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Foreword

By Dr Robert V Anderson OAM

Chatirperson
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Isiander Advisory Board (ATSIAB}

On hehalf of the Board, I would tike to thank all Abcriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders
and representatives of Community based organisations and Gavernment who participated in
tha Eider's Forum. The courage of participants in teliing their stories and the preparedness of
those government and community organisations in acknowledging the depth of emotional
and legal complexity these issues represent, for most of Queensiand’s Aborigina! and Torres
Strait Islander pecple, is a sign we can reconcile these issues.

The initial objectives of providing information about the past and present situation with
respect to moneys now held in the Aborigines Walfare Fund (AWF) and seeking advice
ragarding future directions for progressing this matter was a major focus of this Elders

Forum.

The outcomes of the workshops and the open forum with the Minister, the Honorable Judy
Spence, indicates the need for an extended period of consultation about the AWF at the local
Community level. The volume of information about the AWF presented at this Forum was
noth complex and confronting i nature for most Elders participating, the need for a further
Elders Forum was acknowladged by the Minister and should be actively pursued in the near
futurae. This will then enable Aboriginal and Torras Strait Islander Elders and the Cueenstand
Government to progress this matter as weil as the recommendations of the 1998 Elders
Egrumm and other issues of importance,

This Forum Report should be embraced by &l as an indication by our Communities Eiders {0
he heard further on ail matters of importance. I am pleased to recommend the outcomes of
she Elders Forum deliberafions as a valuabie contribution to the development of an effective
and inciusive process to address our past present and future issues with respect to the
Aborigines Weifare Fund.

—
or Robert Anderson DAM

Chalrpersoen
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 1slander Advisory Board




1. Terms of Reference N

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Roard were appointed by a decision of
the Queensiand Cabinet in June 1999, The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory
Roard is responsible for advising the Queensland Government on the development and
implementation of policy relating to Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Istander pecnie in
Oueensland. :

Through the Minister for Aborigingl and Torres Strail Isiander Policy, the Boavd is
required to advise on matters such as:

» The broad priorities for expenditure in Aberiginal znd Torres Strait Islander
affairs;
« Implementation of recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aboriginat

Deaths in Custody;
. The means of advancing Reconciliation with Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Istander peaple;
«  Commonwealth-State relations in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander affairs;

and
s Any other Issues that may be determined by the Mirrister.

As the Government's peak advisory body on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Istandsr policy, the
Board is also responsible for coordinating advice provided by its consfituent bodies, as
reguired by the Minister,

Board Membership

ATSIAR comprises of 12 representatives from Queensland's sboriginal and Torres Strait
islander communities and organisations,

Or. Robert ¥ Anderson OAM
Chair of ATSIAR, Chair of State Reconciliation Committee

Ms Chery! Buchanan
Deputy Chair of ATSIAB, and the former Indigenous Advisory Councll

Mrs, Rose Colless
Cairng Elder

Mrs, Ruth Hegarty
Brisbane =lder

Mr, Henry Garnier
Chalr of the Island Cocrdinating Councl

Mr. Alfred Lacey
Deputy Chair of the Aboriginal Coordinating Council

Ms Penny Tripcony
Chair of the Queensiand Indigenous Education Consultative Committeg

Associgte Professor Jacinta Elston
Head of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heaith Studies at James Cock University

Ms Leanne Wilson
Indigenous Policy Officer, Department of Main Roads




Mr. Richard Hoolihan
TAFF Teacher, Townsville

Vacant Position (1)

2. Background

On 10 December 2000, the Honourable Judy Spence MLA, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Isiander Policy, in a media release titled the “Wisdom of the Eiders to resolve
Indigencus Fund”, anncunced the intention of the Queensland Government to hoid a special

Fiders Forum to help map a strategy for settfing the AWF.

“The Goss Government decided to freeze the fund in 1992, when the halance was less than
$3million. Since then the only activities on the fund have been the payment of interest from

Queensiand Treasury, and now it totals £7.9million”,

In 1997 ATSIC granted funding to QAILSS to investigate the savings accounts and wages of
indigenous Queenslanders to ascertain whether or not there was sufficient evidence to initiate
court action in order to obtain reparation for individuals who worked under the scheme. This
research continued through to 2000 when the State Government agreed to attempt 10
negotiate a settierent, At that time, the afforts towards court action were put on hold for an
indefinite period while the possibility of an amicable settlement was discussed.

The Queensiand Government acknowledges the need for all intarestad parties to be heard on
matters of importance in relation to the Aborigines Welfare Fund.

+ Why an Elder’s Forum is Important
The 1998 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders’ Forum

In November 1998, Queensiand’s first Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders” Forum was
held.  The three-day Forum, held in Brisbane, was co-sponsored Dy the Department of
Families, Youth and Community Care (DFYCCQ) arnd (DATSIPD) and was heid to celebrate the
1999 International Year of the Oider Person.

A number of recommendations arose from that Elders” Forum, including:

o Funding be made avallable to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Tsiander Elders groups 0 raise
their status and recagnition within thelr cormmunities;

o Aboriging! and Torres Strait Islander fanguages be recognised and taught to children in
schooks.

O The astablishment of an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Eiders Lobby Group

While some recommendations have been actioned, the third recommendation, to establish an
Elders lobby group named the Queensiand Custodian Body of £lders, s still fo be progressed.

The 7001 Eiders’ Forum held at the Dreamtime Centre in Rockhampton aimed to:

o Provide information and consult with Fiders over issues surrounding the Aborgines
Wejfare Fund; '

o Discuss payments made fo Torres Strait Isiander people;

o 7O resplve the Welfare Fund issues i the Torres Strait)

v Suggest what should be done with the remaining money lrom the Aborigines Welfare
Fund once individual pavments have been made;

o Esimbiish an Floers' Lobby Grodp,

s Talk up general issues and general businass.




