Disclosure of evidence and documents of
House and joint committees

Resolution adopted 11 October 1984

(1) That, unless otherwise ordered, the House authorises Mr
Speaker to permit any person to examine and copy evidence
submitted to, or documents of, committees which are in the
custody of the House, which have not already been
published by the House or its committees, and which have
been in the custody of the House for at least 10 years:
Provided that if such evidence or documents were taken in
camera or submitted on a confidential or restricted basis,
disclosure shall not take place unless the evidence or
documents have been in the custody of the House for at least
30 years, and, in the opinion of Mr Speaker, it is appropriate
that such evidence or documents be disclosed:

Provided further that Mr Speaker report to the House the
nature of any evidence or documents made available under
this resolution and the person or persons to whom they have
been made available.

(2) That the House of Representatives, having considered
Message No. 265 of the Senate, agrees that the disclosure of
evidence or documents of joint committees be authorised by
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives under the same conditions as are provided
in paragraph (1) of the message.*

(3) That the foregoing resolutions have effect notwithstanding
anything contained in the standing orders.

*

Paragraph (1) of Message No. 265 of the Senate is in the same terms as paragraph
(1) of this resolution with references to the Senate and the President in place of
references to the House and the Speaker.
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