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The Australian Agencyfor International Development(AusAID) hasprovidedthe
following answersto questionsonnoticeat theJoint StandingCommitteeonTreaties
publichearingof22 March2004.
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The Chair askedMr March,AusAID:

“If Australiais nota member,is thereanyquestionatall abouttheability ofGRM
Internationalto applyfor IFAD projects?”

“Is it (GRM International)incorporatedin EuropeorNorthAmerica?”

“Canyoutakethis questiononnoticesowegetadefinitiveansweron thestatus

ofGRM Internationalif Australiaisno longerapartyto WAD?”
AusAID — The answersto theChair’s questionsareasfollows:

1. While AttorneyGeneral’sDepartmenthasadvisedthat thereis no legal
requirementthateligibility to competefor WAD contractsisbasedon
membershipofthefund, WAD hasadvisedthatit is theirpolicy andpractice
to limit eligibility for procurementofgoodsandservicesto memberstates.

2. Onthebasisofthispolicy andpractice,GRM InternationalPtyLtd, asa
companyincorporatedin Australia,wouldnotbe deemedeligible for IFAD
contractsonceAustralia’swithdrawaltakeseffect.

3. GRM InternationalGroupLtd hasshareholdingsin projectmanagement
companiesin Sweden,theNetherlandsandtheUK. Thesecountriesare
memberstatesofWAD. Theprojectmanagementcompanybasedin the
NetherlandshasbeenawardedWAD-fundedcontracts.
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Mr Hunt askedMr March, AusAID:

1. “Who are not membersat all — companiesfrom non-membercountriesthat
havereceivedcontracts.”

AusAID — Theresponseis asfollows:



1. On31 March2004,IFAD referredAusAID “to aspecificcasein thepast
whereExecutiveBoardapprovalwassoughtby IFAD managementfor a
“waiver”, on anexceptionalbasis,for aRecipientto procuregoodsfrom a
non-memberstate. In thecaseof aprojectin Namibia,theRecipientsought
to procurevehiclesfrom SouthAfrica (at thattimenot amemberof IFAD but
on thevergeofbecomingone) onthebasisofinability to procuresuch
vehicleselsewherein acost-effectivemanner.”
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Mr Wilkie askedMr March,AusAID:

1. “Australia will still bemakingcontributionsbut notcurrentorfritureones. Is
New Zealandin thesameposition? Dowehaveanyideawhethertheyare
still putting drawdownmoneyinto IFAD?”

AusAID — Theanswerto thequestionis asfollows:

1. NewZealandhadathree-yeardrawdownschedulefor IFAD 5. New Zealand
paidout thelast tranchein February2004.
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Mr King askedMr March,AusAID:

1. “WherearetheAustraliancompanies(with IFAD contracts)working?”
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SenatorSantoro askedMr March,AusAID:

2. “What companieshavegot contractsvia theIFAD processesandwherethey

areoperating?”

AusAID — Theanswersto thequestionsareasfollows:

1. IFAD hasadvisedusthatit doesnothold adatabaseofcompaniesthat have
wonIFAD contracts.

2. From theinformationavailablein submissionsby consultants,all referto
projectsin Africa, in particularBotswana,Somalia,SudanandSub-Saharan
Africa, andsomeadvisetheyhavehadcontractsin theMiddleEastandthe
formerSovietUnion. Oneconsultantmentionedthathe“madea
contribution”to thedesignofaprojectin Indonesia.



(Transcript pages 15 and 16)

Mr Wilkie askedMr March,AusAID, for:

1. Adviceon thepositionif thethreeActsrelatingto Australia’smembership
andcontributionsto IFAD werenotrepealed.SpecificallyMr Wilkie asked
whethertherewould beanycontinuingobligationsif theActswerenot
repealed.

AusAID — Theanswerto thequestionis asfollows:

1. After Australiahaswithdrawnits membershipoftheFund,theActswould
haveno furtherapplication.TheActsgive domesticlegaleffect to whatis
requiredin accordancewith theIFAD Agreement.Onceamemberwithdraws
from theAgreement,andis notsubjectto furtherobligationsunderthe
Agreement,correspondingly,therewill beno furthercommitmentsat the
domesticlevel.
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SenatorSantoroaskedMr March,AusAID to:

1. “ProvidetherationaleoftheCanadianinitiative in theSouthPacific.”

AusAID — Theansweris asfollows:

1. Referringto Canada’smajorpolicy statementofSeptember2002on
strengtheningaid effectiveness“CanadaMakinga Differencein theWorld”,
Canadahasreorientedthegeographicspreadofits aidto bemorefocussedon
keycountriesandregionsthroughoutAfrica, AsiaandtheAmericas. Thishas
includedselectingalimited numberoftheworld’s poorestcountriesfor
enhancedassistancewhile graduallywithdrawingfrom others. ThusCanada
hasmovedrapidlyto increaseits focuson Africa bringingthetotal resources
for thatregionto (Canadian)$6 billion in 2002.

2. Accordingto theCanadianInternationalDevelopmentAgency’s(CIDA)
website,a 14 yearprojectin theSouthPacific“Canada— SouthPacificOcean
Development”will becompletedthis year. Theonlyremainingcurrent
initiative in thePacificwill bethe CanadaFund for Local Initiatives, which is
valuedatjust over(Canadian)$2 million andis reviewedannually. The
CanadaFundis intendedasaresponsivefundthatprovidessmall-scale,short-
termsupportfor developmentprojectsat acommunitylevel.
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Mr Wilkie askedMr March, AusAID:

1. “Whether,havingwithdrawn,they(Canada)arestill makingongoing
contributionsdueto existingcontracts,orpulling out (oftheSecretariatfor
PacificCommunities(SPC))withoutanyfinancialties.”

AusAID — Theansweris asfollows:

1. Canadaceasedfundingto theSecretariatforPacificCommunities(SPC)in
1995. Thereareno contractsandno ongoingcontributionsto theSPC.


