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Notices of motion
Notice given 2 July 2019
11

Senators Hanson-Young and Di Natale: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes the ongoing protests in Hong Kong;

(b)

recognises the legitimate concerns of many of the residents of Hong Kong that
democracy is under threat; and

(c)

calls on the Australian Government to make representations to the Chinese
Government to uphold democratic rights in Hong Kong.
[Formality denied on 4 July 2019]
Notice given 23 July 2019

50

Leader of the Australian Greens (Senator Di Natale): To move—That the
Senate—
(a)

notes with serious concern the credible reports from China of arbitrary
detention, as well as widespread surveillance and restrictions, particularly
targeting Uighurs and other minorities in Xinjiang;

(b)

further notes the heartbreaking stories screened on Four Corners on 15 July
2019 of Australian citizens and permanent residents and their families, who
have been subjected to arbitrary detention, mass surveillance and restrictions
to their freedom of movement in Xinjiang;

(c)

welcomes:
(i)

the Australian Government’s decision to co-sign a letter to the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, co-signed by 21 other
countries, which urged China to end its mass arbitrary detentions and
related violations, and called on China to allow United Nations and
independent international observers to access the region, and

(ii)

the fact that the Australian Government has formally requested that the
Chinese authorities allow the family of Australian man Sadam
Abudusalamu to travel to Australia;
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(d)

(e)

reiterates:
(i)

the Australian Government’s call for the family of Sadam Abudusalamu
to be permitted to travel to Australia, and

(ii)

the call for China to end its human rights violations in Xinjiang,
including the incarceration of Uighurs and other Muslim minorities;
and

calls for the Australian Government to advocate for the release of Australians
who are arbitrarily detained in Xinjiang.
[Formality denied on 25 July 2019]
Notice given 29 July 2019

62

Leader of the Australian Greens (Senator Di Natale): To move—That the
Senate—
(a)

notes that the United Nations (UN) resolved, in June 2019, to mark its 75th
anniversary with a one-day high-level meeting of the UN General Assembly in
September 2020 on the theme ‘The Future We Want, the UN We Need:
Reaffirming our Collective Commitment to Multilateralism’;

(b)

supports consideration of comprehensive reform measures for a renewal and
strengthening of the UN; and

(c)

consistent with a resolution passed by the European Parliament in July 2018,
advocates for the establishment of a United Nations Parliamentary Assembly
(UNPA) within the UN system in order to increase the democratic character,
the democratic accountability and the transparency of global governance and
to allow for better citizen participation in the activities of the UN and, in
particular, to contribute to the successful implementation of the UN Agenda
2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals.
[Formality denied on 30 July 2019]
Notice given 9 September 2019

98

Senators Di Natale and Faruqi: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes with deep concern that:
(i)

in August, the Indian Government decided to revoke Kashmir’s special
status and its relative autonomy under India’s Constitution, further
eroding Kashmiri’s right to self-determination,

(ii)

the Indian Government shut down phone and internet connections,
arbitrarily detained political leaders, evacuated tourists, restricted
freedom of movement and oversaw an influx of tens of thousands of
additional troops to Kashmir, and

(iii)

these actions risk a dangerous escalation of violence in the world’s most
militarised region;

(b)

expresses solidarity for the many Australian Kashmiris who have been deeply
worried about their loved ones in Kashmir;

(c)

further notes that, in response to the three wars between India and Pakistan
over Kashmir, the United Nations has unequivocally called for Kashmiri’s right
to self-determination; and
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(d)

urges the Australian Government to call on the Indian Government to respect
the human rights of the people in Kashmir, withdraw military forces, end the
mass lockdown and the Kashmiri’s right to self-determination.
[Formality denied on 10 September 2019]
Notice given 10 September 2019

111

Senator Steele-John: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

notes:
(i)

the Morrison Government’s decision on 21 August 2019 to join the USled International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC) in the Strait of
Hormuz,

(ii)

that the presence of the IMSC in the Strait will only serve to increase
tensions with Iran and raises the risk of provocation, either intentional
or unintentional,

(iii)

that the current crisis in the Strait of Hormuz has its origins in
President Trump’s withdrawal from the multilateral Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and the continued use of the
Administration’s maximum pressure approach,

(iv)

that the solution to deescalating tensions and resolving the threat to
navigation in the Strait of Hormuz is through encouraging the US to
return to the negotiating table and recommencing its participation in
the JCPOA,

(v)

that Australia’s national security is not best served or protected by
following the US into an inflammatory and counterproductive military
operation, and

(vi)

that the Federal Government’s willingness to follow the US in this
action is yet another piece of evidence that Australia needs to reassess
our security relationship with the US and chart an independent and
non-aligned approach to foreign policy that is in our national interests,
and in the interests of global peace and security; and

calls on the Federal Government to:
(i)

retract the Australian Defence Force’s involvement in the IMSC,

(ii)

encourage the US to engage in legitimate efforts towards peaceful
resolution of the tensions in the Strait of Hormuz and recommence
their involvement in the JCPOA, and

(iii)

support the global efforts towards denuclearisation by signing the
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.
[Formality denied on 11 September 2019]
Notice given 14 October 2019

180

Leader of the Australian Greens (Senator Di Natale): To move—That the
Senate—
(a)

notes with deep concern:
(i)

United States President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw some US
forces from Northeast Syria and his tacit endorsement of a Turkish
invasion, which follows the Kurdish people putting their lives on the
line to help defeat ISIS and help the Yazidi people escape genocide,
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(ii)

Turkey’s subsequent decision to unilaterally and illegally invade Syria,
which seriously risks unleashing a humanitarian catastrophe, has
already resulted in the deaths of civilians, and threatens to spark the reemergence of ISIS,

(iii)

the warnings from Syrian Kurds that Turkey plans to engage in ethnic
cleansing and demographic engineering along the Syrian-Turkish
border, and

(iv)

that Human Rights Watch has stated that Turkey and its allies have
previously unlawfully killed, arbitrarily arrested and wrongfully
displaced civilians;

(b)

further notes with concern Turkish President Erdogan’s persecution of
Turkey’s Kurdish minority, including the Government’s repressive measures
against elected parliamentarians, mayors and municipalities from pro-Kurdish
parties;

(c)

expresses solidarity for the many Kurdish Australians who are deeply worried
about their loved ones in the Middle East; and

(d)

calls on the Australian Government to demand an immediate cessation of
hostilities and the withdrawal of Turkish forces involved in so-called
‘Operation Peace Spring’.
[Formality denied on 15 October 2019]
Notice given 12 November 2019

238

Senator Faruqi: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes, with deep concern, recent comments from the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr Rupert Colville that:
(i)

an undeclared curfew is still in place in large parts of the Kashmir
Valley, and that this curfew prevents the free movement of people,
hampers their ability to exercise their right to peaceful assembly and
restricts their rights to health, education and freedom of religion and
belief,

(ii)

there have been allegations of excessive use of force against protestors,
and unconfirmed reports of civilian deaths and injuries,

