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I. (l) Thi~ Act muy be cilcd a'i the Se.111k•11\- C:J1np<'11sario11 A11k'1ul- Sho 
••• u t111e. 111,•111 Acr (,11,'o. 2) 1970, ~ 

) (:!) Th;: Sca111r11·~ Co111pe11su1i11n Act 191 ! * is in llHs Act r:!fcrred to 
as th.: Prinr:ipal t\c.t. 
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CLAUSE l 

- . 

SHORT TITLE AND CITATION 
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This is the usual formal. clause. 
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2. (l) St1b_iect to sub-sect inn (2). this Act sh:ill come- into opcr.:ttion 
on the da1¢ llll which it receive~ !he Royal As:;cnt. 

(2) Secti<.•n 4 ~h.:ill be dCcm.:ct to have come into operation on I 
JO September 1~179. 
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CLAUSE 2 

COMMENCEMENT 

Clause 2 provides for the Act to come into 

operation on the date of Royal Assent, with the 

proviso that increased benefits (as outiined in 

the Schedule) wili be paid as from 1 September 

1979. 
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Schtduk r 3. ( t) S1:hedulc I 10 the Principal Act is nmcnded-

(a) hy ndding. at the end of par:.igraph.(4J ·-.other than a paymcni 
aJlo,,:1111.:c- or ~cndit rrceiYCd by the ~eaman in accord:ince with 
lhe terms of any a''arJ, .order or Ji:tcrminadun or an industrial 
:tuthority. any industrial agreement, or riny Jaw (oth.:r than this 
Act). requiring th~ employer to supplement any ~uch weckJv 
payment of compi:n~ation "; and · 

(b) hy omitting frvm ,ub-paragraph (i) nf parngr~irh (b) of the 
ilelinition of .. child" in paragraph t22) ·· 21 ·· and ~ubstitutin2 
.. 25 ... ' . - 10 

(2) \Vherc, by re:i.son of thi: death or incapacity of a' S.'.:ama!l occurring 
before :he con11nencemcnt of this section, weekly payments in rcspett of 
o child would h.:P•e been payal:.!c m1mcdiately before that commericemcni 
if the :11ni:ud1.1ent of 1he Prind:~al Act m:..id:! by plrag,rdph (I) lb) had been 
in force :it the time of the dc:nh or in~apacit)', weekly payments in respect 15 .; 
of th:i.t child ·are payable in :iccurdance with that Act as so :imendcd, but ' 
any payments made by "irtu1~ of 1his sub-section shall not relate 10 :i 

period occurrinf! before the commencement of this section. 

I 
i 
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CLAUSE 3 

SCHEDULE l 

Sub-clause 3(1){a) amends paragraph (4) of Schedule 1 

of the Principal Act. 

Currently, amounts paid by an employer to his employee, 

during the latter•s incapacity, are deducted from weekly 

compensation payments. The proposed amendment clarifies 

that such deductions will not be made where the 

employer•s payments are necessitated by industrial 

agreements or other laws requiring him to provide 

make-up pay. 

Sub-clause 3(l)(b) extends the upper disqualifying limit 

for .full-time students from twenty-one to twenty-five 

years of age, within the definition of 'child 1 in 

Schedule 1. This standardises the definition of a 

student child under Commonwealth compensation legislation 

with that applicable under the Social Services Act. 

Sub-clause 3(2) provides transitional arrangements where 

a student child becomes eligible for com~ensation by 

virtue of paragraph 3(l)(b) but the death or incapacity

which created the entitlement occurred before the 

commencement of. this section. 
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4. {l) The Princ1~:tl Act is amended as set out in the Schedule. 

(2) Where, immediately before the commencement of this section, 20 
a person was r.:ceh·ing. or was entitled to rcceiye, weekly payments in . 
accordance wirh the Principal. Act, he is, after that commcnccmenl. 
entitled to receive weekly payments in accordance with the Principal Acl 
as amended by this s1.:ction.· 

I. 

(3) Where, immediately before the commencement of this section. 25 
. weekly paymenb m accordance with the Principal Act would have been 

payable to a ~aman in respect of an injury or disease but for the fact that 
he was not then incapacilated for work or but for the operation of clause !' 
(2) {b) (ii) or par::ig.r.i!)h (4) or (4A) of Schedule i to that Act. and. after . 
that commencement. he becomes incapacitated for work. as a result 30 
of the injury or disease or th:H clause or that paragraph cc:ises to have 
effect in relation to him, weekly payments in respect of that injury or 
disease shall be in accordance with the Principal Act as amended by 
this section. 

