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Action for Aboriginal Rights (AAR) fully supports the Indigenous Peoples in their
fight for justice over Stolen Wages, which includes repayment of all the wages, child
endowments etc that were withheld from their people by governments and
institutions. together with interest the money would have eamned, compensation for
the hardship and poverty which the people endured as a result of these actions and

a public forum explaining this injustice and its consequences on the welfare and the
current econemic status of the Indigenous Peoples.

a-b. Details of Stolen Wage Cases.

Our organisation is in no position to provide detailed information on the Inquiry’s
Terms of Reference topics in paragraphs a to h, other then to point out that the
information has been well researched and is available from researchers, such as Dr.
Ros Kidd of the Centre for Public Culture and Ideas at Griffith University, Nathan
Campus.

One issue in particular, which does concern us is the compensation payment to the
Torres Strait Islanders and mainland Aborigines employed by the army in the racially
segregated units known as First Aust Army during the Second World War

(see Appendix for copy of Minutes of the Conference held to discuss the employment
of natives in the army, Melboumne, 1 Feb. 1944).

Though AAR is aware that some compensation has been paid, we would like the
Committee to investigate whether all ex-servicemen of this unit were compensated
and whether the compensation was adequate and just. We further consider that both
the 1944 Conference's findings that the under-pavments were illegal and its rational
for its decision to continue not to pay full rates to the Indigenous personnel should be
publicised as an example of the extent of the injustice the Indigenous Peoples were
subjected to.

i. The Need for National Forum,

AAR is of the opinion that a National Forum to publicly air the complexity and the
consequences of mandatory controls over Indigenous labour and finances is urgently
needed to dispel the persistence and governments’ exploitation of the myths and
misconceptions about the Indigenous Peoples’ employment, economic status and
welfare dependency as well as the constant referral to the Aboriginal Affairs funding
as the non-Indigenous tax payvers’ money.

As has been pointed out by Professor C. D. Rowley in his book “Recovery”, when
Australia became a colony of Britain, the Aborigines, and not the whites, became the
colonised people (pp. 11, 28, 106,112). In the colonising process, the colonised
Indigenous Peoples were not only subjugated to work for the colonisers in virtual
slavery, especially in places where convict labour was not available (see for example
Deborah Bird Rose, “Dingo Makes Us Human”, chapter 1, section “Violence and
Resistance™: Andrew Markus, “From the Barrel of a Gun, the Oppression of the
Aborigines, 1860 to 19007, Part 2, section b, “Slavery in the North-West?”), but
unlike in other colonies, they were also deprived by the colonisers of their main
economic asset through the usurpation without compensation of their lands.




So while the colonisers build their wealth on the colonised Indigenous Peoples’ lands
and labour, the Indigenous people lived in poverty at the mercy of their colonial
masters.

When in 1901 Ausiralia ceased to be British Colony, the colonised Indigenous People
were left out of the decolonising process with the result that they still continue to be
colonised with the colonial autherity having been taken over by the Australian
Government (Rowley, ibid, p. 11), The Stolen Wages are part of the evidence of this
post 1901 colonial control and administration of the Indigencus Peoples.

An open national forum on Stolen Wages is therefore crucial for debunking the myths
and prejudices that still persist in our society, and for Australians (o realise and come
to terms with the fact that Indigenous Australia is still a colony, that the Indigenous
Peoples, like the people of Papua and New Guinea, arc entitled to a decolonising
process and that the funds spend by the governments on Aboriginal affairs come from
the wealth build on the Indigenous Peoples” lands and labour and are due to them as
part of the decolonising process to which they are entitled as a matter of justice
(Rowleyv, ibid, pp. 28, 106, Greta Bird, “Koor Cultural Heritage: Reclaiming the
Past?”, in “MAJAM", Edited by Greta Bird, Gary Martin and Jennifer Nielsen, the
Federation Press 1996)..