(iii)

all internet services remain blocked in the Kashmir Valley, and

(iv)

hundreds of political and civil society leaders have been detained;

(b)

notes that Kashmiris have a right to self-determination and to live their lives
free of violence, militarisation, curfews and limits to freedom of speech; and

(c)

urges the Australian Government to use all diplomatic means available to call
on the Indian Government to reverse its decision to remove the autonomy of
Kashmir, to release political prisoners, to lift the curfew and allow freedom of
movement, communication, speech and assembly to the people of Kashmir,
and to respect Kashmiris’ right to self-determination.
[Formality denied on 13 November 2019]
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Notice given 28 November 2019
312

Leader of the Australian Greens (Senator Di Natale): To move—That the
Senate—
(a)

(b)

notes that:
(i)

1 December is West Papuan National Flag Day, commemorating the day
in 1961 when the New Guinea Council – West Papua’s Parliament under
Dutch colonial rule – raised the Morning Star flag for the first time,
signalling the Netherlands’ recognition of West Papua’s statehood, and

(ii)

since the Indonesian Government formally annexed West Papua in
1969, West Papuans have been waiting for the opportunity to determine
their own future, having been denied the right to self-determination;

further notes with deep concern that:
(i)

since August this year, the Indonesian authorities have engaged in an
unprecedented crackdown in West Papua following protests against
racism and in favour of self-determination,

(ii)

more than 50 people have died as a result of these protests and 22
people have been charged with treason and are viewed as political
prisoners, according to Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch, and

(iii)

thousands of additional Indonesian troops have been deployed to West
Papua;

(c)

welcomes the fact that the 50th Pacific Islands Forum Communique
acknowledged continued allegations of human rights abuses in West Papua,
called on all parties to protect and uphold human rights, and strongly
encouraged Indonesia and the United Nations (UN) to finalise timing of a visit
by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to West Papua; and

(d)

calls on the Australian Government to:
(i)

urge the Indonesian Government to allow unfettered access to West
Papua for UN officials and foreign journalists, and to drop charges
against political prisoners,

(ii)

request access to visit West Papuan political prisoners, and

(iii)

support West Papuans’ claims for self-determination.
[Formality denied on 2 December 2019]
Notice given 4 December 2019

361

Senator Kitching: To move—That the following bill be introduced: A Bill for an Act
to enable Australia to impose sanctions to promote compliance with international
human rights law and respect for human rights or to deter significant corruption, and
for related purposes. International Human Rights and Corruption
(Magnitsky Sanctions) Bill 2020.

5

Notice given 6 February 2020
412

Senator Di Natale: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that the Indonesian President Widodo is visiting Australia during the
week of 10 February;

(b)

further notes with deep concern that:
(i)

since August last year Indonesian authorities have engaged in an
unprecedented crackdown in West Papua following protests against
racism and in favour of self-determination,

(ii)

more than 50 people died as a result of these protests, and 84 people
are being investigated for, or have been charged with, treason, and

(iii)

at least 22 of those in prison for treason are viewed as political prisoners
according to Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch;

(c)

welcomes the fact that the 50th Pacific Islands Forum Communique
acknowledged continued allegations of human rights abuses in West Papua,
called on all parties to protect and uphold human rights, and strongly
encouraged Indonesia and the UN to finalise timing of a visit by the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights to West Papua;

(d)

calls on the Australian Government to raise its strong concerns about human
rights abuses in West Papua directly with President Widodo, and:
(i)

call on the Indonesian Government to allow unfettered access to West
Papua for UN officials and foreign journalists,

(ii)

urge the Indonesian Government to drop charges against political
prisoners; and

(iii)

request access to visit West Papuan political prisoners.

Notice of motion altered on 6 February 2020 pursuant to standing order 77.
[Formality denied on 10 February 2020]
Notice given 10 February 2020
421

Senator Di Natale: To move—The Senate—
(a)

notes with deep concern United States President Donald Trump’s so-called
“peace” proposal for Israel and Palestine, which:
(i)

further entrenches injustice and conflict in the Middle East,

(ii)

rewards breaches of international law like the Israeli Government’s
flagrant settlement building,

(iii)

enables and encourages illegal annexation in the West Bank, and

(iv)

forces Palestinians to live on scraps of territory without a genuine state
of their own;

(b)

further notes that Palestinians were not involved in the process of developing
the proposal; and

(c)

calls on the Federal Government to publicly reject this biased, unfair and
dangerous proposal.
[Formality denied on 11 February 2020]
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425

Senator Faruqi: To move—The Senate—
(a)

notes with deep concern:
(i)

the ongoing lockdown in Kashmir since the revocation of Kashmir’s
special status by the Indian Government in August 2019,

(ii)

the ongoing internet and communications blockade, with all
communications in and out of the valley still tightly controlled and
journalists being intimidated,

(iii)

the ongoing denial of freedom of movement and freedom to protest to
the people of Kashmir, who face ongoing curfews in large parts of the
valley, and

(iv)

the militarisation of Kashmir;

(b)

expresses solidarity with the many Australian Kashmiris who remain deeply
concerned about their loved ones in Kashmir;

(c)

further notes that Kashmiris have an unequivocal right to self-determination,
as recognised by the United Nations; and

(d)

calls on the Australian Government to urge the Indian Government to respect
the human rights of the people in Kashmir and their right to selfdetermination, withdraw military forces, and end the mass lockdown.
[Formality denied on 11 February 2020]
Notice given 12 February 2020

459

Senators Di Natale and Faruqi: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes the passage of the Citizenship Amendment Act in India on 10 December
2019, which legalised the granting of Indian citizenship based on religion but
specifically excluded muslims;

(b)

expresses deep concern that the Indian Government has created the legal
grounds to strip millions of muslims of the fundamental right of equal access to
citizenship;

(c)

is further concerned that the Citizenship Amendment Act could be used, along
with India’s National Register of Citizens, to render many muslim citizens of
India stateless;

(d)

further notes that there have been widespread protests in India against the
Citizenship Amendment Act, and that the Indian Government’s response has
been to impose curfews, shutdown internet services, use violence and force and
detain and allegedly torture human rights activists;

(e)

expresses solidarity with the community, students, academics, authors, artists,
lawyers and many others who have been at the forefront of the movement
against the Citizenship Amendment Act in India and across the world; and

(f)

urges the Australian Government to call on the Indian Government to:
(i)

revoke the Citizenship Amendment Act,

(ii)

stop the criminalisation of protests, and

(iii)

treat all of its citizens equally.
[Formality denied on 13 February 2020]
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Notice given 13 February 2020
464

Senator Whish-Wilson: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes with deep concern that:
(i)

Mr Julian Assange, Australian citizen, and founder and publisher of
Wikileaks, is currently detained in Belmarsh high security prison in the
United Kingdom (UK),

(ii)

Mr Assange faces extradition to the United States (US) under the
Espionage Act and 175 years in prison for his part in the publication of
evidence of war crimes, and

(iii)

Mr Assange’s physical and mental health in prison is significantly
deteriorating;

(b)

calls on the Australian Government to publicly make it clear to the US and UK
Governments that it opposes Mr Assange’s extradition; and

(c)

sends this resolution to the House of Representatives for concurrence.
[Formality denied on 24 February 2020]
Notice given 12 May 2020

561

Senators Gallagher, Patrick and Waters: To move—
(1)

That supplementary additional estimates hearings by legislation committees
for 2020 be scheduled as follows:
(a)

Monday, 15 June and Tuesday, 16 June (Group A)

(b)

Wednesday, 17 June and Thursday, 18 June (Group B),
unless a meeting of the Senate is scheduled for that week.

