 15.09 15.09 15.09 

Qld 
Gov 69.26 69.26 69.26 69.26 69.26 69.26(a) 

Non-gov 23.18 22.70 22.45 21.84 21.23 20.61 

SA 
Gov 75.00 75.00 75.00 75.00 75.00 75.00 

Non-gov 19.72 19.72 19.72 19.72 19.72 19.72 

Tas 
Gov 72.93 73.16 73.39 73.62 73.85 74.08(a) 

Non-gov 21.50 21.20 20.90 20.60 20.30 20.00 

Vic 
Gov 67.80 68.02 68.42 68.99 69.68 70.43 

Non-gov 19.70 19.76 19.82 19.88 19.94 20.00 

WA 
Gov 84.43 80.56 77.56 75.46 75.00 75.00 

Non-gov 26.30 25.72 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fems%2Fr5866_ems_7ff6c162-6885-4929-a68c-0e47e19afe15%22
https://www.dese.gov.au/quality-schools-package/national-school-reform-agreement#:~:text=2019%20Annual%20Report-,Bilateral%20Agreements,-States%20and%20territories
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2Fad5ca6c0-b47f-4462-b26c-d5271c755f99%2F0033%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportsen%2F024462%2F0005%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportsen%2F024462%2F0005%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8564430%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485097%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485113%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp2122/Chronologies/COVID-19-StateTerritoryAnnouncementsSchoolsEducation
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp2122/Chronologies/COVID-19-StateTerritoryAnnouncementsSchoolsEducation
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2022 as the year international education is expected 

to regain ground. 

, there were some 

indications of recovery in the higher education sector. 

Commencement data shows 67,080 international 

students started a higher education course in March 

2022, compared with 61,171 in March 2021 – a 9.7% 

increase. However, this equates to only a 1.7% 

increase in total commencements, due to falls in 

ELICOS, VET, and schools.  

 shows reductions 

in total international student numbers across all 

sectors, and from all major source countries. In part, 

this is due to the cumulative effect of lower 

commencements in 2020 and 2021. The reduced 

number of students starting a course during these 2 

years now means lower than usual enrolments in the 

later years of courses.   

Higher education  

Figure 1 – International education enrolments by sector, 2012–2021 
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• 

• 

Table 1 – University revenue from continuing operations by source, 2019 and 2020  

Revenue 2019 ($m) 2020 ($m) Change ($m) Change (%) 

Australian Government  17,782.6 18,186.3 403.7 2.3 

Grants 11,976.4 12,122.3 145.9 1.2 

Student loans  5,806.2 6,064.0 257.8 4.4 

State and local government  725.4 763.7 38.4 5.3 

Upfront student contributions 459.1 455.5 -3.5 -0.8 

Overseas student fees 9,978.8 9,223.0 -755.8 -7.6 

Other fees and charges  1,814.3 1,454.2 -360.1 -19.8 

Investment income 2,191.3 927.4 -1,263.9 -57.7 

Royalties, trademarks and licenses 136.1 139.6 3.5 2.5 

Consultancy and contracts 1,567.8 1,628.8 61.0 3.9 

Other income  1,863.9 1,872.6 8.6 0.5 

Total revenues  36,519.2 34,651.1 -1,868.2 -5.1 
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Skills training 
• 

• 

Figure 2 – Government-funded program enrolments, January–September 2015–2021 
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Three questions for COVID-19 

recovery 

What does sustainable international education 

recovery look like?  

Is the structure of higher education 

funding fit for purpose?  
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What are the priorities for VET reform?  
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Michael Klapdor, Social Policy 

 

Working-age income support 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Key issue 

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/annual-report-2020-21.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202223/SocialSecurity
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https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/budget/2022_01/upload_binary/bp1_2022-23.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22budget%202022%20-%202023%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/budget/2022_01/upload_binary/bp1_2022-23.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22budget%202022%20-%202023%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/billsdgs/7859681/upload_binary/7859681.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22r6684%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/billsdgs/7859681/upload_binary/7859681.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22r6684%22
https://treasury.gov.au/publication/p2021-211978
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/988c9127-ce24-4ea8-976f-004f7ca9a2b6/Australias-Welfare-Chapter-3-summary-18Sept2019.pdf.aspx


Does the safety net need a rethink? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Figure 1 –  

https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp2122/Quick_Guides/COVID-19DisasterPayments
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https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=962b5da9-de1f-4bef-af8e-106ac515d26c
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2022/01/covid-19-vaccine-rollout-update-4-january-2022.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2022/01/covid-19-vaccine-rollout-update-4-january-2022.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2022/01/covid-19-vaccine-rollout-update-4-january-2022.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/billsdgs/7668401/upload_binary/7668401.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/job-retention-schemes-during-the-covid-19-lockdown-and-beyond-0853ba1d/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportsen/024323/toc_pdf/AdequacyofNewstartandrelatedpaymentsandalternativemechanismstodeterminethelevelofincomesupportpaymentsinAustralia.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportsen/024323/toc_pdf/AdequacyofNewstartandrelatedpaymentsandalternativemechanismstodeterminethelevelofincomesupportpaymentsinAustralia.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/DisabilitySupportPensio/Report
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/christopher.mcgann/viz/Incomesupportofworkingage/Dashboard1
https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/dss-payment-demographic-data
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/overview/research/statistics-about-veteran-population
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/sep-2021
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/library.publishing/viz/SocialsecurityandfamilyassistanceFig1/Dashboard1


Age Pension 

Figure 2 – Income support recipients aged 65+ as a % of estimated resident population aged 65+ 
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Age Pension 65+ Other income support aged 65+

https://www.austaxpolicy.com/has-covid-19-opened-the-door-to-an-australian-basic-income/
https://www.blueprintinstitute.org.au/jobmatcher_real_unemployment_insurance
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485126%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485126%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2021/November/NZ-Social-Unemployment-Insurance
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/prspub/8027050/upload_binary/8027050.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2022L00489
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2022/March/Disaster_payment_reform
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2022/March/Disaster_payment_reform
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202223/SocialSecurity
https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/dss-payment-demographic-data/resource/65515027-eb42-4257-9b32-6bfec21e00e8
https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/dss-payment-demographic-data/resource/65515027-eb42-4257-9b32-6bfec21e00e8
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/overview/research/statistics-about-veteran-population
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F7622081%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202223/SocialSecurity
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/sep-2021
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/sep-2021


Retirement income review 

The Age Pension, combined with other support 

provided to retirees, is effective in ensuring most 

Australians achieve a minimum standard of living in 

retirement in line with community standards. (p. 18) 

