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What happened to the wages

of indizenous workers?

v:

From the 18g90s until the igyos the Queensland
Government conirolted the wages and savings of
indiganous Queenslanders who worked under the
‘Brotection Acks’. Some workers lived on settlements
and missions and thelr wages were pald in rations,
shalter and some cash, Other workers were sent {o
worl for employers and thelr wages were paid into a
savings account held by the Government.

Wany people say that they never got the wages they

aamed and that thelr wages werg unjustly faken
from them and put into the Welfare Fund.

This information sheet will help to explain what
happened. The information relates to the wages of
Aboriginal people. A different, but similar system
was used to control the wages and savings of Torres
Strait islander penpie ‘under the Act’,

WWhere did the wages of
Aboriginal workers go?

,f ”amgu%smy\
f deduction to
f the Aberiginas
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1

The Quesnsisnd Aboriginals Account was a single
hank account used to control the wages and savings of
Aboriginal people. Until the 1g70s, Aboriginal peog}ie
‘under the Act were forced to make compuisory
savings inta this account.

An individual ledger card record was kept for each
person who had money banked inte this account.
This record showed their name, individual deposits
and withdrawals and the balance they had in thelr
savings account.

Many people did not know what was hap;ﬁeﬁm-ﬁ 0
their wages money. Alsc, unlike the rest of l
community, Indigenous people wha were ‘under t

Act’ did not have control over thelr own money
Government officials took maney out of the account
to pay for things like clothing, travel fdres, postage.
medical and dental expenses and purchase orders
or the warker or their family, but the workers
themselves were often not told of this. This has led
t0 concemns ahout haw the maney was spent and
whether peaplie ot all the money they should have,

Other concerns raised questions about possible fraud
and mismanagement of savings accounts and wages,
This is very hard 16 prove because so much time has
gone by and because there is very little evidence on
the records to show if there were any improper
dealings with the accounts.

' -i Of thﬂ.baiaﬂcm we i’e dsstuguted and

" there is now no money in these accounts.

Thergfore, there iz nc money in the Quesnslond
Aboriginals Account which used to held the savings
of Abariginal workers.

What is being done about the
history of wages and savings

@mmlﬁ?

SRR

The Queensland Government is offering re paratmns
to peaple whose wages or savings were controlled
under the ‘Protection Acts’. For details, see the
information sheet on the lnd Igenous W agas and
Savings Reparations Pracess




The Aborigines Welfare Fund was set up in 1943 for
the general benefit of Aboriginal people. Despite

[

what many think, the whole of the wages of

Aboriginal people did not go into this Fund.

Untll 1066, part of Aboriginal workers” wages was
raken and put in the Aborigines Welfare Fund. Some
workers had 2.5% of their wages taken, others had
5% taken, still others had 106% taken. (The
proporiion taken depended on each worker's family
circurnstances and location.)

This mesns that Aborigingl peeple  were
conlributing {0 thelr own welfere.

Surplus interest earned from investment of balances
in the Quaensland Aboriginals Account was also paid
into the Aborigines Welfare Fund. The Fund aiso held
moneys from the operations of retail stores, cattle,
farming and other activities cenducted on

settlements {now Aboriginal Deed of Grant in Trust or
DOGIT communities) and unclafmed maney from the
states of decaased or missing Aboriginal peaple,

ny

At june zp03 thers wos | SR8 miltion in this fund,
which has been frozen since 19932, This meogns that
no money has gone inte or ot of tis fund (apart
from the interest it Is earning). No money from the
Welfare Fund will be used for the [ndigenous
Woges and Savings Reparativns pavments.

What will happen with the
Aborigines Welfare Fund?

Following community consultations ahout whatl
should be done with the Welfare Fund, the
Government is considering all:.the options and will
make a decision in the near future.

For further information en the Indigenous Wages and

Savings

&3

Reparations Process contact your nearest DATSIP Reglonal Office:

Sputh OQueensiand Reglonal Office
Briskane

Phone: {o7) 3225 Bo8z

Frescali: 1800 0ot 68

Ceniral Quaensiand Regional Office
Bockhamplon

Phone:  (07) 4938 4690

Freacail: 1800 00t 084

Horth Queensland Reglonal Office
Townsvikle

Phone:  (07) 4799 7470

Freecall: 18000073 541

West Dueensiand Regional Office
Plount Isa

Phone:  (07] 4744 /33

Frzecali: 1800 621 54

Far Morth Queenstand Regional Office

Lairng

Phone: (07} 4039 8177

Freecall: 1800 001931 -

Toeres Stvalt Regional Office
Thursday Island

Phone:  (07) 4069 1243
freecalis 1800 oot 942

For interstate residents

Wark and Savings Histories Branch
Phone: (07) 3234 8389

Freecall: 1800 809 097

Queensland Government
Department of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait islander Policy

Weik and Savings Histories Bran J“} Ph@m”ﬁf_ {07 7) 3234 B3890 Freecall: 18oc 8oy 09y




Centrelink entitlements

People wha receive Centrelinicentitlements should contact

thelr nearesi Centrefinkk Office o discuss whether the

reparation payment will affect their entitlement.

