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SINGAPORE FREE TRADE AGREEMENT - SUBMISSION TO JSCOT

Public Consultation & Parliamentary Oversight.

Therehasbeennocommunityconsultationon SAFTA. Until nowtherehasbeenno
opportunityfor input from otherthangovernmentandindustrygroups.Thereforeit is
importantthat JSCOTconsiderscarefullythis andsubmissionsfrom otherindividuals
andcommunityorganisations.

JSCOTconsiderationandreportshouldprecedetheintroductionto Parliamentof
SAFTA implementationlegislation.

To openup theprocessthereshouldbea thoroughandopendebateofall aspectsof
the agreementbeforeit is implemented.

Furtherthereshouldbeapublic consultationprior to andin associationwith the
reviewoftheagreement.

NegativeList approach for services& investment.

Thenegativelist approachwhich is written into SAFTA wasroundlyrejectedby the
communitywhenit wasproposedin thedecisivelydefeatedMAI modelwhich bit the
dust in 1998.

This approachtiesthegovernment’shandsin relationto omissionsandrestrictstheir
futureability to implementpoliciesat variancewith theagreement.

Restriction of theright of stateand federal governmentsto regulate services

The definition of“social servicesestablishedfor apublic purpose”is unacceptably
restrictive.Thereis aplethorapublic servicesfor all ofwhich governmentsmust
retaintheright to regulate.

JSCOTshouldopposeanyrestrictionoflocal, state,andfederalgovernmentsto
regulateessentialservicesandinvestment.

Investmentdisputesprocesswould allow corporationsto suegovernments.

Theenforcementprocessproposedis theNAFTA/MAI modelwhichplaces
corporationsin adominantpositionvis-à-visgovernments.This is anunacceptable
offenceto democraticgovernance.In theNAFTA sceneit hasresultedin the
CanadianandMexicangovernmentsfacinginvidiousandunjust actionsby
Corporationswhichhavecosttheirconstituentsmillions ofdollars.

Theproposedinvestorstatecomplaintsmechanismis unreasonableand shouldbe
rejectedby thisdemocraticallyelectedgovernment.



Government procurement (purchasing) policy

It would beunconscionablefor anAustraliangovernmentto give up (asis proposedin
SAFTA) its right andability to encourageregionaldevelopmentthroughthe
applicationof Governmentpurchasingpolicy favouringAustralianindustry.

Theright ofAustraliangovernmentsat all levelsto usepurchasingpolicy for industry
andregionaldevelopmentmustberetained.

Conclusion

TheSAFTA is ananathema.In its presentform it wouldabrogatethedemocratic
ability ofaustraliangovernmentsto operatein thebestinterestofthenation.It should
berejectedby theJointStandingCommitteeon Treaties.

Ron Clifton.
16 April, 2003.