Election commitments 

• 

• 

Family assistance  

Election commitments 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr6401%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr6401%22
https://www.dss.gov.au/seniors/benefits-payments/age-pension
https://www.dss.gov.au/seniors/benefits-payments/age-pension
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http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/83371/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/83371/0
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https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/home-equity-access-scheme
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https://www.electioncostings.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-05/COA020%20-%20Completed%20Costing%20-%20Freezing%20Deeming%20Rates.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/05_About_Parliament/54_Parliamentary_Depts/548_Parliamentary_Budget_Office/General_election/2022_general_election/Party_lists/2022_ECR_-_Party_list_of_election_commitments_-_ALP_-_UPDATE_31_May_2022.pdf?la=en&hash=089816715888BF5A8EAB02C440092FAC867C04EE
https://www.electioncostings.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-05/COA010%20-%20Completed%20Costing%20-%20Increasing%20the%20Income%20Threshold%20for%20the%20Commonwealth%20Seniors%20Health%20Card.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/05_About_Parliament/54_Parliamentary_Depts/548_Parliamentary_Budget_Office/General_election/2022_general_election/Party_lists/2022_ECR_-_Party_list_of_election_commitments_-_ALP_-_UPDATE_31_May_2022.pdf?la=en&hash=089816715888BF5A8EAB02C440092FAC867C04EE
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/05_About_Parliament/54_Parliamentary_Depts/548_Parliamentary_Budget_Office/General_election/2022_general_election/Party_lists/2022_ECR_-_Party_list_of_election_commitments_-_ALP_-_UPDATE_31_May_2022.pdf?la=en&hash=089816715888BF5A8EAB02C440092FAC867C04EE
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485126%22
https://greens.org.au/news/media-release/greens-announce-plan-lower-pension-age-and-increase-payment-rate
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2Fa7eeaba3-1b29-42ce-93f2-ae4ee9b4c90c%22
https://www.dese.gov.au/about-us/resources/portfolio-budget-statements-2022-23
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2Fa7eeaba3-1b29-42ce-93f2-ae4ee9b4c90c%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/partypol/8481788/upload_binary/8481788.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22library/partypol/8481788%22
https://csrm.cass.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/docs/2022/5/Research_Note_on_Childcare_Policies_Dist_Only.pdf
https://csrm.cass.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/docs/2022/5/Research_Note_on_Childcare_Policies_Dist_Only.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485100%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485100%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202223/PaidParentalLeaveScheme


Family Tax Benefit no longer for the 

middle class 

Figure 3 – Proportion of families with children under 16 years of age receiving Family Tax Benefit 
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https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/family_tax_benefit_reconciliation_dataset/resource/7a1771c3-d28a-459e-98d5-fa1c61b7d0c0
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https://www.dss.gov.au/publications-articles-corporate-publications-annual-reports/department-of-social-services-annual-report-2020-21
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F5e95ff83-b5c9-49c3-9eaf-13b40722e41f%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F5e95ff83-b5c9-49c3-9eaf-13b40722e41f%22
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/income-test-for-family-tax-benefit-part?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/income-test-for-family-tax-benefit-part?context=22151
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20141219000145/http:/guides.dss.gov.au/family-assistance-guide/3/1/1/60
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview200910/WelfareFamPayments
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2008A00063
https://www.dss.gov.au/about-the-department/publications-articles/corporate-publications/annual-reports


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

  

Figure 4 – Family Tax Benefit expenses, nominal and real ($ June 2021) 
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Further reading 

https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview201213/FamiliesJobSeekers
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr5357%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr5707%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr5557%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2017/March/New_social_services_savings_Bill
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2017/March/New_social_services_savings_Bill
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr5327%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr6048%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr5357%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr5707%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/budget/2022_01/upload_binary/bp1_2022-23.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22budget%202022%20-%202023%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/budget/2022_01/upload_binary/bp1_2022-23.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22budget%202022%20-%202023%22
https://www.dss.gov.au/about-the-department/publications-articles/corporate-publications/budget-and-additional-estimates-statements
https://www.dss.gov.au/about-the-department/publications-articles/corporate-publications/budget-and-additional-estimates-statements
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/BudgetReview202223/SocialSecurity
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Newstartrelatedpayments/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Newstartrelatedpayments/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Newstartrelatedpayments/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Newstartrelatedpayments/Report
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/83371/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/83371/0


Anthony Lotric, Social Policy 

 

Income Management: a brief 

overview 

Key issue 

https://www.anao.gov.au/work/performance-audit/implementation-and-performance-the-cashless-debit-card-trial-follow
https://www.anao.gov.au/work/performance-audit/implementation-and-performance-the-cashless-debit-card-trial-follow
https://www.dss.gov.au/families-and-children/programmes-services/welfare-conditionality/cashless-debit-card-overview
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8607074%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8607074%22
https://www.anao.gov.au/sites/default/files/Auditor-General_Report_2021-22_29.pdf
https://www.anao.gov.au/work/performance-audit/implementation-and-performance-cashless-debit-card-trial
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8530263%22#:~:text=We%20can%20be%20very%20clear%20about%20this.%20Labor%20will%20abolish%20the%20cashless%20debit%20card.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8530263%22#:~:text=We%20can%20be%20very%20clear%20about%20this.%20Labor%20will%20abolish%20the%20cashless%20debit%20card.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/media/pressrel/8607074/upload_binary/8607074.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22Amanda%20RIshworth%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/media/pressrel/8607074/upload_binary/8607074.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22Amanda%20RIshworth%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F3731606%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F3731606%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/bd/bd1516a/16bd027
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8607074%22
https://ministers.dss.gov.au/transcripts/8246
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BN/2011-2012/IncomeManagementOverview#:~:text=Income%20management%20(also%20known%20as%20%E2%80%98welfare%20quarantining%E2%80%99)%20refers%20to%20a%20policy%20under%20which%20a%20percentage%20of%20the%20welfare%20payments%20of%20certain%20people%20is%20set%20aside%20to%20be%20spent%20only%20on%20%E2%80%98priority%20goods%20and%20services%E2%80%99%20such%20as%20food%2C%20housing%2C%20clothing%2C%20education%20and%20health%20care.
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Counter-terrorism 
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Recent developments and 

lapsed/ongoing reviews 
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… we believe that [the AFP as] the 

Commonwealth’s law enforcement agency should 

be closely aligned with the portfolio that makes the 

laws in Australia. This will also provide 

independence for the AFP. The AFP was buried 

within the Home Affairs portfolio. The Attorney-

General sits a little to the side of government, and 

we welcome such an environment for the AFP … 
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Stephen Fallon, Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security 

 

The ANZUS alliance 

History 

Key issue 
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What does the ANZUS Treaty require of 

its signatories? 

Future prospects 

Bilateral security relationships 
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… closer and smoother practical military-to-military 

cooperation between the Australian Defence Force 

(ADF) and the Japan Self-Defense Force (JSDF) by 

legislating sensitive areas, such as access to one 

another’s military bases and ports, logistical 

streamlining, and harmonising relevant security 

protocols. This is designed to facilitate joint military 

training and exercises on Australian and Japanese 

territory by cutting some of the existing red tape. 

