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- KNQUIRY iﬁTO NORFOLK ISLAND ELECTORAL MATTERS

B Thank y{)u for the opportumty to contnbute to the Commlttee s mqun‘y on No __oik
: Island e ectora! mattars o .. . :

| i have noted the terms of reference 'and make th!S submnssnen on the bas;s of the -
_- Department’ respons;bihty for immtgratlon and Austral;an CItIZEﬂShIp matters B

"The statue of Austrai:an mtzzen zs, in. mast cases a pre requ#szte to vote in, and stand_ : s
- for eiect;on at; Commonwealth, State, Terrutory and Local Government electlens o
However, the use of Australian cn’nzenshlp asa refererice point for. thzs purp_ S
~ determined extemaily to this portfoho “This submission, therefore, is confined to
o provndmg you with background on Australaan cztlzenshlp in re!atlon to permanent
. res:dents ilvmg on Norfolk Island o T - T o

. AUSTRALIAN CIT!ZENSHIP ON NORFOLK ISLAND

-_ *_Austrahan germanent resldence for cltlzenshxp purposes S

Norfo!k isiand has been part of Austraila for the purposes of the Australran L _
- Citizenship Act 1948 since the status of Australian citizenship was introduced on 26 - oo
_.January 1949 but not for the u:poses of the Mtgr_ation Act 1958 The Norfolk Isfand R

the Commonwealth, including immigration. The requnreﬁ'nehfs for entry to Norfoik!{: o
Is!and are set out in the Norfoik Island Imm;gration Act 1980 L .

n reiat:on to permahent res:dence in Australia for the purpose of the Austra!fan _
- Citizenship Act. 1948 a parson is: a permanent res;dant whlie !awfuily present m '
Norfo!k isiand if . . Lo

The person s presence on Norfoik Island is not subject to any time limitations. R
(Nafe A person needs to have been granteci permanent remdence status by R
‘the Norfolk Island Govemment to be conszdered a permanent res:den’t for o
_-cztlzensth purposes) or- : : .




2

» Had the person been elsewhere in Australia, he or she would have been -

regarded as'a permanent resident (for exampie a permanent \nsa hoider who - SR

s temporaniy on Norfolk Island). -

Austrahan clt:zenshlg bg birth
A ch;ld bom on Norfoik isiand will acqmre Australian C:trzensh:p by birth if their

. 'parentls are either an Australian citizen or a permanent resident. . If neither parentis

an Australian citizen or permanent res;dent c;tlzenshlp ieglslation prowdes for the
child to become an Australian crtlzen

» on his/er tenth bxrthday !f he/she was bom on or after 20 August 1986 and has :
been ordmarlky resrdent in Austraila for ten years (s?O(Z)(b)) and -

e by birth, if he/she was born between 1 September 1994 and 26 February 2001t0

- aNew Zeaiand citizen parent who is present fri Austral:a (except asa dtplomat or
for spec:f ic official purposes).. . _

Australlan c:tlzenshlg Y g'rant' -

Generalfy, peopie are eirglble o be granted Australian cmzensth when they have
been present in Australia (mcludmg Norfolk island) as a permanent resident for a
total of two years in the previous five years, with one of the two years oceurring |
immediately prior to application. While there are some exceptlons people seekmg
Australian: cltzzenship in their own right must also

be at least’ 18 years of age; :
“be capable of understandmg the nature of their crtrzenshrp appilcation
“have a basic knowledge of the English language;
_ have an adequate knowledge of the reSponsrbalttles and prwlleges of
Australian citizenship; . o o o
be of good character and S
e be likely to live permanently
) -j.’,_,;._aseacratren with Australia. 00

® & v 9

r maintain a close and continuous

Citizenshig statistic

In the period July 1998~January 2001, 23 people who were permanent resrdents on
Norfolk Island were ‘granted- Austrahan crtlzenshtp e

| trust this mformation will be usefu! to your inquiry.

Yours sincerely

Alg Secretary

. March 2001




