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2022 

No. 3—Foot-and-mouth disease outbreak 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, 

Regional Development and Local Government, by no later than 1 August 2022, all documents in 

relation to the recent outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in Indonesia between the Department of 

Infrastructure and the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 

Government and Australian international airports. 

Moved by: Leader of The Nationals in the Senate (Senator McKenzie) 

Date agreed to: 27 July 2022 

Letter of response provided: 2 August 2022 (there are no documents in the scope of the order, but 

providing an outline of the role of the department and minister in responding to the outbreak) 

No documents exist 

No. 4—Foot-and-mouth disease outbreak—Ministerial briefings and advice 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, by no later 

than 1 August 2022, the following documents: 

(a) all requests for advice from the minister’s office to the Department after being alerted to the 

outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) in Indonesia; and 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/114
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(b) the incoming government brief to the new Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

specifically in relation to the advice on FMD. 

Moved by: Leader of The Nationals in the Senate (Senator McKenzie) 

Date agreed to: 27 July 2022 

Letter of response and documents provided: 2 August 2022 (attaching documents with 

redaction of material outside the scope of the order, and raising public interest immunity claims in 

respect of other documents) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Disclosure of privileged legal advice 

• Prejudice to the investigation of a possible breach of the law 

Order partially complied with 

No. 5—Australian Building and Construction Commission—Briefing notes and 

materials 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Prime Minister, by no later than 

midday on 1 August 2022: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Prime Minister and his office and the 

Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations and/or his office in relation to the Code for 

the Tendering and Performance of Building Work Amendment Instrument 2022 (Building 

Code) announced by Minister Burke on 24 July 2022; 

(b) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Prime Minister and his office and the 

Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations and/or his office in relation to the 

abolition of the Australian Building and Construction Commission (ABCC); 

(c) any briefing materials produced by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet that 

were provided to the Prime Minister and/or the Prime Minister’s office in relation to the 

changes to the Building Code; and 

(d) any briefing materials produced by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet that 

were provided to the Prime Minister and/or the Prime Minister’s office in relation to the 

potential abolition of the ABCC. 

Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 27 July 2022 

Documents and letter of response provided: 3 August 2022 (paragraphs (a) and (b), a 

document in response to the paragraphs; paragraphs (c) and (d), there are no relevant documents; 

and raising a public interest immunity claim) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (Cabinet documents 

are not provided in response to orders for documents) 

Order partially complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/115
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/121
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No. 6—Australian Building and Construction Commission—Briefing notes and 

materials 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Employment and 

Workplace Relations, by no later than midday on 1 August 2022: 

(a) briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister for Employment and Workplace 

Relations (Minister) and/or his office and the Fair Work Ombudsman (FWO), and/or the 

Australian Building and Construction Commission (ABCC), in relation to the Code for the 

Tendering and Performance of Building Work Amendment Instrument 2022 (Building Code) 

announced by Minister Burke on 24 July 2022; 

(b) briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister for Employment and Workplace 

Relations and/or his office and the FWO, and/or the ABCC in relation to the potential 

abolition of the ABCC; 

(c) briefing materials produced by the Department of Employment and Workplace Relations that 

were provided to the Minister and/or the Minister’s office in relation to the changes of the 

Building Code; and 

(d) briefing materials produced by Department of Employment and Workplace Relations that 

were provided to the Minister and/or the Minister’s office in relation to the potential abolition 

of the ABCC. 

Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 27 July 2022 

Letter of response provided: 1 August 2022 (the minister is unable to comply with the agreed 

timeframe and intends to respond by adjournment on 2 August 2022) 

Additional letter and documents provided: 3 August 2022 (documents within the scope of the 

order, with redaction of material unrelated to the order and personal information, and additional 

redaction of material on public interest grounds) 

Public interest immunity claims raised 

• Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (documents reflecting deliberations of Cabinet) 

• Disclosure of privileged legal advice (refer to legal advice that is subject to legal professional 

privilege) 

• Prejudice to legal proceedings (refer to current proceedings before a court) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 11—Foot-and-mouth disease—Outbreak in Indonesia 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Prime Minister, by no later than 

Thursday, 4 August 2022, the following documents: 

(a) all requests for advice from the Prime Minister’s Office and the Department of the Prime 

Minister and Cabinet after being alerted to the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in 

Indonesia; and 

(b) all requests for co-operation with state governments from the Prime Minister’s Office and the 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet in response to the outbreak of foot-and-mouth 

disease in Indonesia. 

Moved by: Leader of The Nationals in the Senate (Senator McKenzie) 

Date agreed to: 2 August 2022 

Letter of response provided: 4 August 2022 (raising public interest immunity claims; noting the 

Government was advised of the outbreak in early May and implemented a strong response to prevent 

an incursion of foot-and-mouth disease as well as supporting Indonesia in controlling its outbreak) 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/94
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/120
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/140
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Public interest immunity grounds raised: 

• Prejudice to international relations (releasing information could harm relations between the 

Commonwealth and Indonesia) 

• Damage to relations between the Commonwealth and the states and territories 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 14—COVID-19 vaccines—claims for death and injuries 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Government Services, by 

no later than 10 am on 4 August 2022, a statement outlining the following information in 

relation to claims for deaths and injuries arising from COVID-19 vaccines: 

(a) the number of claims for deaths and injuries that have been paid out; 

(b) the number of claims for deaths and injuries that are currently outstanding; 

(c) the number of claims for deaths and injuries that have been dismissed; and 

(d) whether a non-disclosure agreement is a condition of any successful claim. 

Moved by: Senator Rennick 

Date agreed to: 3 August 2022 

Letter of response provided: 4 August 2022 (the Government does not agree that the order is a 

properly made out order for documents as it seeks a document that is not in existence, but a 

statement) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 23—Pension changes—Briefing materials and correspondence 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than 3 pm on 

Thursday, 8 September 2022: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by the Department of the Treasury to the Treasurer and/or the 

Treasurer’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) potential pension changes, including changes to the Work Bonus Scheme, or 

(ii) the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Enhancing Pensioner and Workforce 

Participation) Bill 2022; 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between the Department of the Treasury 

and the Treasurer and/or the Treasurer’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) potential pension changes, including changes to the Work Bonus Scheme, or 

(ii) the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Enhancing Pensioner and Workforce 

Participation) Bill 2022; and 

(c) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between the Department of the Treasury 

and the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet or the Department of Social Services 

since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) potential pension changes, including changes to the Work Bonus Scheme, or 

(ii) the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Enhancing Pensioner and Workforce 

Participation) Bill 2022. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 6 September 2022 

Letter of response provided: 8 September 2022 (claiming public interest immunity in respect of 

all documents discussing this topic since 23 May 2022) 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/136
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/274
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Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (as release of the 

documents requested would result in the disclosure of Cabinet deliberations, they cannot be returned) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 24—Pension changes—Briefing materials and correspondence 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Prime Minister, by no later than 

3 pm on Thursday, 8 September 2022: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet to the 

Prime Minister and/or the Prime Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) potential pension changes, including changes to the Work Bonus Scheme, or 

(ii) the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Enhancing Pensioner and Workforce 

Participation) Bill 2022; 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between the Department of the Prime 

Minister and Cabinet and the Prime Minister and/or the Prime Minister’s office since 23 May 

2022 in relation to: 

(i) potential pension changes, including changes to the Work Bonus Scheme, or 

(ii) the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Enhancing Pensioner and Workforce 

Participation) Bill 2022; and 

(c) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between the Department of the Prime 

Minister and Cabinet and the Department of Social Services or the Department of the Treasury 

since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) potential pension changes, including changes to the Work Bonus Scheme, or 

(ii) the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Enhancing Pensioner and Workforce 

Participation) Bill 2022. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 6 September 2022 

Letter of response provided: 8 September 2022 (claiming public interest immunity in respect of 

all documents discussing this topic since 23 May 2022) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (as release of the 

documents requested would result in the disclosure of Cabinet deliberations, they cannot be returned) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 25—Pension changes—Briefing materials and correspondence 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Social Services, by no 

later than 3 pm on Thursday, 8 September 2022: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by the Department of Social Services to the Minister and/or 

the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) potential pension changes, including changes to the Work Bonus Scheme, or 

(ii) the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Enhancing Pensioner and Workforce 

Participation) Bill 2022; 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between the Department of Social 

Services and the Minister and/or the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) potential pension changes, including changes to the Work Bonus Scheme, or 

(ii) the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Enhancing Pensioner and Workforce 

Participation) Bill 2022; and 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/272


8 
 

(c) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between the Department of Social 

Services and the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet or the Department of the 

Treasury since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) potential pension changes, including changes to the Work Bonus Scheme, or 

(ii) the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Enhancing Pensioner and Workforce 

Participation) Bill 2022. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 6 September 2022 

Letter of response provided: 8 September 2022 (searches have returned a significant number of 

documents, and the minister intends to respond to the order by midday on 12 September 2022) 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 15 September 2022 (letter, enclosing 

35 documents (with redaction of private information and material outside the scope of the order) and 

raising a public interest immunity claim with respect to of some of the documents ordered) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (release of some of 

the documents requested would result in the disclosure of Cabinet deliberations) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 26—Australian Research Council funding schemes—Applications 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Education, by no later 

than midday on Tuesday, 13 September 2022, tabulated information about applications for the 

following Australian Research Council (ARC) funding schemes: 

Future Fellowships 2022 

Discovery Early Career Researcher Award 2023 

Linkage Projects 2021, round 3 

Laureate Fellowships 2022 

Discovery Indigenous 2023 

Discovery Projects 2023 

Centres of Excellence 2023 

Linkage Infrastructure, Equipment and Facilities 2023, 

for each scheme: 

(a) the total number of applications; 

(b) the number of applications for which the ARC CEO has requested at least one set of revisions 

to the national interest test statement; 

(c) the number of applications for which the ARC CEO has requested multiple sets of revisions to 

the national interest test statement; and 

(d) the number of applications that the ARC CEO has not recommended for funding on the basis 

of the national interest test statement. 

Moved by: Senator Faruqi 

Date agreed to: 6 September 2022 

Ordered document provided: 15 September 2022 

Order complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/275
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/294
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/291
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No. 29—Industrial relations matters 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Prime Minister, by no later than 

midday on 12 September 2022: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes and any written communication between the Prime Minister and 

his office and the Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations and/or his office in 

relation to the Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations’ letter to the President of 

the Fair Work Commission (FWC), dated 2 September 2022; 

(b) any briefing materials, file notes and any written communication produced by the Department 

of the Prime Minister and Cabinet that were provided to the Prime Minister and/or the Prime 

Minister’s office in relation to the Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations’ letter to 

the President of the FWC, dated 2 September 2022; 

(c) any briefing materials, file notes and any written communication produced by the Department 

of the Prime Minister and Cabinet that were provided to the Prime Minister and/or the Prime 

Minister’s office in relation to the proposal of multi-employer bargaining; and 

(d) any correspondence between Minister Burke and/or his office and any official from the Rail, 

Tram, and Bus Union, including but not limited to Mr Alex Claassens and Mr Mark Diamond. 

Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 7 September 2022 

Letter of response provided: 26 September 2022 (there are no documents to produce in response 

to this order) 

No documents exist 

No. 30—Industrial relations matters 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Employment and 

Workplace Relations, by no later than midday on 12 September 2022: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes and any written communication between the Minister for 

Employment and Workplace Relations (Minister) and/or the Minister’s office and any member 

of the Fair Work Commission (FWC), including but not limited to the President, any FWC 

staff, including but not limited to the General Manager, in relation to the Minister’s letter to 

the President of the FWC, dated 2 September 2022; 

(b) any briefing materials, file notes and any written communication produced by the Department 

of Employment and Workplace Relations that were provided to the Minister and/or the 

Minister’s office in relation to the Minister’s letter to the President of the FWC, dated 2 

September 2022; 

(c) any briefing materials, file notes and any written communication produced by the Department 

of Employment and Workplace Relations that were provided to the Minister and/or the 

Minister’s office in relation to the proposal of multi-employer bargaining; and 

(d) any correspondence between the Minister and/or the Minister’s office and any official from the 

Rail, Tram, and Bus Union, including but not limited to Mr Alex Claassens and Mr Mark 

Diamond. 

Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 7 September 2022 

Ordered documents provided: 15 September 2022 (with redaction of information unrelated to the 

order) 

Order complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/350
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/293
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No. 32—Australian Bureau of Statistics—Births and deaths data 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than 10 am 

on Wednesday, 14 September 2022, all data held by the Australian Bureau of Statistics in 

connection with: 

(a) live births in Australia for the period from 1 January 2021 to 6 September 2022, by month and 

state or territory; 

(b) provisional mortality statistics for May, June and July 2022; and 

(c) causes of death data for 2021. 

Moved by: Senator Roberts 

Date agreed to: 7 September 2022 

Letter of response provided: 15 September 2022 (paragraph (a) – providing a link to information 

on the ABS website on live births data by quarter and state and territory, attaching statistics for a 

quarter, and stating that data is not available for disclosure for later quarters on public interest 

grounds; paragraph (b) – providing a link to mortality statistics for May and that the June statistics 

will be available on 30 September; and raising a public interest immunity claim with respect to July; 

paragraph (c) – stating that the 2021 causes of death publication will be released on 19 October 2022, 

and raising a public interest immunity claim with respect to the disclosure until that date) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Publication would undermine the trust, quality and 

integrity of Australia’s official statistics 

Order partially complied with 

No. 33—Special Envoy for Disaster Recovery 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Prime Minister, by no later than 

midday on 13 September 2022: 

(a) briefing notes, file notes and any written communication between the Prime Minister and/or 

his office and the Special Envoy for Disaster Recovery, Senator Sheldon, and/or his office in 

relation to Senator Sheldon’s announcement of $30 million in funding for Northern Rivers 

region, dated 1 September 2022; 

(b) briefing materials, file notes and any written communication produced by the Department of 

the Prime Minister and Cabinet that were provided to the Prime Minister and/or his office and 

the Special Envoy and/or his office in relation to Senator Sheldon’s announcement of 

$30 million in funding for Northern Rivers region, dated 1 September 2022; 

(c) any correspondence between the Prime Minister and/or his office and the Special Envoy 

and/or his office in relation to his role as Special Envoy for Disaster Recovery since his 

appointment on 24 July 2022. 

Moved by: Senators Cash, McKenzie and Davey 

Date agreed to: 8 September 2022 

Letter of response and documents provided: 26 September 2022 (there is no correspondence 

between the Prime Minister or his office or the department and Senator Sheldon in relation to his role 

as Special Envoy; the department did not provide any briefing or other written material; and raising a 

public interest immunity claim with respect to the disclosure of advice and other documents provided 

to the Prime Minister and his office concerning a request from the NSW Premier) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Damage to relations between the Commonwealth and the 

states (disclosure would harm the Commonwealth’s ongoing relationship with a state government on 

this and future disaster recovery funding arrangements) 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/290
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/346
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Motion concerning compliance with order (88): 23 November 2022 (requiring the minister to 

comply by midday on 28 November 2022) (statement made) 

Additional letters of response provided: 30 November 2022 (maintaining the public interest 

immunity claim previously raised) 

No documents exist with respect to parts of the order; and order otherwise not yet 

complied with 

No. 34—Special Envoy for Disaster Recovery 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Emergency Management, by no later than 

midday on 13 September 2022: 

(a) briefing notes, file notes and any written communication between the Minister for Emergency 

Management (Minister) and/or his office and the Special Envoy for Disaster Recovery, Senator 

Sheldon, and/or his office in relation to Senator Sheldon’s announcement of $30 million in 

funding for Northern Rivers region, dated 1 September 2022; 

(b) briefing materials, file notes and any written communication produced by the Department of 

Home Affairs that were provided to the Minister and/or his office and the Special Envoy 

and/or his office in relation to Senator Sheldon’s announcement of $30 million in funding for 

Northern Rivers region, dated 1 September 2022; 

(c) any correspondence between the Minister and/or his office and the Special Envoy and/or his 

office since his appointment on 24 July 2022. 

Moved by: Senators Cash, McKenzie and Davey 

Date agreed to: 8 September 2022 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 15 September 2022 (providing a partial 

response but raising public interest immunity claims with respect to the remaining documents) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Damage to relations between the Commonwealth and the states 

• Damage to commercial interests 

Order partially complied with 

No. 37—TikTok 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Home Affairs, by no 

later than midday on Wednesday, 28 September 2022: 

(a) the letters from TikTok’s Director of Public Policy, Australia and New Zealand, Mr Brent 

Thomas, addressed to the Minister for Home Affairs, dated 6 June and 21 July 2022; and 

(b) the response letter from the Department of Home Affairs addressed to TikTok’s Director of 

Public Policy, Australia and New Zealand, Mr Brent Thomas, dated 17 August 2022. 

Moved by: Senator Paterson 

Date agreed to: 27 September 2022 

Letter of response and documents provided: 28 September 2022 

Order complied with 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2Faf61c9bd-b467-4c35-8c22-585edab14fbc%2F0017;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22%20Day%3A%2223%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv%3Dyes;db%3DCHAMBER;id%3Dchamber%2Fhansards%2F26120%2F0135;orderBy%3Dcustomrank;page%3D0;query%3DDataset%3Ahansards,hansards80,hansardsIndex%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22%20Day%3A%2223%22;rec%3D0;resCount%3DDefault
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/899
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/296
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/384
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No. 38—Murray-Darling Basin 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 

Water, Senator Wong, by no later than 10 am on Friday, 7 October 2022, any briefing notes, 

file notes, emails and reports since 1 July 2017 regarding the: 

(a) ‘Barmah-Millewa Feasibility Study’; 

(b) terms of reference and membership of the ‘Modernising Murray River Systems’ independent 

technical assessment of infrastructure in the southern Murray-Darling Basin; and 

(c) feasibility study for the ‘River Murray bank stabilisation works’. 

Moved by: Senator Roberts 

Date agreed to: 27 September 2022 (statement made) 

Letter of response provided: 18 October 2022 (work is underway to provide a response, but 

documents will not be available for tabling until 21 October 2022; discussions are in train with Senator 

Roberts’ office) 

Ordered documents provided: 21 October 2022 

Order complied with 

No. 41—Australian legal tender—Effigy of Sovereign 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than midday 

on Friday, 7 October 2022: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes and emails provided by the Department of the Treasury to the 

Treasurer and/or his office, or to the Assistant Minister for Competition, Charities and 

Treasury and/or his office since 30 May 2022 in relation to changes and/or potential changes 

to the effigy of the Sovereign on Australian legal tender; 

(b) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Department of the Treasury and the 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet since 30 May 2022 in relation to changes 

and/or potential changes to the effigy of the Sovereign on Australian legal tender; and 

(c) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Treasurer and the Prime Minister and/or 

Prime Minister’s office since 30 May 2022 in relation to changes and/or potential changes to 

the effigy of the Sovereign on Australian legal tender. 

Moved by: Senator Smith 

Date agreed to: 27 September 2022 

Letter of response provided: 7 October 2022 (documents relevant to the order have been 

identified, but further time is required to respond to ensure contents are suitable for public disclosure) 

Additional letter and documents provided: 25 October 2022 (paragraphs (a) and (b)—attaching 

documents identified as meeting the criteria; paragraph (c)—no documents have been identified; and 

raising public interest immunity claims with respect to redactions in the documents provided) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Damage to international relations (information was provided in confidence by international 

partners on their planned approaches to changes to their coins; disclosure could adversely affect 

relationships with these partners) 

• Impact on collector coin market (details of forthcoming designs are available on the Federal 

Register of Legislation once the relevant currency determination has been registered; premature 

release could result in speculation about future releases) 

Order partially complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/432
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/500
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/402
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/624
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No. 42—Australian legal tender—Effigy of Sovereign  

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Prime Minister, by no later than 

midday on Friday, 7 October 2022: 

(a) any briefing notes provided by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet to the Prime 

Minister and/or the Prime Minister’s office since 30 May 2022 in relation to changes and/or 

potential changes to the effigy of the Sovereign on Australian legal tender; 

(b) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Department of the Prime Minister and 

Cabinet and the Department of the Treasury since 30 May 2022 in relation to changes and/or 

potential changes to the effigy of the Sovereign on Australian legal tender; and 

(c) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Department of the Prime Minister and 

Cabinet and the Prime Minister and/or the Prime Minister’s office since 30 May 2022 in 

relation to changes and/or potential changes to the effigy of the Sovereign on Australian legal 

tender. 

Moved by: Senator Smith 

Date agreed to: 27 September 2022 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 45—Safeguard Mechanism reforms consultation process—Submissions 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Climate Change and 

Energy, by no later than midday on 30 September 2022, all submissions received by the 

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water and associated agencies that 

were provided as part of the Safeguard Mechanism reforms consultation process. 

Moved by: Senator Hughes 

Date agreed to: 27 September 2022 

Letter of response provided: 30 September 2022 (providing a link to the relevant part of the 

department’s website containing all submissions other than those submitted on a confidential basis; 

and raising a public interest immunity claim with respect to disclosure of the confidential 

submissions) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Impact on future stakeholder engagement (tabling the 

confidential submissions would negatively impact the Government’s ongoing consultation on the 

reforms, and may limit the Government’s ability to conduct effective consultation on other policy 

matters in the future) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 50—Hahndorf township improvements 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, 

Regional Development and Local Government, by no later than midday on Friday, 4 November 

2022, the following documents: 

(a) all documents in relation to the Hahndorf Township Improvements and Access Upgrade 

Project between the Federal Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 

Local Government and the South Australian Minister for Infrastructure and Transport; and 

(b) all documents in relation to the Hahndorf Township Improvements and Access Upgrade 

Project between the Federal Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, 

Communications and the Arts, and the South Australian Department of Infrastructure and 

Transport. 

Moved by: The Leader of The Nationals in the Senate (Senator McKenzie) 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/390
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Date agreed to: 25 October 2022 

Letters of response provided: 4 November 2022 (raising public interest immunity claims) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Commonwealth and state relations (disclosure of such 

documents would cause prejudice to the relations between the Commonwealth and the states) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (89): 23 November 2022 (requiring the minister to 

comply by midday on 28 November 2022) 

Additional letter of response provided: 28 November 2022 (maintaining the public interest 

immunity claim previously raised) 

Additional motion concerning compliance with order (109): 7 February 2023 (requiring the 

minister to provide an explanation of the failure to comply with the order) 

Explanation provided: 8 February 2023 (maintaining the public interest immunity claim 

previously raised) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 52—Superannuation industry—Payment disclosure requirements 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Assistant Treasurer, by no later than 

midday on Thursday, 27 October 2022, any briefing notes, file notes and emails received by the 

Assistant Treasurer from superannuation industry representatives in relation to changes to the 

superannuation industry payment disclosure requirements. 

Moved by: Senator Bragg 

Date agreed to: 25 October 2022 

Letters of response provided: 31 October 2022 (raising a public interest immunity claim) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Privacy (individuals and organisations have a reasonable 

expectation that representations made to the minister are not put on the public record without proper 

consent and consultation) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (85): 23 November 2022 (requiring the minister to 

comply by midday on 28 November 2022) (statement made) 

Additional letter of response provided: 30 November 2022 (maintaining the public interest 

immunity claim raised previously; advising that Treasury has released a number of documents that 

may assist in response to an FOI request; and providing a link to those documents) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 54—Townsville Enterprise Development Centre—Hells Gates Dam 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, 

Regional Development and Local Government, Senator Watt, by no later than 9.30 am on 

27 October 2022, the business case prepared by the Townsville Enterprise Development Centre for 

the Hells Gates Dam. 