Minilateral security relationships 

AUKUS 
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The Five Eyes intelligence community 

… it no longer faces a single predominant threat. 

The intelligence communities of all five nations must 

now contend with self-radicalized terrorists at 

home, master an entire new domain of cyber 

threats, and remain ahead of Russia and China. 

And the Five Eyes must do all this while recruiting 

and retaining the best staff, allaying concerns over 

civil liberties, and managing the wavering political 

will for international cooperation. 

The Quad 
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Five Power Defence Arrangements 
Global security relationships – 

Australia’s relationship with NATO 
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Australia-India Economic Cooperation 

and Trade Agreement 

Key issue 
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India’s human rights issues 

… undermines Australia’s prosecution of human 

rights issues with China and its broader strategy of 

handling a difficult relationship with Beijing. While 

Canberra is right to call out repression in Xinjiang 

and Hong Kong, among other issues, its failure to 

comment about India plays into Beijing’s hands, 

suggesting that Australia’s advocacy is strategic 

rather than genuine concern. 

In terms of Australia and India ties, however, silence 

on human rights in this growth phase of the 

relationship could undermine its long-term success. 

By avoiding the topic now, Australia sets a difficult 

precedent, making it harder to speak and act in the 

future without causing major, even irreparable, 

damage to the bilateral relationship. The longer 

human rights issues persist in India, the harder it will 

be for Australia not to voice its concerns – and 

Canberra may well find itself isolated for not doing 

so. Moreover, an India beset by internal divisions 

and growing marginalization of democracy makes 

for a less reliable partner … 
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Our relationship has reached a new and higher 

starting point, and we should be more visionary, 

broad minded and set more ambitious goals. Our 

two countries should increase dialogue and 

exchanges and deepen political trust, expand 

result-oriented cooperation, and work together to 

sustain peace, stability and prosperity in the Asia-

Pacific.  

I have to say that the respect and affection that we 

Australians have for the people of China was 

reinforced by the remarkable speech that President 

Xi has delivered in our Parliament today.  

I have never heard a Chinese leader declare that his 

country will be fully democratic by 2050. I have 

never heard a Chinese leader commit so explicitly to 

a rule-based international order founded on the 

principle that we should all treat others as we would 

be treated ourselves.  

Key issue 
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Chinese loans have been used as a vehicle to get 

State-Owned Enterprises into the region. These 

SOEs have now put down deep roots and are 

competing in commercial activity across the board. 

According to China’s investment statistics, Chinese 

construction activity in the region was US$958 

million in 2017, almost six times greater than its 

foreign aid activities. These companies are still 

building China’s presence and influence in the 

region without needing direct government support 

in the form of loans.  
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Australia’s Humanitarian Program 

Figure 1 – Refugees, people in refugee-like situations and Venezuelans displaced abroad, end of 2021 

 

Table 1 – Humanitarian Program by component, 2011–

12 to 2020–21 

Year Offshore 
resettlement 

Onshore 
protection 

Total Humanitarian 
Program grants 

2011–12 6,718 7,038 13,756 

2012–13 12,515 7,507 20,022 

2013–14 11,016 2,752 13,768 

2014–15 11,009 2,750 13,759 

2015–16 15,552 2,003 17,555 

2016–17 20,257 1,711 21,968 

2017–18 14,825 1,425 16,250 

2018–19 17,112 1,650 18,762 

2019–20 11,521 1,650 13,171 

2020–21 4,558 1,389 5,947 
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https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F1996B03551
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F1996B03551
http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ma1958118/s5aa.html
http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ma1958118/s5aa.html
http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ma1958118/s46a.html
http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ma1958118/s14.html


Resettling the offshore processing 

cohort  

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F1882205%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F1882205%22
https://osb.homeaffairs.gov.au/
https://osb.homeaffairs.gov.au/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/seven-years-on/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa12/4934/2016/en/
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/sites/kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/files/Policy_Brief_11_Offshore_Processing.pdf
https://msf.org.au/article/project-news/seven-years-offshore-processing-enough-enough
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Legal_and_Constitutional_Affairs/NauruandManusRPCs
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reviews-and-inquiries/departmental-reviews/independent-reviews-regional-processing-centre-nauru
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8547108%22
http://www.immigration.gov.pg/images/PNG_National_Refugee_Policy_FINAL_ENDORSED_BY_CABINET.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22emms%2Femms%2F591108%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8211425%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8211425%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8192072%22
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/border-protection/regional-processing-and-resettlement
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2F25689%2F0002%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2F25689%2F0002%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8530203%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F4934736%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F4934736%22
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/border-protection/regional-processing-and-resettlement
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/border-protection/regional-processing-and-resettlement
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F4384129%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F4384129%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8485188%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8485188%22
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/border-protection/regional-processing-and-resettlement
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/border-protection/regional-processing-and-resettlement


 

Further reading 

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/border-protection/regional-processing-and-resettlement
https://www.unhcr.org/62a9d1494/global-trends-report-2021
https://www.unhcr.org/62a9d1494/global-trends-report-2021
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F3599552%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F3599552%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F3599552%22


Caitlin Grant, Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security 

Introduction 

Security landscape 

Key issue 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Intelligence_and_Security/ExtremistMovements/Submissions
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Intelligence_and_Security/ExtremistMovements/Submissions
https://www.economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/GTI-2019web.pdf
https://www.economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/GTI-2019web.pdf
https://christchurchattack.royalcommission.nz/assets/Report-Volumes-and-Parts/Ko-to-tatou-kainga-tenei-Volume-1-v2.pdf
https://christchurchattack.royalcommission.nz/assets/Report-Volumes-and-Parts/Ko-to-tatou-kainga-tenei-Volume-1-v2.pdf
https://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/national-threat-level/current-national-terrorism-threat-level#:~:text=Australia%E2%80%99s%20general%20terrorism%20threat%20level%20remains%20at%20PROBABLE.%20Credible%20intelligence%2C%20assessed%20by%20our%20security%20agencies%2C%20indicates%20that%20individuals%20or%20groups%20have%20the%20intent%20and%20capability%20to%20conduct%20a%20terrorist%20attack%20in%20Australia.%C2%A0
https://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/national-threat-level/current-national-terrorism-threat-level#:~:text=Australia%E2%80%99s%20general%20terrorism%20threat%20level%20remains%20at%20PROBABLE.%20Credible%20intelligence%2C%20assessed%20by%20our%20security%20agencies%2C%20indicates%20that%20individuals%20or%20groups%20have%20the%20intent%20and%20capability%20to%20conduct%20a%20terrorist%20attack%20in%20Australia.%C2%A0
https://www.asio.gov.au/publications/speeches-and-statements/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2022.html
https://www.asio.gov.au/publications/speeches-and-statements/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2022.html
https://www.asio.gov.au/publications/speeches-and-statements/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2021.html
https://www.asio.gov.au/publications/speeches-and-statements/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2021.html
https://www.asio.gov.au/publications/speeches-and-statements.html
https://www.asio.gov.au/publications/speeches-and-statements/director-general-annual-threat-assessment-0.html
https://www.asio.gov.au/publications/speeches-and-statements/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2022.html


Parliamentary Joint Committee on 

Intelligence and Security Inquiry  

Right-wing extremism and COVID-19 

The behaviours we are seeing in response to 

COVID lockdowns and vaccinations are not 

specifically left or right wing. They are a cocktail of 

views, fears, frustrations and conspiracies. 