(2)

That cross portfolio estimates hearings on Indigenous matters and on MurrayDarling Basin Plan matters be scheduled for Friday, 19 June but not restricted
to that day.

(3)

That the committees consider the proposed expenditure in accordance with the
allocation of departments and agencies to committees agreed to by the Senate.

(4)

That committees meet in the following groups:
(a)

(b)

(5)

Group A:
(i)

Environment and Communications

(ii)

Finance and Public Administration

(iii)

Legal and Constitutional Affairs

(iv)

Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport

Group B:
(i)

Community Affairs

(ii)

Economics

(iii)

Education and Employment

(iv)

Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade.

That the hearings be conducted in accordance with the rules that apply to
supplementary meetings under standing order 26.
[Formality not pursued on 14 May 2020]
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Notice given 13 May 2020
586

Leader of the Australian Greens in the Senate (Senator Waters): To move—
That the Senate—
(a)

acknowledges that last month people around the world celebrated Yom
Ha’atzmaut, the creation of the State of Israel, however this week Palestinians
and their friends commemorate the Nakba, where, in 1948, hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians were displaced and lost their homes, and many were
killed;

(b)

notes with deep concern that Palestinian dispossession continues to this day;

(c)

further notes with deep concern that:
(i)

US President Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu are actively
undermining the prospects of a two-state solution that could deliver
peace and security to the Israeli and Palestinian peoples,

(ii)

Prime Minister Netanyahu is intending to unilaterally implement parts
of President Trump's so-called Peace Plan, even though it has been
rejected by Palestine and has almost no support within the international
community, and

(iii)

Netanyahu's plans include the annexation of large swathes of the West
Bank and constitute a serious violation of international law;

(d)

expresses disappointment that the Australian Government has not vocally
opposed the new Israeli Government's plans; and

(e)

calls on the Federal Government to:
(i)

make it clear that there will be serious diplomatic consequences for
Israel if Netanyahu's new Coalition Government goes ahead with its
threat to annex Palestinian territory, just as there have been for other
illegal annexations of territory, and

(ii)

recognise the State of Palestine.
[Formality denied on 14 May 2020]
Notice given 14 May 2020

593

Senator Faruqi: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

notes that:
(i)

low income countries will be hit hardest by the COVID-19 pandemic,
with the health, social and economic impacts expected to push millions
of people into poverty,

(ii)

public health systems are desperately under-funded and ill-equipped in
many low income countries, and

(iii)

debt forgiveness from international financial institutions, including the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank, for low income
countries will assist in the recovery from COVID-19; and

calls on the Australian Government to use its leverage to lobby international
financial institutions to cancel debt for low-income countries in response to the
global COVID-19 crisis.
[Formality denied on 10 June 2020]
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Notice given 10 June 2020
604 Senators Faruqi, Siewert and Di Natale: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

hundreds of thousands of people are marching in the United States,
Australia and other countries across the world to demand justice for Mr
George Floyd and other Black people who have been killed through
police violence,

(ii)

State violence in Australia against First Nations peoples did not end
with the Stolen Generations; it continues to this day,

(iii)

at least 437 First Nations people have died in custody since the 1991
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, without a single
conviction recorded,

(iv)

the trauma of dispossession for First Nations peoples is further
exacerbated by the State still allowing kids as young as 10 to be locked
up, and

(v)

First Nations peoples make up around 2% of our population, but 27% of
the prison population—the State continues to fail to close the gap on
health, education, and income;

(b)

expresses solidarity with people marching across the US and in Australia, in
support of George Floyd and Black Lives Matter;

(c)

calls on the Government to commit to ending state and police violence against
First Nations peoples in Australia; and

(d)

calls on the Federal Government to implement all of the recommendations of
the 1991 Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.
[Formality denied on 11 June 2020]

612

Leader of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation (Senator Hanson): To move—That
the Senate notes that all lives matter.
[Formality denied on 11 June 2020]
Notice given 11 June 2020

646

Senator Roberts: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that the 2020 Australian Institute of Criminology report into ‘Deaths in
custody in Australia’ revealed that:
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

the 2017-18 rate of death in prison custody for:
(A)

Indigenous persons was 0.14 per 100 prisoners, and

(B)

non-indigenous persons was 0.18 per 100 prisoners;

the 2017-18 total deaths in police custody and custody-related
operations was:
(A)

3 Indigenous persons; and

(B)

14 non-indigenous persons;

in the last 30 years, of the 328 indigenous deaths in prison custody, 79%
were due to natural causes;
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(iv)

(v)

(b)

over the decade to 2018:
(A)

non-indigenous persons were nearly twice as likely as
Indigenous persons to hang themselves in prison custody, and

(B)

motor vehicle pursuits represented 38% of Indigenous deaths in
police custody and custody-related operations, and

from 2006 to 2016, a 41% increase in Indigenous imprisonment rates
corresponded with a 42% increase in people identifying as Indigenous;
and

further notes that, using the 437 unconvicted Indigenous deaths without
reference to critical detail and context, results in a distorted discussion of
Indigenous issues.
[Formality not pursued on 12 June 2020]
Notice given 15 June 2020

669

Senator Roberts: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that the 2020 Australian Institute of Criminology report into ‘Deaths in
custody in Australia’ revealed that:
(i)

the 2017-18 rate of death in prison custody for:
(A)

Indigenous persons was 0.14 per 100 prisoners, and

(B)

non-indigenous persons was 0.18 per 100 prisoners,

(ii)

in the 2017-18 year 79% of Indigenous deaths in prison custody were
due to natural causes,

(iii)

the 2017-18 total deaths in police custody and custody-related
operations was:

(iv)

(A)

3 Indigenous persons, and

(B)

14 non-indigenous persons,

over the decade to 2018:
(A)

non-indigenous persons were nearly twice as likely as
Indigenous persons to hang themselves in prison custody, and

(B)

motor vehicle pursuits represented 38% of Indigenous deaths in
police custody and custody-related operations;

(b)

further notes that, from 2006 to 2016, a 41% increase in Indigenous
imprisonment rates corresponded with a 42% increase in people identifying as
Indigenous; and

(c)

also notes that, using the 437 unconvicted Indigenous deaths in custody
without reference to critical detail and context results in a distorted discussion
of Indigenous issues.
[Formality denied on 16 June 2020]
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Notice given 24 August 2020
733

Senator Lambie: To move—That paragraph (a) of the temporary order agreed to on
18 June 2020 be varied to read as follows:
(a)

at the end of standing order 66, add:
(5)

(6)

The following requirements apply to the consideration of general
business notices of motion as formal motions:
(a)

senators may make only one request for formality in any
sitting week, except for minor party and independent
senators who may make requests up to the limit in
paragraph (b);

(b)

no more than 13 motions may be dealt with as formal
motions on any sitting day, comprising no more than four
by government senators, four by opposition senators, and
five by minor party and independent senators;

(c)

motions to be considered shall be notified to the
President; and

(d)

the allocation of motions to be taken as formal amongst
minor party and independent senators shall be
determined by the President and, during a sitting week,
shall allow minor party and independent senators to
propose at least one motion per day and otherwise be
proportional to the numbers of minor party and
independent senators.