(4) Where. after the commencement of this section, death results 35 
fi:om an injury or disease in respect of which compensation was payable 
before that commencement under the Principal Act, compensation sh:ill 
be· paii.l in respect of that death in accordance with the Principal Act as 
amended hy this section. 

(5) Where weekiy payment.~ that, by virtue of sub-section (2). have 40 
become: p:iyablc in respect of a chikl in accordance with dausc (I) (:l) {i) 
of Schedule t to the ?rinl·1pal Act as arne;-:ded by this. sccaion cea=-e to be 
so puyarilc. any additional :imount .. 1f <.:Om?cnsntion pa~ab!c in rc~p.:ct 

of that child shall ~ p.'"tyahlc in :iccordnm:e with that Ac! l.IS ~ll a1:1cnded. 

C6) \Vh.:-r,•. imn: .. di;11dy before 1h;: ,·n1nm.::nccmc111 ,,f this ,,'C1i.111 
a ~cam:m \\:l, r.:cci\illt!. was c11111l;;J to rccl•i\C or. hut fnr 11\c ttper;;\l.in 
,1fcJ:iu,.- !:!I lb! l1i! •Ir l'·•,agr:iph 14J or r-1.;) ,11.Scl1·~duk ! 1" ill..: i•rint·ip .. / 
,\.:!. \~••11!J ha\\.· h.:.:11 .:1Hitlcd t<l rc•:Ci\,._ weekly p;i~mcnt~ in .tl;:ur,;. 

5 ant'•' \'>iti1 ;:·a: :.;..::h.'.!11k iu rc':ipc.:1 ol a:·. injury (\I" injuries o\r ;! rli,.::i-...·. 
the pr,··\ isions ,if ,.-..::1io11 :iD of 1hc ["'ri11dp;r! Act ;1, amcndccl !->y th" 
s...--cuon apply in_ r.:1.nitm :''the injury. injurk-s cir Ji~eas-:. 

SCHEDULE 
AMENDMENTS RELATINQ TO AMOUNTS OF CO!-.il'ENSATION 

Sub-sccti<>o Sa lL I 

Subow:iion 51 <h •I 

Lo Scllc~ule 1-
ct.a .... (l) Cal tiJ . 

CL•uu{l)ta)lici• 

~uocCl)(bl\11 

O•UHUJ!MCio 

0..11u1lltcl(•1 

Ill S.ho<lul~ .•
H~<l•n~ 1u Pon I 
Headinr lo PHt ll 

Omi1 "Sl~,1100 ", subHilUtt •• 528,000 o• •111:h hill~r JmOunt 
. as is prescribN •·. . 
Omn ·• Jpccoficd in chc llst p....cdin1 <uiMc..'tion ". •11D<ci1111~ 

"specified 1n sub..,,<Ction ( i) or, if ar. 1mou111 is prcs.;r.~.I fM 
the pul"fh.>SC"< oflh3t sutKect1>>n, .,flhc 1moun• ,o prnc:nbod ·• 

Omit" SlS,000", 1uM1uu1c ·• S!ll.OOO·or ~uch holh<:r anw'"'" 
•• i1 pn:scno.:J ". 

11) Omit ·• Sl5.uOO ''. 1ubs1i1u1c " Sll.000 or suo;h hi11hcr :i.rnount 
u is p"'s.nbe<l". 

(b) Omi1 ·• 510 •·. <Ul'<ululo "-:II I. Hor 111..-h hilhcr trnount 3< o; 
pmcribcd ". 

Omit "USO", subrn•ulo ·• si10 or sud! hii1llcr l!T\Qllnt H ,. 
prumbed ··. 

OmiL ·• 1hc •um nf S~O Jll<l, 1n ~Ji.luion, '""<um of-·". wbsul~•~ 
•• 590. or ,...,.:, hi&hcr 1m.1un1 n i< prt..:tol>c1.l, Jnd. "' 
•ddicion-". 

Om11 ·• Sll !'. suMcimcc" S!J.60, or such hi1h~r 1moun1 :i.. " 

Prcscribc·d.:·. 
·· 1 o~.' .. $10 •• .... ~ •. lllulc "$11.~. or •llCll hi~hcr ""°""' .. " 

Pn:K<li>c:d,". 
. Omu tho CllU:I<:. JU!>IUltJIC the foll,,..,i11; <1311"'' 

'" (i) oL'- · 
!A lhe am1111n1 (•! ony) hy which inc ,..crkly am<"ltl! 