What is ideologically 

motivated violent 

extremism? 

https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=c5cea09a-86aa-4e9b-839d-954daf94a865&subId=702960
https://www.asio.gov.au/australias-security-environment-and-outlook.html
https://www.asio.gov.au/violent-extremism-terminology.html
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=9c749d54-ba7c-44ae-b6b7-0a72bd30a2a5
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=9c749d54-ba7c-44ae-b6b7-0a72bd30a2a5
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Intelligence_and_Security/ExtremistMovements/Terms_of_Reference
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Intelligence_and_Security/ExtremistMovements/Terms_of_Reference
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=c5cea09a-86aa-4e9b-839d-954daf94a865&subId=702960
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/commjnt/dd6ec9b4-dd4a-4fc5-84c4-22baae1f833a/toc_pdf/Parliamentary%20Joint%20Committee%20on%20Intelligence%20and%20Security_2021_04_29_8720_Official.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22committees/commjnt/dd6ec9b4-dd4a-4fc5-84c4-22baae1f833a/0000%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/02_Parliamentary_Business/24_Committees/244_Joint_Committees/PJCIS/Extremism/FINAL_Interim_Report_-_Extremist_Movements_and_Radicalism_in_Australia.pdf?la=en&hash=0BF3CB20AFD49C847F0EE127AEEEA1CE709F9F67
https://www.asio.gov.au/publications/speeches-and-statements/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2021.html
https://www.asio.gov.au/publications/speeches-and-statements/director-generals-annual-threat-assessment-2022.html


Individuals who hold these views, and are willing to 

support violence to further them, are best and most 

accurately described as ideologically motivated 

violent extremists. 

 

 

 

The right-wing online 

https://alltogethernow.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/PP-Extremism-Covid19.pdf
https://alltogethernow.org.au/about-us/who-we-are/
https://alltogethernow.org.au/about-us/who-we-are/
https://theconversation.com/why-the-victorian-protests-should-concern-us-all-172140
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/10/covid-politics-far-right/620302/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/10/covid-politics-far-right/620302/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/10/covid-politics-far-right/620302/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/whats-wrong-with-calling-the-melbourne-protests-far-right/
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/customsites/perspectives-on-terrorism/2021/issue-6/campion-et-al.pdf
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/customsites/perspectives-on-terrorism/2021/issue-6/campion-et-al.pdf
https://theconversation.com/how-extremists-have-used-the-covid-pandemic-to-further-their-own-ends-often-with-chaotic-results-174400
https://www.visionofhumanity.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/GTI-2022-web_110522-1.pdf
https://alltogethernow.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/PP-Extremism-Covid19.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=6fbc721a-7795-4f00-bbef-46637008a1e9&subId=702961
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=6fbc721a-7795-4f00-bbef-46637008a1e9&subId=702961
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=6fbc721a-7795-4f00-bbef-46637008a1e9&subId=702961
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=8852a566-c130-4c8b-be72-7029327137f9&subId=702963
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=8852a566-c130-4c8b-be72-7029327137f9&subId=702963
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=a7d5d1e1-5d96-44e9-8896-ce870d455078&subId=702962
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=e194119d-ff24-454b-a893-e934c43a5d20&subId=705857


Recent policy initiatives and 

announcements 

 

Further reading 

https://gnet-research.org/2022/01/18/tracing-extremist-platform-migration-on-the-darkweb-lessons-for-deplatforming/
https://gnet-research.org/2021/01/15/why-deplatforming-the-extreme-right-is-a-lot-more-challenging-than-deplatforming-is/
https://gnet-research.org/2021/01/15/why-deplatforming-the-extreme-right-is-a-lot-more-challenging-than-deplatforming-is/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jan/13/social-media-trump-ban-alt-tech-far-right
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jan/13/social-media-trump-ban-alt-tech-far-right
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/our-portfolios/national-security/countering-extremism-and-terrorism/countering-violent-extremism-(cve)
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/our-portfolios/national-security/countering-extremism-and-terrorism/countering-violent-extremism-(cve)
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/media/pressrel/8398920/upload_binary/8398920.PDF;fileType=application/pdf#search=%22to%20counter%20all%20forms%20of%20violent%20extremism%20in%20Australia%22
https://www.livingsafetogether.gov.au/
https://www.livingsafetogether.gov.au/
https://www.livingsafetogether.gov.au/resources
https://www.livingsafetogether.gov.au/Documents/what-is-violent-extremism.PDF
https://www.livingsafetogether.gov.au/Documents/what-is-radicalisation.PDF
https://www.ag.gov.au/national-security/australias-counter-terrorism-laws/terrorist-organisations
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2022C00156/Html/Volume_1#_Toc95298123
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2022C00156/Html/Volume_1#_Toc95298123
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F7553552%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F7553552%22
https://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/what-australia-is-doing/terrorist-organisations/listed-terrorist-organisations/sonnenkrieg-division
https://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/what-australia-is-doing/terrorist-organisations/listed-terrorist-organisations/the-base
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8305411%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8305411%22


Stephen Fallon, Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security 

Space as a military domain 

Key issue 

https://www.losangeles.spaceforce.mil/Portals/16/documents/AFD-150806-035.pdf
https://www.losangeles.spaceforce.mil/Portals/16/documents/AFD-150806-035.pdf
https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/communications-satellite-score/nasm_A20030091000
https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/communications-satellite-score/nasm_A20030091000
https://www.darpa.mil/about-us/timeline/corona-reconnaissance-satellite
https://www.darpa.mil/about-us/timeline/corona-reconnaissance-satellite
https://www.airforcemag.com/article/0700find/
https://www.airforcemag.com/article/0700find/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8481910%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8481910%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8483514%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8483514%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8481910%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8481910%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8481975%22
https://www.heritage.org/sites/default/files/2017-09/2018_IndexOfUSMilitaryStrength_CARAFANO.pdf
https://www.heritage.org/sites/default/files/2017-09/2018_IndexOfUSMilitaryStrength_CARAFANO.pdf
https://www.airforce.gov.au/our-mission/defence-space-command
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8481910%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8481910%22
https://www.spaceforce.mil/
https://www.raf.mod.uk/what-we-do/uk-space-command/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220527002151/https:/eng.mil.ru/en/structure/forces/cosmic.htm
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2018/09/china-has-space-force-what-are-its-lessons-pentagon/151665/
https://history.nasa.gov/sputnik.html
https://www.doctrine.af.mil/Portals/61/documents/AFDP_3-14/3-14-D05-SPACE-Counterspace-Ops.pdf


Counterspace capabilities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

China and Russia present the greatest strategic 

threat due to their development, testing, and 

deployment of counterspace capabilities and their 

associated military doctrine for employment in 

conflict extending to space. China and Russia each 

have weaponized space as a means to reduce U.S. 

and allied military effectiveness and challenge our 

freedom of operation in space (p. 1). 