The Hon. Judy Spence MP in her media statement on the 10th December 2000 announcad
the intention of the Government to have the Board hold this gider's Forum and provided a
ange of reasons for her decision including:

* _ the full story of the Welfare Fund and where the wages went has never been
properly told..” and that ™...the Beattie Government has spent two years
unravelling its history with an aim of lifting the veil of mystery....”

The Minister further stated, *...the next step is assessing how we can use the $7.9
million i a way that respects the wishes of the majority of people who were
affected...”, and that, “..it will take the wisdom and understanding of Elders to
help settle the issue, which is why we will hold a special Eiders Forum, early in
2001...."

3. Elder’s Forum

o Forum Agenda

The Elder's Earum was held over a three day period with two days set aside in the agenda for
matters relating to the Aborigines Welfare Fund, a half day for other business and an Cpen
farum session with the Minister. (Ses Appendix A — "Forum Agenda” for detaiis).

o Participants
There were 238 registered participants from 57 Communities in attendance at the Eiders
Forum. (See Appendix B - “Participants Registradon List” for details).

o Key Presenters
~ OQueenstand Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services Secretanat —
Ahorigines Welfare Fund Negotiating Team

The Eider's Forum was addressed by Mr David Wragge, Mr Russell Doctor and Mr Angelo
vasta, on the progress of current negotiations with the Queensland Government being
undertaken by the Negotiating Team. (See Appendix D}

~  Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Istander Policy
~  Queensiand Coundil of Oider Parsons
~  Office of Aging, Department of Families Youth and Community Care
~  Cormmunity Groups/individuals
s Mr Cecit Fisher
¢ MrGeorge Mye (Torres Stralt Islands)
s Grassroots Murrie Action Group

4. What the Community Elders said:

During the course of the Forum many participants expressed thelr persgnat and in some
rases traumatic experiences, with respect to thelr fives under the Acts, which involved the
operation of the AWF and associated accounts. The oroposed recommendations of the
workshops {Appendix G), were discussed in part by the Clder’s Forum during the pienary
sessions on Day Three and a number of general directions emerged with respect [0
Government addressing these recommendations including:

s The need for proper recognition of the cultural leadership role of the Eldersin our
Communities by all persons including the Government and Community sector
rganisations;
» The urgent need for inclusion of Elders’ representation  in all future
negatiations/discussions with respect to the AWF and ather associated matizrs,

frm e i



e In acknowledging this rcle the Government should facilitate and resource the
formation of a State-wide Elders Body as & matter of priority to progress this and
other related matters;

« The urgent need for further information sessions and consultation on the AWF
matter to be undertaken at a regional and local level prior to the negotiation of
any future seftlement of the AWF; and

« The need for the truth te be told in respect of how Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples suffered and the role of the Government during the fime the

AWF operatec.

s Workshops

Five Workshop groups were formed from those participating in the Forum to discuss issues
and put forward recommendations for the Queensiand Government to consider in refation o
settling the AWF. The workshop groups were formed from a range of cultural and
geographical intarest groups including two Women's Business Groups, @ Torres Strait Islander
Group, A Men's Business Group and a Weorabinda Warkshop Group. A Chairperson anc a
Co-Facllitator were nominated for each workshop group to assist in documenting the
autcomes of discussions and subsequent recommendations the groups reached on these

iS3UEs,

The outcomes of these workshops tend to reflect the compiex nature of the issues
surrounding the past and present circumstances of the AWF and the associated accounts that

diractly or indirectly relate.
«  Summary of Workshop Outcomes

The issues raised and progosed recommeandations for each group can be viewed at Appendix
G, Summary of issues raised includes:

. The need for a "Body of Elders’ that advises Government on all Aboriginal an¢ Torres
Strait Islander issues and for this body to be invoived i decision-making. The body
tn have geographical and gender representation and to be properly resourced.

e The need for further consultation to be undertaken at a Regional and local leve!
about the AWF, before negotiations proceed;

« Representation of the Elders in all levels of the AWF negotiation process;

« Issues including handing back houses and other assels nurchased from the AWF and
ascociatad sccounts to community control and where appropriate to individuals;

» The AWF money must ¢o back to those people who earnad it. (or their famiiies if
they are deceased).

. That the Government holds a Torres Strait Islander Elder's Meeting Forum to discuss
the wages and savings accounts of Torres Strait Islander Workers to address the
issues and proposed recommendations raised in Appendix G3;

«  The nesd for the full story to be told about the operations of the AWF and associated
[

funds and the effects this had on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isiander peoples in thi

State;

« The people on Church Missions and cther areas should not be discriminated against
with respect to the current compensation payments of $7060.00 for receipt of under
award wages being administered by FAIRA; and

» The Minister to make available the fupding and resources to conduct further meetings

for the Elders to progress these matters as a matter of priority.




o Question Time with the Minister Judy Spence 2

The Minister the Honourable Judy Spence, provided participants with an eppartunity to inform
ner directly about issues they were concerned with during 2 Question Time session convenad
by the Forum Co-ordinator on the third day of the Elder's Ferum. This session dealt with
eues relating to the AWF and associated accounts as well as other matters raised by
individual participants for the Minister’s consideration.

The summary section identifles key issues discussed relevant to progressing matters in
relation to the AWF. These should be read in the context they were discussed, that is
Minister Spence responding to an individual participant’s guestion.