Moved by: Senator Roberts 

Date agreed to: 26 October 2022 

Letters of response provided: 27 October 2022 (providing a link to the business case, which was 

published by the Queensland Government) 

Order not yet complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/722
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2Faf61c9bd-b467-4c35-8c22-585edab14fbc%2F0021;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22%20Day%3A%2223%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/875
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2F6f64d246-2280-49b5-b685-a8689b8df73d%2F0019;orderBy=customrank;page=5;query=Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222023%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansards%2F26439%2F0148%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/693
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2Faf61c9bd-b467-4c35-8c22-585edab14fbc%2F0018;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22%20Day%3A%2223%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansards%2F26120%2F0140;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansards,hansards80,hansardsIndex%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22%20Day%3A%2223%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/900
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/660
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No. 55—Budget 2022-23 

That there be laid on the table, by the Minister representing the Prime Minister and the Minister 

representing the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 

Government, by no later than midday on Thursday, 27 October 2022, all correspondence 

between the Prime Minister and the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 

and Local Government and any Premier, Chief Minister, Treasurer or minister of any state or territory 

government regarding requests for, or approval of, Australian Government funding for projects or 

programs in the 2022-23 Federal Budget announced on 25 October 2022. 

Moved by: Leader of The Nationals in the Senate (Senator McKenzie) 

Date agreed to: 26 October 2022 (statement made) 

Letter of response provided: 3 November 2022 (raising public interest immunity claims) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Commonwealth and state relations (disclosure of such 

documents would cause prejudice to the relations between the Commonwealth and the states) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (90): 23 November 2022 (requiring the minister to 

comply by midday on 28 November 2022) 

Additional letter of response provided: 28 November 2022 (maintaining the public interest 

immunity claim previously raised) 

Additional motion concerning compliance with order (110): 7 February 2023 (requiring the 

minister to provide an explanation of the failure to comply with the order) 

Explanation provided: 9 February 2023 (maintaining the public interest immunity claim 

previously raised) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 56—ASEAN meeting on military medicine 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, by no later than 3 pm on 

Wednesday, 2 November 2022: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs and/or the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022, in relation to: 

(i) Australia’s preparations for co-hosting the 15th meeting of the ASEAN Defence 

Ministers’ Meeting Plus Experts’ Working Group on Military Medicine in Brunei 

Darussalam, scheduled for early November, or 

(ii) the provision of an invitation to the Government of Myanmar to attend the meeting; 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between the Department of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Minister for Foreign Affairs and/or the Minister’s office 

since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) Australia’s preparations for co-hosting the 15th meeting of the ASEAN Defence 

Ministers’ Meeting Plus Experts’ Working Group on Military Medicine in Brunei 

Darussalam, scheduled for early November, or 

(ii) the provision of an invitation to the Government of Myanmar to attend the meeting; 

and 

(c) the written invitation for Myanmar to attend the 15th meeting of the ASEAN Defence 

Ministers’ Meeting Plus Experts’ Working Group on Military Medicine in Brunei Darussalam, 

scheduled for early November. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 26 October 2022 (statement made) 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansards,hansards80,hansardsIndex%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2210%22%20Day%3A%2226%22%20Context_Phrase%3A%22documents%22;rec=13;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/711
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2Faf61c9bd-b467-4c35-8c22-585edab14fbc%2F0022;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22%20Day%3A%2223%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/876
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2F6f64d246-2280-49b5-b685-a8689b8df73d%2F0020;orderBy=customrank;page=5;query=Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222023%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansards%2F26440%2F0109%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansards%2F26117%2F0168;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansards,hansards80,hansardsIndex%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2210%22%20Day%3A%2226%22%20Context_Phrase%3A%22documents%22;rec=13;resCount=Default
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Letter of response provided: 28 November 2022 (there are no documents to return in response to 

the order) 

No documents exist 

No. 57—ASEAN meeting on military medicine 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Defence, by no later 

than 3 pm on Wednesday, 2 November 2022: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by the Department of Defence to the Minister for Defence 

and/or the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) Australia’s preparations for co-hosting the 15th meeting of the ASEAN Defence 

Ministers’ Meeting Plus Experts’ Working Group on Military Medicine in Brunei 

Darussalam, scheduled for early November, and 

(ii) the provision of an invitation to the Government of Myanmar to attend the meeting; 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between the Department of Defence and 

the Minister for Defence and/or the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) Australia’s preparations for co-hosting the 15th meeting of the ASEAN Defence 

Ministers’ Meeting Plus Experts’ Working Group on Military Medicine in Brunei 

Darussalam, scheduled for early November, and 

(ii) the provision of an invitation to the Government of Myanmar to attend the meeting; 

and 

(c) the written invitation for Myanmar to attend the 15th meeting of the ASEAN Defence 

Ministers’ Meeting Plus Experts’ Working Group on Military Medicine in Brunei Darussalam, 

scheduled for early November. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 26 October 2022 (statement made) 

Letter of response and ordered document provided: 28 November 2022 

Order complied with 

No. 58—Wine Tourism and Cellar Door Grant program 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than 3 pm on 

Wednesday, 2 November 2022: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by the Department of the Treasury to the Treasurer and/or the 

Treasurer’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) the Wine Tourism and Cellar Door grants program, or 

(ii) an audit of the program; and 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between Department of the Treasury and 

the Treasurer and/or the Treasurer’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) the Wine Tourism and Cellar Door grants program, or 

(ii) an audit of the program. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 26 October 2022 

Letter of response provided: 3 November 2022 (there are no documents in the scope of the order) 

No documents exist 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/874
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansards%2F26117%2F0168;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansards,hansards80,hansardsIndex%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2210%22%20Day%3A%2226%22%20Context_Phrase%3A%22documents%22;rec=13;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/874
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/714
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No. 59—Wine Tourism and Cellar Door Grant program 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, by no later 

than 3 pm on Wednesday, 2 November 2022: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry to 

the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and/or the Minister’s office since 23 May 

2022 in relation to: 

(i) the Wine Tourism and Cellar Door grants program, or 

(ii) an audit of the program; and 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between the Department of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry and the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and/or the 

Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) the Wine Tourism and Cellar Door grants program; or 

(ii) an audit of the program. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 26 October 2022 

Letter of response provided: 4 November 2022 (seeking more time to comply with order) 

Additional letter of response and ordered documents provided: 21 November 2022 (of the 

eight documents provided, seven have been redacted in part where they contain personal information 

or information not within the scope of the order; and raising a public interest immunity claim with 

respect to the disclosure of a further eight documents) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations 

Order partially complied with 

No. 60—Wine tourism and cellar door grants program 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Trade and Tourism, by no later than 3 pm on 

Wednesday, 2 November 2022: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by Tourism Australia to the Minister for Trade and Tourism 

and/or the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) the Wine Tourism and Cellar Door grants program, or 

(ii) an audit of the program; and 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between Tourism Australia and the 

Minister for Trade and Tourism and/or the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 in relation to: 

(i) the Wine Tourism and Cellar Door grants program, or 

(ii) an audit of the program. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 26 October 2022 

Letter of response provided: 31 October 2022 (there are no documents in the scope of the order) 

No documents exist 

No. 61—Global Methane Pledge 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, by no later 

than midday on 2 November 2022, the following: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (the Department) regarding the Global 

Methane Pledge that was committed to on 23 October 2022 (the GMP); 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/724
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/835
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/695
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(b) any briefing notes, file notes and emails internally within the Department regarding the GMP; 

(c) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Minister for Climate Change and Energy and/or their office, regarding the GMP; 

(d) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Minister for the Environment and Water and/or their office, regarding the GMP; 

(e) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Foreign Minister and/or their office, regarding the GMP; 

(f) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Prime Minister and/or their office, regarding the GMP; 

(g) any modelling conducted by the Department regarding the impact of the GMP; 

(h) any briefing notes, minutes, file notes and emails regarding meetings conducted between the 

Department and stakeholders with reference to the GMP; and 

(i) any briefing notes, minutes, file notes and emails regarding meetings conducted between the 

Minister and/or their office and stakeholders with reference to the GMP. 

Moved by: Senator McDonald 

Date agreed to: 26 October 2022 

Letter of response provided: 3 November 2022 (seeking more time to comply with the order) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (99): 28 November 2022 (requiring the minister to 

comply by midday on 1 December 2022) 

Additional letter of response and documents provided: 14 February 2023 (with redaction of 

personal and identifying information has been redacted; and additional redaction of material on 

public interest grounds) 

Public interest immunity claims raised:  

• Damage to commercial interests 

• Impact on future stakeholder engagement 

Order partially complied with 

No. 62—Global Methane Pledge 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Climate Change and 

Energy, Senator Wong, by no later than midday on 2 November 2022, the following: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (the Department) 

regarding the Global Methane Pledge that was committed to on 23 October 2022 (the GMP); 

(b) any briefing notes, file notes and emails internally within the Department regarding the GMP; 

(c) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Minister for the Environment and Water and/or their office, regarding the GMP; 

(d) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Foreign Minister and/or their office, regarding the GMP; 

(e) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Prime Minister and/or their office, regarding the GMP; 

(f) any modelling conducted by the Department regarding the impact of the GMP; 

(g) any briefing notes, minutes, file notes and emails regarding meetings conducted between the 

Department and stakeholders with reference to the GMP; and 

(h) Any briefing notes, minutes, file notes and emails regarding meetings conducted between the 

Minister and/or their office and stakeholders with reference to the GMP. 

(i) between the Minister and/or their office and stakeholders with reference to the GMP. 

Moved by: Senator McDonald 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/712
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2F8ce10cbe-f659-449e-9ada-65ecc4217798%2F0022;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22%20Day%3A%2228%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1130
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Date agreed to: 26 October 2022 

Letter of response provided: 3 November 2022 (seeking more time to comply with order) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (98): 28 November 2022 (requiring the minister to 

comply by midday on 1 December 2022) 

Additional letter of response and ordered documents provided: 14 February 2023 

(providing relevant documents within scope of the order, with redaction of personal and identifying 

information; and on other public interest grounds) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations 

• Prejudice to international relations 

• Damage to commercial interests 

• Impact on future stakeholder engagement 

Order partially complied with 

No. 69—Gabba stadium project 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, 

Regional Development and Local Government, by no later than midday on 3 November 2022, 

all correspondence, briefing materials, emails, plans, proposals, file notes, meeting minutes and 

minutes between the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 

Communications and the Arts or the Minister and their office and: 

(a) the Queensland Premier, Treasurer, Minister for Education, Minister for Public Works and 

Procurement and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and 

Planning and their offices; and 

(b) the Queensland Departments of the Premier and Cabinet, Treasury, Education, Public Works 

and Procurement, and State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning; 

in relation to the Gabba Stadium project and impacts on East Brisbane State School. 

