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From: Wood, Brett [mailto:Brett.Wood@industry.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 8 April 2004 1:51 PM
To: Morris, Julia (REPS)
Cc: Riethmuller, Jeff; Cockinos, Alex
Subject: JSCOT Public Hearing 8 March 2004 - World Tourism Organization QoN
Importance: High
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BY;

Julia

I have attached the responses prepared by the Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources to the
questions on the World Tourism Organisation treaty raised during the JSCOT public hearing on 8 March
2004.

«Questions on Notice - ITR Responses.doc»
I apologise for the delay in providing this information to the Committee, however it has taken some time to
gather the material required.

Please contact me if you require any further information.

Regards
Brett

Brett Wood
A/g InternationalTeamLeader
TourismDivision

Departmentof Industry,TourismandResources
Level 1, 33 AllaraStreet,CanberraCity ACT 2601
GPO Box 9839,CanberraACT 2601
Ph: 61-2-62137037Fax: 61-2-62137093
Email: brett.wood~industrv.gov.au
Internet:http://www.industrv.eov.au

ABN51 835430479

Theinformationcontainedin this e-mail,andanyattachmentsto it, is
intendedfor theuseoftheaddresseeandis confidential.If youarenot the intendedrecipientyou
mustnotuse,disclose,read,forward,copyorretainany oftheinformation. If youhavereceivedthis
e-mail in
error,pleasedeleteit andnotify thesenderby returne-mailor telephone.
TheCommonwealthdoesnot warrantthat anyattachmentsarefreefrom virusesoranyotherdefects.
You assumeall liability for any loss,damageorotherconsequenceswhichmayarisefrom opening
orusingtheattachments.
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON TREATIES
8

th MARCH 2004

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

WORLD TOURISM ORGANIZATION STATUTES
(MEXICO CITY 27 SEPTEMBER 1970)

DR SOUTHCOTT (ChAIR) askedMr Riethmullerif therehavebeenanymembers
oftheWorld TourismOrganization(WTO) that atsometimein thepasthave
withdrawn,asAustraliadid?(TR 9, ProofCommitteeHansard)

Response:Finlandwithdrew from theWTO in 2001,dueto arestructureofthe
Government’sapproachto tourism.

TheUnitedStatesofAmerica(USA)withdrew from theWTO in 1996,
predominantlydueto theclosingoftheUnitedStatesTravelandTourism
Administration,whichat thetime, wastheagencyresponsiblefor tourismpromotion
in theUSA. TheUSA is currentlyconsideringrejoiningtheWTO.

TheBahamas,Grenada,andTrinidadandTobagowithdrewoneconomicgrounds.
TheCaribbeanTourismOrganizationijaiseswith theWTO onbehalfoftheislands.

TheUnitedArabEmirateswithdrewin the 1 980sfor economicreasons.

MR WILKIE askedMr RiethmullerhowtheexecutiveoftheWTO workedandhow
oftenit met?

Response:TheexecutiveoftheWTO is structuredasfollows:

ExecutiveCouncil
TheExecutiveCouncil is theWTO’s governingboard.It meetstwiceayearandhas
27Memberswho areelectedby the GeneralAssemblyin aratioof onefor everyfive
Full Members(in accordancewith theWTO’s RulesofProcedureto ensurefair and
equitablegeographicaldistribution).

TheCouncil electsoneChairmanandtwo Vice-Chairmenfrom amongits Members.
Thetermofoffice ofMemberselectedto theCouncil is fouryearsandelectionsfor
one-halfoftheCouncil membershipareheldeverytwo years.Spainis aPermanent
MemberoftheExecutiveCouncil. RepresentativesoftheAssociateMembersand
Affiliate Membersparticipatein ExecutiveCouncilmeetingsasobservers.

A full list oftheExecutiveCouncil andWTO membershipcategoriesis at
AttachmentA.

Secretariat
The Secretariatis ledby the Secretary-General,who supervisesabout90 full-time
staffat WTO’sMadrid Headquarters.TheSecretary-Generalis responsiblefor



implementingtheWTO’swork programmeandservingtheneedsofmembers.The
termoftheSecretary-Generalis four years.

TheWTO alsoconvenesseveralotherhigh levelmeetingsandcommitteesthatinput
into thedirectionoftheOrganization.

GeneralAssembly
TheGeneralAssemblyis theprincipal gatheringoftheWTO. TheAssembly,which
meetseverytwo years,comprisesFull MembersandAssociateMembers. Affiliate
Membersandrepresentativesofotherinternationalorganizationsparticipateas
observers.

RegionalCommissions
Establishedin 1975 assubsidiaryorgansofthe GeneralAssembly,thesix Regional
Commissions- Africa, theAmericas,EastAsiaandthePacific,Europe,theMiddle
Eastand SouthAsia - meetonceayear. Membershipcomprisesall Full Membersand
AssociateMembersfrom thatregion,whileAffiliate Membersfrom theregion
participateasobservers.

EachCommissionelectsoneChairmanandits Vice-Chairmenfrom amongits
Membersfor atermoftwo yearscommencingfrom one sessionto thenextsessionof
theGeneralAssembly.

Committees
SpecialisedcommitteesofWTO Membersadviseonmanagementandprogramme
content. Theseincludethe:

- WTO EducationCouncil
- WTO BusinessCouncil
- World Committeeon TourismEthics
- ProgrammeCommittee
- BudgetandFinanceCommittee
- StatisticsandMacroeconomicAnalysisof TourismCommittee
- MarketIntelligenceandPromotionCommittee
- SustainableDevelopmentofTourismCommittee
- Quality SupportCommittee



ATTACHMENT A

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Officers for 2004
Chairman:RussianFederation
Vice-Chairmen:JordanandNigeria

Members
Andorra(2005)
Botswana(2007)
Brazil (2005)
Bulgaria(2007)
Cameroon(2005)
Croatia(2007)
Cyprus(2005)
DominicanRepublic(2005)
Ecuador(2005)
Eritrea(2005)
France(2005)
India (2005)
Indonesia(2007)
Italy (2007)

Jordan(2005)
Lebanon(2005)
Mali (2007)
Mexico (2005)
Morocco(2005)
Nigeria(2007)
Pakistan(2005)
Philippines(2007)
RepublicofKorea(2007)
RussianFederation(2005)
Senegal(2007)
Seychelles(2007)
Spain(PermanentMember)
Tunisia(2007)
Turkey(2007)

Representativeof theAssociateMembers:
Macao,China(2005)
Representativeofthe Affiliate Members:
TourismeMontreal(2005)

Note:Yearin which termofofficeexpiresshownin brackets.

WTO MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

The WTO hasthreecategoriesofmembership:Full Members,AssociateMembers
andAffiliate Members.

• Full membership is opento all sovereignStates.
• AssociateMembership is opento all territoriesnot responsiblefortheirexternal

relations. Membershiprequirestheprior approvalofthegovernmentwhich
assumesresponsibilityfor theirexternalrelations.

• Affiliate Membership comprisesa widerange oforganizations and companies
workingdirectlyin travel, tourismandrelatedsectors.Thesemayinclude:airlines
andothertransport,hotelsandrestaurants,tour operatorsandtravelagents,
bankinginstitutions,insurancecompanies,travelassistance,andpublishing
groups.