1hat he ;, e:uninc. or ;, ot>le t~ earn tn <nm" 
1ui1able •mplo,menr or bu;ir.c~~. alter th~ in111r, 
is l•H 1han hi• ... ..,~1y PO) 01 1hC date ,,; lf,, 
injury: nr 

(II S'>O <If •U'h hi~hcr amount as i• pre ... Tibed, 
"'hic:heo.-.:r" lhe \en; "'··. 

!al Oinit ·• 51.(IO(I" U\"1 0.:..umn~J . .,,1><1uu1e ·· s•,l~S 11r •u<h 
hi~cr 1m1111n1 •• ;, pmc"""~ ·•. 

(b) Om•l " S!,OOO ·· llo .1 e>:c11111nv1. >11b•111<1te ·• SI.I" 11r, 11 4n 
1muunt i< prC\~rol'Cd for chc ~"'?""~ "' 1hcs pa!'l'1"3Ph. 
botwoon thll ·~~Cl'Olcamr.inl and the amount IO!'fderibo:J ·•. 

Omit •• SPl:OC!FlCD ·•. •11~u.ute ·• RfFERRl:D TO·•. 
Omit~ SPJ::Cll-ICD ·•, •uosrnute •• RtFERRC.O TO". 

' 
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CLAUSE 4 

AMENDMENTS RELATING TO AMOUNTS OF .COMPENSATION 

. Clause 4 p~ovides for the Principal Act to be ·amended as 

set out in the Schedule, and for the amendments to operate 

in the case of certain pre-existing injury. 

The amendments provide for increased rates of benefit as 

follows: 

SUb-section SB(l): lwnp-sum compensation pay~l.e for 

injuries specified in Part l of schedule 3, when the 

injury results in incapacity other than total. and 

pe:rmanent ii;capacity for work, is incieased from $25,000 

to $28, coo. 

SUb-section SB(lAA): lump-sum compensation payable for 

injuries specified in Par.t II of Schedule 3 is increased 

to the aPpropriate percentages, as specified in Part II, 

of $28,000 instead of $25,000. 

Sub-section SD(l) :· the maxi.mum amount of compensation 

Payable in respect of injury or injuries caused by any 

one accident, where those injuries did not result in 

death or total and permanent incapacity for work is 

increased from $25,000 to $28,000. 

In Schedule l 

Clause l(a)(i): the basic lump sum payment· in respect of 

death is increased from $25,000 to $28,000; the weekly 

payment for each dependent child of a deceased seaman is 

increased from $10 to $11.25. 1 

J 
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Clause ( l) (a) (iii) : the maximum amount payable in 

respect of f?Jlera.1. expenses is increased from $650 

to $730. 

Sub-paragraph (1) (b): the basic weekly payment for 

total incapacity for -work is increased from $80 to 

$90. 

Clause (.l)(b) (i): the weekly payment for a 

dependent spouse of a totally incapacitated seaman is 

increased from $21 to $23.60. 

Clause (1) (b) (ii): the weekly payment for each 

dependent child of a totally incapacitated seaman is 

increased from sro to $11.25. 

The Schedu.le incl.Odes the term 11 or sµch other 

higher amount as is prescribed." after each of the amounts 

specified above. This will allow future increases to be 

implemented by statutory rules. 

Transitional arrangements are as follows:-

Sub-clause 4(2) establishes that, where a person was 

entitled to compensation before 1 September 1979, he 

will be entitled to compensation at the increased 

rates after this date. 
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Sub-clause 4(3) provides that, where weekly payments, 

though not payable prior to l September ·1979, become 

payable after this date, the payments are to be made. 

at the increased rates. 

Sub-clause 4(4) piovides 'hhat where a seaman, 

suffering an injury_ or disease before l September 1979, 

dies on or after this date, compensation payable to his 

dependants shall be at the increased rate. 

Sub-clause 4(5) provides that, where weekly payments 

in respect of the deceased's child cease to be payable 

on or after l September 1979, the increased minimum 

total rate of payment applies. 

Sub-clause 4(6) provides that the increased maximum 

Compensation for injury or injuries, caused by any one 

accident, not resulting in death or total and permanent 

incapacity, shall apply ~n and from l September 1979. 
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