Moved by: Senator Allman-Payne 

Date agreed to: 27 October 2022 

Letter of response provided: 4 November 2022 (raising a public interest immunity claim) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Commonwealth and state relations (disclosure of such 

documents would cause prejudice to the relations between the Commonwealth and the states) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (92): 24 November 2022 (requiring the minister to 

comply by midday on 29 November 2022) 

Additional letter of response provided: 29 November 2022 (maintaining the public interest 

immunity claim previously raised) 

Additional motion concerning compliance with order (120): 7 February 2023 (requiring the 

minister to provide an explanation of the failure to comply with the order)  

Explanation provided: 8 February 2023 (maintaining the public interest immunity claim 

previously raised) 

Order not yet complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/713
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2F8ce10cbe-f659-449e-9ada-65ecc4217798%2F0022;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22%20Day%3A%2228%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1128
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/721
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2Fd4aab251-393f-4c00-a3e4-780586d4c268%2F0009;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Content%3A%22gabba%20stadium%22%20Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical;rec=0;resCount=Default
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No. 73—Fuel excise 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than 3 pm on 

Thursday, 1 December 2022: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes and emails provided by the Treasury to the Treasurer and/or to 

his office since 30 May 2022 in relation to the reintroduction of the full fuel excise from 

29 September 2022 and monitoring activities undertaken by the Australian Competition and 

Consumer Commission (ACCC); 

(b) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Treasury and the ACCC since 30 May 

2022 in relation to the reintroduction of the full fuel excise from 29 September 2022 and 

monitoring activities undertaken by the ACCC; and 

(c) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Treasurer and the ACCC since 30 May 

2022 in relation to the reintroduction of the full fuel excise from 29 September 2022 and 

monitoring activities undertaken by the ACCC. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 21 November 2022 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 9 December 2022 (five documents 

falling within the scope of the order were provided; and the minister claimed public interest immunity 

over a further document) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations 

Order partially complied with 

No. 77—Questions on notice—Answers 

That— 

(a) the Senate notes that, as at 3 pm on 18 November 2022, there were 103 overdue questions on 

notice; and 

(b) there be laid on the table by the Leader of the Government in the Senate, by no later than 

5 pm on Monday, 28 November 2022, answers to all 103 overdue questions on notice. 

Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 21 November 2022 

Letter of response provided: 30 November 2022 (the Government will continue to answer 

questions placed on notice according to the timelines set by the Senate where they are able to do so) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 83—Small business—Skills and training boost—Technology investment 

boost 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Small Business, by no 

later than midday on 25 November 2022: 

(a) all submissions received by Treasury and associated agencies that were provided as part of the 

consultation process for the following: 

(i) Treasury Laws Amendment (Measures for Consultation) Bill 2022: Skills and training 

boost, and 

(ii) Treasury Laws Amendment (Measures for Consultation) Bill 2022: Technology 

investment boost; 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/926
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/898
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(b) briefing materials, file notes and any written communication produced by Treasury that were 

provided to the Minister for Small Business and/or her office in relation to the consultation 

on the following bills: 

(i) Treasury Laws Amendment (Measures for Consultation) Bill 2022: Skills and training 

boost, and 

(ii) Treasury Laws Amendment (Measures for Consultation) Bill 2022: Technology 

investment boost; and 

(c) briefing materials, file notes, ministerial submissions and any written communication 

produced by Treasury that were provided to the Minister for Small Business and/or her office 

to assist in decision making on the following bills: 

(i) Treasury Laws Amendment (Measures for Consultation) Bill 2022: Skills and training 

boost, and 

(ii) Treasury Laws Amendment (Measures for Consultation) Bill 2022: Technology 

investment boost. 

Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 22 November 2022 

Letter of response provided: 28 November 2022 (documents relevant to the request have been 

identified but additional time is required to finalise the process) 

Additional letter of response provided: 14 December 2022 (raising public interest immunity 

claims) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Impact on future stakeholder engagement (disclosure of 

information received on a confidential basis is likely to erode stakeholder confidence in the 

consultation process) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 86—Crypto asset secondary service providers—Licensing and custody 

regime 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Assistant Treasurer, by no later than 

5 pm on Tuesday, 29 November 2022, the following documents in relation to the consultation on 

‘Crypto asset secondary service providers: Licensing and custody requirements’, commenced by the 

Treasury on 21 March 2022: 

(a) all briefings provided to the Assistant Treasurer by the Treasury relating to the Treasury 

consultation, received between 21 May and 29 November 2022; 

(b) all documents detailing any policy options that have been recommended to the Assistant 

Treasurer by the Treasury relating to the Treasury consultation, received between 21 May and 

29 November 2022; 

(c) any draft legislation that has been developed by the Treasury to implement the policy 

recommendations specified in paragraph (b), between 21 May and 29 November 2022; 

(d) all documents and/or correspondence between the Assistant Treasurer and the Treasury 

detailing a determination on why submissions to the Treasury consultation have not been 

uploaded to the Treasury website received between 21 May and 29 November 2022; 

(e) all submissions provided to the Treasury consultation; and 

(f) all documents, briefings and/or correspondence detailing meetings between the Assistant 

Treasurer and the Treasury regarding this Treasury consultation, between 21 May and 29 

November 2022.  

Moved by: Senator Bragg 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/872
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/933
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Date agreed to: 23 November 2022 (statement made) 

Letter of response provided: 30 November 2022 (it would be an unreasonable diversion of 

resources to respond within the timeline provided, but the minister trusts upcoming responses to an 

FOI request and question on notice will assist the Senate) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 87—Budget 2022-23—Budget Process Operational Rules 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Finance, by no later than midday on Monday, 

28 November 2022: 

(a) a copy of the Budget Process Operational Rules used in the formation of the 2022-23 October 

Budget (BPORs); 

(b) any briefings, minutes or advice provided to the Minister for Finance by the Department of 

Finance relating to the BPORs and amendments to the BPORs since 22 May 2022; and 

(c) any letter, email, communique or other document that accompanied the BPORs when they 

were issued as advice to agencies. 

Moved by: Senator Hume 

Date agreed to: 23 November 2022 

Letter of response and documents provided: 28 November 2022 (attaching documents related 

to paragraphs (a) and (c); and raising a public interest immunity claim in relation to paragraph (b)) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (briefings provided to 

the Finance Minister in the context of Budget preparations may have the effect of disclosing the 

deliberations of Cabinet, and compromise the ability of the APS to confidentially brief Cabinet 

Ministers) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 96—Family Assistance Legislation Amendment (Cheaper Child Care) Bill 

2022—Modelling and analysis 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Education, by no later 

than 2 pm on 29 November 2022, modelling and analysis that was conducted by the Department 

of the Treasury into the potential economic impact and increase in workforce participation resulting 

from the Family Assistance Legislation Amendment (Cheaper Child Care) Bill 2022 (as discussed by 

Department of the Treasury officials on 2 November 2022 at a public hearing of the Education and 

Employment Legislation Committee). 

Moved by: Leader of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation (Senator Hanson) 

Date agreed to: 28 November 2022 (statement tabled) 

Letter of response provided: 29 November 2022 (raising a public interest immunity claim with 

respect to the documents ordered) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (the advice was 

prepared by the Treasury to inform and support Cabinet decision-making and was also used by the 

Education department for the purpose of preparing a Cabinet submission and determining the advice 

it provided to Cabinet) 

Order not yet complied with 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Content%3A86%20Dataset%3Ahansards,hansards80,hansardsIndex%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/897
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/877
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/879
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/891
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No. 97—Family Assistance Legislation Amendment (Cheaper Child Care) Bill 

2022—Legal advice 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Education, by no later 

than 2 pm on 29 November 2022, legal advice that was provided to the Government regarding the 

requirement in the Family Assistance Legislation Amendment (Cheaper Child Care) Bill 2022 for early 

childhood education and care providers to collect gap fees via electronic funds transfer, particularly as 

this relates to the restriction of the use of legal tender and coinage (as mentioned by Senator Chisholm 

in the Senate on 21 November 2022). 

Moved by: Leader of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation (Senator Hanson) 

Date agreed to: 28 November 2022 (statement made) 

Letter of response provided: 29 November 2022 (raising a public interest immunity claim with 

respect to the documents ordered) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of privileged legal advice 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 100—Australian banknotes—Effigy of Sovereign 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than midday 

on Wednesday, 30 November 2022, any briefing notes, file notes, emails or other records of 

interaction between the Reserve Bank of Australia and: 

(a) the Treasurer and/or his office; 

(b) the Assistant Minister for Competition, Charities and Treasury and/or his office; or 

(c) the Department of the Treasury since 30 May 2022; 

in relation to changes and/or potential changes to the effigy of the Sovereign on Australian banknotes. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 28 November 2022 

Letter of response provided: 30 November 2022 (there are no documents in scope of the order) 

No documents exist 

No. 103—Australian Packaging Covenant—Collective impact report 

(1) That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment 

and Water, by no later than midday on 1 December 2022, the following documents: 

(a) any review conducted in 2022 of the Australian Packaging Covenant Organisation 

(APCO) National Packaging Targets 2025, including any draft document provided to 

the Minister or the Department in respect of same, or any document that pertains to 

any update of the collective impact report released in November 2021; and 

(b) any briefing or advice prepared for the Minister in 2022 that relates to updating the 

APCO 2025 targets since the 2021 Collective Impact report. 

(2) If the Senate is not sitting when the documents are ready for presentation, the documents are 

to be presented to the President under standing order 166. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 29 November 2022 

Letter of response provided: 2 December 2022 (noting that more time will be required to comply 

and that a detailed response will be provided by 15 December 2022) 

Order documents provided: 16 December 2022 

Order complied with 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fhansards%2F26122%2F0199;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Content%3A97%20Dataset%3Ahansards,hansards80,hansardsIndex%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222022%22%20Month%3A%2211%22%20Day%3A%2228%22;rec=3;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/891
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/905
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/911
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/949
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No. 104—Australian Packaging Covenant—National packaging targets 

(1) That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment 

and Water, by no later than midday on 1 December 2022, the following documents: 

(a) any correspondence or communication since 18 November 2021 between the Minister 

or Department and Australian Packaging Covenant Organisation (APCO) in relation to 

the 2025 National Packaging Targets; and 

(b) the list of stakeholders that APCO has contacted in the course of its 2022 review or 

intends to contact. 

(2) If the Senate is not sitting when the documents are ready for presentation, the documents are 

to be presented to the President under standing order 166. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 29 November 2022 

Letter of response provided: 2 December 2022 (noting that more time will be required to comply 

and that a detailed response will be provided by 15 December 2022) 

Order documents provided: 16 December 2022 

Order complied with 

No. 106—Budget 2022-23—Infrastructure projects 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, 

Regional Development and Local Government, by no later than 1 pm on Thursday, 1 December 

2022, the following documents: 

(a) all correspondence from the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 

Local Government to state and territory infrastructure and transport ministers regarding 

funding decisions in the October 2022-23 Budget for infrastructure projects in each respective 

jurisdiction; 

(b) all correspondence received by the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 

Development and Local Government from state and territory infrastructure and transport 

ministers in response to correspondence in paragraph (a); and 

(c) copies of the tables prepared by the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 

Development, Communications and the Arts for each state and territory, outlining projects 

under the Infrastructure Investment Program – Australian Government committed projects as 

at October Budget 2022-23. 

Moved by: Leader of The Nationals in the Senate (Senator McKenzie) 

Date agreed to: 29 November 2022 

Letter of response provided: 2 December 2022 (paragraphs (a) and (b), raising a public interest 

immunity claim; paragraph (c), providing a link to where the information will be published online 

once agreed to by jurisdictions; and stating that over 900 pages of information has been provided 

during the consideration of estimates in response to requests for similar information) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Commonwealth and state relations (disclosure would 

harm the Commonwealth’s ongoing relationship with a state government on this and future 

infrastructure funding arrangements) 

Order not yet complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/911
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/949
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/909


25 
 

No. 107—Great Barrier Reef—Reactive monitoring mission 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 

Water, by no later than 8 pm on 30 November 2022, the Commonwealth Government’s written 

response to the report on the Joint World Heritage Centre/IUCN, Reactive monitoring mission to the 

Great Barrier Reef (Australia) 2022, which was issued on or about 12 September 2022. 