DATSIP REGIONAL OFFICES:

SOUTH QUEENSLARG REGIONAL OFFICE
BRISBANE '

Level 1, Mineral House, 41 George Street Brishane
PO Box zz0, Albert Street, Brishane, 4002
Phone: {o7) 3225 8g8z

Freecall: 1800 oot 968

Fax: {71 3228 8081

CENTRAL GUEERSLAND REGIOMAL OFFICE
ROCKHAMPTON

Cnr Carnbridge & Victoria Parade, Rockhampion
PO Box 883, Rockhampton, 4700

Phone:  (07) 4938 4690

Freecall: 1800 0wl 984

Fax: {07) 4938 4369

KOBTH QUEENSLAND REGIONAL OFFICE
TOWNSVILLE

4ih Floor, State Government Bullding

Corner Stanley and Walker Streets, Townsville, 4810
PO Box s6zo. Townsville Mall Centre, 4810

Phone: (07} 4799 7470

Freecail: 1800 003 541

Fas: {o7) 4799 7549

WEST QUEENSLARD REGIONAL OFFICE
MOUNT I5A -
52 Miles Streef, Mt 134, 4825

PO Bax 309, MElsa, 4825

Phone: (o7} 4744 73323

Freecall:  1Boo 621548

Faxs {o7) a743 9611

Taxatio

The Australian Tax Office has advised that compensation

paymants wilf not be sublect (o Income tax,

TAR NORTH QUEENSLAND REGIONAL OFFHE
CAIRNS

15t Floor, 36 Shietds Street, Caimns

PO Box gaés, Caims, 4870

Phone: (o7} 4030 8177

Freecall: 1800001931

Fax: {07) 4031 1114

TORRES STRAIY REQIOMAL OFFICE
THUESDAY ISLAND

t/44 Victorig Parade Thursday Istand
PO Box 94, Thursday Island, 48738
Phone: {o7) 4060 1243

Freecall: 1800 001442

Fax: (o) 4069 1781

FOR INTERSTATE RESIDENTS —
WSH BRANCH

Lavel 4A, 75 Willlam Street, Brisbane Qld 4000

PG Box 397, Albert Street, 81’%5bane, Qid 4002z

Phone: (o7} 3234 8389

Freecall: 1800 8og o7

Fax: {07} 3224 8662

Queensland
Government

Department of
Aboriginal and
Torras Stralt Islander
Policy
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Decision

in Movember zo62, the Queenstand Government decided o
offer reparations 1o pecple whose wages and savings were
controlied under ihe ‘Protaction Acts’ between the 18008 and
the 19805, The Government recognises the historical
injustices suffered by many Aporiginal and Tores irall
islander Cueenslanders through the controls imposed by
successive governments over this neriod. The reparations will
include an apology and a monetary amount to individuals, a
public statement in Parliament, and the adoption of a
Queensiand  Government protocol for acknowledging

rradirional owners before commencing Govermnmeant bussingss,

individual reparations
An amount of up fo $55.0M will be available over a three-

year period for individual reparation payments of:

o $4,000 to 2ach person alive on g May 2002, who was
subjact to governmeni conlrois over their wages of
savings under the ‘Protection Acts’, who was bom on or

hafore 91 December 1951; OR

e 2,000 10 each parson alive on 9 May 200z, who Was
subject to government controls over their wases of
savings uader the ‘Protection Acts’, whe was borm

hatween 1 january 1952 and 31 December 1956,

Department of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Policy
{DATSIP)

fver g three-year peried commencing early 2003, the
Department of Abortginal and Torres Straiy Islander Policy
{DATSIP) will be processing the individual reparation

payments and apalogles.

Who can make a claim?

If you believe thai the Queenstand Government controtlad
YOUF Wages of 5avings under a ‘Protection Act-’ﬂanci YO WErS
horn during the eligibility period, you shoutd contad your
nearest DATSIP Regional Office (see over) for advice and fo
complete a claim form. You will nead to provide some proof
of your age such as a driver’s licence, seniors health care

card, age gension card or Centrelink income staterent,

Can ! claim if 1 got
a UAW payment?

