Legal and Constitutional References {Senate) Commitiee:
nguiry into indigenous Workers Whose Paid Labour Was
Controlled by Government {Stolen Wages)

Submission by Thurius Saunders.
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ith regard o Indigenous mwmm wbase paid abQLF was controlied by
government: talking about missing unpaid and underpaid wages, savings and
other benefits (stolen wages) held by govemments:

a) Many of the oid people, my parents, aunties, famities from the missions, ail
had wages and savings condrotied by the government.

There are many stories from my mother and father, and all the old people,
about physical and sexual abuse and mistreatment at work... shaved heads
and put in the sun, young girls hung up in bags on a line in the sun, being
iocked up in small places, and having wages withheld. So many stories of
abuse, 50 many.

if someone reported any form of abuse they were punishad themseives.

b} Wages were shways heid from people and they wers just given a very small
amount as pocket monay. They didn't see their wagss.

The money thay got was through the Director of Native Affairs in Brisbane, the
‘Protector of Aboriginals’, and through the main office at the missions through
the police from the Director of Native Affairs. They were somstimes given
receipts. When they went to collect their money from the police station, the
police wouid tell them how much money they could have, not their own full
antited payment. The police would make the decision how much the person
should have. The people were treated like they ware asking for something
that was not rightfuily theirs, and reated with disrespect, when they were just
wanting what was due io them. The money was not iooked after properly.
People do not know what happenead to their money, i wasn't there when they
want {o the office for the money that had been heid from them. it went to the
commonwealth not to the peonle who worked for the money. There was fraud
on savings accounts and misappropriation of funds, and a large volume of
undetected fraud which has been admitted to by the department. There are
many ‘tost’ files. My father and many people always had monay taken out of
their wages,

¢} The Aboriginal Welfare Fund was not set up as a trust fund in the usual
ganse, and there were no restrictions on gwemmant% n ralation to the way
they used the fund moneys, or to the mixing of funds, or on the purchasing or
disposing of assets. It seams it was set up and used how people wanted
without any regulation that the money be made available to the wage earmners.
Aboriginal wagss were stolen and used as government funds. The money
was used for government funding for aboriginal welifare, funding reserves, and
subsidising losses from trading activities, frading activiies on missions,
Cueensland Aboriging! Creations, and significant amounts were retained by
treasury for general purposes, mixed with other ﬁ&p&ﬁmeﬂt funds, and spe
on other projects, loans’ io authorities eg.. Hospitals weatm@ﬂm m dtm




cash advances atc. They did not make sure the money was locked after
properly, responsibly, orin the best interests of the Aboriginal wage earmers,
ardd in marny cases, at all

d) Maternity allowances, child endowment and pensions seem to have been
paid into the department for the ‘care of Aboriginal children in institutions and
dormitories, not o the parents, and given to the proper recipient according o
the wishes of the person in control of the moneay, or nol.

None of the old people, or my parenis or family mambers nave spoken about
workers compensation or inhertances, 5ot seems these were not issues that
were discussed with the Aboriginal workers.

&} Many record have been ‘lost, there has been much secracy, exploitation,
danial and social injustice over many decades and different governments. No
government has tzken the issue on in an honest and total way, with the aim of
bringing justice and compensation for past wrongs which have detrimentally
affected the traditional owners of this country in 80 many ways.

£} Qur family has travelled to Brisbane and spent many hours, days and
weeks in the archives searching for information about our family members. i
is a ot of work gong through the paperwork and would be impossible for
people with literacy problems. Going © the archives is straightforward with
idantification, but the searching is very time consuming and didficult, There are
many records to search through. These record should be kept and collated
and put onto computer data base by & neutral group so that they are safe,
more accessible, easier to reference and rasearch, and available for all who
wish to sesg then.

g} So far the Consultancy Bureau has just highlighted the difficuities involved
in researching the wagses, savings, entitlements and fund moneys wnen so
many records are missing. The government says it will make every effort io
provide available information, but at this point all the work needs to be done
by the individugl/s searching for information. An indepandent body needs to
ba completely funded by government as a truth and reconciliation
commitment, to take on the task of gathering all available information and
setting up a system of repaymeant of all moneys with appropriate interest over
these years, and o pay compensation to the peopls who suffered physically
and financially under protection laws, inter-genarationally and {o this day, as
these affects have been passad through each generation o the presenteg. If
someone had been paid property, they would have felt respected, and might
have besn abie io buy a property they would have been able o pass onto
their families elc.