United States 

… the United States fields one acknowledged 

counterspace system that uses electronic warfare 

capabilities to interfere with satellite signals, but it 

also has multiple other operational systems that 

could be used in counterspace roles. There is 

evidence to suggest a robust debate is underway, 

largely behind closed doors, on whether the United 

States should develop new counterspace 

capabilities, both to counter or deter an adversary 

from attacking U.S. assets in space and to deny an 

https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/outerspacetreaty.html
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/jamming-and-cyber-attacks-how-space-being-targeted-ukraine
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jun/17/2002317391/-1/-1/1/2020_DEFENSE_SPACE_STRATEGY_SUMMARY.PDF
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Documents/News/Military_Power_Publications/Challenges_Security_Space_2022.pdf
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/2997723/defense-intelligence-agency-report-details-space-based-threats-from-competitors/
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/2997723/defense-intelligence-agency-report-details-space-based-threats-from-competitors/
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://swfound.org/media/207350/swf_global_counterspace_capabilities_2022_rev2.pdf


adversary their own space capabilities in the event 

of a future conflict. The impetus for this debate is 

renewed Russian and Chinese counterspace 

development and the recent conclusion that the 

United States is engaged in great power 

competition with Russia and China [p. 01-01]. 

… the Counter Communications System (CCS), 

which can be deployed globally to provide uplink 

jamming capability against geostationary 

communications satellites. It is working on 

Meadowlands, an updated version of the CCS 

system, which is intended to be used in an 

offensive capacity against satellite communications 

[p. 01-17]. 

China 

Russia 

https://www.iiss.org/blogs/research-paper/2021/06/cyber-power---tier-one
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-anti-satellite-test
https://swfound.org/media/207350/swf_global_counterspace_capabilities_2022_rev2.pdf
https://swfound.org/media/207350/swf_global_counterspace_capabilities_2022_rev2.pdf
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2021-12/news/russian-asat-test-creates-massive-debris
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2021-12/news/russian-asat-test-creates-massive-debris
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-59299101
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/jamming-and-cyber-attacks-how-space-being-targeted-ukraine
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/jamming-and-cyber-attacks-how-space-being-targeted-ukraine
https://breakingdefense.com/2022/03/local-russian-gps-jamming-in-ukraine-hasnt-affected-us-support-ops-so-far/
https://breakingdefense.com/2022/03/local-russian-gps-jamming-in-ukraine-hasnt-affected-us-support-ops-so-far/


India 

Australia in the space domain 

https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://swfound.org/media/207350/swf_global_counterspace_capabilities_2022_rev2.pdf
https://swfound.org/media/207350/swf_global_counterspace_capabilities_2022_rev2.pdf
https://swfound.org/media/207350/swf_global_counterspace_capabilities_2022_rev2.pdf
https://swfound.org/media/207350/swf_global_counterspace_capabilities_2022_rev2.pdf
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/goswami_indian_space_program_2022_.pdf
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/220404_Harrison_SpaceThreatAssessment2022.pdf?K4A9o_D9NmYG2Gv98PxNigLxS4oYpHRa
https://carnegieendowment.org/2019/04/15/india-s-asat-test-incomplete-success-pub-78884
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Risks presented by the militarisation 

of space 

Russia’s latest direct-ascent anti-satellite missile 

test unleashed a debris field of approximately 1,500 

trackable pieces when it destroyed Cosmos-1408, 

a defunct Soviet satellite. NASA reported that the 

astronauts and cosmonauts aboard the 

International Space Station took emergency 

measures as the station passed “through or near 

the cloud every 90 minutes” for several hours. From 

this event alone, the risk of contributing to a Kessler 

Syndrome event increased by five percent 

according to France. This is alarming for all states, 
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explains former NATO secretary general Anders 

Fogh Rasmussen, because “even a fleck of paint 

can cause critical damage to infrastructure in 

space” assuming it’s traveling at an average of 10 

km per second. 

According to the U.S. nonprofit Union of Concerned 

Scientists, orbital debris in LEO—orbits with an 

altitude of 2,000 kilometers or less—can travel “30 

times faster than a commercial jet aircraft. At these 

speeds, pieces of debris larger than 1 cm (half an 

inch) can severely damage or destroy a satellite, 

and it is not possible to shield effectively against 

debris of this size.” 
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Coalition Government’s Ransomware 
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Labor’s National Ransomware 

Strategy discussion paper 

• 

o 

o 
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Key issues arising from the 

Ransomware Action Plan and the 

proposed National Ransomware 

Strategy 
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• 

• 

It’s also a fallacy to assume that small businesses 

can’t afford to pay ransom demands (and therefore 

don’t) and so this won’t apply to them. Often – 

small businesses of this size have cyber insurance 

which typically covers ransom demands.  
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Government response 
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Table 1 – Current state and territory anti-corruption commissions 

Jurisdiction Year of establishment Current anti-corruption agency 

NSW 1988 Independent Commission against Corruption 

Victoria 2012 Independent Broad based Anti-Corruption Commission 

Queensland 2014 Crime and Misconduct Commission 

South Australia 2012 The Independent Commission against Corruption 

Western Australia 2004 Corruption and Crime Commission 

Tasmania 2010 Integrity Commission 

ACT 2018 Integrity Commission 

Northern Territory 2017 Office of the Independent Commissioner Against Corruption 
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https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2F2e362a31-d69b-4a97-b516-c566a192f74d%2F0029%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8407491%22
https://www.pmc.gov.au/government/review-members-parliament-staff-mops-act-1984#:~:text=The%20Review%20has%20been%20established,parliamentarians%20and%20their%20staff%2C%20and
https://www.pmc.gov.au/government/review-members-parliament-staff-mops-act-1984#:~:text=The%20Review%20has%20been%20established,parliamentarians%20and%20their%20staff%2C%20and
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/prspub/8496295/upload_binary/8496295.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22recent%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/library/prspub/8496295/upload_binary/8496295.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22recent%22
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1988-035#sec.9
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1988-035#sec.9


https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/NationalIntegrityCommission
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr6233%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr6598%22
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/mps-lords--offices/standards-and-financial-interests/independent-expert-panel/hc-245---the-conduct-of-mr-rob-roberts-mp.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/mps-lords--offices/standards-and-financial-interests/independent-expert-panel/hc-245---the-conduct-of-mr-rob-roberts-mp.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8588968%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/media/pressclp/8593579/upload_binary/8593579.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22tony%20burke%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/media/pressclp/8593579/upload_binary/8593579.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22tony%20burke%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/media/pressclp/8593579/upload_binary/8593579.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22tony%20burke%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Procedure/Questiontime/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Procedure/Questiontime/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Procedure/Questiontime/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Procedure/Questiontime/Government_Response
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Procedure/Questiontime/Government_Response


