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R SHIRE OF COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS : g
SUBMISSION ’I'O THE INQUIRY INTO AUSTRALIA’S EXTERNAL
R o TERRITORIES - .

o _The Sh1re of Cocos (Keeimg) Islands is currently engaged in negonaﬁons wzth the
- Department of Territories and Regional Seivices about the Shire ta.kmg over many: - R
. asgets and services ourrentiy provide by the Cormnonwealth There is a belief by the I
: Counc;l that the Shire could deliver many of those services ina more cost eﬂ'ectwe -
. manner and with oonszderably more local mput as the oiily dlrectly elected body
o 'permanently ot island: A" number-of those services are the subject of your inquiry,- and
' the Shire would welcome the opportumty todiscuss its proposals at length mth the
h commmee The semces mciude but are not restncted to S

. The cyclone sheiter (club) on West Istand ut;httes management alrport harbour
- control, Admxralty House (untenanted), Golf Club (Donga) stevedonng and - R L IR
- earthmoving eqmpment cranes and trucks; and the running of the light mdustnal area.' B R IE I I
" Vehicle and boat 11censmg has already been agreed to. Resolution of the Shire's’ depot R,
. needs and staff housing on West Island would need to be included in the mix, but the :-' R
- depot issue might be resolved if the Shtre took "ver the current Water Corps depot
. and ofﬁce This space would also. accommodate the 'c_enSmg office. The utilities =
" management is one area that the S}ure is very keen to take on in pa.rtnershxp with an - L R
© identified experienced operator on islands 'and smaii communities.’ Some’ d1scusswns e A
. have a.lready been held with this orgamsatlon with a view to. ‘making a bid for those
- services whert the' current Water Corps contract expires, or before if poss1ble The
' Minister has aIso urged the Shire to consider health and education services in the -
 Territory, and may ‘be included subject to Couneil’s endorsement at its September _ R
2002 meeting. The above list of services would see items of plant and some bmldmgs'j S '
= __'come urider Shzre control and again it is. seen as a way of reducmg duphcatlon a.nd '
' -dehvermg savzngs to the Commonwealth - S

~ The Shn‘e is also dlscussmg 30111‘5 land management plans w1th the department w1th a o
- view to 1dent1fymg the best areas. for development and ‘ensuring that Commonwealth ST
- and Shire land is used inan optxmum way. An environmental study of potentiat - -~
- developmient areas is also proposed to prov1de a guide to' developers and reduce S
- delays that have been experienced in recent times with what have proved to be .
. .unnecessaty reports and studies, The 51gmﬁcance of certain areas and the need for o
- reporting should be able to be. identified for such a small Territory providing that the RN
S proposed land uqe 1s seen to be of a low mlpact w1th no real potentzal to pollute S

R Please reserve: a tlme to speak to the Couneﬂ durmg your v1s1t to the Temtory
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