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Senator Ross Lwhtfoot : - : -
(Chair - Joint Standing Commlttee on Natzonal Capital and External T e“mtones) 2
Senator for Westem Austral;a '
Liberal Party-of Australia

Suite 10/ 40 Cedric Street

Stirling WA 6021

Via Email: senator.li kafoofCaph gov.ai

Date: 5% of September 2002
Dear Senator,

With reference to Department Of Transport and Regional Services (DOTARS) |
Bulletin Number 73/02: Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee on National- Capxtal -
and External Territories (JSCNCET) of 28" August 2002 AND with particular - j
emphasis on the land management and planning services including reference to the .~
proposed transfer of Crown land/ property by the commonwealth which states © The 3.
Committee is seeking submissions from residents with a view to public hearings...

we submit the following:-

Asadev elopment coripany havi ing a successful a‘mck record on Christmas Island

over many yeers: We purchased a subdivision at government auction on the 30" of .
September 7000 (Locanon 448 Phosphate Hill Road) and are currently developing/ _
sub-dividing this- land for the purposes of providing serviced allotments suitable fora ™"
variety of land uses (mostly residential). Our intended market is offcourse (a) the - _
current Christmas Island Population and (b) the ominent population increase expected

 in relation to the proposal for anew derem‘zon centre and (<) the proposal:, relatingto
APSC. . _

. History:

This background mtormauon 13 1mp0rtant and will hopefullx assist you in your
ddLibIOi’i ma kmc re- propo;-ed transfer of crown Iand - _




Our pre-purchase plans (and the timing of such) were thrown into disarray within two

weeks of having purchased the above mentioned property when we were informed by .

Mr Scott McGufficke, Manager Planning Building and Health, Shire of Christmas -

- Istand that Location 448 was not zoned commercial/ residential mix (as sold by the
commonwealth) but rather public purposes/ hospital. This offcotrse rendered the -
property useless to us and we immediately lodged an application to change the y
zoning. Following regulatory processes this took over twelve months and in adchtlon
We Were encumbered by a very iengthy subdivision application process. '

Our persmte'nce in the face of adve’rse circumstances has ﬁnally resulted in our ability
to offer fully serviced subdivided allotments (at LOC&UDH 448) in accordance with the
regulatory requirements.

With particular reference to the commonwealths increased hausmc demand: We have
already announced our position to Christmas [sland Administration and their real
estate agent highlighting our readiness to provide both land and house packages to :
accommodate their needs. This information was forwarded several months agoon .
indication from administration that they would like to know what we have to offer '
As yet we have had no confirmation of their requirement.

Today:

The idea that the commonwealth is now considering “special deals” {as described by
the government) which will see large and or small organisations in receipt of landto -
be utilised for the purposes of competing with our product is unacceptable. The term
used is unfair competition and a government sponsored venture like the one proposed |
must surely abide by the ethics it imposes on the broader community and be fuir 0 all
concerned. We will not be the casualties of gov emmen‘c pohcv

When we purchased Location 448 we did 50 on the under'standmg that we were -
entering a fair and just propem ‘market on Christinas ISla"ld

Please note: We purchased our land at Commonwealth Govemment Auctionand in
doing s0 - have advise from the Christmas Island Administration that land will not be
made available to any individual or organisation under any circumstances other than
those accessible to all interested parties {ie Public Auction/ Tender). Quote — “there

will be no special deals”. Christmas Island Administration has indeed gone beyond -

this promise in stating — “no land will be released on Christmas Island for any
purposes for which such land is already available from the private sector.”

We trust the joint standing committee as a process sure to bring democratic and moral .
justice to the affairs takirg place on Christmas Island. - :

The Hon. Wilson Tuckex MP, \Imﬁter for Regional Senues Territories and Local
Government conducted a public forum at the Chuistmas Island Club on the 120 :
March this vear at which he advised (in relation to the major developments mkmn e
place on Chm::tmab Island); the positive benefits said to impact on local industry, -

business amd thc broadel community. We applaud his resolve and look fomard w
fruition. - SR S :




Ifitis your oplmon that our comments should be dxrected or forwarded to- other
N departments or authomzes as W‘eIE to ﬁmher a551st our cause then please adwse us of n
L Such as soon as p0551bie ' U : :

Your ttme on thlS matter is smcereiy appremated and we eagerly awazt your response.-_- - BRI

Yours Sinée'rely' SRR

.JohnSorensen e : L E

\IorthemBaththd e
PO Box 47 Ve T T .
Christmas Istand . .o
WA 6798 -

- CC: Commzttee \zIembers, J omt Standmg Commmee on the Natlonal Capztal and
- External Temtorles (as hsted at WWW, aph gmr aufhousefcommltteefnce )