The restrictions in paragraph (5) do not apply to motions for the
consideration of legislation, orders for the production of
documents, the conduct of Senate or committee business, or that
have been co-sponsored by senators representing different
parties.
[Formality not pursued on 25 August 2020]
Notice given 26 August 2020

751

Senator Ayres: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

notes that:
(i)

6 and 9 August 2020 marked, respectively, the 75th anniversary of the
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,

(ii)

2020 also marks the 50th anniversary of the coming into force of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and

(iii)

since 2017, 81 countries have signed and 38 have ratified the United
Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons;

notes with concern:
(i)

recent developments that weaken the international system of weapons
monitoring, and undermine agreements to prevent nuclear proliferation
and testing, and

(ii)

that a 2019 report by the United Kingdom Parliamentary Committee on
International Relations warns the risk of nuclear conflict is as great as it
was during the height of the Cold War; and
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(c)

calls on the Australian Government to:
(i)

(ii)

express concern that the:
(A)

multilateral framework for achieving nuclear disarmament and
for minimising the risk of nuclear conflict is under threat, and

(B)

United States may allow the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
agreement to expire, and has abandoned the Intermediate
Nuclear Forces treaty, and

deploy Australia’s diplomatic resources to play an increased role in
global efforts to build regional and international cooperation, resist
further proliferation of nuclear weapons and promote their ultimate
elimination.
[Formality denied on 31 August 2020]
Notice given 2 September 2020

787

Senator Urquhart: To move—That—
(1)

(2)

The Senate notes that:
(a)

on 19 August 2020, the Prime Minister and Minister for Health claimed
to have signed a COVID-19 vaccine supply deal with AstraZeneca;

(b)

when the Minister for Health quoted AstraZeneca in the House of
Representatives on 1 September 2020, he omitted the company’s
clarification that it had only signed a ‘letter of intent’, and that ‘there are
still many details to be confirmed’; and

(c)

in contrast to Australia’s one letter of intent, at least 17 countries have
signed at least 49 supply agreements, covering at least six billion doses
of potential COVID-19 vaccines.

There be laid on the table, by the Minister representing the Minister for
Health, by no later than 3.30 pm on 7 October 2020, the so-called ‘deal’ with
AstraZeneca referred to by the Minister for Health.
[Formality not pursued on 6 October 2020]

789

Senators Ciccone and Sterle: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

on 21 August 2020, the Prime Minister said that,
(A)

National Cabinet noted that discussions had commenced on an
Agriculture Workers Code and agreed further work be
undertaken by agriculture ministers so that a paper could be
considered by National Cabinet at its next meeting, and

(B)

the code will provide for a nationally-consistent approach that
would be enforced by relevant states and territories,

(ii)

on 25 August 2020, National Cabinet agreed to develop a code and
expected the code to be presented to state premiers within two weeks,
and

(iii)

on 1 September 2020, Senator McKenzie said the state and federal
government must act immediately to get a national agricultural workers
code in place;
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(b)

further notes, the Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency
Management (the Honourable David Littleproud MP) has failed to prioritise
the development of the code;

(c)

recognises that the Morrison Government does not understand the urgency of
the agricultural worker shortages; and

(d)

calls on the Government to explain:
(i)

how the code will address the critical workforce shortages in the sector,
and

(ii)

when it will deliver the code.
[Formality not pursued on 6 October 2020]

795

Senator Hanson-Young: To move—That the Senate notes that—
(a)

Adelaide Oval is a world-class stadium;

(b)

South Australia has a long and passionate history as an Australian Football
League (AFL) loving state;

(c)

Port Adelaide is currently top of the AFL ladder;

(d)

Adelaide Crows fans were robbed of the inaugural AFLW home grand final in
2017 which was held on the Gold Coast;

(e)

South Australia has been COVID-19 free for months;

(f)

Queenslanders have little appreciation for the great sport of AFL; and

(g)

the AFL Grand Final should have been given to South Australia.
[Formality not pursued on 6 October 2020]
Notice given 3 September 2020

799

Senator Rice: To move—That there be laid on the table, by the Minister for Youth
and Sport, by no later than 10 am on 8 October 2020:
(a)

a copy of the talking points prepared by the former Minister for Sport’s office
concerning the expansion of funding for the Community Sports Infrastructure
Grants program, ahead of her meeting with the Prime Minister on 28
November 2018;

(b)

any records of that 28 November 2018 meeting;

(c)

the subsequent exchange of letters referring to that meeting as a basis for
expanding funding for the Community Sport Infrastructure Grants program;
and

(d)

any evidence the Government is able to provide for the Minister’s legal
authority to be the decision maker in the Community Sport Infrastructure
Grants program.
[Formality not pursued on 6 October 2020]

804 Senator Faruqi: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

the proposed Brandy Hill Expansion Project will destroy more than 50
hectares of prime koala habitat and have significant impact on the koala
and koala habitat,

(ii)

the project will fragment habitat and sever a crucial koala corridor
restricting movement of koalas and access to breeding grounds,
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(b)

(iii)

the expansion of the quarry will occur within a New South Wales (NSW)
Government listed Area of Regional Koala Significance, with breeding
having been sighted near the current quarry boundary,

(iv)

at least 5,000 koalas died in NSW as a result of the 2019-20 bushfires,

(v)

a NSW parliamentary committee report, published in June 2020, found
that without significant and urgent action koalas could face extinction
in NSW within 30 years – it also found that the fragmentation and loss
of habitat ‘poses the most serious threat to koala populations in New
South Wales’, and

(vi)

if approved, this project will be a disaster for koalas; and

calls on the Minister for the Environment, the Honourable Sussan Ley MP, to
reject the proposed Brandy Hill Expansion Project.
[Formality not pursued on 7 October 2020]
Notice given 7 October 2020

813

Senator Rennick: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

acknowledges:
(i)

that superannuation is money which ultimately belongs to the fund
members who make contributions,

(ii)

the importance of the strict application of the Sole Purpose Test for
superannuation, and

(iii)

that The New Daily is an online news service funded by industry
superannuation funds; and

calls on The New Daily to disclose:
(i)

their financial records, and

(ii)

payments to related and third parties, including journalists who are
public figures.
[Formality not pursued on 7 October 2020]

818

822

Senator Farrell: To move—That—
(a)

the hours of meeting for today be 9.30 am to adjournment;

(b)

the routine of business from 7.20 pm shall be consideration of the
Commonwealth Electoral Amendment (Ensuring Fair Representation of the
Northern Territory) Bill 2020 only;

(c)

the questions on all remaining stages of the bill shall be put 30 minutes after
debate on the bill commences;

(d)

paragraph (c) of this order shall operate as a limitation of debate under
standing order 142; and

(e)

the Senate shall adjourn after it has completed consideration of the bill.