Summary of issues raised during this session inciuded:

L4

The Queensiand Government must recognise the need for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Tslander Flders to be included in the consultations and negotiations about settling the
Aborigines Welfare Fund;

« The Queensiand Government accept responsibility for it's actions and telis the full story in
respect of the AWF and the associated accounts and the effect this had on Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Isiander peoples in this State; :

. There is an urgent need for communities and individuals to have access to information
ahout their moneys and how the AWF and associated accounts operated before
negotiations proceed and for information/consultation processes to be undertaken across
rhe State including the Torres Strait region; '

. The Government needs o give a commitment thal any records held on behalf of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait peoples are not destroyed;

. The negotiating team convened by the QAILSS has little representation of Elders and 1L is
unclear as to who and how the Queensiand Government and the negotiating team is
consulting about the issues of concern to the peoples of the rural areas, remcte areas,
isolated areas, as opposed to coastal areas, the missions and the settlements;

» Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isiander peopie shouls receive compensation for the way
they wera treated under the Act by the Government, the employers they were contracted
0 work for by authority of the Government who mistreated our pecple;

. The nead for the CQueensland Government 0 review I¥'s decision to only pay
compensation for the under award wages o those still living and to pay those families o
decaasar nersons, as they suffered the effects of reduced incomes as well;

»  The need for the Queensiand Government and the wider community to acknowledge the
truth about what happened to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples including the
after effects of prolonged separations, sexual abuse, fraudulent use of the maoneys, and
other practices that undermined thelr human rights by many of those responsibie for their
care and welfare; and

. For the Government to acknowledge that it is frying to remedy, one form of

discrimination by introducing discriminatory procasses in trying to settle the matter of the

R T e T iy canen g Py rper - Fe)
under award wages payments process being undertaxen.

O I5)




5. Forum Co-ordinator’'s Comments

The Advisory Board and the support staff assisting in organising this Forum are to be
commended for their capacity at such short notice te ensure this Forum was the success that
it was for all participating during the three days at Rockhampton. The presenters had a
difficult task by comparison when we look closely at the complex nature of the issugs
surrounding the AWF and the associated actounts.

The Elders of those Communities attending this Forum have greatly assisted our Communities
and the Queensiand Government in determining the course of future actions for settling the
mattar of the AWF. Whilst they did not give precise instructions for immediate settlement of
the outstanding moneys held in the Welfare Fund at this time, thelr deliberations and
subsequent advice through the recommendations of the workshops provides us with a clear
message for more widespread consultation on this matter,

The presentation of information with respect to the operations of the Queensland Council for
Older Persons and the Office of the Aging was well received and should be workshopped in
more detail at future Forums that are focussed on establishing a state-wide Aboriginal and
Torres Straft Islander Eiders representative body.

In summary, I would like to thank all those parsons who assisted the BRoard in convening this
nistoric event and commend the outcomes to the Advisory Board and the Queensland

Government for action.

Mg Chery! Buchanan

Elders Forum Co-ordinator

Deputy Chairperson

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Board




APPENDIX A

Forum Agenda
Talkin’ Up the Past Present and Future Eiders Forum
Dreamtime Centre, Rockhampton
26-28 March 2001

Monday, 26 March 2001

8:30

9:30

8:35

9:50

10:20

1338

11:00

1:00

1.30

1:45

Lo
o
L}

Lot
-
&1

4:45

5:00

Arrival and Registration
Welcome by Local Traditional Elders
Opening Address by Dr Robert Anderson, Chairperson, ATSIAB

Forum Aims and the Roie of ATSIAB by Cheryl Buchanan, Deputy
Chairpersan, ATSIAB and Elders Forum Co-ordinator

Overview of Proceedings and Introductions By Bill Buchanan, Forum
Facilitator

Morning Tea

Presentation by Queensland Aboriginal and Isiander Legal Services
Secretariat (QAILSS), Mr John Leslie

Lunch

Presentation by Anne Dutney, Acting Director-General for the
Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Policy

Presentation on the Abol’igmes Weifare Fund by Department of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Policy, Kerrie Tim (Executive
Director), Cathy Boman (A/Director, Strategic Projects and Services
Directorate), Ms Lesley Williams and Ms Helen Hamiey (DATSIP
Work and Savings History Branch)

Afternoon tea

Continue Presentation and Workshops

summary of Days Proceedings

Forum Close (Day 1)

°@Dgpo



Talkin’ Up the Past Present and Future Eiders Forum
Dreamtime Centre, Rockhampton
22-28 March 2001

Tuesday, 27 March 2001
9:00 Review of Day One

0:15 Continue of Presentation on Aborigines Welfare Fund

10130 Morning 7ea

11:00 Presentation - Community Perspective’s
Mr Cecil Fisher
Gloria Beckett and Eddie Gleeson (Grassroots Murri Action Group)

Mr George Mye and Ms Flo Kennedy (Torres Strait Representatives)
Mr Elimo Tapim and Mr Steve Mam

(National Secretariat of Torres Strait Organisations Representatives)
Mr Henry Garnier (Chairman, Island Ce-ordinating Council)

100 Lunch
2.00 Workshop Session 1 — Aborigines Welfare Fund

3:00 Affermoon téa

3:30 \Workshop Session 2 — Workshop will be conducted in the format of
Men's and Women’s business to ensure cultural issues are fully dealt
with in respect of the Aborigines Welfare Fund (Workshop Groups to
prepare recommendations report for the Plenary Session)

4:30  Plenary Sessicn

5:00 Forum Close (Day 2)

°P@o



Talkin’ Up the Past Present and Future Elders Forum
Dreamtime Centra, Rockhampton
26-28 march 2001

Wednesday, 28 March 2001

9:00 Review of Day Two Proceedings

9:15 Open Forum Session to discuss future networking of Elders
10:30 Moming Tea

11:00 Presentation by Ms Val French, Chairperson, Council of Older
Persons, Office of Ageing

11:20 Presentation by Ms Peta Jervois, Director of the Office of Ageing,
Families, Youth and Community Care Queensland

11:40 Open Forum Session — General Business

1:00  Lunch with Minister Judy Spence (Media will be present)
2:00  Cpen Forum with Minister Judy Spence

3:00  Afternoon tea

3:30 Feorum Plenary

4.00 Ciosing Address by Dr Robert Anderson and Ms Cheryl Buchanan

4:30  FORUM CLOSE

This Forum has been hosted by the following organisations: |

s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Board;

» Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Policy; and the
«  Office of Ageing, Families, Youth and Community Care Queensiand.

