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Darani Lewers

43 Seaforth Cres.
Seaforth NSW 2090

Tor Larsen email: hammerthrow@ozemail.com.au

Submissionto theJointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouseCanberraACT 2600
Email: jscot@aph.gov.au

Re: SingaporeFreeTrade Agreement

Weareconcernedthat the Singapore/Australiafreetradeagreement(SAFTA) hasbeenconducted(by

theFederalGovernment)in secretwithout communityconsultation.

• Werecommendthatuntil theJoint StandingCommitteeon treaties(JSCOT)reviewis
completeno decisionrelatingto SAFTAbemade.And thatanydecisionmustbeproceeded
by extensivepublic consultation.

Wearealarmedto learnthatall sectors,lawsandpolicieswill beincludedin theagreementunless
theyarespecificallyexcludedin thetreaty.This conditionwill preventfuturedemocraticallyelected
governmentsfrombeingableto introducepolicies legislationetcin theinterestsoffuture generations
of Australianswith differentsocietalneeds.

We arefurtherconcernedthatthismodel is to beusedfor theUS/Australiafreetradeagreement
(USFTA) providingopportunitiesfor the takeoverof public servicesbypowerfulprivatecompanies.

• WerecommendthatJSCOTshouldnot supporta negativemodelfor servicesandinvestment
in tradeagreements

We arevery concernedthat stateandlocalgovernmentsprovisionof serviceswill alsobe restricted
undertheSAFTA andUSFTA agreements.

• We recommendthatJSCOTopposetherestrictionson governmentsatall levelsto regulate
andmaintainessentialservicesandinvestment.

Weareof theopinionthat it is undemocraticfor privatecorporations(undertheSAFTA) to be
empoweredto takedemocraticallyelectedgovernmentsin Australiato aninternationalcomplaints
tribunal,on thebasisthat laws,rulesregulationsandsubsidiesenactedby thosegovernments
discriminateagainstfreetrade.Furtherthatthesetribunalswill havediscretionto fine or otherwise
force governmentto abandonlong standingmeasuresenactedfor thebenefitof their constituents.

• WerecommendthataninvestorStateComplaintsmechanismnotbe supportedby JSCOT

Webelievethatthegovernmentsprocurementpolicies shouldbemaintainedin orderto fosterand
supporthomegrownindustries.

• Wethereforerecommendthattherebe no restrictionson the right of governmentsto usea
purchasingpolicy for industryandregionaldevelopment.

Sincerely

DaraniLewersAM
TorLarsen


