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Secretary
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse,Canberra.

Pleaseacceptthis submissionwhich is latebecauseof theshorttime
allowedfor theexpressionof comment.Indeed,theveryshortsubmission
periodis amockeryof consultationprocessaboutwhich I stronglyobject.

Thebilateraltreaties11Agreementwith UruguayonPromotionandProtection
of Investments”andan~‘Agreementwith EgyptonPromotionandProtection
of Investment”containinvestor-statecomplaintsmechanismswhichallow
corporationsto challengegovernmentlegislationandto suegovernments
for damages.Theseprovisionsunderminedemocraticgovernanceand
expandthelegalpowerswhichcorporationsexerciseto economically
influencegovernments.

ThePacificAgreementonCloserEconomicRelations(PACER)hasnotbeen
debatedby theregionalpublic or their Parliaments.NGOsin thePacific
Islandshaveraisedthefollowing questions:

• theimpactof a freetradeagreementsoncommunalownershipof land
andontheability to regulateuseof naturalresourcessuchasminerals
andtimber

• theimpactof freetradein governmentprocurementon theability of
governmentsto encouragelocaldevelopmentthroughpurchasing
productsfrom local firms

• theimpactof liberalisationof food importsonfoodsecurityand
health.In Fiji andTongacheapfood importshaveundercutlocal products
driving farmersout of businessleadingto higherconsumptionof fatty and
highcarbohydratefoodswith consequentill effectsonhealth

Thecommitteeis askedto considerthesematterscarefullyandnot be
rushedto ill-consideredconclusions.

Yourssincerely,
RonClifton.