Reecommendations.
AAR submits that the Committee recommends that:-

» the Stolen Wages together with interest and just compensation be paid to the
Tndigenous people and their families;

o the illegal under-payments to the Indigenous personnel employed by the army
in the Firet Aust Army during the Second World War be investigated and
publicised;

» ap open nationgl forum be established to publicly air the injustices and
consequences of the history of the colonisation of the Indigenous Peoples of
Australia and of the mandatory control over Indigenous labour and finances
during most of the 20 century under the colonial system.
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wtlon, snd that if wreviocus devlsion i reversed, LG will talle !
us the matter of fixang rates o pay etc. 'The above convarsablion ‘%
wng comlivmsd by sional. ‘ - !

al. Purbher to the above, & tolsphon® conv grsatlon occurred
om LS Jun 44 between Lt-Col MeLELLAN, HR 4 Awst Div, and Capt
CURSANGEY, . Branch HQ First Ausgn Atmy Col MocLellan stated -

(o) 4 AusE biv cdid not wish te make any emeadaect to £he
wg fev water Trangpert dults.

......... //- JEM 9?6‘[—686}_ -
spioday WM VS WHMY




| | (€ That at present, there were 41 manletnd natives e mployed
| in water craft dnits uwder 4 Rust Oiv command, cuol thut
Fhefr _t«e}ewf-l'an was e#rm\g!g recumapnded o fhac %“"*“‘“f

ot their special qfuwl{]ﬁs‘cu{«‘msj '

S P8 (k) as abeve s wuprv v‘éb{J W is reconmended that dhese
nersonnel teceive the same gay and att owantes ws do Torres V
Straits Islaniders, At prelent they are o the owid Tate. o

Y That tua connecfion with pepend anfs fllowanc® o Teopees
Glraits (6tanders Yhe CAvil lialsom Officer (feepf D 2
cowmdnlzaies direet with the profecter of L3land Matived
(Me Curtis) who, in turn, dealg direct wikh 1. Brisbane,
and vecommends that this syetem S-i-tz;u,)if be acicm?eci for ‘
mainland natives. : .

Li-col HeLellan stated thut the whole gms;,itﬁ-m wig
soewectded to tris EG by letter of 3L Moy 4% (AG1Lu/ WLG/D) .

CpeTreN 19 BE ThiKen BY THIS ¥Q

1.

5 Mmlavans irn guestlion are still on leave bubt that oo Lheir

[ i. answer LHQ 45924 ol 3 Apr 44 1O “his HQ - statllng thai
ot

retura they will be¢ transferred to 15 pust weier Tt Coy (NT Force).

!

{

2. On 4 Mar A4, this ¥Q wrote LHQ asking fhal the WE of valet P
Cralt Units should bg ameadpd Lo alliow of the appeintment of native l
corporal pllots and sipred that such pz*@pgsesi smended WE would be ;i
3l

@

forwarded. 4 Aust DpIv , on 30 Mar 44, wrpte staling that They !
do nob want these personnel app pintad covporals but want them

trade groupgd. : .

oa & May 44,First hust jtmy seabt a signiel Lo 4 Aust DL
acklag Tor smendnents to be Iorsarded, : . ' %

on ¢ Mgy 14, 1LHQ wrote this HR calllng TOU a T2p0TT BR
4 to be given tp such pllots.

-

Lo the pa

Ta telephone conversatien of 16 Jum 44 babtweon 11-Cel
toLellan aud Capt Cwrsansky, Li-Col ¥Meiesllen azaln stated that ¥
4 tust Siv did oot wish Lo pake any amondsent .

canformity with LEQ lmgtrustions, that these pilots W pald extrs
o~ rabes, Tals Hg must now dec tde whethey that will be donc by making @f‘g

actlon: p dirdction should be given 10 4 pust Div,in §
Tal g
them eorporals or by trude grouping them.

2. By lebter from 4 Aust Div to this H&of & Mar 44 the guecy |
e raiged me 1o whether the census of dependants asked fo¢ by PFlvst |
pust Army i¢ to inelude childres of widouwers servimg ia ihe Forces :
and whelly of pattly degeadeat mother or otker réigtive of Single ‘:
wifrr . - r

Question of who are actually dependants tg a diEF euls.
question of fact and could hest Bz determined by thf Oirecter ol
pintive Affairg thanm by the ftwy .

in conlerénrce belwedn Lthe aptG and nivector ¢ Wative
AT ivs 1t was pmgmg&d by the ARG that the heparisent of Babtive !
ATEaLrs depl direct with HY Torres Strails Ate2 and DFO Queensipad.