WE WISH YOU ALL A SAFE JOURNEY BACK TC YOUR COMMUNITIES!

@@



APPENDIX B

oarticipants Registration List

Soard Members who attended Forum

Brishbane

Cairns

Torres Strait

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

Barcaldine
EBiloela

Brisbane

Charters Towers

Gladsione
Glasshouse Mountains

(3racemere

Gympie
Hopevale

Injinoo Community
Cape York

£

Or Robert Anderson {(Chair)

Ms Chery!l Buchanan (Deputy Chair)

Mrs Ruth Hegarty
Mrs Rose Coliess

My Henry Garnier

PARTICIPANTS NAME

Mr David Thompson
Colin Booth

Mr Kelth Armold

Aunty Jane Amold
Mrs Ada Branfied
Mrs Ella Gordan

K Doclor

Ms Vanessa {Barney) Kirk
Mr Norman Brown ‘
Mrs Jeanetie Kirk

Mr Kevin Bond

Mr Robert Lacey (dnf)
Ms Gwen Graham
lwez Kyle

Mrs Faye Gundy

Mr George Hopkins
Mr John Brady

Mrs Melita Orcher

Ms Delt King

Mrs Estelle Senior
Mrs Lorells Bird

Ms Yvonns Watson
Ms Ann Sheridan

Ms Ettie Glseson

Mr Charles Masso
Mr Adam derri

Nir Charles Coleman
Mrs Valmi Dedsman

Ms Leisa Sjaardema
Mrs Margaret Saliner

Mr Harold Leedie

Mr Roy Mclvor

Mr Gordon Pable

Millie Maywee

Mr Hughie Kirk (Senior)
Mr Vincent Serico {Senior)
Mrs Lynne Matsen

Mr Steve Mam

Ms Mynhia Browning

Ms Valda Jones

wr Peter James

Mr Neville Turbang

Mr Simon Leedie

Mr Wayne Blackman

Mir Robert Heary Toby (50r)
Mr Angelo Vasta (QAILSS)
Me Val French

tirs Vat Coolwell

M Adwyn Hif

Mr Peter Bird

Mrs Grace Hegarty

wr Robert Bond

Mr Rabert West

M Glen Wagg

Mrs Gloria Beckett

wMir Robert Masso
Ms Tracey Jerri

Mr Alick James Salther

Mr Bill Gienbar

Ms Glenis Waiko




GEQGRAPHICAL LOCATION

toswich

Kallangur

Lockhardt River Community

iowood

Mackay

Mapeoon
Napranum
Mareeba
Marvborough

Morayfield

Mornington Island
Mount Morgan
Mundubbera
Oakey

Fialba

Rockhampton

PARTICIPANTS NAME

Mrs Eileen Conlon
Mr Ron Conlon

0 Chambers
Ms Angela White

Ms Veronica Piva
Ponjvdiljydu

Ms Cheryl Tomarra
Ms Sonelia Saunders
Ms Elizabeth Talbot
Ms Theima Mooney

Ms Beryl E. Woodley
mMrs Mary-Ann Coconut
Mir Rodney G, Riley
Ms Harrigt Tanna

Mr Thomas John Lacey
Mr Bob Lacey (5nrn)

Ms Roberta Feiten
Mrs Rose Barnes

Mrs Sally West

Mrs Ofive May Murphy

Ms Nellie Richards
Mr Telly Gela

Ms Esmay Lynch

Ms Diana Stanley

Ms vy Powder

Ms Dawn Kenny

Mrs Gloria Paterson
Miss Kate Wragge
Msa Annie Asse

My Albart Mason

Mr Brizn Muir

Ms Cheryl Pickenng
Mr Gary Marshall Frescon
Ms Liz Mitchell

Ms Winifred Munns
Ms Gwen Saunders
Mr Angus Commofiatti
Mr John Osmond Munns
Mr Frank R. Tiers

Mr Clinton Hill

Ms Juiie Richards

Ms Mary Bird

Mr Mc Lofty Asse

Ars Mary P. Tabua
Mr Neza Saunders
Mg Christine Lawion

¥

Mrs Helen Daylight
Mr Cecil Fisher

Mr Russel Doctor
Mr Charlie Chambers

Mr Hugh Dodd
Ms Beryl Tyson
Mr Reginald White

Mrs Bertha Lacey

Mrs Louisa A Roughsey

Mr Victor West

Ms Joan Ahwang

Ms Stacey Miller

Mrs Josephine Gela
Ms Desley Combo Childs
wMs Valerig Titberco
Ms Gwencdilae Fuller
Mr Lency Tapim

