
SUBMISSIONNO 7

TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse,Canberra
Email: jsct@aph.gov.au

I wishto registerastrongobjectionto thelimited timefor submissionson 13 proposed
internationaltreatiesincludingan Agreementwith UruguayonPromotionand
Protectionof Investments,anAgreementwith Egypton thePromotionandProtection
of InvestmentandthePacificAgreementon CloserEconomicRelations(PACER).
Thetwo bilateral investmenttreatiescontaininvestor-statecomplaintsmechanisms
which allow corporationsto challengegovernmentlegislationandto suegovernments
for damages.We objectto theseprovisionsasanunderminingof democratic
governanceandanexpansionof legalpowersfor corporationswhichcanalready
exercisehugeeconomicinfluenceongovernments.
ThePacificAgreementon CloserEconomicRelations(PACER)is anagreementwhich
providestheframeworkfor futurefreetradeagreementswhichwould includethe
removalof all tradeandinvestmentbarriersbetweenAustraliaandNew Zealandand
themuchsmallerandvulnerableeconomiesof thePacific Islands.It is proposedthat
Australiaratify thePACERAgreementatthePacificIslandsForumin August2002.
Non- governmentorganisationsin thePacific Islandshavenotedthat PACERhasnot
beenwidely debatedby thepublic or by parliamentsin theregionandhaveraisedthe
following questions:

• theimpactof afreetradeagreementsontraditionalcommunalownershipof land
andon theability to regulateuseof naturalresourcessuchasmineralsandtimber

• theimpactof freetradein governmentprocurementontheability of governmentsto
encouragelocal developmentthroughpurchasingproductsfromlocal firms

• theimpactof liberalisationof food importsonfoodsecurityandhealth.Studiesof
countriessuchasFiji andTongahaveshownthatcheapfood importshaveundercut
local foodproducts,drivenlocal farmersoutof businessandhaveled to higher
consumptionof fatty andhigh-carbohydratefoodswith consequenthealthimpacts

We askthatthecommitteeconsiderthesequestionscarefullyandif necessaryextend
thetime for theinquiry.

Yourssincerely

RosieWagstaff
27WilsonLane
Darlington2008