h} One example of responsibie government handling of a similar situation with
the tnuit people of Canada, is that the people now have a percentage of the
GDP, self-govemance, receanition and respect as raditional owners, and the
opportunity of true sustainability and self-reliance and working out past and
current issues in the way they need to themselves. Our country would do well
to emulate or even better that situation for the Aboriginal pecpies of Austratia.
i} We definitely need a national forum as soon as possibie to tafk about how
the monsy was controfled and the accumulated affects of that to this day.
Records need to be set stralght and the truth neads to be written in to the
history books about these, and all Aboriginal issues, so that this country can
finally ook at itseif in truth, and move forward in an honest spirit of respect
and co-operation.




STATEMENT FROM THURLUS SAUNDERS (NEE WALKER)
RE: STOLEN WAGES FROM PARENTS,
GRACE WALKER (NEE SANDYCAPE, ANDERSON, ROY)
AND (HERBERT) BERTIE WALKER.

(SEE ATTACHED CLAIMANT INFORMATION SHEET AND COPIED RECORDS}

My mother, Grace Walker, shared many stories about her life with me, many times, and | remember
what she told me about the mission, and her working life and the many difficuities she experienced from
aneerly age, being separated from her famiy, and sent out to work while she was stilt a child.
~Hiy-fother was sent cut to work from the Woorabinda Settlement at the age of nine (9) years.

Being a big-built giri, she looked much older than her years. She was sent out from the dormitory at nine
years old to work as & baby sitter, After that, she was sent to work at Hornet Bank Station, working for
Bab Scott and his wife, where she worked as 2 housemaid and cook. She also told me how she would
cook for 33 shearers at the age of 14. Mum always spoke well of this family. :

She was sent to Brisbane to work for the McFarlane family as a domestic, and also for the Sparkes
family {Jandowae), and then to Cherbourg, where she worked as a help in the hospital while she was
carrying her first child.

Mother was married at the age of 25 to Bertie Walker &t Woorabinda Settlement.

My father, (Herbert) Bertie Walker went and worked on a station as a teenager, his boss's name was Mr
Glasson. | know father atways talked of droving caitle from Quamby down over the border into N.SW.
He worked with Mr. Glasson until his boss died, The fast fime he saw his hoss was while taking catle
from Cuamby. | know he worked there before he was 18 years old because mum and dad wanted fo
rrarty then, but they were not permitted by the superintendent, and toid they were foo young. They were
allowed to marry many years later when dad was 30 years old, they had to wait until then.

Dad was also a blackiracker in Rockhampton. After getting married he worked in Woorabinda mission
as @ policernan, & butcher, and a stockman. He left Woorabinda in 1944 and worked &t Fairy-mead
Pantation at Avondale. There was money deducted out of his pay as always when you were under the
Act. My father worked two jobs that got him long service before he died.

Afer mother and father were married in 1935, they both went to the office in Woorabinda to coliect the
money that was kept from their wages, and to their great disappeintment, were told there was nothing.
My mother never drank or smoked. For all the years mum worked she was told she had nothing, but she
knew different, the money should have been there for thern. Mum spoke of Superintendent Blair and
Superintendent Naggs over that ime.

| remember going in to the office with mother when | was smalt and the people asking for their own
money were being treated very badly. They made people look small when they were just asking for the
money that was due to them.

My mother had to endure many things no person should have te five through, being taken from her
mother and forced in to the dormitory, and punished for trying to see her mother or family. She and other
children were forced to wear uncomfortable hession bags for clothing for punishment, and she was
given pants without the buiten sewn on as & uniform. She was made 1o look after the younger chikdren in
the dormitory and given responsibifities a child should not be asked to do.

She was once accused of taking another child's bible text, afthough she had akeady learnt her own,
they didn’'t believe ner and she was punished by being put in to the morgue, locked in that horrible and
frightening place, alone. Ancther tima she had her hair cut off and was made to sit out in the sun i
Waoorahinda, where it gets very hot, this also happened to other children. Ancther punishment was o
pul = child's head in the pee bucket that was in the comer of the dormitory, that the younger chiidren
often defecated in. When my mother and father were getting married, my mather had ordered some
material to make her wedding dress. The other people told her it was held in the Superintendent’s office
for weeks after it armived, and it was only given to her the day beforg her wedding. This didn't'stop my
mother, though, and she stayed up all night and finished her dress to wear {o her wedding that day. She
always said that all of these things that have happened to Aboriginal people have to come out and be
heard by everyone.

