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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 05 DEC 201

To the Registrar of Members’ Interests, Citizenship Register

Statement in relation to citizenship — 45th Parliament

| declare that at the time | nominated for election in this 45th Parliament | was an
Australian citizen.

Section 1—Member’s details

Surname Other Names
O'CONNOR BRENDAN
Electorate State
GORTON VICTORIA

Section 2—Member’s birth and citizenship details

Place of birth

Citizenship held at birth

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

IRISH AND BRITISH

Date of birth

Date of Australian naturalisation
(if not an Australian citizen by birth)

02 / 03 /
Day Month

1962

Year

o7z [ o7 [ 1995
Day * Month Year

Notes

(1) The information which you are required to provide is contained in a resolution agreed to by the House of Representatives on 4 December 2017.

(2) Ifthere isinsufficient space on this form for the information you are required to provide, you may attach additional pages for that purpose. An
electronic version of this form is available at http://members.parl.net/citizenship (internal link).

(3) Forward the original, signed copy of all pages of this statement to the Registrar of Members' Interests, RG.39 Parliament House, Canberra ACT

2600.
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Member's statement in relation to citizenship — 45th Parliament

Section 3(a)—Member’s parents’ birthdetails

Mother Father
Place of birth: | THURLES, IRELAND TRALEE, IRELAND
Date of birth: 19 / 08 / 1939 20 / o1 / 1937

Day Month Year

Day Month Year

Section 3(b)—Member’s grandparents’ birthdetails

Maternal grandmother

Maternal grandfather

Place of birth: | THURLES, IRELAND THURLES, IRELAND
Date of birth: o2 [ o2 | +912 29 [ o6 1901
Day Month Year Day Month Year
Paternal grandmother Paternal grandfather
Place of birth: | TRALEE, IRELAND TRALEE, IRELAND
Date of birth: f [ 191 / | 1901
Day Month Year Day Month Year

Section 3(c)—Member’s spouse details (if applicable)

Spouse
Place of birth: | MAITLAND, AUSTRALIA
Date of birth: % [/ m ] 297

Day Month Year
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Member’s statement in relation to citizenship — 45th Parliament

Section 3(d)

Please list the steps you have taken to assure yourself you have not acquired citizenship of
another country by descent, marriage or other means.

I was born in London to Irish parents in 1962. My parents, and all four of my grandparents, were Irish citizens only. | came
to Australia with my parents in 1968, aged 6. | travelled on my father’s Irish passport.

In December 1981, when | was 19 years old, | successfully applied for an Irish passport as | intended to travel overseas on
my own for the first time. At that time, | was advised | that I might have an entitlement to British citizenship because of the
place of my birth. While | had a strong affinity with my Irish heritage, | did not consider myself in any way aligned by culture
or family to Britain. | did not want to hold British citizenship. Further, | (it transpires erroneously) believed that an individual
could only hold citizenship of two countries, and | wanted those two countries to be Ireland and Australia. So, | wrote to the
relevant UK authority to renounce any potential claim | may have had to British citizenship.

I received an acknowledgement letter from the UK authorities and believed that to be the end of the matter. | have not
retained or been able to retrieve a copy of that correspondence.

On 7 July 1995 | was naturalised as an Australian citizen.

When | first stood as a candidate for the Australian parliament in 2001, | was aware | needed to renounce my Irish
citizenship to ensure that | was an Australian citizen only. | submitted a declaration of alienage to relinquish my Irish
citizenship and subsequently received a letter from the Irish government that my Irish citizenship ceased with effect on 15
October 2001.

As a result of my correspondence with UK authorities 20 years earlier, | believed that | did not hold British citizenship.
Nonetheless, out of an abundance of caution, | contacted the British Home Office by phone. | was informed | could not be
found on the citizenship registry. | therefore considered my application of renunciation sent 20 years earlier must have had
its intended effect.

Based on the information | received from the British Home Office, | considered | had discharged all | had to do to satisfy the
constitutional requirements to stand for parliament. At no time prior to 2010 did | receive any advice that | should obtain
any formal evidence that I had no claim to British citizenship.