Senator Rice: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that the 2020 Budget contains $28.3 million over three years from 202021 to establish five strategic basin plans to accelerate gas development in
priority geological basins; and

(b)

opposes the use of these public funds to expand the gas industry.
[Formality not pursued on 9 November 2020]
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824 Senator Thorpe: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

notes that:
(i)

441 First Nations people have died in custody since the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody handed down its 339
recommendations almost 30 years ago,

(ii)

approximately a First Nations person has died in custody every 3 weeks
since the Royal Commission’s recommendations were handed down,

(iii)

the recommendations from the Royal Commission have still not been
fully implemented, and

(iv)

despite making up approximately 3% of the adult population, First
Nations people make up approximately 28% of imprisoned people in
Australia; and

calls on the Government to:
(i)

recognise that First Nations deaths in custody is an ongoing national
tragedy,

(ii)

work in true partnership with the families of those affected by First
Nations deaths in custody and fully implement all of the Royal
Commission’s recommendations,

(iii)

report to the Parliament every quarter on the status of the
implementation of the Royal Commission’s recommendations,

(iv)

maintain and publish an official real-time national toll of First Nations
deaths in custody,

(v)

adequately fund Aboriginal community-controlled health, education,
social support, and legal assistance services to support and divert First
Nations people out of the criminal legal system, and

(vi)

adequately fund independent legal representation at coronial inquests
for the families left behind after a death in custody.
[Formality not pursued on 9 November 2020]

826 Leader of the Australian Greens in the Senate (Senator Waters): To move—
That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

37 women have been killed by violence since the start of 2020, as
reported by Counting Dead Women Australia from Destroy the Joint,

(ii)

according to the Australian Institute of Criminology, 1 in 10 women in a
relationship has experienced intimate partner violence during the
pandemic, many for the first time or with increased severity,

(iii)

Women’s Legal Services are currently unable to assist up to 50% of
people seeking their help due to lack of resources, and have called for a
further $25 million per year,

(iv)

the women’s safety sector expects demand for crisis housing,
counselling, safety and support services and prevention programs to
increase and has called for an investment of $12 billion over 12 years to
keep women and children safe, and

(v)

the 2020-21 Budget does not include any additional funding for frontline domestic and family violence services; and
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(b)

calls on the Government to:
(i)

recognise violence against women as a national security crisis, and

(ii)

adequately fund frontline domestic, family and sexual violence and
crisis housing services to ensure that all women seeking safety can
access these services when and where they need them.
[Formality not pursued on 9 November 2020]

827

Leader of the Australian Greens in the Senate (Senator Waters): To move—
That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

the epidemic of domestic and family violence has worsened during
COVID-19, meaning already-stretched frontline services are unable to
meet demand,

(ii)

the COVID-19 crisis has had a disproportionate impact on women given
that:

(iii)

(b)

(A)

more women than men lost jobs or had their hours reduced in
the June quarter,

(B)

women are over-represented in the hardest hit industries,

(C)

more women than men are ineligible to receive JobKeeper, and

(D)

women have undertaken the majority of unpaid care work
throughout the pandemic, and

the 2020-21 Budget:
(A)

does not include any additional funding for front-line domestic
and family violence services,

(B)

does not include any additional funding support for early
childhood education and childcare, and

(C)

allocates less than 0.04% of overall spending to the Women’s
Economic Security Statement; and

calls on the Government to:
(i)

adequately fund frontline domestic, family and sexual violence and
crisis housing services to ensure that all women and children can access
services when and where they need them,

(ii)

deliver an affordable, accessible childcare scheme, and

(iii)

properly fund measures to address the gender pay gap, value the care
economy, and support women’s workforce participation.
[Formality not pursued on 9 November 2020]

828 Senators Lambie and Patrick: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes:
(i)

that the International Olympic Committee’s 2017 adoption of human
rights principles in its Host City Contracts does not apply to its
agreements with China for the 2022 Winter Games in Beijing,

(ii)

the persecution of pro-democracy campaigners in Hong Kong, and
China’s imprisonment of political hostages including Australian citizens
detained on trumped up national security charges,
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(b)

(iii)

that the Chinese Government has forced a massive number of Uyghurs
into internment camps, subjecting them to forms of political
indoctrination and pressuring them to relinquish their language, culture
and religion,

(iv)

that researchers at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute have
meticulously documented evidence of the Chinese authorities subjecting
Uyghurs to forced labour, including selling that labour to companies
across China,

(v)

that the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s travel advice warns
that Australians in China are at risk of arbitrary detention under that
country’s harsh national security laws, and

(vi)

that the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China called on the
International Olympic Committee to reconsider staging the 2022
Games in Beijing; and

calls on the Australian Government to work with the Australian
Olympic Committee to ensure that Australia boycotts the 2022 Winter
Olympics games in Beijing.
[Formality denied on 9 November 2020]
Notice given 8 October 2020

829 Senator Siewert: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that Saturday 10 October 2020 marks World Mental Health Day 2020;

(b)

recognises that the theme of World Mental Health Day 2020 set by the World
Health Organisation is ‘Move for mental health: let’s invest’ which identifies
the need for a massive scale-up in investment in mental health around the
world;

(c)

acknowledges that the final report from the Productivity Commission’s inquiry
into mental health was handed to the Government on 30 June 2020; and

(d)

calls on the Government to look after Australia’s mental health by:
(i)

releasing the Productivity Commission’s final report on mental health,
and

(ii)

using World Mental Health Day as an opportunity to commit to
significant, long-term investment in mental health, including urgent
commitments of funding to implement the recommendations from the
Productivity Commission’s inquiry into mental health.
[Formality not pursued on 9 November 2020]

831

Senator Hanson-Young: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that the Government’s Budget is spending billions to give tax breaks to
big corporations and prioritising millionaires over the million unemployed
Australians;

(b)

acknowledges that this recovery strategy is outsourcing responsibility of job
creation to private companies in the vain hope they create jobs and is nothing
more than a trickle-down con-job; and

(c)

resolves that the Government should instead invest in a green recovery by
funding public infrastructure and public services to create jobs directly,
including:
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(i)

building public housing,

(ii)

creating renewable energy zones,

(iii)

restoring free childcare,

(iv)

rebuilding the public service, including the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation,

(v)

investing in public transport, including high speed rail,

(vi)

research and development through public universities,

(vii)

properly funding residential aged care and 100,000 home care
packages,

(viii) restoring and protecting the environment, and
(ix)

investing in arts and creative industries.
[Formality not pursued on 9 November 2020]
Notice given 9 November 2020