My mother and father were both hard working and very honourable and respected people. They both
had so many stories of cruelty and disrespedt, to themselves and other Aboriginal people, by the system
shey grew and worked under. They have had to endure all these things in their lives, and then be
refused the payments they were due from the honest work they did over so many years. Al of this hes
impacted on their lives, their family, and their communities. | wonder how the people investigating inthe
Senate enquiry wouid feel if it had happened to their own parents and families.

J Apumclens

TULRLS SPURDERD .
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All communications ﬂmu‘;\. a0 ’

sddressad io the
EUPERINTENDENT,

The Direscton of Kative Affairs
Erisb;arm

Iff‘emoram@um

In reference to your Memo 8 B/184
gH‘/ZB: I bag 1;0 advlse as haramia’@aﬁ

Bertis Walker.This man is a light half~caste & at one time he practieally
managed & ﬁoperﬁy* nemed Warkon for a man nsmed : in the Rezgs; Distriet
The man has hls wife & chiildren with him at™Avondale’ wheree he is Yane Cutting

& iz to receive constant ﬂnploymaznt with

I eannot follow that a man who wants gxemption if he is cmxg&%gedl toy live
on & Settleanent with his relatiwes that he is debarred He wanits io get

away from the Settlement &%diiwe assoclates & that goes for his wife
His children are practically white & hbis wife 1s an Octoroon |

W Rormeas iR,
He is aglso employed by Sutton,\bat until they can get a
: %ﬂi‘salmie place to live im he has left his wife here
¢ is & light helf-caste & a man who has neverbeen knownsto drink or buy
drink for others Both he & Walker have = fine record at empjoyment & in

m«m
&ga:r' was with us at Taroum & ~ has been here sinece his mother died

Saralaba atout 9 years ago
&lK&I‘&i brother is exempt & I understand jolned the A.I. B & .
mother . is exemipt as well as her brother : L wHo

{thoaghz ot HUPDLIET with a ce ifiaate}has beend handling His own affalrs
the: last 3 years since his wife died/ His wife was a mdughter of
who is exempi , '

strongly :
I m¥molkxy recofmend that both the above: recelvwe e:x:mnpﬁ:wn. The children

especially of the Walkers are almpds white -

Gemce Wolker aged 35

Desmond som borm 29-I-3l
Rerids  daughter borm 26-10-38
Thurlis Do Do 20=-7-4%
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igryborough bistriect,
th Bundaberg Station,
December z8th. 1944.

anding Cheque for £8-2-54 to Grace Walker,
of Avomdale . Vide attached B'berg Ref. 3875, -

Sir,
Chenue for £8-2-584. to Grace Walker of Avondals,

I have to report having on this date Bhanded

and

obtained her signathre on attached Receipt No. 275663

in my pressenice. :
” .Ckxt'é;ina7éif\;
. nstable 3104,

Director of Native Affairs,

BRISBANE.
Forwarded for your Iinformation.

S A=

Protect f Aboriginals,
- BUNDABERG. P
29/12/44.

G

Sub Insvector of Police,

Bundaberg.
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day of & 2t ki 193,0 Difore me—

Al Al

, Signagura ( Mo o tmra s

Desig:mtion{ ” V7 S A R v WV B SR
“#Tf conscientiously objecting to take an oath, and after making a declaration provided for by the 17th

Section of * The Oaths Act,” 31 Vic. No. 12, strike out the words * being duly sworn, do on my oath declare,”

and insert the words *do solemnly and sincerely declare and affrm.” :

IMENT OF CONSENT.

" BRIDEGROOM. BRIDE.

The consent of ..

SRS AEAYAS G R et SRS B s s TN

; :8%:..;mm..'..mm..m...m.....@...m.... G PERATRE

was given to the marriage of

was given to the marriage of i ,@

G ;

WAN e e o o with

the said the said...: - - R -

being ﬁnder the age of bwenﬁj;r-one years. being under the age of twenty-one years.

Minister or Registrar,

Mi