  

Further reading 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01326090%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01326090%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01326090%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Leadership_Taskforce/Updates/-/media/CB66B4F3895A470C891EA15412B6C143.ashx
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Leadership_Taskforce/Updates/-/media/CB66B4F3895A470C891EA15412B6C143.ashx
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01323173%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01323173%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8496295%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8496295%22


Jonathan Mills, Law and Bills Digest 

 

Australia’s Constitution  

Process for amending the 

Constitution  

Key issue 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2013Q00005
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/House_of_Representatives/Powers_practice_and_procedure/00_-_Infosheets/Infosheet_13_-_The_Constitution
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5407103%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5407103%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Senate/Powers_practice_n_procedures/Constitution/chapter8#chapter-08_128
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2FUFE06%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6388567%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6388567%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01241386%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01241386%22


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A02908
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A02908
https://www.aec.gov.au/elections/referendums/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2FZKJ06%22
https://www.aec.gov.au/Elections/referendums/Referendum_Dates_and_Results.htm
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=HANDBOOK;id=handbook%2Fnewhandbook%2F2017-06-21%2F0046;query=Id%3A%22handbook%2Fnewhandbook%2F2017-06-21%2F0045%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=HANDBOOK;id=handbook%2Fnewhandbook%2F2017-06-21%2F0046;query=Id%3A%22handbook%2Fnewhandbook%2F2017-06-21%2F0045%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6388567%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6388567%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6388567%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8618586%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6388567%22


Proposals to amend the Constitution  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Constitutional reform body 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8616814%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/IndigenousConstitutionalRecognitionRepresentation
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/IndigenousConstitutionalRecognitionRepresentation
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8047450%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/79478/0
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/Constitutionalreform/Public_Hearings
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/Constitutionalreform/Submissions
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportrep%2F024815%2F0000%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportrep%2F024815%2F0000%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/constitutionalreform#:~:text=The%20Standing%20Committee%20on%20Social,on%20constitutional%20reform%20and%20referendums.
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/79478/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/79478/0


 

  Further reading 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6388567%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6388567%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6388567%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/79478/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/79478/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportrep%2F024815%2F0000%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportrep%2F024815%2F0000%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/IndigenousConstitutionalRecognitionRepresentation
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/IndigenousConstitutionalRecognitionRepresentation
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8618586%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8618586%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8618586%22


Dr Shannon Torrens, Law and Bills Digest 

 

Work of the AHRC 

 

Key issue 

Human rights 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021C00559
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021C00559
https://humanrights.gov.au/about
https://humanrights.gov.au/about
https://humanrights.gov.au/about
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/legal/submissions/submission-court-intervener-and-amicus-curiae#1
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/legal/submissions/submission-court-intervener-and-amicus-curiae#2
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/business-and-human-rights/projects/supporting-business-combat-modern-slavery
https://ganhri.org/nhri/
https://ganhri.org/nhri/
https://ganhri.org/history-of-ganhri-and-nhris/
https://ganhri.org/history-of-ganhri-and-nhris/
https://ganhri.org/accreditation/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8522938%22
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/human-rights
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

GANHRI Review 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Human rights treaties 

https://humanrights.gov.au/about/commissioners
https://ganhri.org/nhri/
https://ganhri.org/nhri/
https://ganhri.org/history-of-ganhri-and-nhris/
https://ganhri.org/history-of-ganhri-and-nhris/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fganhri.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F10%2FParis-Principles_ENG.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fganhri.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F10%2FParis-Principles_ENG.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://ganhri.org/accreditation/
https://ganhri.org/membership/
https://ganhri.org/sub-committee-on-accreditation/
https://ganhri.org/sub-committee-on-accreditation/
https://ganhri.org/accreditation/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8522938%22
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1980/23.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1980/23.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1976/5.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1976/5.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1975/40.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1975/40.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1983/9.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1983/9.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1989/21.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1989/21.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1989/21.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1991/4.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/2008/12.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/2008/12.html


Selection and appointment 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Where a significant Government appointment is 

proposed, the responsible minister must write to 

the Prime Minister seeking approval of the 

appointment before any appointment action is 

finalised. While most significant appointments will 

require Cabinet approval, the Prime Minister may 

determine that Cabinet consideration is not required 

and authorise the appointment’ (p. 22).  

Reappointment of commissioners 

Mandate of the AHRC 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/nhri/ganhri-sub-committee-accreditation-sca
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/nhri/ganhri-sub-committee-accreditation-sca
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/home
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/nhri/ganhri-sub-committee-accreditation-sca
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/nhri/ganhri-sub-committee-accreditation-sca
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8564457%22
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Countries/NHRI/GANHRI/EN_GeneralObservations_Revisions_adopted_21.02.2018_vf.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Countries/NHRI/GANHRI/EN_GeneralObservations_Revisions_adopted_21.02.2018_vf.pdf
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/aia1901230/s16a.html
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/House_of_Representatives/Powers_practice_and_procedure/Practice7/HTML/Chapter2/Federal_Executive_Council
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/House_of_Representatives/Powers_practice_and_procedure/Practice7/HTML/Chapter2/Federal_Executive_Council
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A03366
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A03366
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A01302
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A04426
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A00274
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A02868
https://www.apsc.gov.au/working-aps/governments-merit-and-transparency-policy
https://www.apsc.gov.au/working-aps/governments-merit-and-transparency-policy
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/83239/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8522936%22
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/aia1901230/s33aa.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/aia1901230/s33aa.html


AHRC funding 

Timing of final accreditation decision 

  

Treaties mentioned in 

the GHANRI Decision 

Further reading 

 

 

 

 

 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8564457%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8564457%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F8ead612d-c548-44f1-8c14-4e45f543dd62%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8522810%22
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1989/21.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1976/5.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1976/5.html
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F4492f06f-7b6d-42c4-a70c-3f6cf97ef0b1%22
https://www.routledge.com/Protecting-Rights-Without-a-Bill-of-Rights-Institutional-Performance-and/Goldsworthy-Campbell-Stone/p/book/9781138620230
https://www.routledge.com/Protecting-Rights-Without-a-Bill-of-Rights-Institutional-Performance-and/Goldsworthy-Campbell-Stone/p/book/9781138620230
https://www.routledge.com/Protecting-Rights-Without-a-Bill-of-Rights-Institutional-Performance-and/Goldsworthy-Campbell-Stone/p/book/9781138620230
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8564457%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8564457%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8472607%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8472607%22
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/research-handbook-on-international-human-rights-law-9781849800556.html
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/research-handbook-on-international-human-rights-law-9781849800556.html


Howard Maclean, Law and Bills Digest 

 

History of Australia’s quarantine 

framework  

… agreed on by the parties in common, not during 

the operation of restraint and restrictions, and 

political or other influences, but in circumstances 

which all the authorities concerned are in the same 

position with respect to the health requirements and 

the subjects considered. 