839 Senator Steele-John: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

notes that:
(i)

the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (the treaty) reached
50 ratifications on 24 October 2020, with Honduras being the 50th
country to ratify,

(ii)

the treaty bans the possession, production, testing, stockpiling, transfer,
hosting, use and threat of use of nuclear weapons and it also prohibits
any nation from assisting, inducing or encouraging any of the
prohibited activities,

(iii)

the entry into force of the treaty is a significant milestone in global
efforts for nuclear disarmament; nuclear weapons are inexcusable,
dangerous, and immoral, and the entry into force of the treaty now
means they will become illegal under international law as of 22 January
2021, and

(iv)

Australia has a long history of supporting and acting on international
efforts for disarmament; we have ratified treaties banning cluster
munitions, anti-personnel landmines, chemical weapons and biological
weapons and we are a party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and
the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty, however, we have not
ratified the treaty which leaves us out of step with international law on
nuclear weapons.

calls on the Government to immediately sign and ratify the treaty.
[Formality denied on 10 November 2020]

843

Senator Patrick: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

Taiwan is a flourishing constitutional democracy of nearly 24 million
people,

(ii)

Taiwan has enjoyed great success in suppressing the COVID-19 virus,

(iii)

Taiwan is a key trading partner and plays an important role in the AsiaPacific region, and
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(iv)

(b)

(c)

at the Australia-United States Ministerial Consultations on 28 July
2020, the governments of Australia and the United States jointly
expressed the view that ‘recent events only strengthened their resolve to
support Taiwan’;

affirms that:
(i)

Australia should maintain strong unofficial ties with Taiwan and
support Taiwan’s membership in international organisations where
statehood is not a prerequisite,

(ii)

Australia should support Taiwan’s meaningful participation as an
observer or guest at international organisations where statehood is a
prerequisite for membership,

(iii)

Australia should unequivocally express our longstanding view that any
resolution of cross-strait differences between China and Taiwan must be
peaceful, and

(iv)

threats from China to employ military force against Taiwan constitute a
threat to peace and security in the Pacific region; and

expresses strong support for Taiwan’s autonomy and democracy, and the
absolute right of the Taiwanese people to determine their own future free from
threats or coercion.
[Formality denied on 11 November 2020]
Notice given 11 November 2020

852

853

854

Senator Hanson-Young: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes the essential role that the Special Broadcasting Service (SBS) plays as our
multicultural national broadcaster;

(b)

acknowledges that some SBS viewers have voiced their opinion that there are
too many advertisements on SBS platforms including television, ‘SBS On
Demand’ and radio; and

(c)

calls on:
(i)

SBS to not exceed their mandated 5 minutes of advertising per hour,
and

(ii)

the Government to ensure appropriate funding for SBS so the
broadcaster is not reliant on revenue from advertisements.

Senator Hanson-Young: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that the Murray-Darling Basin Plan is due to recover a total of 2,075
gigalitres per year of water plus 450 gigalitres per year of efficiency measures
by 2024; and

(b)

calls on federal and state governments to deliver the Murray Darling Basin
Plan in full, on time and without delay.

Senator Hanson-Young: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

the sharing of original Australian stories on our screens is an important
way that we reflect a sense of community, identity and belonging in
Australia,
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(b)

(ii)

Australian broadcasters are required to screen original Australian
content in line with the Australian content requirements overseen by
the Australian Communications and Media Authority,

(iii)

online streaming services such as Netflix, Stan, Amazon and Disney+
are now extremely popular in Australia and have millions of Australian
subscribers,

(iv)

online video streaming services are not subject to requirements to
screen Australian-made content, and

(v)

the Minister for Communications, Cyber Safety and the Arts recently
announced changes to the Australian content quota system but did not
extend the quotas to online streaming services; and

calls on the Government to implement Australian content quotas for online
video streaming subscription services to ensure that Australians are able to see
themselves and their stories reflected on these platforms.
Notice given 12 November 2020

*864 Leader of the Opposition in the Senate (Senator Wong): To move—That the
Senate—
(a)

notes that, during a hearing of the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
References Committee’s inquiry into issues affecting diaspora communities in
Australia on 14 October 2020, Senator Abetz demanded that witnesses of
Chinese heritage ‘unconditionally condemn the Chinese Communist Party
dictatorship’ in what those targeted have described as ‘a jarring experience’;

(b)

affirms that:

(c)

(i)

social cohesion in Australian society is the basis of our sovereignty,

(ii)

statements and conduct that target Australians based on their cultural
background or ethnicity risk driving division and undermining our
social cohesion and sovereignty, and

(iii)

all Australians have a right to enjoy equal rights and be treated with
equal respect regardless of race, colour, creed or origin; and

calls on all senators to ensure their conduct recognises these principles.

*865 Senator Hanson-Young: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that the biggest threat to endangered koala populations is habitat loss,
degradation and fragmentation; and

(b)

calls on the Government to implement a moratorium on the clearing and
destruction of koala habitat.

*866 Senator Rice: To move—
(1)

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Youth and Sport, by no later
than 2 pm on 8 December 2020:
(a)

a copy of the talking points prepared by the former Minister for Sport’s
office concerning funding for the Community Sports Infrastructure
Grants program, ahead of her meeting with the Prime Minister on 28
November 2018;

(b)

any records of that 28 November 2018 meeting; and
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(c)

the exchange of letters referring to that meeting as a basis for expanding
funding for the Community Sport Infrastructure Grants program.

(2)

In the event the Minister fails to table all the documents requested in
paragraph (1), the Senate requires the Minister for Youth and Sport to attend
the Senate by no later than 9.30 am on 9 December 2020 to provide an
explanation, of no more than 10 minutes, of the Government’s failure to table
the documents.

(3)

Any senator may move to take note of the explanation required by paragraph
(2).

(4)

Any motion under paragraph (3) may be debated for no longer than 30
minutes, shall have precedence over all business until determined, and
senators may speak to the motion for not more than 10 minutes each.

*867 Senators Wong and Keneally: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

the Australian Government is responsible for borders, quarantine, and
assisting Australians in jeopardy and stranded overseas,

(ii)

since the Prime Minister capped international passenger arrivals on 13
July 2020, the number of stranded Australians overseas has risen
dramatically to more than 35,700,

(iii)

Amnesty International Australia has reported that the ‘arbitrary cap
needs to be significantly increased or removed’ and quarantine ‘needs to
be significantly expanded’,

(iv)

on 10 November 2020, the Senate called on the Government to take
urgent steps to help every stranded Australian return home by:

(v)

(b)

(A)

increasing the number of permitted arrivals under international
flight caps through using Commonwealth resources to increase
quarantine capacity,

(B)

stopping price gouging by airlines flying into Australia, and

(C)

putting all options on the table to return stranded Australians,
especially from places like the United Kingdom, India, the
Philippines and Lebanon—including charter flights, and

the Morrison Government did not announce any funding or initiative as
part of the 2020-21 Federal Budget to respond to the Senate’s motion,
and has no plan to help every stranded Australian return home; and

calls on the Morrison Government to bring our stranded Australians home by
Christmas as the Prime Minister promised he would do.

