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Ms. JuliaMorris
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
Ri Suite 109
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600
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BY: ~ SubmissionNo: I

DearMs. Mor~s

Pleasefind enclosedtheresponseoftheDepartmentofForeignAffairs andTradeto
JSCOT’squestionsonnoticeatits 13 February2004publichearingin relationto the
Exchangeof LettersConstitutinganAgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustraliaandthe
GovernmentoftheItalian Republicon theCivil RegistryDocumentationto be Submittedby
AustralianCitizensWishingto Marry in Italy.

Yourssincerely,

Alan Fewster
ExecutiveDirector
TreatiesSecretariat
Legal Branch
InternationalOrganisationsandLegal Division
DepartmentofForeignAffairs andTrade

R G CaseyBuilding, BartonACT 0221 www.dfat.gov.au Telephone:02-62611111



DEPARTMENT OFFOREIGNAFFAIRS AND TRADE

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ONTREATIES

Exchangeof LettersConstitutinganAgreementbetweentheGovernmentof
AustraliaandtheGovernmentof theItalian Republicon theCivil Registry

Documentationto be Submittedby AustralianCitizensWishing to Marry in Italy

TheDeputyChairoftheJoint StandingCommitteeon Treaties,Mr Wilkie, askedthe
DepartmentofForeignAffairs andTradeuponnoticeon 13 February2004:

(1) Are thereanyqualificationsfor thewitnessesto the swornstatement?Do
theyhaveto saythat theapplicantis in apositionto makethe statement?Would
it bedifficult to obtainfour suchwitnesses?

TheDepartmentofForeignAffairs andTrade- theanswerto thequestionis as
follows:

Thewitnessesmustbeknownto theapplicantandhaveno “direct interest” in the
marriage.No othereligibility criteriaapply.

Thestatementscanbemadeat anItalianEmbassyor Consulatein Australia(or
anywhereelsein theworld) prior to theapplicant’sarrival in Italy. In sucha
case,it wouldnot bedifficult to obtainfour suchwitnesses.Ofcourse,the
statementcanalsobemadeat aregistrar’soffice in Italy.

SenatorAndrewBartlett askedthe DepartmentofForeignAffairs andTradeupon
noticeon 13 February2004:

(2) DoestheAgreementapplyto registeringsamesexrelationshipsin anyway?

TheDepartmentofForeignAffairs andTrade - theanswerto thequestionis as
follows:

No. Italy doesnotrecognisesamesexmarriages.


