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The Secretary

Standing Committes on Infiashructure, Transport,
Regional Develepment and Loced Gaverpment

House of Representiatives

PO Box:6021

Parlicirmsnt House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

T Judy 2008

Dear Sir/ Madam

Inguiry info o New Regional Development Funding Program

Strathbogie Shire Councll is ¢ srnall rural North East Victoran Council.  Like most small
ruralh Counclls througheut Australicr, 'we have o krge infrashucture gap. And, o
identified by %he Federczi Govemmeni’ Pfoducf;v iy Comm ' ion Review, wsi‘h no capamfy
wels cr:ucml mprovidmg csny opportuni‘iy for smqli Councﬂs to esmblish hew infrastructre
projects for s community,.  Counclt had an gpplicotion Inte the Bimer Regional
Paimerships progiam entitled “Progtessing Eurod’ for Irmprévéments fo EUicd's Séven
Creeks Paik precingt and'the asteblishment of o Visitarinformation: Centre.  Council had
secured funding from the Stafe Govermnment’s Small Towns Funding Program and,
matfched with Councll and community funds, was looking for suppert from the Federal
Govemnment.  With the cessafionof the fi’egsonq Partnisrships fundang, our cormmunity is

bitterly disappointed that this project wilt now not proceed The Federal Govermment
does not dppreciate the effort made by small wiral Counglls Ity having fo fund the
consultancies 1o develop concep! plans, Undertake community consultation: and then
furid further descgn enginesr constitahcies fo encble submission fo: the: Federdl
Govemiment.  The previous process of ensuing thet projects aresinvestment ready cre o
prohibiter to-small rural Councils making applications as they simply do not have the up
front funds just to.gef anapplication in,  Indeed, even affer committing such funds. the
Federal Govemnment approvals processin inordinadely long and itls notuncommon 16
not have any response within Twelve months,

The Federal ‘Govermnment Inguiry should consider investigating State Govemment
Reglonal Development Victoria's proesss for Smiall Towns Funding.  Indeed, Councilsare
diven feedback on the likely success of funding very ecrly on before very precious
Gouncll funding Is expended 1o the application sfage:  In addiflon, the timelines for
aadvising of how successful an applicotion has been is tsually within the- order of two
months. As such, Councll commends the Federdl Inguity 1o aonsider o process similar to
that used by Regional Development Victoria for its Stall Towns Victoria Funding Program.
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As previously mentioned, small rural Counclls with large Infrastructure gaps do not have
much chanee of underfaking many projects to Improve the quality of life for their
communities.  Assuch, It Is recommended that any review should ensure that funding is
for rural Aushialia only, and riot openied up to the richer clity and intetface Councils who
havertheresources fo make quality applications 1o the dettiment of siricll riral Souncils.

The Federal Government Inquiry should dalse consider exploring ways that genuine three-
way parinerships between the Federal, State and Local Governments could be
established with respect fo the development of individual projects fo ensure rmaximum
co-operation and leveraging of funding. Council's previous application and:experience
of This has bieen very poort to saythe Jeash

Council thanks you for the opporfunity to make asubiission to the Inguiry.

Yours faithfully ,///
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- 8 JUL 70
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