Moved by: Senator McKim 

Date agreed to: 30 November 2022 

Letter of response and ordered document provided: 16 December 2022 

Order complied with 

No. 113—Child Care Subsidy activity test 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Education, by no later 

than 9.30 am on Thursday, 8 December 2022, any modelling, costing or analysis that has been 

conducted by the Department of the Treasury or the Department of Education in relation to 

modifications to and/or the removal of the Child Care Subsidy activity test since 1 January 2022. 

Moved by: Senator Faruqi  

Date agreed to: 1 December 2022 (statement made) 

Letter of response provided: 8 December 2022 (raising a public interest immunity claim in 

response to the documents ordered; and noting that senators may wish to use the Parliamentary 

Budget Office services) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (the advice is 

information prepared by the department for the purpose of preparing a submission to Cabinet, and to 

inform and support Cabinet decision-making) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 114—Bracknell Community Hall grant award 

That— 

(a) there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Infrastructure, 

Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, by no later than 3 February 

2023, the following documents: 

(i) the application/s made by Meander Valley Council (Tasmania) in respect of the 

community development grant award GA171062 (Bracknell Community Hall 

Upgrade), 

(ii) any assessments of the grant application/s for GA171062, 

(iii) any grant agreement in respect of grant award GA171062, 

(iv) any payment schedule for the grant award GA171062, 

(v) any progress reports, ad hoc reports and completion report submitted in respect of 

grant award GA171062, 

(vi) any financial declaration and audited financial acquittal report submitted in respect of 

grant award GA171062, 

(vii) any grant agreement variation submitted in respect of grant award GA171062, 

(viii) any record of compliance visits in respect of grant award GA171062, 

(ix) any evaluation/s completed in respect of grant award GA171062, and 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/952
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Content%3A113%20Dataset%3Ahansards,hansards80,hansardsIndex;rec=1;resCount=Default
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/923
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(x) any correspondence between the applicant and the then Department of Infrastructure, 

Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts in respect of the 

grant award; and 

(b) if the Senate is not sitting when the documents are ready for presentation, the documents are 

to be presented to the President under standing order 166. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 1 December 2022 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 7 February 2023 (with redaction of 

parts of the documents on public interest grounds; and stating that no documents exist with respect to 

paragraphs (viii) and (ix)) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Commercial confidentiality (the documents contain 

financial and personal details of third-party organisations that could reasonably be expected to 

damage the commercial interests of those parties) 

Order substantially complied with 

2023 

No. 123—Budget process operational rules 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Finance, by no later than midday on 

Wednesday, 8 February 2023: 

(a) a copy of the current Budget Process Operational Rules (BPORs) used on the formation of the 

2023-24 Budget; 

(b) any briefings, minutes or advice provided to the Minister for Finance by the Department of 

Finance relating to the BPORs and amendments to the BPORs since 18 June 2022; and 

(c) any letter, email, communique or other document that accompanied the BPORs when they 

were issued after 17 June 2022 as advice to agencies. 

Moved by: Senator Hume 

Date agreed to: 7 February 2023 (statement made) 

Letter of response provided: 8 February 2023 (raising a public interest immunity claim; and 

stating that once the Budget is delivered, the Government will consider further requests for the rules) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (release of the 

BPORs and any accompanying documents, and briefings provided in the context of Budget 

deliberations, could compromise the ability of the APS to confidentially brief Cabinet ministers and 

impact the functioning of government) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (156):9 February 2023 (requiring the minister to 

comply as soon as possible) (statement made) 

Additional letter of response provided: 13 February 2023 (restating the public interest 

immunity claim previously raised, and stating that the minister will be in a position to release the rules 

after the delivery of the 2023-24 Budget) 

Additional motion concerning compliance with order (165): 8 March 2023 (requiring the 

minister to provide an explanation of the failure to comply with the order) 

Further motion concerning compliance with order (227): 10 May 2023 (requiring the 

minister to comply with the order as soon as possible, and by no later than 5 pm on 11 May 2023) 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1063
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansards%2F26438%2F0129%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1090
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2F329741f5-9a3d-4209-a660-6cb90acf3289%2F0019%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansards%2F26440%2F0085%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1123
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2Fdd2a83aa-0457-4fce-9edb-95bed201ffe1%2F0017%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber%2Fjournals%2F1afd4d60-898c-437a-a234-f4fdaa59e323%2F0019;orderBy=customrank;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ajournals,journalshistorical%20Decade%3A%222020s%22%20Year%3A%222023%22%20Month%3A%2205%22%20Day%3A%2210%22;rec=0;resCount=Default
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Further letter of response provided: 12 May 2023 (indicating that the BPORs have been publicly 

release on the department’s website, including a link) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 124—Parliament—Cost of sitting 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Finance, by no later than 5 pm on 9 March 

2023, the total cost in relation to the recalling of Parliament for the unscheduled sitting on 

15 December 2022, including a breakdown of the costs in relation to the following categories: 

(a) parliamentarian travel allowance; 

(b) parliamentarian airfares; 

(c) parliamentarian Commonwealth car, cabcharge and rideshare expenses; 

(d) staff travel allowance; 

(e) staff airfares; 

(f) staff cabcharge and rideshare expenses; 

(g) any additional staffing requirements (including, but not limited to, security services, 

attendants, restaurants and catering staff); and 

(h) any other costs in relation to the recalling of Parliament. 

Moved by: Senator Roberts 

Date agreed to: 6 March 2023 

Letter of response provided: 9 March 2023 (the information is held by the Department of Finance 

and IPEA, it is not possible to accurately quantify the costs listed in this order) 

Order not yet complied with (see also order no. 188) 

No. 126—Credit rating 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than midday 

on Thursday, 9 February 2022: 

(a) a copy of all reports by Moody’s Corporation, Fitch Ratings Inc., and S&P Global (or an affiliate 

or subsidiary of any of the aforementioned) received by the Treasury or the Treasurer’s office 

relating to the Commonwealth of Australia’s credit rating since 22 May 2022; and 

(b) a copy of all associated briefing materials, minutes, memorandums and other related 

documents produced by the Treasury for the Treasurer or his office relating to the 

Commonwealth of Australia’s credit rating. 

Moved by: Senator Hume 

Date agreed to: 7 February 2023 

Letter of response provided: 9 February 2023 (stating that officials are progressing the request 

but additional time is required) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (172): 8 March 2023 (requiring the minister to 

comply with the order by no later than midday on Thursday, 9 March 2023) 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 9 March 2023 (paragraph (a)—attaching 

seven documents identified as within scope; paragraph (b)—attaching 12 documents within scope, 

with redaction of personal information and unrelated material; and raising public interest immunity 

claims with respect to information on particular pages concerning paragraph (b)) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Protection of market sensitive information (such information is fundamental to the stability and 

integrity of financial markets) 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/2077
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1364
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1107
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• Impact on future stakeholder engagement (documents contain information regarding 

confidential discussions with rating agencies and disclosure would adversely affect current and 

future relationships with these partners) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 129—Australian Public Service employee census 2022 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for the Public Service, by no later than 2 pm on 

Thursday, 9 February 2023, the Australian Public Service employee census 2022 highlights report 

for the following national collecting and cultural institutions: 

(a) National Gallery of Australia; 

(b) National Portrait Gallery; 

(c) Australian National Maritime Museum; 

(d) Bundanon Trust; 

(e) Australian War Memorial; and 

(f) the Questacon division of the Department of Industry, Science and Resources. 

Moved by: Senator David Pocock 

Date agreed to: 7 February 2023 

Letter of response and documents provided: 9 February 2023 (paragraphs (a) (c) (e) and (f) – 

reports provided ; paragraph (b) – the agency did not participate in the 2022 APS employee census; 

paragraph (d) – the Trust is not an APS agency therefore no reports exist) 

Order complied with 

No. 131—Budget estimates 2022-23—Unanswered questions on notice 

That— 

(a) the Senate notes that, as at 9 am on Monday, 6 February 2023, 567 questions on notice from 

the October and November 2022-23 Budget estimates remain unanswered and are overdue: 

(i) Prime Minister and Cabinet, 143 questions, 

(ii) Social Services, 118 questions, 

(iii) Employment and Workplace Relations, 108 questions, 

(iv) Treasury, 52 questions, 

(v) Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts, 

38 questions, 

(vi) Finance, 32 questions, 

(vii) Health and Aged Care, 26 questions, 

(viii) Foreign Affairs and Trade, 20 questions, 

(ix) Attorney-General’s, 19 questions, 

(x) Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, 8 questions, 

(xi) Industry, Science and Resources, 2 questions, and 

(xii) Defence, 1 question; 

(b) there be laid on the table by the Leader of the Government in the Senate, by no later than 

9 am on Friday, 10 February 2023, the answers to all 567 unanswered questions on notice 

from the October and November 2022-23 Budget estimates; and 

(c) if the Senate is not sitting when the documents are ready for presentation, the documents are 

to be presented to the President under standing order 166. 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1106
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Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 7 February 2023 

Letter of response provided: 10 February 2023 (providing statistics on the answering of estimates 

questions on notice) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 133—Goods and Services Tax—Western Australia 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than midday 

on Monday, 20 February 2023, any briefing notes, file notes, emails, correspondence or other 

records of interaction since 23 May 2022 between: 

(a) the Commonwealth Grants Commission and the Treasurer and/or the Treasurer’s office; 

(b) the Department of the Treasury and the Treasurer and/or the Treasurer’s office; 

(c) the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Treasurer and/or the Treasurer’s 

office; or 

(d) the Treasurer and/or the Treasurer’s office and state or territory treasurers and/or the offices 

of state or territory treasurers; 

in relation to: 

(e) the distribution of GST revenue; 

(f) the GST formula; 

(g) the statutory review of the operation of the Treasury Laws Amendment (Making Sure Every 

State and Territory Gets Their Fair Share of GST) Act 2018, required by section 4 of that Act; 

or 

(h) Western Australia’s 70 cent GST floor. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 7 February 2023 

Letter of response provided: 6 March 2023 (stating that officials are progressing the request but 

additional time is required) 

Additional letter of response and ordered documents provided: 22 March 2023 (attaching 

four documents falling within the scope of the order with redactions, including of information not 

directly related to the order, and claiming public interest immunity over two further documents within 

scope) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Commonwealth and state relations (the documents 

would disclose the deliberations of the Council on Federal Financial Relations and National Cabinet 

and adversely affect Commonwealth-State relations) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 134—Goods and Services Tax—Western Australia 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Finance, by no later than midday on Monday, 

20 February 2023, any briefing notes, file notes, emails, correspondence or other records of 

interaction since 23 May 2022 between: 

(a) the Commonwealth Grants Commission and the Minister for Finance and/or the Minister’s 

office; 

(b) the Department of the Treasury and the Minister for Finance and/or the Minister’s office; 

(c) the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Minister for Finance and/or the 

Minister’s office; or 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1108
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(d) the Minister for Finance and/or the Minister’s office and state or territory ministers for 

Finance and/or the offices of state or territory ministers for finance; 

in relation to: 

(e) the distribution of GST revenue; 

(f) the GST formula; 

(g) the statutory review of the operation of the Treasury Laws Amendment (Making Sure Every 

State and Territory Gets Their Fair Share of GST) Act 2018, required by section 4 of that Act; 

or 

(h) Western Australia’s 70 cent GST floor. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 7 February 2023 

Letter of response provided: 23 February 2023 (there are no documents in the scope of the order) 

No documents exist 

No. 135—Goods and Services Tax—Western Australia 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Prime Minister, by no later than 

midday on Monday, 20 February 2023, any briefing notes, file notes, emails, correspondence or 

other records of interaction since 23 May 2022 between: 

(a) the Commonwealth Grants Commission and the Prime Minister and/or the Department of the 

Prime Minister and Cabinet; 

(b) the Department of the Treasury and the Prime Minister and/or the Department of the Prime 

Minister and Cabinet; 

(c) the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Minister for Finance and/or the 

Minister’s office, or 

(d) the Prime Minister and/or the Prime Minister’s office and state or territory premiers or chief 

ministers for Finance and/or the offices of state or territory premiers or chief ministers; 

in relation to: 

(e) the distribution of GST revenue; 

(f) the GST formula; 

(g) the statutory review of the operation of the Treasury Laws Amendment (Making Sure Every 

State and Territory Gets Their Fair Share of GST) Act 2018, required by section 4 of that Act; 

or 

(h) Western Australia’s 70 cent GST floor. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 7 February 2023 

Motion concerning compliance with order (191): 22 March 2023 (requiring the minister to 

comply by midday on 27 March 2023) 

Letter of response provided: 27 March 2023 (stating that it will not be possible to produce the 

documents requested in accordance with the deadline, and it is the minister’s expectation that the 

order will be complied with by 30 March 2023) 

Additional letter of response and ordered documents provided: 30 March 2023 (attaching 

the relevant documents relating to the request, with redaction of material outside scope, and the 

names and contact details of junior officers and officials in the APS) 

Order complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1142
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No. 137—National Reconstruction Fund 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Industry and Science, by 

no later than 2 pm on 8 February 2023, all submissions received by the Department of Industry, 

Science and Resources as part of the National Reconstruction Fund consultation process. 

Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 7 February 2023 

Letter of response provided: 8 February 2023 (stating that all submissions (other than those 

submitted on a confidential basis) will be published online ahead of the deadline for the order but that 

the minister will not be able to meet the deadline for delivery of hard copies and will provide them as 

soon as practicable; and declining to provide the confidential submissions on public interest grounds) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Impact on future stakeholder engagement (tabling 

private submissions would negatively impact the Government’s ability to conduct effective 

consultation on other policy matters in the future) 

Ordered documents provided: 15 February 2023 (the public submissions, with redaction of 

personal information) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 138—Livestock exports—Independent observer reports 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, by no later 

than midday on 13 February 2023, all independent observer reports relating to voyages of 

livestock export ships in 2022 which were not published on the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 

and Forestry’s website as of 6 February 2023. 

Moved by: Senator Faruqi 

Date agreed to: 8 February 2023 

Ordered documents provided: 13 February 2023 (documents considered to be in scope relating to 

the order) 

Order complied with 

No. 139—Samuel Review 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 

Water, by no later than midday on Wednesday, 8 March 2023: 

(a) a list of formal meetings attended personally by the Minister for the Environment and Water 

since 29 October 2022 inclusive, in relation to the Government’s Samuel Review response and 

the proposed establishment of an Environment Protection Authority; and 

(b) a list of formal meetings attended by staff of the Minister for the Environment and Water since 

29 October 2022 inclusive, in relation to the Government’s Samuel Review response and the 

proposed establishment of an Environment Protection Authority. 

Moved by: Senator Duniam 

Date agreed to: 8 February 2023 

Ordered documents provided: 8 March 2023 

Order complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1092
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No. 140—Budget 2022-23—Environmental Defenders Office and 

Environmental Justice Australia 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 

Water, by no later than midday on Wednesday, 8 March 2023: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water (DCCEEW) to the Minister for the Environment and Water and/or 

the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 inclusive, in relation to: 

(i) the provision of government funding in the October 2022 Federal Budget to the 

Environmental Defenders Office, and 

(ii) the provision of government funding in the October 2022 Federal Budget to 

Environmental Justice Australia; 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between DCCEEW and the Minister for 

the Environment and Water and/or the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 inclusive, in 

relation to: 

(i) the provision of government funding in the October 2022 Federal Budget to the 

Environmental Defenders Office; and 

(ii) the provision of government funding in the October 2022 Federal Budget to 

Environmental Justice Australia. 

Moved by: Senator Duniam 

Date agreed to: 8 February 2023 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 8 March 2023 (enclosing records of text 

messages between the CFO and the minister’s office, and answers to 2 questions on notice from the 

2022-23 Budget estimates hearings; with redaction of personal identifying information, and stating 

that certain documents would be withheld from release on public interest immunity grounds) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (the documents 

would disclose the deliberations of Cabinet which have not been officially published) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 141—Burrup Peninsula—World heritage listing 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 

Water, by no later than midday on Wednesday, 8 March 2023: 

(a) any briefing materials provided by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water (DCCEEW) to the Minister for the Environment and Water and/or 

the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 inclusive in relation to the potential World Heritage 

listing of areas of the Burrup Peninsula; and 

(b) any emails, file notes or other records of interactions between DCCEEW and the Minister for 

the Environment and Water and/or the Minister’s office since 23 May 2022 inclusive in 

relation to the potential World Heritage listing of areas of the Burrup Peninsula. 

Moved by: Senator Duniam 

Date agreed to: 8 February 2023 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 8 March 2023 

Order complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1347
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No. 144—Organics market—Regulation 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, by no later 

than 2 pm on 22 February 2023, the following: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office, and the 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry regarding a domestic organic standard or 

regulation for Australia since 1 June 2022; 

(b) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office with the 

Treasurer regarding a domestic organic standard or regulation for Australia since 1 June 2022; 

(c) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office with the 

Assistant Treasurer regarding a domestic organic standard or regulation for Australia since 

1 June 2022; 

(d) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office with the 

Minister for Health and Aged Care regarding a domestic organic standard or regulation for 

Australia since 1 June 2022; 

(e) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/ or their office with the 

Minister for Trade and Tourism regarding a domestic organic standard or regulation for 

Australia since 1 June 2022; 

(f) any briefing notes, file notes and emails between the Minister and/or their office with the 

Prime Minister regarding a domestic organic standard or regulation for Australia; 

(g) any briefing notes, file notes and emails regarding a domestic organic standard or regulation 

for Australia for meetings with the industry; and 

(h) any correspondence to and from industry organisations regarding a domestic organic standard 

or regulation for Australia. 

Moved by: Leader of The Nationals in the Senate (Senator McKenzie) 

Date agreed to: 8 February 2023 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 7 March 2023 

Motion concerning compliance with order (205): 27 March 2023 (requiring the minister to 

provide an explanation of the response to the order at 3.30 pm on 28 March 2023) 

Explanation and additional documents provided: 28 March 2023 (additional documents 

within scope of the order) 

Order complied with 

No. 147—Building Community forums 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than midday 

on Monday, 20 February 2023, the following documents relating to the Building Community 

forums: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes, emails, correspondence or other records of interaction since 

23 May 2022 between: 

(i) the Department of the Treasury and the Assistant Minister for Competition, Charities 

and Treasury or his office, or 

(ii) the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Assistant Minister for 

Competition, Charities and Treasury or his office, 

in relation to: 

(iii) the invitations sent to all invitees to the forums, and 

(iv) the criteria used to determine which stakeholders would be considered as ‘charity 

leaders’ to be invited to the forums (as described in a social media post made by the 

Assistant Minister on 15 August 2022); 
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(b) a copy of all of the invitations sent to all invitees to the forums; 

(c) a copy of all visual presentations used and/or materials distributed at the forums; 

(d) any follow up briefing notes, file notes, emails, correspondence or other records of interaction 

from the forums; and 

(e) the cost breakdown for each forum, including but not limited to: 

(i) venue hire, 

(ii) transport, 

(iii) catering, and 

(iv) travel costs. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 8 February 2023 

Letter of response and documents provided: 1 March 2023 (with regards to paragraph (d) the 

minister notes that he does not have permission from the senders to share the documents; in relation 

to paragraph (e) the regular expenditure reports provided by the Independent Parliamentary Expenses 

Authority are the appropriate mechanism for transparency and accountability regarding work-related 

travel of parliamentarians) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 149—Home loan interest rates 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than midday 

on Friday, 10 February 2023, the following documents relating to the rollover of fixed rate 

mortgages to variable rate mortgages: 

(a) any briefing notes, file notes, emails, correspondence or other records of interaction since 

30 January 2023 between: 

(i) the Department of the Treasury and the Treasurer or his office, 

(ii) the Department of the Treasury and the Reserve Bank of Australia, 

(iii) the Department of the Treasury and the Australian Bureau of Statistics, or 

(iv) the Department of the Treasury and the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority; 

in relation to: 

(b) data collection relating to new home loan lending, by fixed and variable interest rate; 

(c) lending data from the Economic and Financial Statistics collection mentioning Australian 

mortgage holders due to switch from fixed to variable interest rates; and 

(d) Reserve Bank of Australia internal data referring to a number or value of loans by interest rate 

type. 

Moved by: Senator Dean Smith 

Date agreed to: 9 February 2023 

Letters of response provided: 14 February 2023 and 6 March 2023 (stating that Treasury officials 

are actively progressing the request, but additional time is required) 

Additional letter of response provided: 20 March 2023 (attaching two records meeting the 

criteria in the order, with the redaction of information: 

• to comply with data confidentiality and secrecy provisions in the Australian Prudential 

Regulation Authority Act 1998; 

• that is personal in nature; and 

• outside the scope of the order) 

Order substantially complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1223
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No. 150—Petroleum Exploration Permit 11 

(1) That the following documents be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for 

Resources, by no later than 5 pm on 3 March 2023: 

(a) all requests for advice from the minister’s office to the Department of Industry, Science 

and Resources in respect of Petroleum Exploration Permit 11 (PEP-11) and subsequent 

responses; 

(b) any brief to the new Minister for Resources specifically in relation to the advice, legal 

or otherwise, on PEP-11; and 

(c) any briefing notes, minutes, file notes and emails regarding meetings conducted 

between the Minister and/or department and stakeholders (including any employee or 

non-executive director of Asset Energy, Advent Energy, MEC Resources, BPH Energy 

and Grandbridge Limited) with reference to PEP-11. 

(2) If the Senate is not sitting when the documents are ready for presentation, the documents are 

to be presented to the President under standing order 166. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 9 February 2023 

Letter of response and document provided: 7 March 2023 (raising public interest immunity 

claims) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations 

• Disclosure of privileged legal advice 

• Disclosure may prejudice future decisions on PEP-11 

Order partially complied with 

No. 151—Petroleum Exploration Permit 11 

(1) That the following documents be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Prime 

Minister, by no later than 5 pm on 3 March 2023: 

(a) all requests for advice from the Prime Minister’s office to any government department 

in respect of Petroleum Exploration Permit 11 (PEP-11) and subsequent responses; 

(b) any brief to the new Prime Minister specifically in relation to the advice, legal or 

otherwise, on PEP-11; and 

(c) any briefing notes, minutes, file notes and emails regarding meetings conducted 

between the Minister and/or relevant department and stakeholders (including any 

employee or non-executive director of Asset Energy, Advent Energy, MEC Resources, 

BPH Energy and Grandbridge Limited) with reference to PEP-11. 

(2) If the Senate is not sitting when the documents are ready for presentation, the documents are 

to be presented to the President under standing order 166. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 9 February 2023 

Letter of response and document provided: 7 March 2023 (raising public interest immunity 

claims) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations 

• Disclosure of privileged legal advice 

• Disclosure may prejudice future decisions on PEP-11 

Order partially complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1340
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No. 153—Bunbury Outer Ring Road project—Cost assessment 

That the final independent cost assessment for the Bunbury Outer Ring Road project be laid on the 

table by the Minister representing the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 

and Local Government, by no later than 5 pm on Friday, 10 February 2023. 