Mr Edward Tapim

Mr Micheal Songero
Mr Eddie Ghee

Mr Murray Ghee

Ms Daphne Auda

Ms Beatrice Henry
Ms Mavis Garrett

Ms Maryann Novak
Ms Annie Gela

Ms Lily Tabuai

Mr Herbert J. Fisher
Ms Venus Willams
Mr Eddie Daylight

Ms Patricia Thompson
Mrs Jovee Rutherford
Mr George Asse

Mrs Jean Kemp

Mr Neil Fraser

Mr Norman Fisher



GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

Rockhampton continued

Sarina

Thursday Island

Townsvilla

Weipa
Winton

Woorabinda

Wujal Wuijal Community

Yalambee Mt Isa

Yarrabah

Government Departments
QLD
Office of the Minister

M.SWL
Westmead

A.C.T.
Torrens

PARTICIPANTS NAME

Mrs Elizabeth Wragge
Mr Geoffrey Booth
Mrs Margaret Lawton
Ms Janet White

Ms Eillen Barsah

Mrs Beryi Pickering
Mr Eddie Barsah

Mrs Connie Coclwell
Mr iKat George

Mr David Wragge

Ms Particia VWeazel
Ms Del Waterton

Ms Sandra McConnville
WMr Hedley Malone

Mr Edgar Hatfield

Ms Anita Paterson

Mr Oliver Holt

Ms Gillian Tatow

Mrs Ursuta Doyle

Mrs Merne Hegarty
G Brown

Ms Flo Kennedy
Bua Mabo

Mr Ernie Hoclihan ‘
Mr Elemo Tapim

Mras Thelma McAvoy
Mrs Ruth Hennings
Mrs Marlene Fraser

Mr Edgar Freeman

Mr Brian Fisher

Mr Robert Bundle

Ms Linda Walker
Ms Eileen Walker

Mr Ronald Hemo
Mr Graham Fourmile

Mr Roy Gray
Mr Alan Kynuna

Ms Sharon Clark, Office of Ageing
Ms Peta Jervois, Office of Ageing

Mr Alf Nagaiya (Minister's Adviser)

Mr David Barnes

Mrs Wilma Daiton

Mrs Edna Holmes
Ms Venita Mann
Mrs Florence Fisher
Mr Jack Gela

Ms Mauresn Albury
Mrs Ada Kemp

Ms Madeling Chubb
Mr Edward Chubb
Mr Des Hamilion

Mr Stewart Frescon
Mrs Olive Donald
Mrs Cheryl Conlon
Mirs Irene Currie
Mrs Edna Alley

Mrs Miflie Songero
Mr Fergus Waterton
Mr Reg Little

Mr Richard Fraser

A Brown

Ephram Bani

Mr Victor Jose
Ms Mary Butler

Mr Willimm Bluemink
Mr Jog Adams
Wir Joe Adams (Snr)

Marie Creek
Ms Doreen Doughboy

Mr Peter Kyle
Mir John Creed
Mr Vincent Schrieber



APPENDIX C

#

Media Statement by the Honourable Judy Spence MP
(10th December 2000) TAS
Queensland

wWisdom of Elders to resolve Indigenous Fund Government

“The Srate Governmeant will throw open the boaks on the Aborigings Walfare Fund in a bid to resoive one of
the biggest chailenges for reconciiation in Queensiand.

Miriczer for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Poficy, Judy Spence, said the Government will also convene a
meeting of Eiders from around the State to help map @ strategy for settling the Weltare Fund.

The fund, set up in 1643 for the benefit of Aboriginal peopie, has had a complex and chequered history and
now contains $7.9 miftion,

e fund is an opan wound for Indigenous Queensiand workers, whose wages ware compuiisorily banked into
this fund, supposedly so that it could be used for thelr benefit,”

Ms Spence said.

"Sarting the record straight and rasolving the fund are essentiai for compiete reconciiiation in Qusenstand.

"The full story of the Welfare Fund and where the wages went has never been progerly told,

"Between 1043 and 1966 portions of the wages of Indigenous workers were panked into the Aborigines

yeifare Fund.
“Indicenous workers, who paid taxes like other citizens, were farced to make an additional contribution to

HIGE

their own welfare.

"Indiganous People had no say in this. As much as 10% of gross wages was takern, but some workars werg
not even aware of this,

"This was part of 2 dacronian system of controf ovar all aspects of Aborigina! neople's lives, They were nct
informed of low much money was in their accounts, were not rrusted with any significant sums of money and
had to seek permission Lo spend even small amounts.

"The bulk of wages was held in the Queansiand Aboriginal ACCou nt, which was closed in 1492 agfter the monay

was returned to individual account holders.

"The Beattie Government has spent two years upraveliing its history with the aim of lifting the veil of mystery.

“Tha next St i assessing now we can use the $7.9 mitlion, in away that respects tha wishes of the majority
aof peonie who were affected.”

Ms Spence said she was not deterrad by the refasal of another group to contrue pegotiating over the future
of the fund. "The Beattie Government was commitied to negotiating sattiernents with Indigenous paople,
rather than forcing peopla 1o go Lo the cowrts'in order to see justice donea.

"It will take the wisdom and undarstanding of Eiders to help settle the Issue, which is why we will hoid a
special Fiders forum, earty in 2001,

"Thesa are the people whose labour, wages and savings were consrolled by past Governments,
They wére victims of injustice and they deserve to have the Walfare Fund settled in their lifeimes.”

After 1966 the Fund was usad as an operating account for & range of enterprises and programs, including
farms, shops and Commuonwealth-State housing grants,

The Goss Government decided to freeze the fund in 1992, when the nalance was less than $3 milion. Since
shan the only activities on the fund have been the paymant of interest from Queensiand Treasury, and K now
totals $7.9 million.

Contzch Fiona Kennedy 3227 8825 /0409 061 266




APPENDIX D

Paper and Recommendations put to the Elders Forum by Queensland
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services Secretariat,
Negotiating Team for the Aborigines Welfare Fund.

INFORMATION SHEET — ELDERS’ FORUM ~ 26, 27, 28 MARCH 2001
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS & WAGES PROJECT
RE: ABORIGINES’ WELFARE FUND AND ASSOCIATED ACCOUNTS
PRCODUCED BY QAILSS ON BEHALF OF THE
INDIGENCUS NEGOTIATION TEAM

Betwaen 1807 and 1975 the Queensiand government had in place a statutory
regime of labour and wage control in relation to indigenous Queenslanders.
This system was commoniy known as “being under the Act’. Not every
indigenous Queenslander was affected by the legislation, but those who were

tell stories of oppression and degradation that are simply astounding.

