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Foreword

The Committee undertook its recent visit to Norfolk Island in order to renew its
association with the Norfolk Island Government and to engage in discussions with
the Norfolk Island community on matters of concern, particularly in light of
foreshadowed changes to the Island’s governance arrangements.

It was a great pleasure to return to Norfolk Island, and the Committee expressed
its gratitude for the warm welcome it received on Island and for the generosity of
the Norfolk Island Government in its capacity as host. We believe that our visit
did much to reinvigorate what the Committee views as an important relationship.

This Committee has always maintained a close interest in the affairs of Norfolk
Island, and takes seriously its brief to oversight the governance and
administration of Norfolk Island, for the benefit of the people of Norfolk Island
and of the Commonwealth as a whole.

The Committee is conscious of the far reaching potential changes to the
governance of Norfolk Island which are now being considered, and the challenges
the community will necessarily face as a result. The discussions the Committee
held with the Norfolk Island Government and Legislative Assembly, and with the
wider community, did much to assure the Committee that the community will
make a success of whatever changes are undertaken. We hope that this report,
which examines matters raised during our recent visit, will provide some
guidance to the Commonwealth Government on the current concerns and future
needs of Norfolk Islanders.

Senator Ross Lightfoot
Chairman
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