statement from several Christmas Isiand residents to the Joint Standing ¢

MNational Capital and External Terrileries.
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We understand that the Committee's March 2003 review and visit to Christmz aohﬁioiﬁ%%&a,wmc
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1 We would like o make the following comments in relation to Environment and Land

i

include consideration of Environment and Land Management, and Commut

Community Care.

Management during the recently-mothballed immigration Reception and Processing

Centre (IRPC) development.
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We are aware that the development was exempt from the Environmental Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBCA), and understand that its exemption was
specifically on the grounds of the ‘high-priority’ nature of the project. Usual environmental

EH

impact assessment proceduras were bypassed. We would like clarification on thea
following points:
»  Which agency now has responsibility for monitoring environmenial impacts of the
tand clearing on the proposed IRPC site and the related housing devalopment in
Poon Saan/Siiver City? This is of particular concern in the residential area, given -

the arosion during recent heavy rains.
« Now that the IRPC project has a ‘less-urgent timeline’ (Ministerial press release
009/2003. 10 Feb), what is the status of the EPBCA? Will it be reinstated, and will

dus process be followed during the re-tender and revised development of the

project?
s When/if the EPBCA is reinstated, what, if any, reparations can be made under the

Act for environmental damage sustained during the ‘high-priority’ project?

We would also be interestad to know when the costs-to-date for the IRPC - including

those associated with the cancellation of the present contract - will be made public, and

naw much of those costs could have been saved if the project had run to a normal

fimeline. We beligve that this information will enable isianders to make betier cases for

community-based preject-fundmg in comparison, and will aliow some maore accurate

perspective on government priofities and interests in respect of overall funding for the

istand.

2. | -As an adjunct to these comments and in line with the Committee’s brief to raview

community safety and community care issues, we would make the following comments.
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The Island has, over the ast eighteen months, become a de facto military bas. cunng
periods of shore-leave and changeover from the ships off-shore. We would I i put on

record our distress at

» the presence of armed troops undergoing training exercises at the Cov.: (the most
public and easily accessible beach on the island, located in a residentn s aiaa)

» the orders not to photograph (what legislation gaverns permission ta lex shotos in
public areas? If the actions of the troops are 'secret’, then why train G nablic
view?);

+ the lack of PR on behalf of the military (77e Islander newsletter couid i 1 forum for
introducing and explaining the presence of the on-island troops in gan TS

s the need to explain to the island’s children why all these people in unit v are here
(‘are we at war Mum? What are they doing here?").

In conjunction with our anxiety and distress at the lack of information about weli-being
of the (invisible and voiceless) asylum-seekers on-island, this has been z 1 - «rassful
time for us all.
We would be happy to speak further about these matters with the Commitie: - lunng its
visit to the Island.
{Signed)
Kirsti Abbott kirsti abbott@sci monash,edu.au
Aidan d’Adnemar  aidan_d@bigpond.com
Kelana Arshad ics@@pulau.cx
Margie Campbell  wah-hoo@pnulau.cx
Lisa Collyer icollyer@cidhs.cx
Jo Dobie wildo@pulau.cx
Jenny Faui ienfaul@pulan.cXx
Alan Fealy alan@iraining.edu.cx
Faul FAnson paulrochelle2001@yahoo.com
Rochelle PAnson  paulrochelle2001@yahoo.com
Virginia Jealous vi@altnews.com. au
Alan Prouse alajune@bigpond.cem
Judith Quinlivan iudy g@bigpond.com
Roger Rosser rhinoroq@yahoo.com
Robyn Stephenson robyn@pulau.cx
S Witks fredilii@pulau.cx
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