Appendix 1

Information provided (in Vietnamese) to the refugees by the Australian
selection team in Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia—‘Brief Points for
Vietnamese refugees coming to Australia’

Refertop. 62 foornote (13)
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Brief Points for Viethamese Refugees

coming to Australia
English translation

Australia

Australia, your new country, is a mixture, with many varied points.
Australia is a Federation, with six States and two Territories under the
control and administration of the central government. The central govern-
ment is the representative of the people, or the majority, and each State
hasits own government.

With an area of approx. 7.7 million square kilometres, Australia has torrid
zones with wet seasons in the north, to the south east with snow on the
mountains in the winter. Farthermore Australia also has a coastline of
36 500 kilometres, and the length from north to south is 3100 kilometres,
and west-east is 4200 kilometres.

The population of Australia is 13.5 million, and most live in the south-
eastern coastal area, with relatively mild winter, and about one million
live in the south-west (the weather there is also relatively mild). A few
hundred thousand live in the tropics, to the northern partof Australia.

Australia has a large pastoral and agricultural industry, but those indus-
tries are handled mechanically, with a lot of private investment. Because
of this the industry has relatively few workers.

Naturally around the towns there are fruit and vegetable gardens to sup-
ply the people in the town with fresh fruit and vegetables.

The majority of Australians live in four large towns and work i offices,
banks, wholesalers, retailers, factories, building and transport. Australia,
then, can be seen as a modern country, with the population centring in the
large cities, and can be likened to any other industrialised nation in the
world.

Austraiia is rapidly progressing in the field of education, with many mod-
ern schools, universities and colleges. Furthermore, in the area of social
welfare, Australia helps the people greatly. with cxperience in helping
new immigrants, and this is an important factor tor you as you arrive.

Truly Australia is one of the nations that has welcomed many people from

other countries of the world, and today you can see them living and work-
ing with you.

Concerning the move

You will be going to Austrulia in a Qantas 747 jet aireraft. and you will ar-
rive at Brisbane at 11 a.m. this coming Saturday. When you arrive at Bris-
bane. there will be health checks and Customs procedures thart all ter-
national travellers have o have. but these will only take a very shortume.
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There will be employees of the Australian Department of Immigration to
assist, and buses will take you to your place of residence.

Where will you live

Your first home will be Wacol Hostel, in a suburb of Brisbane. This place
was built a few years ago, and is specially for migrants. There are brick
and wooden houses, and it can take 1250 people. At present there are 350
people from other countries living there.

There arc 736 flais, with 90 in brick. The remainder are wood. When you
arrive at Wacol you will be in the wooden flais.

There are communal washing and toilet facilities for a number of build-
ings. Cooking in the rooms is not permitted, because there is a communal
kitchen in the dining room. There is a large recreation room, child mind-
ing centre, shop, post office, laundry, store and English classes.

There is no need to be concerned about finance for your family, because
you have yet to start work, for you will recetve free board and lodging.
After you have been here one week, you will receive a small amount of
‘pocket money’, in addition to free board and lodging.

Because some wives want to work, there is a child minding centre for chil-
dren over two who do not as yet go to school. Each week you pay $2.50 for
the first child, and $1.50 for each additional child. Tn special circumstances
one can pay 80 cents per child per day.

Employment

Empioyees of the Employment Service will help you find work, free of
charge. If you wish to study English, this can be arranged also free of
charge for you.

A number of people will have the opportunity of re-training in a new field
of work if they want to.

When you work in Australia, you will have annual leave, usually three
weeks with pay, plus public holidays. There arc laws/regulations about
sick leave, long service leave, workers’ compensation for accidents or il-
ness sustained at work. Naturally these vary State to State.

Unemployment

If you are unemployed for any period of time, vou need 1o put your name
down at the Commonwealth Empioyment Bureau, and they will make
every effort to find suitable work. if you are skilled in a particular field.
During the time you are out of work, you will recetve an allowance of $36
each week for single people and $60 for families. Each child in the family
will receive $7 per week.

If suitable work in your field cannot be found. the government has a train-
ing scheme for learning a new trade. and during the time you are training,
you will receive an allowance for you and your family,



Concerning young people {vouth)

The Commonwealth Employment Bureau wil! provide a special way for
helping the young people find work, and that means will include vo-
cational guidance, to assist the young people find suitable work.