A negotiation team (eventually consisting of 10 members) was constituted in
such a way as to ensure fair representation of all areas of Queensland in the
discussions. A list of those members is attached to this document. The
negotiations were held up for some time initially because the State
Government refused to pay for the negotiation team members to attend
meetings. The Government also initiated some adverse publicity in the
Sunday Mail in relation fo the negotiations, attempting to use previous
disagreements between the negotiation teams o cause discontent amongst
community members and to make it even more difficuit to resolve the complex

issues surrcunding the savings accounts.

Finally, before the state election, a proposal was forwarded to the State
Government so as to facilitate concrete discussions in relation to the project.
A copy of this letter is also attached to this document. This propesal covered
much more than the $7.9 million in the Aborigines’ Welfare Fund. It allows for
reparation payments to be made to people who were subjected to the

‘nrotection acts” and (o the descendants of such people who may have died.




It is important to note that the cost of such payments being sought from the
State Government is a separate issue from the sum Teft in the Welfare Fund.
There is approximately $7.9million which is waiting to be distributed “for the

benefit of Aborigines generally”.

The larger sum that was the substance of the negotiations held in September
2000 is to represent some form of compensation for those who worked under
the oppressive system then in place. It is in respect of this larger sum of
money that we are awaiting a decision on whether or not the State
Government is willing to resume negotiations. The State Government in a
letter dated 21 December 2000 has indicated that its attitude will be revealed
after this Eiders’ Forum. A copy of that leter is also attached to this

document.
Cristy Dieckmann
Legal Coordinator of the Indigenous Team

21 warch 2001

TO CONTACT QAILSS IN RELATION TO THIS PROJECT

PHONE 07 3211 3522 and ask for Cristy.
QAILSS Offices is located on Level 12, MLC Centre,
239 George Street, Brisbane.

°©Qe-
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CRUESTIONS?
or further information contach
FAIRA on 1800 622 738
iCC on {07} 4068 1448

Waork & Savings Histories Unil, Depariment of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Pollcy (DATSIP) 1800-808 097
or your local Regional Office of DATSIP (See addresses over)

Gueensland

Government

it Islander
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Forfirther Information contact: ‘ C
FAIRA on 1800 622 738 Jueensiand
Government

ICC on 4088 1448
Werk & Savings Mistories Unit, Department of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait islander Policy {(BATSIP) 1800-808 097

or your locai Regional Office of DATSIP




APPENDIXF
SPEECH NOTES FOR
CECIL FISHER

CONFERENCE IN ROCKHAMPTON

Firstly, | would like to thank the Advisory Board for making this meeting
possitle. | would fike to pay respect to the Elders of this land the conference
is held and our ancestors and those who have gone before.

To me there is apriority to set up the State Queensland Elders Body. The
other three things in this order Welfare Fund, Trust Account and

Discriminatory Wages.

1. Aborigine Welfare Fund

The Government should facilitate setiing up The Queensiand Eiders Body
(Committee). The Government should put the 7.9 million doliars in a trust
fund of the Queensland Aboriginal Elders Body.

This Eiders Body, one of their first commitments should be to have three or
four mestings in a year for the net two years to resolve the weifare trust as
wee know this money was 5% to 10% of Queensland Aboriginal workers
money, endowments, wills, etc.

The Elders should be able to get an informed opinion on the distribution of
the welfare money in the next 2 years.

The Beattie Government now has a very large majority and should expect
to have a lot of public support to repay Aboriginal monies they spent from
the Aboriginal trust fund over the last twenty to fifty years up t0 1991. This
money should be returned in this Governments term. A three years

arrangement.

2. The Aboriginal Trust Fund

The Aboriginal Trust Fund was money which were wages, endowments
and other monies belonging to the Aboriginal people from the early
nineties to the nineteen sixties. Over the years Aboriginal people worked
(slaved) for these monies. The money was put in a Trust Fund, but the
government legislated or decided to spend this money.

If it was private company holding montes in trust it would have been wound
up, charged with cheating or misappropriation and the Directors or
Managers would be jailed and struck off. But because it was the
government who acted as protectors for Aboriginal people, they were
aliowad to get away unscathed. The Government's own final report of the




investigation into the Abcriginal Weifare Fund and the Aboriginal accounts
admits these assets have never been accounted fer. Report on hand.

A number of cases exist of misappropriation of misapplication and the iack
of adequate control of a large volume of undetectad fraud, the size of

which is interminable today.

This Welfare Fund account was used by the Director or Protector of
Superintendents of various Missions to do as they pleased — another siush
fund for government. The government admits the recording system over
some twenty to thirty years from the 1940s cannot be located.

The Queensland government invested money in properties, Hospital
Boards in Townsville, Redcliffe, Toowoomba, and community stores.
Money was also invested in other places, for example Cloncurry House for
visiting Aborigines in 1956; 1947 money tor house in Weipa; 1954 Palm
Isiand; 1954 - 1957 purchase of the original Aitkenvale Hoste!, fand; and |
am told and know the Department of Aboriginal Affairs bought houses in
nearly every major centre in Queensiand to house Aboriginal people. | am
not saying the houses should not haven bought, but not with money from

the Aboriginal Trust Fund.

In the report of the investigation of the Aboriginal Welfare fund attachment
No 1 1 confidential Cabinet documents have neen excluded, also
attachment 1.4 has been excluded from this report from advice by Crown
{aw Because of the lack of these altachments this report is tainted and
leaves a suspicion that the government is hiding something. The Beattie
government should legislate fo refund all these monies and other
outstanding monies. They should also pay compound interest on these
monies over the many years they were trusiees for the Aboriginal Trust
Fund. The government should repay with compound interest into the
Eiders Trust Fund. The Elders should then procesd to impiement a pian t¢
repay the Aboriginal pecple for their monies held in Trust. Perhaps these
properties bought with Aboriginal Trust Fund money should be handed
hack to the Eiders and a company set up to run it. The Elders could seek
ATSIC, Regional Housing Bedies, Companies to overses these houses,
afc.