The Underpayment of Award Wages Process (UAW) was a

separate process about a different matter Anwyons who
believes that they meet the reparations writerla can claim,

rezardless of whether of not they ciaimed for o WAW payment.

Deceased persons

You can claim on hehalf of a deceased relative if they were
still alive on g May 2002, when the Government made 1ts
decision 1o make a reparations offer 1f you wish to make a
claim on behalf of 2 deceased relative, you will nead to
provide proof of that person’s hirth date as weil as proof of
when they passed away. Ask your nearest PATSIP Regional
Cffice For advica,

How will my claim be processed?
The details you provide on vour claim form wil nelp
DATSIP afficars search for records, They will be locking for
any records which show that your wages of savingé. ware
contralled under a ‘Protection Act’ during the perioil 1897
10 the 16803, They will also checkoyour proof of age records,

Elderty ciaimanis and those who are crifieaily {i will ba

given first prioriy.

Once your claim has been assessed, you will be contacted
by DATSIP latting you know whether your claim has been

assessed as eligible or ineligible.

Paving eligible claimants

i your claim is assessed as etigible, your nearesi DATSIP
Regional Office will notify you and arrangs for you to
recelve free legal advice. If you decide to accept the
payment you must also sign 3 Deed of Agreernent saying
you will not ever go to the courts about the same claim. If
you decide to sign this Deed, then you can recelve your
payment, Paymeni may take up ¢ six weeaks after vou
have signed the Deed of Agreement.

ineligible claimanis

if your claim is assessed as ineligible you will receive
notification from DATSIE, You will be given a phone aumber
to call iF you disagree with the assessment result. If yau
can provide further information, you can ask foryour claim.
to he reassessed. '




IMDIGENOUS WAGES AND SAVINGS REPARATION PROCESS

CLAIM |

People wanting to put in a claim have 10:
o Fill in the claim form

» Have proof of date of birth

if you want to putina claim for someone who has passed away you have Lo
» Fillin the claim form

» Have proof of date of birth of the deceased
= Have proof of their date of death

ACKNOWLEDGMENT LETTER
Department of Aboriginat and Torres Strait Islander Policy (DATSIP) will:
» Register details of all claim forms received {enter on database)

s Send a letter to each claimant telling them that their claim form has
been received

» Tell people what their Claim 1D number is in this letter. People will
need to tell DATSIP this aumber whenever they call us for information.

ASSESSING CLAIM

DATSIP will:
o Assess elderly and seriously ill claimants as first priority

5

e Look for a record of 2 claimant’s wages or savings being controlled
under a “Protection Act’

o Assess the claim as either ‘eligible’ OR ‘ineligible’
e ‘Cligible’ means the person will be offered a payment and apology
s ‘ineligible’ means the person will not be offered a payment w.- pology

ASSESSMENT LETTERS - ELIGIBLE
ELIG!BLE CLAIMANTS

DATS!P will: ™

s Senda lettertoall ‘eligible’ claimants telling them when 2 meeting will
be held in their area so that they can get independent legal advice

» Provide an EFT farm for eligible claimants to give their hank account
details on. if the claimant decides to accept a payment after they've
had their legal advic = they should send the completed form to DATS B




INDIGENOUS WAGES AND SAY|

NG5 REPARATION PROCESS

ASSESSMENT LETTERS —~ INELIGIBLE

INELIGIBLE CLAIMANTS :

DATSIP will:

= Send a letier to all ineligible’ claimants telling them why their claim

s fineligibie’

® Give "ineligible’ claimants a Freecall phone number to call to taik
about why their claim is ‘ineligible’ _

® Assess the claim again, if ‘ineligible’ claimants can give more information.

LEGAL ADVICE AND *DEED?

ELIGIBLE CLAIMANTS

DATSIP will:

° Pay for a lawyer to give eligible claimants independent legal advice

After they get their lega! advice claimants will:
® Have at least 24 hours “cooling of’ time before they decide if they
‘want to or if they don’t want to accept the offer.

 After the 24 hours, people can choose to sign the ‘Deed of
Agreement” accepting the offer of moeney if they want to

PAYMENT AND APOLOGY

ELIGIBLE CLAIMANTS

DATSIP will:

® Receive the signed ‘Deed of Agreement’ document

¢ Send out a letter of apology from the Minister to the person who
signed the Deed *

* Make the reparation payment to the claimant (either straight into their
bank account or by cheque)

CLAIMS FOR DECEASED PERSONS

* DATSIP will follow the Succession Act in making
payments for eligible deceased claimants

® This will mean paying back whoever paid for the funeral

® Then if any money is left it will go to the Public
Trustee for paying rightfgi_heneﬁciaries e

Aberiginal and
. Torres Strait islander
Poticy