Moved by: Senator Hanson-Young 

Date agreed to: 9 February 2023 

Letter of response provided: 8 March 2023 (raising public interest immunity claims) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Commonwealth and state relations (disclosure of such 

documents would cause prejudice to the relations between the Commonwealth and the states, and 

harm the Commonwealth’s ongoing relationship with state governments on this and future 

infrastructure funding arrangements) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 154—Bunbury Outer Ring Road project—Cost assessment 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 

Water, by no later than 5 pm on Friday, 10 February 2023, in relation to the Bunbury Outer 

Ring Road project in Western Australia: 

(a) any non-compliance notifications from the proponent to the department, or compliance 

reports requested by the department since 1 August 2022; and 

(b) the offsets strategy and offsets management plan submitted by the proponent to the 

department for approval by the Minister. 

Moved by: Senator Hanson-Young 

Date agreed to: 9 February 2023 

Letter of response provided: 13 February 2023 (advising that the documents will not be available 

for tabling until 24 February 2023) 

Additional letter and ordered documents provided: 28 February 2023 (paragraph (a) – 

enclosing five documents, with redaction of information identifying employees, and where 

information is out of scope of the order; paragraph (b) – no documents have been identified within 

scope) 

Order complied with 

No. 160—Australian Securities and Investments Commission—Deputy Chair 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than midday 

on Thursday, 9 March 2023, the report of an investigation conducted by the Treasury into 

allegations made about the conduct of an Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) 

Deputy Chair, referred to in a letter from Treasury Secretary Dr Steven Kennedy to ASIC Chair 

Mr Joseph Longo on 1 February 2022. 

Moved by: Senator Bragg 

Date agreed to: 7 March 2023 

Letter of response provided: 9 March 2023 (raising public interest immunity claims) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: 

• Protection of personal information (disclosure of the information sought would unreasonably 

infringe the privacy of individuals referred to in the information) 

• Disclosure of privileged legal advice 

Order not yet complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1348
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No. 162—Australian carbon credit units 

That— 

(a) the Senate rejects the Minister for Climate Change and Energy’s claim of public interest 

immunity, outlined in a letter received by the Environment and Communications Legislation 

Committee on 1 March 2023, in relation to documents and modelling that would demonstrate 

the forecast use of Australian carbon credit units because this information would not in any 

way disclose the deliberations of Cabinet ministers; and 

(b) there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Climate Change and 

Energy, Senator Wong, by 4 pm on Thursday, 9 March 2023, the documents and 

modelling relied on for the forecast usage of Australian carbon credit units over the decade to 

2030. 

Moved by: Senator Hanson-Young 

Date agreed to: 7 March 2023 

Letter of response provided: 9 March 2023 (raising public interest immunity claims) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (Cabinet documents are not provided in response to orders 

for documents) 

• Market sensitivities (providing Government forecasts of Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCU) 

market demand would be a signal to the market, creating the potential risk of significant 

flow-on effects for the operation of future auctions for Australian Government purchase of 

ACCUs) 

Motion relating to compliance with order (182): 21 March 2023 (rejecting the public interest 

immunity claims) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 163—Environmental biosecurity risk management 

That there be laid on the table, by the Minister for Agriculture, by no later than 5 pm on 6 April 

2023, the following documents: 

(a) the final report of the national environmental biosecurity stocktake of activities in 2016-17, 

referred to on page 17 of the Inspector General of Biosecurity’s 2019 report, Environmental 

biosecurity risk management in Australia; 

(b) the final reports of the national stocktakes of biosecurity investment for 2013-14, 2014-15 and 

2015-16 (referred to on page 107 of the 2017 intergovernmental agreement on biosecurity 

review final report. Priorities for Australia’s biosecurity system: An independent review of the 

capacity of the national biosecurity system and its underpinning intergovernmental 

agreement); and 

(c) any other national stocktakes of biosecurity investment undertaken in relation to years after 

2015-16 or any other national environmental biosecurity stocktake in relation to years after 

2016-17. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 8 March 2023 

Ordered documents provided: 6 April 2023 (noting that the minister’s department does not hold 

documents relevant to paragraph (c)) 

Order complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1361
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No. 164—National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 

Management Authority—Otway Basin—Inspection report 

(1) That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Resources, by no 

later than 5 pm on 6 April 2023, the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 

Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) final inspection report for the petroleum 

environmental inspection of the Schlumberger Otway Basin 2DMC Marine Seismic Survey, 

and associated documents, including: 

(a) details of the proposed scope for this inspection and areas of focus; 

(b) details of other issues that arose during the course of the inspection; 

(c) the overview of the observations and findings from the inspection; 

(d) the conclusions and recommendations of that report; 

(e) the Schlumberger response to these recommendations; and 

(f) the documentation collected by NOPSEMA in the course of the inspection. 

(2) That the Senate: 

(a) notes the freedom of information disclosure F184 by NOPSEMA on 22 February 2023; 

and 

(b) refers the Minister representing the Minister for Resources to Senate resolution no. 51 

relating to the application of Freedom of Information Act 1982 provisions to the 

Senate’s inquiry powers. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 8 March 2023 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 20 April 2023 (enclosing documents 

within the scope of the order, and raising a public interest immunity claim with respect to disclosure 

of parts of certain documents) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Prejudice to an active investigation (tabling information 

in parts of the documents would be prejudicial to an active NOPSEMA investigation) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 169—Proposed superannuation changes—Modelling 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than 5 pm on 

Thursday, 16 March 2023, any advice or modelling provided by Treasury showing that 80,000 or 

0.5% of Australians will be affected by the Government’s proposed superannuation changes, referred 

to in the Prime Minister’s press conference on 28 February 2023. 

Moved by: Leader of the Opposition in the Senate (Senator Birmingham) 

Date agreed to: 8 March 2023 

Letter of response provided: 20 March 2023 (stating that one relevant document is in scope, but 

declining to provide it on public interest grounds) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (the document is a 

Cabinet submission, and Cabinet documents are not provided in response to orders for documents, 

consistent with the principle that deliberations of the Executive Council and of the Cabinet should be 

able to be conducted in secrecy so as to preserve the freedom of deliberation of those bodies) 

Order not yet complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1715
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1452


39 
 

No. 170—Proposed superannuation changes—Modelling 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later than 5 pm on 

Thursday, 16 March 2023, any advice or modelling provided by Treasury showing that 1 in 10 

Australians will be affected by the Government’s proposed superannuation changes over 30 years, 

referred to by the Minister for Finance and the Treasurer during question time on 6 March 2023. 

Moved by: Leader of the Opposition in the Senate (Senator Birmingham) 

Date agreed to: 8 March 2023 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 20 March 2023 (attaching the two 

documents falling within the scope of the order) 

Order complied with (see also order no. 193) 

No. 171—Clarion-Clipperton Zone—Environmental monitoring and 

management plan 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Industry and Science, by 

no later than 5 pm on 6 April 2023, the following documents: 

(a) the agreement between the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 

(CSIRO) and The Metals Company (TMC) in relation to the development of an environmental 

monitoring and management plan (EMMP) for its proposed deep-sea polymetallic nodule 

collection operations in the Clarion-Clipperton Zone of the Pacific Ocean; 

(b) details of the $1.5 million payment by TMC made to CSIRO in respect of the EMMP or any 

associated work, including any terms or conditions applied; 

(c) communication between CSIRO and TMC (including its owners) in respect of the EMMP; 

(d) communication between CSIRO and organisations included in the CSIRO-led consortium 

involved in the development of the EMMP; 

(e) any environmental baseline data being used by CSIRO in the development of the EMMP, 

including any provided by TMC; 

(f) any draft of the EMMP or framework used in its development; and 

(g) any communication with any Commonwealth Government department in relation to the 

EMMP and the formation of the CSIRO-led consortium. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 8 March 2023 

Ordered documents provided: 6 April 2023 

Order complied with 

No. 176—Australian Labor Party—Discretionary payments 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Finance, by no later than 5 pm on 27 March 

2023, all documents relating to: 

(a) the $1.456 million in discretionary payments from the Department of Finance to the 

Australian Labor Party in the 2021-22 financial year; and 

(b) discretionary payments from the Department of Finance to the Australian Labor Party in the 

2022-23 financial year to date. 

Moved by: Senator Roberts 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1453
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Date agreed to: 20 March 2023 

Letter of response provided: 30 March 2023 (identifying the programs under which discretionary 

payments were made to the ALP, and stating that funding under the programs is disclosed in annual 

returns on the AEC Transparency Register) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 183—Freedom of Information Commissioner—Resignation 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Attorney-General, by no later than 

midday on 27 March 2023: 

(a) briefing notes and file notes held by either the Attorney-General and/or his office and/or the 

Attorney-General’s Department, as well as any correspondence between the Attorney-General 

and/or his office and the Attorney-General’s Department in relation to the resignation of 

Mr Leo Hardiman PSM KC as Freedom of Information Commissioner, dated 5 March 2023; 

(b) briefing notes and file notes held by either the Attorney-General and/or his office and/or the 

Attorney-General’s Department, as well as any correspondence between the Attorney-General 

and/or his office and the Freedom of Information Commissioner and/or any correspondence 

between the Attorney-General’s Department and the Freedom of Information Commissioner 

in relation to the Commissioner’s resignation; 

(c) briefing notes and file notes held by either the Attorney-General and/or his office and/or the 

Attorney-General’s Department, as well as any correspondence between the Attorney-General 

and/or his office and the Freedom of Information Commissioner and/or the Attorney-

General’s Department and the Freedom of Information Commissioner in relation to the 

Commissioner’s resignation statement; and 

(d) briefing notes and file notes held by either the Attorney-General and/or his office and/or the 

Attorney-General’s Department, as well as any correspondence between the Attorney-General 

and/or his office and the Freedom of Information Commissioner and/or the 

Attorney-General’s Department and the Freedom of Information Commissioner in relation to 

resourcing of the functions of the Freedom of Information Commissioner and/or the backlog 

of FOI reviews. 

Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 22 March 2023 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 27 March 2023 (attaching information 

sought by the order, with redaction of material not relevant to the scope of the order; and declining to 

provide the remainder of the documents on public interest grounds) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (release of the information would, or might reasonably be 

expected to, disclose deliberations of the Cabinet, including those linked to the Budget process, 

disclosure of which would undermine the decision-making process for allocating public 

resources to the Government’s policy priorities) 

• Privacy (disclosure of information provided on a confidential basis may cause harm to the 

personal and professional reputations of a number of individuals, including staff at the Office of 

the Information Commissioner, and may affect the willingness of other individuals to provide 

information in the future; and could impede the frankness of future communications between 

statutory office holders and ministers) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (221): 30 March 2023 (requiring the minister to 

provide an explanation of the failure to fully comply with the order, on 30 March 2023) [statement 

made responding to motion] 

Explanation provided: 30 March 2023 

Order partially complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1643
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1625
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No. 184—SmartCard scheme 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Social Services, by no 

later than 5 pm on 11 April 2023: 

(a) each contract for the delivery of the SmartCard, including the contract with Indue Ltd 

(Contract Notice ID: 3945982); and 

(b) any documents showing the total cost of the SmartCard scheme since inception. 

Moved by: Senator Rice 

Date agreed to: 21 March 2023 

Letter of response provided: 24 April 2023 (stating that the minister is unable to provide the 

contracts for the delivery of the card; but providing a summary of details of the contracts, while noting 

full details are available on AusTender; and that there are no documents that show total costs to date) 

Public interest immunity claim raised: Damage to commercial interests (the documents contain 

details of commercial strategies, fee and pricing structures and intellectual property that could 

disadvantage contracted providers and advantage competitors if disclosed) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (224): 10 May 2023 (requiring the minister to 

comply with the order by no later than 2 pm on 8 June 2023) 

Paragraph (a) not yet complied with; and do documents exist in respect of 

paragraph (b) 

No. 186—Startup Year program 

That the Senate— 

(a) notes that: 

(i) on 29 September 2022, the Government announced the commencement of the Startup 

Year program consultation process, releasing a consultation paper, and called for 

submissions by 15 November 2022, 

(ii) during the consultation, the Government also conducted a survey in relation to the 

Startup Year program with current students and recent graduates, 

(iii) the Government has not made public all submissions it has received or details of the 

student survey, and 

(iv) following the introduction of the Education Legislation Amendment (Startup Year and 

Other Measures) Bill 2023, the bill is scheduled to be introduced into the Senate on 

23 March 2023; and 

(b) orders that there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Education, 

by no later than 10 am on Thursday, 23 March 2023, the following information 

relating to the consultation on the Startup Year program: 

(i) a copy of each such submission made to the Government, and 

(ii) a copy of the details of the student survey, including all data collected and the analysis 

of such data. 

