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Senate Daily Summary 
No. 14/2021 

Wednesday, 17 March 2021 
The Senate met from 9.30am to 7.49pm  

Bills 

Introduced 
• Online Safety Bill 2021 

Online Safety (Transitional Provisions and Consequential Amendments) Bill 2021 
• Social Services Legislation Amendment (Strengthening Income Support) Bill 2021 
• National Health Amendment (Pharmaceutical Benefits Transparency and Cost Recovery) Bill 2021 
• Royal Commissions Amendment (Protection of Information) Bill 2021 

Considered 
•  Fair Work Amendment (Supporting Australia’s Jobs and Economic Recovery) Bill 2021 

  Watch the debate [part one] [part two]   Read the transcript [part one] [part two] 

Debate on this bill will continue on 18 March 2021 

Committees 

New inquiries 
• Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Amendment (Benefit to Australia) Bill 2020 

referred to the Economics Legislation Committee for inquiry and report by 6 May 2021. 
• Advancing Australia’s strategic interests in the region referred to the Foreign Affairs, Defence and 

Trade References Committee for inquiry and report by 5 August 2021. 

Reports tabled 
• Scrutiny digest 5 of 2021 Scrutiny of Bills Committee 
• Delegated legislation monitor 5 of 2021 Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation Committee 
• Effective approaches to prevention, diagnosis and support for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

Community Affairs References Committee 
  Watch the debate   Read the transcript  

• Pivot: Diversifying Australia’s trade and investment profile Trade and Investment Growth Joint 
Committee 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r6680
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r6681
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r6684
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=s1295
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=s1293
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r6653
http://parlview.aph.gov.au/mediaPlayer.php?videoID=536226&operation_mode=parlview&action=backFromDownload&position=732
http://parlview.aph.gov.au/mediaPlayer.php?videoID=536301&operation_mode=parlview&action=backFromDownload&position=41
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansards/1370adda-d9e6-4069-b13d-d44160432025/&sid=0013
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansards/1370adda-d9e6-4069-b13d-d44160432025/&sid=0193
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=s1283
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0015%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Scrutiny_of_Bills/Scrutiny_Digest
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/Committees/Senate/committee/regord_ctte/mon2021/Monitor_5_of_2021.pdf?la=en&hash=2588FE9F2631577B0A8421E16E9EA69408758C3D
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/FetalAlcoholSpectrumDi/Report
http://parlview.aph.gov.au/mediaPlayer.php?videoID=536267&operation_mode=parlview&action=backFromDownload&position=17067
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansards/1370adda-d9e6-4069-b13d-d44160432025/&sid=0157
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Joint_Standing_Committee_on_Trade_and_Investment_Growth/DiversifyingTrade/Report
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Documents orders to be produced 

Explanations by ministers 
• Pursuant to the order agreed to on 15 March 2021, a document was tabled and ministers 

attended the Senate to provide explanations regarding orders for documents to be provided to the 
COVID-19 Select Committee. The Senate debated the explanations 
  Watch the debate   Read the transcript 

Membership 
• Variations were agreed to  
• Members were appointed to a joint committee 

See also committee membership page  

Documents 

Tabled documents 
• Government documents and documents presented by the President 
• Clerk's documents [legislative instruments and other documents required by statute to be tabled] 

To view individual instruments visit www.legislation.gov.au and search using the Federal Register of 
Legislation (FRL) number 

Other 
• Senator Rice tabled a petitioning document relating to Ms Mahira Yakub 
• Senator Hanson-Young tabled a petitioning document relating to sexual assault allegations 
• Senator Hume tabled the annual report on the operation of the Foreign Influence Transparency 

Scheme for 2019-20 

Order for the production of documents 

Tabled 
• Response to an order for the production of the government response to the report of the Aboriginal 

Flag Select Committee agreed to on 15 March 2021 

Other business 

Motions 

Agreed to 
• Independent inquiry into sexual assault allegations - subparagraph (1)(a) moved by Senators Rice 

and Waters 
• Emissions reduction moved by Senator Rennick and others 
• Affordable, reliable power supply moved by Senator McMahon and others 
• Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder moved by Senator Griff 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2F74b0957c-4484-4a7a-84e1-62190d2922af%2F0034%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2Fcdfb01be-47ad-4faf-adda-da6769ac30be%22
http://parlview.aph.gov.au/mediaPlayer.php?videoID=536267&operation_mode=parlview&action=backFromDownload&position=5805
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansards/1370adda-d9e6-4069-b13d-d44160432025/&sid=0059
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0036%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0039%22
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Committee_Members
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0043%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0043%22
http://www.legislation.gov.au/
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F11b60106-02b4-4a5f-bd0b-3d86e4b2ca46%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F11b60106-02b4-4a5f-bd0b-3d86e4b2ca46%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22publications%2Ftabledpapers%2F36b8e65c-ca44-4f56-acae-ae3e45ff2a90%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2F74b0957c-4484-4a7a-84e1-62190d2922af%2F0020%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0021%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0022%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0023%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0018%22
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Negatived 
• Robbins Passage – Boullanger Bay wetlands moved by Senator Whish-Wilson 
• Independent inquiry into sexual assault allegations - subparagraph (1)(b) and paragraph (2) 

moved by Senators Rice and Waters 

Disallowance motions 

Notice of intention to withdraw 
Chair of the Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation Committee (Senator Fierravanti-Wells) to withdraw the 
following notices on the next day of sitting: 
• ASIC Credit (Electronic Precontractual Disclosure) Instrument 2020/835 [F2020L01261] 
• ASIC Credit (Notice Requirements for Unlicensed Carried Over Instrument Lenders) Instrument 

2020/834 [F2020L01259] 

Notice of motion to disallow 
Notice given by the Chair of the Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation Committee (Senator Fierravanti-
Wells): 
• Norfolk Island Employment Rules 2020 [F2020L01536] 

Statement 
• The President made a statement in response to questions regarding searches of sign-in registers 

  Watch the statement   Read the transcript 

Condolence 
• The Honourable Christopher John Hurford AO, former minister and member of the House of 

Representatives 
  Watch the condolence   Read the transcript 

Statistics 
Bills received from the House of Representatives 3 
Bills introduced in the Senate – government  2 
Bills introduced in the Senate – private senators’ 0 
Bills passed in the Senate 0 
Bills negatived or discharged 0 
Bills referred to committees 1 
New inquiries 2 
Reports tabled 4 
Orders for production of documents agreed to 0 
Notices of motion given 17 
Divisions  2 

 

More information 

Visit the Senate Daily Summary homepage for further information on the work of the Senate 

For inquires, comments and suggestions, please email spio@aph.gov.au 
 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0020%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fecefcb09-a3d4-4a7d-b352-22323b473305%2F0021%22
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2020L01261
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2020L01259
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2020L01536
http://parlview.aph.gov.au/mediaPlayer.php?videoID=536226&operation_mode=parlview&action=backFromDownload&position=376
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansards/1370adda-d9e6-4069-b13d-d44160432025/&sid=0007
http://parlview.aph.gov.au/mediaPlayer.php?videoID=536267&operation_mode=parlview&action=backFromDownload&position=9972
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard/Hansard_Display?bid=chamber/hansards/1370adda-d9e6-4069-b13d-d44160432025/&sid=0082
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Chamber_documents/Senate_chamber_documents/sds
mailto:spio@aph.gov.au
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