. Discriminatory Wages

One of my last concemns is for the Church controlled Missions, L€,
Hopevale, Wujal Wujal, etc.  The Churches were in control of these
Missions up until 1986 and therefore the Queensland government refuses
to acknowledge these Missions as their responsibility.

The Churches and the Government should act responsibly and come 10
some common ground accepting the Churches were agents for the
government and pay a similar compensation for the discriminatory
treatment of Aboriginal people simiiar to Government run missions.

@




One of the other duties of the Elders would be to over see the investigation
of the Church run mission to clear this situation then a suitable solfution
could be formulated or a class action claim of vicarious liability by the
Eiders against the Queensland Government. This could be done through
the Human Rights Commission under the Race Discrimination Act 1875
{vicarious liability).

. Funding

¥ this Committee is going to work it will need to be property funded. As a
gocdwill  gesture Queensland State Government should fund this
Commiitee for three vears working capital.

Thank you.

Cecil Fisher




APPENDIX G

Workshop Summary Sheet

G.1 Workshop A — Women's Business Group {Northern Areas)
G.2 Workshop B — Women's Business Group (Other Areas)
G.3 Workshop C — Torres Strait Islander Elders Group

G.4 Workshop D — Men's Business Group

5.5 Workshop E — Woorabinda Eiders Group



'APPENDIX G.1
‘Workshop A — Women's Business Group {Northern Area)

]‘Chaired by:
|Co-Facilitated by:

Mrs Rose Colless (ATSIAB)

i Andrews and Stacey Gooda

| issues Discussed

Y

o g

[

.
o o

*,,
w

o) g b

£

Proposed Remmmenééﬁons

Houses bought with Aboriginal money.

a. Paying rent e.g. Murrie money.

B Payment of rent from homes - nsurance,

rafes,

o Mo insurance on homes in the early days.
How much meney was trensferred from
Welfare Fund to the Department Local Housing?
1070 - Houses built on Mornington Istand, white
peaple living in those homes that were built from
the Welfare Fund.

Explanation sbout this money o Elders for past 20
Years.

Compensation for the Abonginal and Tarres Strait
Isfanders with interest to be paid.

Non-payment of wages to those who worked.

o Moneys went to Native Affairs.

] Tdentify the wages people should have
paid.

a Fndowments — not paid to the Mothers.

Compensation for work related injuries

Fducation — ASSPA Commitiess

Heaith Programs — Lack of krowledge on diseases,
not enough visits,

No representation of elders for the departments 1o
give advice, wiston.

Prison — Linismg.

Department makes decisions without ATST input.
Sick of hearing half of the story from Government.
Teach siories to the children in education systems.
Future Generation.

Cver represemtation of young people in detention
centres.

Lack of housing in community for young pecple.
Separate community issues from the Wedfare Fund.
Intestates — people who died without a will.

we name the price for the pecple,

. Reps on the Negotisting Team — shouid not be on

the team — did not live as black.

2. Develop strategies to locete all peopie who were

paid below the award wage.

the !

Representation on Negotiaton Teams
- Elders must be represented:
Geographical Representation,

Mouses bought out of the Aboriginat

Welfare Fund should be handed back :

ta the families & People & Elders.
Compensation with interest for unpaid
wages and Under Award Wages.
Compensation for
injuries.

should be a ‘Body of Elders’ that
advise Government an all Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander issues which
chould be involved in decision-making.
The body must be geographicaily
representative and properly resourced,
The AWF money must go back to
those people who eamed it. {or their
families if they are deceased).

The pecple name iheir
compensation.
Government needs to tell the truth.
47.2 million wsed for Economic &
Community Development  for  the
nenefit  of future
education, employment,
health, housing elC.

The 10 acras at  Altkenvale -
government calculate compensation at
today's market place.

Each Geographica! region needs t© be

consulted individually, eg. Cape York,
Mapoon, &ic.

Stories of the ATST people needs to be
recorded and incorparated inte the
education system.

Compensation of wages should come
from consolidated revenue fund, not
out of the AWF.

Representatives on negotiation fteam
should be people who know and five
black.

wages of ail these people who worked
angd were underpaid or not paid should
be identified, located and
compensated,

work-refated |

price  for

(Geperations - |
training, |




| APPENDIX G.2 e
| Workshop B — Women’s Business Group {Other Areas}

| Chaired by: Mrs Ruth Hegarty (ATSIAB)
. Co-Facilitated by: Ms Rhenda Thompson - _ o

Issues Discussed

1. Different Regions and different issues
2 Bringing the money back into the regions, what process is in place for this,

7. Welfare Fund - Individual Wages.

We nead to have a say, as this is our lives,

Lt

4. Need consent on the resolutions formed at this forum.

As the SWO Delegate 1 (Ada granfield) cannot accept any resolutions  or
recommendations untit such time as these recommendations and resolutions are faken

1%

hack to our people in our communities and an Flder Mesting be convened for our area.

(B2}

6 The Welfare Fund is not to be processed as the Wages (Under Award) §7, 000. If people
take this money, how will the appiication with QAILSS for Under Award Wages be

effected?

Representation on Negotiation Team (OAILSS and Government Team — How do we do
shis? What ara the processes?)

~J

proposed Recommendations

1. We the members of Group B reject the prograssion of the Aborigines Weifare Fund untl
further meetings are held and we are giver the opportunity to take back to our own
Cammunites information gathered from this Forum from Monday 267 — Wednesday 28"

March 2001,

2. \We also require representation on the Welfare Fund Negotiation Team.




APPENDIX G.3

Workshop € — Torres Strait Islander Eiders Group
Chaired by: Mr Henry Garnier (ATSIAB)
Co-Facilitated by: Mr Victor Jose

Issues Discussed

1.