Key issue 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2013Q00005
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/coacac627/s51.html
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8087904%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8087904%22
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/publications/research-papers/download/36-research-papers/13962-emergency-powers-public-health-and-covid-19
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8087904%22
https://labourhistorycanberra.org/2018/06/the-spanish-influenza-pandemic-in-australia-1912-19/
https://www.naa.gov.au/blog/closed-borders-and-broken-agreements-spanish-flu-australia
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15479704/
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15479704/
https://www.naa.gov.au/blog/closed-borders-and-broken-agreements-spanish-flu-australia
https://www.naa.gov.au/blog/closed-borders-and-broken-agreements-spanish-flu-australia
https://federation.gov.au/national-cabinet
https://www.health.gov.au/about-us/100-years-of-health
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C1920A00047#:~:text=Any%20person%20subject%20to%20quarantine,imprisonment%20for%20three%20months.%E2%80%9D.
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C1920A00047#:~:text=Any%20person%20subject%20to%20quarantine,imprisonment%20for%20three%20months.%E2%80%9D.
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2016C00597
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2015A00061
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2020L00266
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2022C00203
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2022C00203
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportsen%2F024920%2F0000%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportsen%2F024920%2F0003%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportsen%2F024920%2F0003%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportsen%2F024920%2F0003%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Scrutiny_of_Delegated_Legislation
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Scrutiny_of_Delegated_Legislation
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Scrutiny_of_Delegated_Legislation
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansards%2F25181%2F0218%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/amend/r6776_amend_84ea8af1-759c-4080-8afd-e09303398b98/upload_pdf/1475%20CW%20Biosecurity%20Amendment%20(Enhanced%20Risk%20Management)%20Bill%202021_Fierravanti-Wells.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/amend/r6776_amend_84ea8af1-759c-4080-8afd-e09303398b98/upload_pdf/1475%20CW%20Biosecurity%20Amendment%20(Enhanced%20Risk%20Management)%20Bill%202021_Fierravanti-Wells.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf


… the strong quarantine focus on human health in 

the early part of the twentieth century is now 

overshadowed by the focus on animals and plants 

of agricultural importance … [p. 30] 

The human biosecurity emergency 

powers 

 R

Issues regarding the operation of the 

HBE powers 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90359/0
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2FG8PP6%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2FG8PP6%22
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/33769/0
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2015A00061
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-biosec-list-diseases.htm
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F2016L01027
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ba2015156/s479.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FCA/2021/517.html?context=0;query=newman%20v%20minister;mask_path=
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FCA/2021/517.html?context=0;query=newman%20v%20minister;mask_path=
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F7943870%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F7943870%22
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FCAFC/2021/90.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FCAFC/2021/90.html
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F7250104%22


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Reviews and policy proposals for 

reform 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Fcommsen%2Fcd624d7f-8168-4d5c-9b67-71bb199f94d3%2F0003%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Fcommsen%2Fcd624d7f-8168-4d5c-9b67-71bb199f94d3%2F0003%22
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ba2015156/s475.html
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ba2015156/s475.html
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ba2015156/s476.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ba2015156/s477.html
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/434345/HenryVIII-Fact-Sheet.pdf
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ba2015156/s477.html
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ba2015156/s478.html
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportsen%2F024920%2F0003%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportsen%2F024920%2F0003%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Freportsen%2F024920%2F0003%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8492684%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485093%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fpartypol%2F8485093%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/amend/r6776_amend_84ea8af1-759c-4080-8afd-e09303398b98/upload_pdf/1475%20CW%20Biosecurity%20Amendment%20(Enhanced%20Risk%20Management)%20Bill%202021_Fierravanti-Wells.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr6776%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr6776%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8602132%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F8602133%22


 

Further reading 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/COVID-19/COVID19#:~:text=The%20Senate%20Select%20Committee%20on,to%20the%20COVID%2D19%20pandemic.
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90090/0
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/90090/0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F7250104%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F7250104%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F7250104%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/billsdgs/8283122/upload_binary/8283122.pdf;fileType=application/pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/billsdgs/8283122/upload_binary/8283122.pdf;fileType=application/pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2021/July/1913_Smallpox_Epidemic
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2021/July/1913_Smallpox_Epidemic


Dr Andrew Banfield and Dr Nathan Church, Politics and Public 

Administration 

 

Executive federalism in Australia 

Key issue 

https://www.queensu.ca/iigr/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.iigrwww/files/files/pub/archive/researchpapers/Researchpaper26ExecutiveFederalismWatts.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/iigr/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.iigrwww/files/files/pub/archive/researchpapers/Researchpaper26ExecutiveFederalismWatts.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/iigr/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.iigrwww/files/files/pub/archive/researchpapers/Researchpaper26ExecutiveFederalismWatts.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp0001/01RP26
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp0001/01RP26
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp0001/01RP26
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp0001/01RP26
https://www.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/final-report-review-coag-councils-ministerial-forums.pdf
https://www.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/final-report-review-coag-councils-ministerial-forums.pdf
https://www.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/final-report-review-coag-councils-ministerial-forums.pdf
https://www.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/final-report-review-coag-councils-ministerial-forums.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F7371305%22
https://theconversation.com/explainer-what-is-the-national-cabinet-and-is-it-democratic-135036
https://theconversation.com/explainer-what-is-the-national-cabinet-and-is-it-democratic-135036
https://government.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/3443258/GDC-Policy-Brief-2_National-Cabinet_final01.07.2020.pdf
https://government.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/3443258/GDC-Policy-Brief-2_National-Cabinet_final01.07.2020.pdf
https://www.canadaspremiers.ca/
https://www.canadaspremiers.ca/
https://www.caf.gov.au/
https://www.caf.gov.au/


Rise of National Cabinet 

National Cabinet as distinct from 

Cabinet 

One of the reasons why National Cabinet has 

worked is it has actually operated as a Cabinet. And 

that means it operates within Cabinet rules and it 

operates under the Federal Cabinet’s rules and that 

relates to the security of documents, process, 

procedure … Having these groups operate like a 

fair dinkum Cabinet, I think has been really 

important. We’re all members of Cabinet so we all 

understand what those rules are and I don’t think 

that has been the MO for how COAG has operated 

and I think that’s a really big change.  