Prior to the 2010 election the ALP candidate vetting team advised me that, out of an abundance of caution, it was
preferable to have formal evidence that | had no claim to British citizenship. Given | could not find any documents of my
1981 renunciation, | decided to submit a declaration of renunciation form to the British Home Office to obtain formal
documentary evidence that | was not, and was not eligible to be, a British citizen. l indicated in the declaration of
renunciation that, "1 make this Declaration to remove any doubt that may or may not exist about my citizenship status as |
have held and hold the belief that | am an Australian citizen only”.

| received an acknowledgement from the British Home Office confirming that | was not a British citizen by way of a
Renunciation Notice dated 10 August 2010.
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Member's statement in relation to citizenship — 45th Parliament

Section 4(a)—Foreign citizenship

Have you ever been a citizen of any country other than Australia?

I:l NO — Proceed to Section 6

YES — List the countries that you have been a citizen of, and evidence of the date and

manner in which your citizenship of any other country was renounced or
otherwise came to an end in accordance with the laws of the relevant country.

Country Manner of renunciation or other manner in which the Date Evidence
foreign citizenship came to an end attached
IRELAND | submitted a declaration of alienage to relinquish my Irish 15/10/2001 YES

citizenship in 2001. | received a letter from the Irish

date of
Government that my Irish citizenship ceased to have effect. (
effect)
UNITED Letter of renunciation. 1981 see 3(d)
KINGDOM Re-affirmation of renunciation. 2010 YES

NB: Evidence of the date and manner in which your citizenship was renounced or otherwise came to an end should be
attached to this form. Please date and initial each page of any attachment.

Section 4(b)—Foreign citizenship at time of nomination

On the date you nominated for election in this 45th Parliament were you a citizen of any
country other than Australia?

X w~o

[]  YES — Provide details and evidence of any steps you have taken to renounce the
citizenship of the other country prior to the date of nomination.

Country Action Date Evidence
attached
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Member’s statement in relation to citizenship — 45th Parliament

Country Action Date

Evidence
attached

attached to this form. Please date and initial each page of any attachment.

NB: Evidence of the steps taken to renounce the citizenship of the other country prior to the date of nomination should be

Section 4(c) —Foreign citizenship now

Are you now a citizen of any country other than Australia?

X w~o

] YES — Provide details and evidence of any steps taken to renounce the citizenship of

the other country.

Country Action Date

Evidence
attached

and initial each page of any attachment.

NB: Evidence of the steps taken to renounce the citizenship of the other country should be attached to this form. Please date

Section 5—Member with foreign citizenship at nomination or now

Complete this section if you answered YES in section 4(b) or 4(c)

Basis on which you contend you are not disqualified under s 44(i) of the Constitution

Evidence
attached

NB: Please date and initial each page of any attachment.
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Member's statement in relation to citizenship — 45th Parliament

Section 6—General declaration

| declare that | have completed this statement to the best of my knowledge and have attached
all evidence relevant to my declarations.

Sianed Date:

5//?_ /QOf%

Day Month Year
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British
High Commission
Canberra

Consular Section
Locked Bag 5011
39 Brindabella Circuit
Brindabella Business Park
Canberra Airport ACT 2609
www.ukinaustralia.fco.gov.uk

8 September 2010
Brendan Patrick John O’ Connor

Dear Mr O’Connor

Please find enclosed the stamped copy of your declaration of renunciation, which constitutes
formal evidence that you ceased to be a British citizen on 10 August 2010.

Yours sincerely

Stephen Northcott
Vice Consul
Canberra



3 Form RN
Apnl 2008
Home Office Applicant’s Copy
UK Border l u(_67 >
Agency 5 ) \
DLCLARATION OF RENUN(‘ IA FION OF BRITISH CITIZENSHIP, BRITISH OVERSEAS
CiTIZENsHIP BRITISH OVERQEA.S TERRITORIE% CITIZENSHIP, BRITISH NATIONAL

; f (OVLRSE@S) ‘OR BRIT]SH SUBJECT STATUS

This declarahon if signed and stamped below, is formal evidence of renunciation.