2

o

Is there of was there a Torres Strait Islander Fund?

O What was/ls this account being used for? In what ways was this fund establishad?

What offer accounts did the Government set up for Torres Strait Istanders?

O How were these accounts established? What was the source of these funds?

Whare were the funds expended?

A Did the Government spend these funds in the same or similar way to our Aboriginal brothers
and sisters? For whose benefit did the Government send these funds and how?

If assets were purchased such as housing, hospitals, schools,

O Who owns these assets and why?

T the sale of the produce through our stores, where did the profits go ?

What has happened to the monies from the sale of the boats, such as the "Melbadir’ and others?

What was the situation for Torres Strait Islanders workers?

1 Was it the same as that of the Aboriginal people, If not why not and how did it happen?

What happened to the Superannuation contributions of Torres Strait Islander workers?

O wWhat happened to the wages and savings of Torres Straft Istander workers and famities?

Proposed Recommendations

SPECIAL NOTES: These issues and recommendations within the Torres Straif Isiander Group need to be
considered for 3l Torres Straif Isianders botf on the Mainland and the Hornefands.
Consideration also needs to be made in respect of the Community within the Northern Peninsuiar Aréd.

A,

B.
C.
C

m

That the Government holds a TSI Elder’s Meeting Forum to discuss the wages and savings accounts
of Torres Strait Islander Workers.

e Government undertakes research into the Torres Strait wages and savings and other funds.
That a Torres Strait Islander Researcher be employed/engaged to undertake the ressarch.

That the Government investigate the rights of workers of Agencies such as Isiander Industry Board,
which were established under this legislation to the under award wages payments.

That the Government investigate and report to the TSI Eiders Forum the following:-

{a) Torres Strait Fund

by Post War Reconstruction

{0 Rehabilitation Fund

(&3 Cape York Peninsula Fund

(&) Injured Workers Compensation Funds

f The sale of the ‘boats’ funds (ie. "Melbider, DogAl).

That the Government includes in its research and investigations consideration of the affects of the
relationship between these issues and recommendations and the migration of Torres Strat
Isianders to the Mamland.

That the Government provide quarterly reporting of the research undertaken to the TBRA,
NSTSIOL, OTSIA, TSIAB and Torres Strait Islander Community organisations and their natworks.

R )

TSRA = Torres Strait Regional Authority

NSTSIOL = National Secretariat of TSI Grganisation
OTSIA = Office of Torres Strait Istander Affairs
TSIAB = Torres Strait Islander Advisory Board

ﬁ.

e ————
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| Co-Facilitator

ISSUE DISCUSSED ._ COMMENT o]
| Mo agreement be s Railroaded .
_‘ reached s $7.9 milion only
‘ « Deserve compensation °
[ . It there a further commitment Dy
government after $7.9 miliion
» Conversation from pound, shifling
and pence to current doliars
| » Money government has t@ken out |
: plus interest earned
| s  Properiy, buildings et
e Individualpay-Outs | _
Houses ﬂ”-— Transfer ¢ housing companies set ;e
i up by ATSIC and Welfare Fund
i >
Elcters T Courcil | - Nurmber one pmrst\, »
Governing Body i s Based on ATSIC regional houndaries
»  Peak Body .
[
Youth . Dont forczet y(}ur}g a
+  Young people stil have in put into
i | coyncitand community
| What rr\onm\, is | e Tax .
| Government going |« Deceased Persons
Ctp input info this |+ Compensation
program? « What happenad to the above monies i

‘ Qaymen‘;ﬁ\

APPENDI}( G4

| workshop D - Discussion about progressing the A

. Men‘s Business Workshop Group

Chalred By:

My Cectl Fisher
Mr Max Parsons

Equity for all people
{Award

Wages

The people on Church Missions and
sther - areas  should  nof be |
discriminated against.

My Henry Colling {Participating H@er\ wanted it noted that

part, the whoie thing s just a sham.”

horigines Welfare Fund

Elders

" PROPOSED REC [ RECOMMENDATION |
“Seek  ministerial darifcation of §
additional funds ($180 million} ‘
Government pays compensation 1
and interest.

provide  advice o
government orn housing matters. |
Compensaton for houses b@uoht ‘

Neﬂcuate Wuth Govprrmfawt re
$7.9million |
Negaotiate with Mining Bodies
Negotiate on behalf of alt Elders
That we have access to the $7.9
million to fund a working account
o further develop the workings
of 2 Elders Councll State-wice to
conduct further forums;
conferences etc for a peak body |
fn overview policy with veto
powers efc.

put to Minister to put up $s ©
Conducr further mestings and to

Yomg Pc:oples Forum m*?g

andorsement of Elders

Maney be GEVE{‘ “back to the
neople plus compoun d interest

T &7.000-00 hould be given o
these people as weli.

—

"I am finished and refuse © continue to fake




| APPENDIX G.5

. Workshop E - Discussion about progressing the Aborigines Welfare Fund

éL‘%.?\h:aora;‘,)ira«:la Workshop Group

1SSUES DISCUSSED

SROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS

. Conference on Welfare Funds
« Langth of days
s Atendance

3 days is too short fo resolve AWF
Woorabinda to have four standing
members af any Forum — 2 women, 2
men (John Munns, wili  Thaiday,
Margaret Lawton, Elizabeth Talbot)

» 5 $7.9 million a true figure
.  More information on the $7.9 million is
needed

Support recommendations provided by

QAILSS
Monies to be paid direct to each family

Monies NOT to be placed into a trust

fund
Descendants o receive geceased

welfare fund portion

Money to be paid directly to Elders now |

Timeframe — & moenths

s Research maoney

Information on the $200,000 monies be
sought

s Rockhampton and Woorabinda homes

Compensation for rent {backdated since
construction)

Compensation for timber and fabour