*868 Leader of the Australian Greens in the Senate (Senator Waters): To move—
(1)

That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

recent media discussion has again drawn attention to poor
standards of integrity and general behaviour in Parliament and
the lack of enforcement action in response to complaints, and

(ii)

ACTU President Michele O’Neil has described Parliament House
as a ‘high-risk workplace’ for employees
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(b)

calls on the Government to introduce a Code of Conduct requiring all
parliamentarians to:
(i)

put the public interest ahead of their personal interests,

(ii)

exercise reasonable care and diligence in performing their duties,

(iii)

treat everyone with respect,

(iv)

not engage in bullying or harassment,

(v)

avoid conflicts of interest,

(vi)

manage confidential information appropriately,

(vii)

follow all rules regarding use of public funds,

(viii) act ethically, reasonably and in good faith in their public duties,

(c)

(2)

(ix)

not take improper advantage of their office, and

(x)

not bring discredit upon the Parliament; and

Further calls on the Government to implement a robust, independent
complaints process that gives employees the confidence that complaints
regarding parliamentarians will be treated seriously, they do not need to
fear reprisal, and MPs found to have breached the Code can face a range
of consequences.

That this resolution be sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence.

*869 Senator Faruqi: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes:
(i)

evidence provided by the Bureau of Meteorology at Senate Estimates
that the global temperature is on track to rise by 3.4 degrees celsius by
the end of the century,

(ii)

the enormous risks and challenges nations in the Global South,
particularly in the Pacific region, face as a result of the climate
catastrophe, including rising sea levels, severe storms, and loss of arable
land and drinking water, and

(iii)

that the Global North, including Australia, is responsible for the
overwhelming majority of excess carbon emissions causing the climate
crisis, and has a greater responsibility for addressing it;

(b)

acknowledges the urgent need for climate change mitigation and adaptation to
prevent the worst of the climate catastrophe that our neighbours face; and

(c)

calls on the Government to:
(i)

significantly increase the Official Development Assistance budget and
commit to providing funding to support action on climate change and
climate resilience for our neighbours in the Pacific, and

(ii)

seriously commit to reducing Australia’s carbon emissions to avoid the
worst of the climate catastrophe.

*870 Senator Steele-John: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

145 of the 512 participants who participated in the first independent
assessments trial completed the opt-in survey about their experiences in
the trial, representing only 28% of the cohort,
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(b)

(ii)

no baseline data was collected about the experiences of the 512 trial
participants of the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) prior
to their participation in the trial, meaning there is no specific data
available for comparison,

(iii)

no data about the number of NDIS participants who declined to be a
part of any independent assessment trial has been made publicly
available,

(iv)

Australia’s peak disability organisations, including People With
Disability Australia, Women With Disability Australia, Every Australian
Counts and Children and Young People with Disability, are opposed to
independent assessments and have spoken out against them on behalf
of the people they represent, and

(v)

disabled people, their families and their advocates are the most
qualified people to be making decisions about the kinds of supports they
need, and the medical practitioners they work with; and

calls on the Government to:
(i)

immediately halt the second independent assessments trial until,
(A)

data from the first trial is made public in full, and

(B)

genuine consultation is undertaken with disabled people, their
advocates and peak organisations to ensure that this process is
one that is supported by disabled people, not just bureaucrats,

(ii)

ensure that comprehensive data from all participants is collected and
made public in any further independent assessment trials, and

(iii)

commit to abandoning independent assessments if further trials do not
garner widespread support from disabled people, their advocates and
peak organisations.

*871 Senator Whish-Wilson: To move—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

notes that the:
(i)

Tasmanian smooth handfish (Sympterichthys unipennis) is the world’s
first marine bony fish to be declared extinct by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature,

(ii)

remaining Tasmanian handfish are now the most threatened marine
fish in the world,

(iii)

recent hatching, raising and release of 42 juvenile red handfish into the
wild likely doubles the number of red handfish in remaining
populations near Hobart,

(iv)

invasive long-spined sea urchin (Centrostephanus rogersii) is a key
factor in the decline of handfish populations,

(v)

spread of the invasive long-spined sea urchin is threatening the
biodiversity of Tasmanian reefs, and

(vi)

barrens that the long-spined sea urchin create are directly linked to
warming waters along the east coast of Tasmania; and

acknowledges and thanks:
(i)

researchers at the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies,
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(ii)

researchers at Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation, and

(iii)

all scientists and researchers at the Handfish Conservation Project for
their work on this critical conservation project.

*872 Senator Hanson-Young: To move—That there be laid on the table by the Minister
representing the Minister for the Environment, by 3 pm on 1 December 2020, the final
report of the Samuel Review into the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999.

25

Orders of the day
1

Parliament House—Electronic access control system—Parliamentary
privilege—Statement by President
Adjourned debate (1 August 2019).

2

Bradfield-type scheme in Queensland
Adjourned debate on the motion of the Leader of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation
(Senator Hanson)—That the Senate acknowledges that the construction of a
Bradfield-type scheme in Queensland would create far-reaching, positive outcomes in
regards to water security, economic growth, the environment and job numbers, for all
Australians. (Senator Roberts, in continuation, 14 November 2019).

3

Northern Australia agenda
Adjourned debate on the motion of Senator Watt—That the Senate—
(a)

notes that:
(i)

the Federal Government’s Northern Australia White Paper was
released more than four years ago,

(ii)

there have been three Prime Ministers and two Ministers for Northern
Australia in that time period,

(iii)

the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility (NAIF), announced in
the 2015-16 Budget, as part of the White Paper, was described by the
then Treasurer, Mr Hockey, as the ‘first major step in our plan for our
great North’,

(iv)

over four years, the NAIF has only released $44 million – less than 1%
of its $5 billion budget,

(v)

the NAIF has been the subject of four reviews, including another one
just announced by the Minister for Resources and Northern Australia
(the Minister),

(vi)

the NAIF has recently announced the collapse of one loan awarded to a
project in the Pilbara,

(vii)

the NAIF has also been forced to delay its largest loan to date, a $610
million loan to the Genex Kidston hydro pumped power station in
North Queensland,

(viii) the Minister will not reveal how jobs have been created in Northern
Australia as a result of projects that have received loans from the NAIF,
and
(ix)
(b)

4

more than $400,000 in bonuses have been paid to senior executives at
the NAIF, in the last year alone; and

calls on the Minister for Resources and Northern Australia to fix the failures
of his Northern Australia agenda, and start delivering real jobs in the North.
(Senator McGrath, in continuation, 28 November 2019).

