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24 March2005

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
Chair
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

Joint StandingCommittee on Treaties— Hearing on the UnitedNations Convention Against
Corruption

I amwriting to clarify someoftheanswersthatI providedto the CommitteeabouttheUnited
NationsConventionAgainstCorruption(UNCAC) on 7 March2005.

DuringtheCommitteehearing,I statedthat:

Theanalysisthat we havedoneto datesuggeststhatwe arepresentlyfully compliantwith the
mandatoryobligationsin termsoflegislation,andourassessmentis thatwe arealso fully
compliantwith theoptionalones(page26 ofHansardtranscript— proofcopy).

To clarify, Australiacomplieswith many,butnot all, ofUNCAC’s optionalprovisions. Australia
complieswith all ofIJNCAC ‘smandatoryrequirements.

In my answerto theChair’squestiononwhetheranydevelopedcountrieshaveratifiedUNCAC, I
includedtheUkraineasoneofthepartiesto IJNCAC (page27 ofHansardtranscript— proofcopy).
This referenceshouldhavebeento Uganda.TheUkrainesignedUNCAC on 11 December2003,
buthasnot yetratifiedit.

I would like to clarify thewayin whichtheDepartmentdeterminedAustralia’slegislative
compliancewith IJNCAC’s mandatoryobligations(page29 ofHansardtranscript proofcopy).
iThe Departmentconsultedall relevantCommonwealthdepartmentsandagencies,includingthe
)epartmentof theTreasury,theAustralianPublicServiceCommission,theAustralianFederal
?oliceandAusAID. Eachdepartmentor agencyconfirmedthatCommonwealthprimarylegislation
.ssufficient. Regulationswill needto bemadeundertheExtraditionAct1988andtheMutual

Assistancein CriminalMattersAct1987.
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The Departmentalsoconsultedwith all StatesandTerritories. Duringthisprocess,someStates
raisedconcernsabouttheadequacyoftheirlegislation. TheDepartmentexaminedthoseconcerns
anddeterminedthattheydo notaffectAustralia’scompliancewith IJNCAC’s mandatory
obligations.
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Yours

ioanneBlackburn
First AssistantSecretary
Criminal JusticeDivision