Moved by: Senator Henderson 

Date agreed to: 21 March 2023 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 23 March 2023 (attaching documents in 

scope of the order, but withholding submissions where the author has not agreed to publication, on 

public interest grounds) 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1720
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Public interest immunity claim raised: Impact on future stakeholder engagement (the 

Government maintains that it is not in the public interest to depart from the established practice of 

allowing stakeholders to make submissions in a consultation process that are not shared beyond the 

government of the day, and to break this convention would undermine future consultation processes)  

Order partially complied with 

No. 188—Parliament—Cost of sitting 

That— 

(a) the Senate notes that: 

(i) on 6 March 2023, the Senate ordered the Minister for Finance to lay on the table 

documents in relation to the cost of recalling Parliament for the 15 December 2022 

unscheduled sitting, and 

(ii) on 9 March 2023, the Government responded to the order by stating it could not be 

complied with as it is not possible to differentiate between parliamentarians’ travel for 

the purpose of Parliament versus other official business; and 

(b) there be laid on the table by the Minister for Finance, by no later than 5 pm on 27 March 

2023, all costs for the period of 13 to 16 December 2022 inclusive, in relation to the following 

categories: 

(i) parliamentarian travel allowance, 

(ii) parliamentarian airfares, 

(iii) parliamentarian Commonwealth Car, cabcharge and rideshare expenses, 

(iv) staff travel allowance, 

(v) staff airfares, 

(vi) staff cabcharge and rideshare expenses, 

(vii) any additional staffing requirements, including, but not limited to, security services, 

attendants, restaurants and catering staff, and 

(viii) any other costs in relation to the recalling of Parliament. 

Moved by: Senator Roberts 

Date agreed to: 22 March 2023 (see also order no. 124) 

Letter of response provided: 30 March 2023 (stating that costs relating to travel will be disclosed 

in the normal process through quarterly public expenditure reporting when reporting resumes in the 

second half of 2023; and that as prior to release parliamentarians have an opportunity to review 

expenditure, releasing the information prior to this time has the potential to result in inaccurate 

information being reported) 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 193—Proposed superannuation changes 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by 9.30 am on Friday, 

24 March 2023: 

(a) the complete email and any associated attachments sent on Friday, 3 March 2023 at 6.03 pm, 

with the subject line ‘Large balances: Q&A for QT and additional info [SEC=OFFICIAL]’, to or 

from the Treasurer’s office or the Treasury; and 

(b) any document titled ‘Large superannuation balances’ generated within the Treasury or the 

Treasurer’s office between 2 and 10 March 2023 that contains the following text: ‘In 30 years, 

it projected that roughly only the top 10 per cent of earners will retire with superannuation 

balances of around $3 million or more’. 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1644
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Moved by: Leader of the Opposition in the Senate (Senator Birmingham) 

Date agreed to: 22 March 2023 (see also order no. 170) 

Motion concerning compliance with order (209): 28 March 2023 (requiring the minister to 

comply by midday on 29 March 2023) 

Letter of response provided: 30 March 2023 (stating that the request is being actively progressed, 

but given the tight timeframe, and significant volume of orders for documents, additional time is 

required to finalise the request) 

Additional letter of response and ordered documents provided: 27 April 2023 (with 

redaction of personal information of staff below the SES level, and contact details of senior staff) 

Order complied with 

No. 199—Improving Access to Medicinal Cannabis Bill 2023 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Health and Aged Care, by 

no later than 30 March 2023, any correspondence in relation to the Improving Access to 

Medicinal Cannabis Bill 2023 sent or received by: 

(a) the Therapeutic Goods Administration; 

(b) the Department of Health; or 

(c) the Minister for Health and Aged Care and/or his office. 

Moved by: Senator Roberts 

Date agreed to: 27 March 2023 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 31 March 2023 (with redaction of 

personal information and draft material) 

Order complied with 

No. 200—MRH-90 helicopter—Jervis Bay incident 

(1) That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Defence, by 

11 May 2023, all incident reports, safety evaluations, briefing notes, correspondence and 

information held by: 

(a) the Department of Defence; 

(b) the Minister; or 

(c) the Minister’s office; 

in relation to the 22 March 2023, Jervis Bay incident involving an MRH-90 helicopter. 

(2) Information identifying personnel and information in relation to training techniques may be 

appropriately redacted from the documents. 

Moved by: Senator Roberts 

Date agreed to: 27 March 2023 

Letters of response provided: 12 May 2023 (indicating that the department is conducting an 

internal investigation and the Minister intends to respond to the order when the investigation is 

complete) 

Order not yet complied with 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fjournals%2F8b8f02cb-f247-49c3-a503-98f6a2200511%2F0023%22
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1697
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1724
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1699
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/2079
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No. 210—Ceduna—Alcohol and drug-related crime and injuries 

That the Senate— 

(a) notes that, during question time on Monday, 27 March 2023, the Minister representing the 

Prime Minster, Senator Farrell, said, in a response to a question from Senator O’Sullivan 

regarding the number of offences committed in Ceduna, ‘I think the most recent reports that 

the Minister has received from her Department indicate there has been a decline in admissions 

and presentations due to alcohol and drugs or injuries in Ceduna’; and 

(b) orders that there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for Social 

Services, by no later than midday on Wednesday, 29 March 2023, any reports, 

briefing notes, file notes, emails and correspondence regarding admissions and presentations 

in Ceduna, referred to by Senator Farrell in his answer. 

Moved by: Leader of the Opposition in the Senate (Senator Birmingham) 

Date agreed to: 28 March 2023 

Letter of response provided: 30 March 2023 (stating that it will not be possible to produce the 

documents by the requested time, and the department will endeavour to produce the documents on 

6 April 2023) 

Additional letter of response provided: 24 April 2023 (stating that the response to estimates 

question on notice DSS SQ23-000196 provides the information requested) 

Order complied with 

No. 215—South East Trawl Fishery—Structural adjustment package 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, by no later 

than 5 pm on 28 April 2023: 

(a) any meeting notes, consultation documents or communication between the Department of 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and the Australian Fisheries Management Authority in 

relation to the South East Trawl Fishery structural adjustment package; 

(b) any data used in decision-making for the reduction in allowable catch for the South East Trawl 

Fishery; 

(c) any scientific advice provided in relation to the structural adjustment package; 

(d) any other correspondence, documentation or meeting notes pertaining to the implementation 

and design of the structural adjustment package; and 

(e) data, scientific assessment and other relevant documentation, including maps, used for the 

spatial closure of the South East Trawl Fishery. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 29 March 2023 

Letter of response provided: 28 April 2023 (stating that the department is identifying and 

considering documents within scope of the order, and that the Government will finalise the response 

as soon as possible) 

Order not yet complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1688
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1721
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/1727
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No. 216—Great Barrier Reef 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, by no later than 5 pm on 

28 April 2023, in relation to the Great Barrier Reef and the next meeting of the UN World Heritage 

Committee due in September 2023 (including references to in-danger listing), any communication by 

the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade with: 

(a) the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water; 

(b) the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority; and 

(c) Australian embassies and/or High Commissions representing Australia in World Heritage 

Committee member countries. 

Moved by: Senator Whish-Wilson 

Date agreed to: 29 March 2023 

Letter of response and ordered documents provided: 10 May 2023 (attaching documents 

within scope of the order, with redaction of material out of scope of the order, and on public interest 

grounds) 

Public interest immunity claims raised: 

• Prejudice to international relations 

• Disclosure of Cabinet deliberations (documents referring to Cabinet processes are not provided, 

consistent with the principle that deliberations of the Executive Council and the Cabinet should 

be able to be conducted in secrecy) 

Order partially complied with 

No. 223—Treasury Laws Amendment (2023 Measures No. 1) Bill 2023 

That the Senate— 

(a) notes that: 

(i) a key role of the Senate is scrutiny of government revenue measures, 

(ii) in April 2023, Senator Bragg requested the Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO) 

prepare a costing of Schedule 5 to the Treasury Laws Amendment (2023 Measures 

No. 1) Bill 2023, including the methodology and assumptions used by the Treasury, 

(iii) the methodology and assumptions used to cost government revenue measures should 

be easily disclosable to the PBO and made available to senators in a general 

anonymised form as part of costing requests, and 

(iv) any sensitive documents or data provided to the PBO can be handled by that office 

under strict confidentiality provisions and there is no expectation that any 

confidential taxpayers’ data would be disclosed to anyone outside the PBO; 

(b) orders that there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Treasurer, by no later 

than midday on 11 May 2023, the methodology and assumptions used to cost Schedule 5 

to the Treasury Laws Amendment (2023 Measures No. 1) Bill 2023. 

Moved by: Senator Bragg 

Date agreed to: 10 May 2023 

Letter of response provided: 15 May 2023 (attaching a response to a question on notice arising 

from supplementary Budget estimates hearings of the Economics Legislation Committee) 

Order complied with 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/2051
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No. 225—Unanswered estimates questions on notice 

That— 

(a) the Senate notes that, as at 9 am on Monday, 8 May 2023, 1,929 questions on notice from the 

2022-23 supplementary Budget estimates remain unanswered and are overdue: 

(i) Prime Minister and Cabinet, 591 questions, 

(ii) Defence, 408 questions, 

(iii) Health and Aged Care, 401 questions, 

(iv) Social Services, 189 questions, 

(v) Foreign Affairs and Trade, 133 questions, 

(vi) Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts, 52 

questions, 

(vii) Employment and Workplace Relations, 42 questions, 

(viii) Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, 26 questions, 

(ix) Finance, 26 questions, 

(x) Treasury, 25 questions, 

(xi) Services Australia, 22 questions, 

(xii) Industry, Science and Resources, 9 questions, and 

(xiii) Attorney-General’s, 4 questions; 

(b) there be laid on the table by the Leader of the Government in the Senate, by no later than 

9 am on Thursday, 18 May 2023, the answers to all 1,929 unanswered questions on 

notice from the 2022-23 supplementary Budget estimates; and 

(c) the Senate requires the Leader of the Government in the Senate to attend the chamber at the 

conclusion of formal business on Thursday, 11 May 2023, to provide an explanation, for no 

more than 10 minutes, of the failure of the Government to comply with timely response to 

questions on notice, as required under the standing orders; 

(d) any senator may move to take note of the explanation required by paragraph (c); and 

(e) any motion under paragraph (d) may be debated for no longer than 30 minutes, shall have 

precedence over all other business until determined, and senators may speak to the motion 

for not more than 5 minutes each. 

Moved by: Senator Cash 

Date agreed to: 10 May 2023 

Order not yet complied with 

No. 229—National Disability Insurance Scheme Financial Sustainability 

Framework 

That there be laid on the table by the Minister representing the Minister for the National Disability 

Insurance Scheme, by no later than 4.30 pm on 11 May 2023, the National Disability Insurance 

Scheme Financial Sustainability Framework. 

Moved by: Senator Steele-John 

Date agreed to: 11 May 2023 

Letter of response provided: 12 May 2023 (stating that publishing National Cabinet documents 

would not be appropriate, and that it is impossible for the Government to table the document because 

it does not yet exist; but providing references within the Budget documents of the commitment to 

develop a framework) 

No documents exist

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/2078