To become a proficient tradesman, there is an apprenticeship scheme.
usually of five years” duration. During that time the apprentice receives a
proportion of a tradesman’s wage, and that propoertion increases each
vedr.

Wages and conditions of work

The minimum wage and conditions of work for most of the Australian
people 1s determined by law, and many people can receive above award
wages. One works a five-day. 40-hour week, in most cases, and overtime is
paid, for example, for working on a day off. You will receive the same
wage as Australians doing the same task. If an enterprise shuts down, or
puts off people, the last employed worker will be selected. whether Aus-
tralian or immigrant.

Most Australians are members of a trade union.

Adults (male) work a 40-hour week, and receive a mmimum wage of
$100 per week.

Social Security

Australia Is very progressive in its secial security, and one does not have to
be an Australian to receive the privileges; e.g. there is & maternity allow-
ance for parents when a child is born, $30 for the first child, and $35 for
the rest. Also. every child under té receives an allowance, and young
people from 16 to 21 still a2 school receive an allowance, 1 they wre still ar
home. Children under 16 will receive $2 every four weeks, for one child,
up to 333 per four weeks for five children.

A young person going 1o school (from 16 10 21} will receive 36 for four
weeks.

There is aiso an allowance for invalids, or disabled or one who 1s widowed
after arrivai in Austrzhia. There are other pensions paid two the retired.
blind. or deserted husband or wife.

From 1/7/75 Australia has a new hospital medical scheme, sponsored by
the Government, called “Medibank’, and you will be treated in modern
public hospitals.

Education—Recognition of diplomas

Most diplomas issued outside Australia are not usually recognised straight
away here. This 15 very important Tor those who are doctors or dentists or
ather professional people, and for those people who have been tratned in
a vocation, e.g. plumbers or electncians. But the government will do il i
can (o help so you can follow a profession and/or vocation suitable o your
capabilities and experience.
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Australia has a progressive education system, and everyone must go to
school, In Sydney, where you will live, children from six to fifteen must go
to school,

Many children go to kindergarten from around three years old, but
usually you have to putone’s name on a waiting list.

When a child is six, he or she goes 1o primary school, and most are mixed
schools. About 80 per cent of chiidren go to government schools, but there
are many private ones. After six or seven years at primary schooi, the chil-
dren will start at high school, for three or four years.

For those who want to study a profession, there is a special university
system.

Furthermore there are technical colleges to train those children who want
to learn a trade.

School fees

About 80 per cent of children go to Commonwealth or State conirolled
schools, and the remainder go to private schools.

At the government schools, there are no school fees, but parents must pay
for uniforms, books, etc., e.g. sports fees and also library fees.

Housing

As explained, those of you at the place mentioned abeve will live at 4
place specially reserved for migrants. But like other Australians, or
immigrants, probably you’ll want to have a home of your own. Most Aus-
tralians, about 70 per cent. have bought, or are buying, a home. Usually
they have 2, 3 or 4 bedrooms, but a number of people buy units. They are
usually smaller with less rooms.

Usually you need to wait a few years before you can buy a house of your
own, butif a number of people in a family work, it will not be a long time.

There are a number of houses built by the government for rent, but there
is a long waiting list. To rent a private house or flatis very dear.

Naturally you will see that there are employees whe have had special
training in the facilities at the place where you'll be, to help you find a
place of your own, at your convenience.

Summary

With the conversation and your questions with the employees of the
Immigration Department, we hope this has given you a general picture of
life in Australia. After the problems have been solved of being i a new
country, you and your families will have many opportunities to iive hap-
pily in Australia, but migrating to a new country is not easy. Compii-
cations and difficulties cannot be avoided.



A number of migrants get along very well, but not all are the same. It is
only from when you are prepared to face and overcome the abovemen-
tioned difficulties that you can ask to come to Australia.

As we have mentioned above, Australia has had a lot of experience with
migrants, especially in the past 25 years. The majority, about three in four
migrants, get along well; the remainder, because they failed, leave
Australia,

As with other migranis, you will receive maximum help.

But, finally, whether you succeed or not is up to you. Now is the time to de-
cide and see if you believe you will succeed like other migrants to
Australia.
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