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The Uniting Church in Australia

Synod of Victoria Justice and International Mission Unit
130 Little Collins St Melbourne 3000 Phone: 03 9251 5271 Fax: 03 9650 4490

8 May 2002

The Secretary
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties

Parliament House
Canberra, ACT, 2600

Dear Secretary,
International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings

I am writing on behalf of the Justice and International Mission Unit, Uniting Church in
Australia, Synod of Victoria, to support Australia acceding to the International Convention
for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings if safeguards are in place to ensure that this treaty
does not violate Australia’s other human rights obligations.

The Unit believes that through the teachings of Jesus, He calls on all Christians to reject the
ways of violence and instead put their efforts into radical peace-making initiatives. We
believe that this should form a moral basis to guide our society. Therefore, the Unit supports
action to deter terrorism in any form, provided such action does not violate other basic human
rights standards.

Our support for Australia acceding to the International Convention for the Suppression of
Terrorist Bombings would be conditional on the Australian legislation bringing the treaty into
force explicitly stating that no one suspected of a terrorist bombing will be extradited to a
country where there are any grounds to suspect the person may be:

tortured;

ill-treated;

extrajudicially executed;

subject to the death penalty;

subjected to prolonged detention without trial; or

denied the right to a prompt fair trial that meets international standards for a fair trial.

Yours sincerely,

Rev David Pargeter

Director

Justice and International Mission Unit
Uniting Church Centre

130 Little Collins St

Melbourne, Victoria, 3000

Phone: (03) 9251 5271

Fax: (03) 9650 4490

E-mail: david.pargeter@vic.uca.org.au



