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Chair
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Thankyoufor yourletterof24 October2003concerningthetreatiesbeingreviewedby the
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties(JSCOT)that weretabledin Parliamenton 8 October
2003. TheQueenslandGovernmentsupportslegallybindingactionbeingtakenon these
treaties.

The InternationalLabourOrganisazionConventionNo. 182: Conventionconcerningthe
Prohibition andImmediateActionfor theEliminationoftheWorstFormsof ChildLabour
wasconsideredby theQueenslandCabinetin November2002. TheQueensland
Governmentmaintainsthat Queensland’slegislationis sufficient to achievecompliancewith
thearticlesof this convention.

TheQueenslandGovernment,throughits Commissionfor ChildrenandYoungPeople,is
presentlyconductingareviewofchild labourwith theaim ofensuringthattherights,
interestsandwellbeingof childrenunder18 yearsareprotectedin paid,andunpaid,
employment. This currentreviewdemonstratestheongoingcommitmentof theQueensland
Governmentto ensurethemosteffectivesystemsarein placefortheprotectionofchildren
andyoungpeople.

Article 7-2(e) of theConventionrefersto theneedto takeaccountof thespecialsituationof
girls regardingeducation.TheQueenslandGovernmentnotesareportpublishedby the
AustralianCouncil for EducationalResearch,SchoolLeaversin Australia: Profilesand
PathwaysResearchReportNumber31,whichprovidesevidencethatboysaregenerally
underachievingwithin theeducationsettingandleavingschoolat amore,significantrate
thangirls. It is recommendedthatthis issuenotbe overlooked.
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TheQueenslandGovernmentsupportsratificationof theAgreementbetweenthe
GovernmentofAustraliaandtheGovernmentoftheRepublicofKazakhstanon Economic
andCommercialCooperation. Theagreementis Consistentwith theQueensland
Government’stradestrategyandcouldcreateexportopportunitiesin agribusiness,
construction,consumergoods,foodproducts,warehousing,transport,logistics, andmining
andenergyequipment,technologiesandservices.

Thankyou for providingtheQueenslandGovernmentwith theopportunityto considerand
commenton theproposedtreatyacti6ns.

Yourssincerely
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