Australian dairy industry—Explanation by minister
Adjourned debate on the motion of Senator Watt—That the Senate take note of the
explanation by the Minister for Agriculture (Senator McKenzie) concerning the
Australian dairy industry. (Senator Patrick, in continuation, 5 December 2019).
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5

Rate of Newstart and disaster payments
Adjourned debate on the motion of Senator Siewert—That the Senate—

6

(a)

notes that the low rate of Newstart and the insufficient rate of disaster
payments do not adequately meet people’s needs and can exacerbate the
difficult circumstances people are experiencing in the face of bushfires and
drought; and

(b)

calls on the Federal Government to immediately raise the rate of Newstart by
at least $95 a week and raise the Australian Government Disaster Recovery
Payment to $3000 per adult and $1000 per child. (Senator Watt, in
continuation, 13 February 2020).

Economic conditions
Adjourned debate on the motion of Senator O’Neill—That the Senate notes that—

7

(a)

after six years in office, the economy is floundering on the Government’s
watch;

(b)

Australians are struggling with stagnant wages, with wage growth stalling
further;

(c)

net debt has more than doubled under this Government;

(d)

the Government does not have a plan to boost wages or growth in the
economy; and

(e)

it is because of the Government’s failures that Australia meets the challenges
and uncertainties of the bushfires and coronavirus from a position of
weakness, not strength. (Senator Bilyk, in continuation, 27 February 2020).

JobKeeper review
Adjourned debate on the motion of Senator McCarthy—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

notes that:
(i)

the Government said that the economy would 'snap back' after the end
of the COVID-19 crisis,

(ii)

the Reserve Bank and Deloitte have forecast unemployment to remain
at elevated levels for years,

(iii)

members of the Government are calling for the early end of the
JobKeeper payment, and

(iv)

Government ministers have confirmed that JobSeeker will revert back
to $40 per day in September this year; and

calls on the Government to:
(i)

table Treasury’s review into JobKeeper in the Senate as soon as it is
finalised,

(ii)

as soon as possible, provide certainty to people on the JobSeeker
payment that they won’t be “snap-backed” to living on $40 per day;
and

(iii)

outline a plan for jobs and for reducing unemployment in the
Government's economic update when it is delivered in June. (Senator
Siewert, in continuation, 14 May 2020).
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8

Coronavirus economic support recovery
Adjourned debate on the motion of Senator Siewert—That the Senate—notes that the
Australian Greens have introduced the Coronavirus Economic Support and Recovery
(No-one Left Behind) Bill 2020, which is a Bill for an Act to provide for a coronavirus
economic support and recovery fund, amend the law relating to social security and
expand eligibility for the JobKeeper scheme, and for related purposes, and
(a)

calls on the Government to:
(i)

make sure that no-one is left behind by the coronavirus health and
economic crisis,

(ii)

expand the COVID-19 supplement to recipients of the Disability
Support Pension and Carer Payment,

(iii)

expand JobSeeker to people on temporary visas,

(iv)

expand the JobKeeper scheme to include:

(v)

9

(A)

all casual employees,

(B)

employees who hold temporary visas,

(C)

intermittent workers,

(D)

higher education providers, and

(E)

entities owned by foreign governments who are resident in
Australia, and

invest in:
(A)

a $2.3 billion recovery package for the arts and entertainment
sector,

(B)

a $12 billion manufacturing fund,

(C)

a $6 billion electricity transmission fund, and

(D)

a $2 billion grant to the Australian Renewable Energy Agency.
(Debate interrupted, 12 June 2020).

National economic plan
Adjourned debate on the motion of Senator Gallagher—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

notes that:
(i)

more than 5 million Australians and their families are relying on
government assistance to help them through the COVID-19 pandemic,

(ii)

JobKeeper and the increase to JobSeeker are set to expire at the end of
September, and

(iii)

more than $250 billion in deferred loans for mortgages and business
are also due to expire at the end of September; and

calls on the Government to outline a national economic plan that:
(i)

prevents millions of Australians being ‘snapped-back’ to
unemployment, poverty and insecure jobs at the end of September,

(ii)

has job creation and skills development at the centre, and

(iii)

ensures that ongoing government investment is targeted to lift
Australia out of its first recession in 29 years. (Senator Siewert, in
continuation, 18 June 2020).
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10

COVID-19—Aged Care
Adjourned debate on the motion of Senator Keneally—That the Senate notes that the
Morrison Government has neglected Australians in aged care by ignoring the
warnings from COVID-19 outbreaks in the northern hemisphere, at Dorothy
Henderson Lodge, and at Newmarch House, resulting in unnecessary
deaths. (Senator Chandler, in continuation, 27 August 2020).

11

National Cabinet
Adjourned debate on the motion of Senator Patrick—That the Senate—
(a)

(b)

(c)

notes that:
(i)

the Prime Minister has established a ‘National Cabinet’ comprising of
the Prime Minister, state Premiers, and territory Chief Ministers,

(ii)

the Prime Minister has claimed that National Cabinet is to be part of
the Federal Government’s Cabinet system and subject to requirements
of Cabinet secrecy, and

(iii)

the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet has claimed
National Cabinet’s records and deliberations are exempt completely
from release under the Freedom of Information Act 1982, and Cabinet
secrecy has also been applied to the deliberations of other bodies
including the National COVID-19 Advisory Commission and the
Australian Health Protection Principal Committee;

considers:
(i)

the creation of National Cabinet as a part of the Federal Cabinet system
to be inconsistent with long-established principles of responsible
Cabinet Government in Australia, and

(ii)

that the assertion of Cabinet secrecy in relation to National Cabinet
and the deliberations of associated bodies is excessive, impedes the
proper scrutiny of Executive Government, and is not supported by the
law; and

urges consideration is given to the introduction of legislation that would place
key aspects of long-established and accepted Cabinet convention and practice
on a statutory basis. (Senator Patrick, in continuation, 3 September 2020).

Deferred vote—JobKeeper
12

Pursuant to the order of the Senate of 12 November 2020, vote to be taken on the
motion moved by Senator Walsh—That the Senate—

(a)

notes that the Reserve Bank of Australia’s quarterly Statement on monetary
policy highlighted:
(i)

‘growth in employment is expected to be subdued over the next few
months, as policy support measures, such as JobKeeper, are tapered’,

(ii)

‘the pace of improvement [in employment] has slowed since August’,

(iii)

‘employment remains well below its pre-pandemic level’, and

(iv)

‘there is a risk that business insolvencies will rise by more than expected
as government support programs are tapered, slowing the recovery in
activity, reducing investment and placing upward pressure on the
unemployment rate’;
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(b)

further notes the latest Australian Bureau of Statistics figures show a fall in
jobs and wages in every state and territory in the first full fortnight after the
Morrison Government cut JobKeeper prematurely;

(c)

expresses disappointment in the Government’s decisions to cut JobKeeper and
the JobSeeker Coronavirus Supplement, and exclude 928,000 Australians
from the new hiring credit;

(d)

acknowledges these decisions will mean the recession will be deeper than
necessary and the unemployment queues longer than they need to be; and

(e)

calls on the Morrison Government to deliver a comprehensive economic plan
for the recovery to prevent 1 trillion dollars of debt and higher unemployment
for longer being the only lasting legacies of this recession.

Initially general business notice of motion no. 863.
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