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SubmissionNo: ~29

From: John Bingle [jbingle@bigpond.com]

Sent: Tuesday, 6 April 2004 5:48 PM

To: Gould, Gillian (REPS)

Cc: Committee, Treaties (REPS); Darcy Gibbs

Subject: Joint Standing Committee on Treaties - FAD

1111
~III6 APR 2004

BY:

DearMs Gould,

International Fundfor AgriculturalDevelopment

Pleasefind attacheda Submissionfor inclusiontotheJointStandingCommitteeon Treatiesfor IFAD.

Yoursfaithfully,
JohnBingle
GeneralManager,Africa
Centrefor Mined LandRehabilitation
Universityof Queensland

7/04/2004



6 April 2004
Ms Gillian Gould,
Secretary,
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties,
ParliamentHouse,
CANBERRA. ACT 2600

DearMs Gould,
Re: Submissionto Joint Standing Committee on Treaties

I wasconcernedto hearthroughtheconsultingindustrythat theGovernmentis consideringwithdrawing its
supportfor IFAD (InternationalFundforAgriculturalDevelopment).
I would havethoughtwith thecurrentdifficulties in theworld relatingto terroristactivitiesthatAustralia
shouldbeseenwith thebestpossiblefocus on assistingtheunder-developedandthemarginallyisolated,
whichwould fall into theWAD lendingcriteria. It is possiblymoreimportantto supportWAD in this
currentperiodthanit hasbeenin thepast.
To this avail I wouldlike to presentsomebackgroundinformationwhich mayhelp to supporta debatefor
thecontinuationof our involvementwithWAD.
I havebeenassociatedwith the consultingindustryespeciallyin agriculturalconsultingfor themajorityof
my adult working life, havingspent6 yearsin PapuaNewGuineaanda further23 yearsin manyAfrican
countries.During this periodI was founderandprincipalof JohnBingle Pty. Limited - my own agricultural
consultingcompanyspecialisingin all formsof agriculturaldevelopmentin variouspartsof thedeveloping
world. Wehadoffices in Sydney,Mogadishu,SomaliaandGaborone,Botswana.I was alsoPresidentof
theAustralianAfricanBusinessCouncil.
ThecompanyemployedsixteenpermanentstaffmembersinNorth-eastAfrica in longtermcontractual
obligationswithvariousGovernments,andwassupportedby a continuingstreamof shorttermspecialist
consultants.Thesevariedin numbersfrom six or eightup to approximatelytwenty. Countriesin whichthe
companyhadprojectinvolvementincluded- Tunisia,Sudan,Ethiopia,Somalia,Kenya,Tanzania,Uganda,
Zambia,Zimbabwe,Namibia,Botswana,Lesotho,Mozambique,Mali, Ghana,India, Indonesia,Bunna,the
MaldivesandPapuaNewGuinea.All projectactivitieswere fundedthroughthemajordonors - ie World
Bank,WAD, UNDP andKFW of Germany.
WAD especiallyhasauniquerolein supportingthe “poorestof thepoor” projects,which quite oftenare
overlookedandarenotof interestto the largerdonors.Australia, by beingactivewithin WAD givesusthe
opportunityto passon ourtechnicalskills and demonstrateourgenerousnaturein all aspectsofproject
development.Weareableto “onsell” our manufacturingbaseandtrainingcapabilitiesthroughour
institutions,andin theprocessassistthoseon thepovertyline inpoorercountries.
In my view,this “bridgeofassistance”will becomemoreimportantasthe worldhasbecomepolarised
betweentherich andthepoor. It would beshort-sightedto makea decisionto withdrawoursupportfrom
WAD in thecurrentworld climate.

Yoursfaithfully,
JOHNBiNGLE
GeneralManager,Africa
CentreforMined LandRehabilitation
Universityof Queensland,
ST. LUCIA. QLD. 4072