1 tename) (B Re [n[O[alw] [PIRIFIR]: [ K[ VT [RIN]
OhIColninvp [ TT T TTTTTITT]

I

I

of (full address) I
TR,

|

|

RBUISTRALNWAL T TTTTTTTTT]
Postcode L?) lOIg [ )

d beed ed b d e

M M Y ¥
was born on (date of birth) FO |Ll0 Ig . ! | ’ l 2 I
at (place and country of birth) 1 IO[N]DI Oll\]] l IEI !\’lé] LI‘A ![\”D| | I I | I—I

2. lamg (p{easg Fick} .
4 32::22 gsgf:eas citizen _ n,b, l M.Q,IAL ‘”41,3 DQL{A{ afh{\'\ "—0
E1 Briteh tatons € carsongs MMV cuf\l,( O{,ﬁ\/\f@l’ ‘\a‘{’ !Vl.m/[ of May,
[ British sulject . ( + .}‘ b 1\,.
lv[%yo renounce: {please tick) V\Q«' *U‘('{S‘l‘ Mb{ U -S 9 rO
h citi
3 B:::::h g:ﬁ;zes:slpcitigenlship” S‘I'QA'V\S as l L\GU\{ MM W\M fl\n
5 oo et Srmiotes chrePlng. bl fhod | am Bee e Auc fahdn
(] British subject status C‘A+\}ZV\ W\l\q ‘/B @f\/\/\/\' ,

3. | hold the following citizenship or nationality oiher than the citizenship or status | wish to renounce:

AvST ({AUJ_{\@_ _ CTIENS HIP

4. |am about to acquire the following citizenighip o nationality a’ter making this declaration:

5. 1, (full name in BLOCK LETTERS) EREewvAw PATRUM dovi~ 1 LoV OTC

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief the details given on this form are true.

oo | R | - 1 o7](c

Official confirmation of renunciation:

HOME OFFICE

Signature P\ ) L)“"ﬁ*\

10 AUG 2010

Home office REG[S;I-ERED




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

Australian Citizenship Act 1948

Certificate of Australion Citizenship

born on 2nd March 1962

having applied for a Certificate of Australian Citizenship, having satisfied the conditions
prescribed by the Australian Citizenship Act 1948 for the grant of such a Certificate
and having undertaken to fulfil the responsibilities of a citizen,

1, the Minister for immigration and Ethnic Affairs,
grant this Certificate of Australian Citizenship to the abovenamed applicant who is

an Australian citizen on and after 7th July 1995.
( 5 e

Issued by the ﬂufh(”’if}‘ MINISTER
of the Minister FOR IMMIGRATION
AND ETHNIC AFFAIRS

for rmmigration and
Ethnic Affairs

No. ME9200839L
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, AN ROINN DL| agus CIRT,
EQUALITY and LAW REFORM COMHIONANNAIS agus
72-76 St. Stephen’s Green ATHCHOIRITHE DL
Dublin 2 72-76 Faiche Stiabhna
Lo-Call: 1890 221 227 Baile Atha Cliath 2

Teileafén/Telephone: (01) 602 8202
Riomhphoist/e-mail:
info@justice.ie

Facsuimhir/Fax: (01) 802 8414

Mr Brendan Patrick O'Connor,
Our Ref: 145/14/98

Vic 3429,
Australia.

Dear Mr. O'Connor,

| am directed by the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform to acknowledge
that you, Brendan Patrick O'Connor of ‘N . Australia born on
2nd March, 1962 in London, England have made a declaration of alienage in the
prescribed manner to relinquish your Irish citizenship.

Under the provisions of Section 21 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1958,
as substituted by Section 7 of the 1986 Act, you will cease to be an Irish citizen upon
the acquisition of another citizenship, or if you already hold another citizenship, your
Irish citizenship ceases with effect from the date of issue of this letter.

Yours sincerely,

15th Qctober, 2001





