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THE HON ALEXANDER DOWNER MP MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
PARLIAMENT HOUSE

CANBERRA ACT 2600

23 NOV ~

DrAndrew SouthcottMP
Chair,Joint StandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

AustraliaandIndonesiamaintainasharedgoalofpeace,securityandprosperityin the region
andrecognisethe importanceofcontinuingto Cooperatecloselyto combatterrorismandother
trausnationalthreatsin theregion. Thesethreatsremainseriousandpresentlong-term
challengesrequiringsustainedandcoordinatedaction.

In thiscontext, theGovernmentsofAustraliaandIndonesiaagreedto negotiateabalanced,
forward-lookingtreatyto providea frameworkfordeepeningandexpandingbilateral
cooperationandexchangeson mattersaffectingthesecurityofbothcountries. Following two
yearsofnegotiation,I waspleasedto signtheAustralia-IndonesiaAgreementon the
Frameworkfor SecurityCooperationwith my Indonesiancounterpart,Dr HassanWirajuda,in
Lombok, Indonesiaon 13 November.

TheAgreementprovidesa stronglegal frameworkfor encouragingdialogue,exchangesand
implementationof cooperativeactivities. It drawstogetherthethreadsofthesecurity
relationshipwith Indonesiaandprovidesafirm basisfor theconclusionof separate
arrangementsin specificareas.ExistingandfutureMOUs on suchissuesascounter-terrorism,
defencecooperationandpolice cooperationwill operatewithin the overarchingframeworkof
thetreaty-levelAgreementandbe guidedby theprinciplesenunciatedwithin.

TheAgreementis practicallyfocusedandseeksto providedirectionto agenciesinvolved in
cooperativeactivitiesto combatterrorismandtransnationalcrime. It aimsto strengthen
cooperationon defence,law enforcement,counter-terrorism,maritimesecurity,andon
emergencymanagementandresponse.TheAgreementalsocontainsa clearundertakingof
supportfor eachother’sterritorial integrity.

Overall,theAgreementwill beAustralia’sfirst securitytreatywith aregionalgovernmentto
covercomprehensivelytraditionalandnon-traditionalsecurity~threats.It shouldsetthe
benchmarkfor othersin the regionandwill contributeto thesecurityofbothcountriesandthe
broaderAsia-Pacificregion.
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I amwriting to providetheJointStandingCommitteeonTreatieswith earlyadviceofthe
proposedtreatyaction,andto notify theCommitteethat I intendtablingtheAgreementin
Parliamentduring the lastsitting weekof2006(4 to 7 December).

I thanktheChairandtheCommitteefortheirconsideration.

Yours sincerely

AlexanderDowner