https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/national-cabinet-creates-a-new-federal-model-20200318-p54bar
https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/national-cabinet-creates-a-new-federal-model-20200318-p54bar
https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/national-cabinet-creates-a-new-federal-model-20200318-p54bar
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8581391%22
https://www.ceda.com.au/NewsAndResources/Opinion/Institutions/Why-you-shouldnt-write-off-national-cabinet
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8494152%22
https://www.themandarin.com.au/136372-opinion-aussies-support-the-national-cabinet-but-they-are-hungry-for-ambitious-reform/
https://federation.gov.au/nfrc
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8579674%22
https://www.ceda.com.au/NewsAndResources/Opinion/Institutions/Why-you-shouldnt-write-off-national-cabinet
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F7371305%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8160970%22
http://www7.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/AATA/2021/2719.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/AATA/2021/2719.html


National Cabinet during the 47th 

Parliament 

You need consistency and we need to work the 

issues through. If we do, there are massive 

efficiencies. We need to get back to the growth 

agenda and the microeconomic reform and 

productivity agenda. And part of the way that you 

do that is through Federation reform. The 

duplication that's there is a problem for our 

economy, but more importantly, during this 

pandemic, it's been a source of enormous 

frustration from people as they look at buck 

passing. And we need to do better. 

I think the National Cabinet process has, well I think 

it’s fractured the federation in a way from when I sat 

at COAG. It was a much more collaborative, equal 

partnership, it seems you know, national cabinet 

was a sort of construct to, in a sense, become a PR 

machine through the pandemic. So I think there’s a 

real opportunity to get back to working with the 

states around the table. I think it should not be too 

ambitious because its hard to get through some 

reforms. But you know, if you pick off a couple of 

areas where you want to work with the states and 

territories on improving things, I think there’s a real 

opportunity, you know, less division, more 

consensus and agreement about what needs to get 

done.  

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Title%3Acoag%20Dataset%3Abillslst,billsPrevParl,disinstrs,billsCurBef,billsCurNotBef,tariffs,disinstrr,billsdgs;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Finance_and_Public_Administration/COAG/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Finance_and_Public_Administration/COAG/Report
https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/a-cabinet-without-a-parliament-a-meeting-with-no-power-20200601-p54y83
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F7371322%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8389131%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8522826%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8576207%22
https://treasury.gov.au/programs-initiatives-consumers-community/the-national-housing-supply-council
https://treasury.gov.au/programs-initiatives-consumers-community/the-national-housing-supply-council
https://www.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/federal-relations-architecture-diagram.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F8025422%22


  

Further reading 

https://www.ceda.com.au/getmedia/1ef5e0ed-230e-4c90-abc2-5b6437c2df3a/Info-paper-Australian-Federation-August-2020-V7.pdf
https://www.ceda.com.au/getmedia/1ef5e0ed-230e-4c90-abc2-5b6437c2df3a/Info-paper-Australian-Federation-August-2020-V7.pdf
https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/a-new-role-for-national-cabinet-20220523-p5ano2
https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/a-new-role-for-national-cabinet-20220523-p5ano2
https://www.anzsog.edu.au/resource-library/case-library/the-national-cabinet-and-covid-19-a-new-future-for-federal-relations
https://www.anzsog.edu.au/resource-library/case-library/the-national-cabinet-and-covid-19-a-new-future-for-federal-relations
https://www.anzsog.edu.au/resource-library/case-library/the-national-cabinet-and-covid-19-a-new-future-for-federal-relations
https://government.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/3443258/GDC-Policy-Brief-2_National-Cabinet_final01.07.2020.pdf
https://government.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/3443258/GDC-Policy-Brief-2_National-Cabinet_final01.07.2020.pdf


Dr Damon Muller, Politics and Public Administration 

 

• 

• 

Recent changes to federal political 

finance laws 

Ban on foreign donations 

Key issue 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8602307%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8602307%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8530410%22
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Latest/C2022C00074
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Latest/C2022C00074
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5387108%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5387108%22
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/HCA/2015/34.html
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2018-020#sec.3
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F00116769%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F00116769%22
https://grattan.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/908-Who-s-in-the-room-Access-and-influence-in-Australian-politics.pdf
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/HCA/2015/34.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/HCA/2015/34.html
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/researchpapers/Documents/HighCourtE-Brief.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/researchpapers/Documents/HighCourtE-Brief.pdf


Third party registration 

Protecting federal donations 

Divergence between state and 

territory and federal laws 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2018A00147
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2018A00147
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021A00134
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021A00134
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2022A00006
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2022A00006
https://www.aec.gov.au/Parties_and_Representatives/financial_disclosure/guides/associated-entities/index.htm
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021A00137
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021A00137
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8308848%22
https://transparency.aec.gov.au/AnnualPoliticalCampaigner
https://transparency.aec.gov.au/AnnualPoliticalCampaigner
https://eresources.hcourt.gov.au/showCase/2019/HCA/15
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2020A00095
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2020A00095
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/PoliticalFinance
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook47p/PoliticalFinance
https://www.premier.tas.gov.au/site_resources_2015/additional_releases/introducing_a_new_political_donations_disclosure_scheme_for_tasmania
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id:media/pressclp/8603001
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id:media/pressclp/8603001
https://eresources.hcourt.gov.au/showCase/2019/HCA/1
http://www7.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/HCA/2015/34.html
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2FPV930%22
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-28/victorias-strict-rules-on-political-donations-explained/9997838
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-28/victorias-strict-rules-on-political-donations-explained/9997838


Different rules for parties and 

independents 

• 

• 

• 

Areas for potential policy reform 

Reducing the donation disclosure 

threshold 

https://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/investigations/past-investigations/2022/political-donations-operation-aero
https://www.aec.gov.au/Parties_and_Representatives/public_funding/threshold.htm
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021A00137
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021A00137
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8557870%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8557870%22
https://www.aec.gov.au/Parties_and_Representatives/public_funding/threshold.htm
https://www.aec.gov.au/Parties_and_Representatives/public_funding/threshold.htm
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F7248350%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F7248350%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5621507%22
https://www.dpc.nsw.gov.au/assets/media-news/95/attachments/b8af5ad3b0/Working_Paper_1_-_Overview_on_International_Election_Funding_and_Donations_Disclosure_Laws_including_Annexure_A.pdf


Clarifying what constitutes a donation 

Ending donation splitting 

Improving donation disclosure timeliness 

Disclosing electoral expenditure 

Capping electoral expenditure 

Capping donations and increasing public 

funding 

https://grattan.edu.au/report/how-to-make-australian-politics-cleaner/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8493589%22
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/__legislation/lz/c/a/electoral%20act%201985/current/1985.77.auth.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5621507%22
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2018A00147
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F8579584%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fprspub%2F5621507%22
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/researchpapers/Documents/HighCourtE-Brief.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F2484839%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F2484839%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F5082818%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F5082818%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8334525%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F8602307%22
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