Actioa: This 6@ will now kave to deeide uhe ther thig
couplf ghatl bde adopted and, 1 adopted, will have to write 4 umb
niv ard Director of Mative ATLairs giving vracult ofFf sech decision.

Tt will be moted that the Mel bowrne Conferemct deCined dependanss.

S P

den Tk the obeove lette¥ from 4 Bus® LIV cemmander stales his
willingaess te take the cenyus buk further Stolls lhst he wall
requing exbra Stufl and tramgpeet — This HQ to declde whether
such franspovt and stufd Sf“zguifi' be gramted. comsider letfet te
LHQ necessary 4 BAIL r€ZOTA. AT 5L W _
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cectain peguests have been made by Eawsh biv to AU jes |

werkd coenner [ In fub-therance of the polircy to have z{:smssei ot
ihe all nufrve cmployees,

fAction 1 This HE should write Yo see€ whether this has
been carried out aned, L 55, should so inform LI

|
P on G May 44 LUR wiobe this ue regarding Yhe paY cf native !i
covpecnis and (ance corperats. This lettes 15 referred Fo abeve, :
Ackaow - Legrter Lo he angwered. z
A . May 4 4. LHE wy ol thit HR gnclopsing & araft routine g
grder to LBe w-emﬂ%u‘ce& a5 an ordev of Eivet Aust AYME - i
!
This has nol been deone. }
g e e should answer tettler of 6 May 44 rrom 4 pusi PRIV ‘
(Catefgs/SL) ' ' - (
G - whe Director of Netive Arfairs, Yobiowing on sonferdnce {
with AAG, desires the partleulavs seb put in 37 of abave memo. 1 )
. i s
Artlioa ¢ This Lnfermstien chould be procured and sewt .
£y him, - ' o .
i
a, Copy routiad grders, Whew prommtgaﬁad, to be senb to %
girecter cof NpUive Alrnirs in cenl stwity Wwith premise by AAC. ‘ ] -
1o. consideration sheuwld be given te thé reguest of the Ll
Director pf Native AFfRirs cet cur in 37(LL) ef abOVE MERO and E
1p the desirability 6f Torwardlng cort'éépondéﬂcﬁ From & Rust Di¥ 1
setevrred to lo abeve mend para  S7(1}. '
i3 - - F any gboriginals ard ceqoy ed from 14 fust Water Teb

33 oy coas ideralion showld ke giveén TO the matbers ges out 1o
para 38(e). ‘ ' :

1z, ' Agport shonld be called fw from 4 Bust Div o og the . ¥
qstbers set put ia memo para zg{a) and (B) 1n dug course. G

1i. on Lo Tun 44 this Q3 received a sigral fibm Lacdforcees
ins & pucking Bha b the digchargé of mainlpud narbives he glih heid. '
pending submisgien DY this HQ oF new condibio#s For thesze 4
personnel mnd also of native Cooks, pilsts &Le and requésting that 3
git dekails be forwprded gb @arligst.

Tﬁls should be regaraéé a5 urgent.

14, It was suggested in The telephond cony 8tsatjon bolweerd
Mz o Sanb 8T and Major Tohnstoer that the rouking ovder should nob
ke promulgabed &S 1L dees nol iaclude exlbra pay ToF aboriginals v
whick ahoriginpls arg ghill working. slde by cid & with Tortes O
Stesitg 1slapdets U Whom the oxder dees appP ¥ -

The view of the wriser 15 that the order shoudd be
iemediately prmmul{ateg amel ihat permissios he sought {rom LHQ
to pay the aboriginals the gamg rate as tke Torrés Straif igland€rs
while they arve still there ielng the samg work. It shkould %o
neied thabt alb p:feasenﬁ:, slthough the order has not beesw promulgated,

Tertres Stralls islanders are, in Tact, peing paid the inereased
rates bub the apetiginals are nek . .
- Mujotr Johnsen of Liy advised that First Hust Atwy ghoukd
sukmil a Tepdrl oW thic mattes. - This sheuld now bE dons -
16. fre propessi f 4 Div, 2% seb ouk in para #lld) of zhOUE
memp muslt rew Qb€ considered o _ - -
3
LA ' ;
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