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For  ease cf r e p o r t i n g ,  t h i s  response has  followed t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  
of reecmienda t ions  a s  set out in the Committee's report with the 
ezceprion of recommendation 17 which is being considered along 
with the recommendations under the National Education Curriculum 
h e a d b ~ g .  

Australian school children have a right to expect a complete 
education - an education which, as well as providing a thorough 
grounding x n  academic subjects, also introduces them t o  t h e  
enjoynenr and health benefits which flow from physical activity 
and a h e a L ~ h y  lifestyle. 

These expectations must be met. The Commonwealth, S t a t e  and 
Terrdtcry governments are obligated to continue to co-operate to 
ensure that physical and sport education is given a higher 
profile in school curricula. 

If Aus~rzlia's youth is to realise its full p o t e n t i a l ,  it must be 
h e a i y h y ,  a l e r t ,  capable. 

The eaortsg9eepie sf zo orrow will be drawn from t h e  school 
chfldzen o f  today. To maxirnise the potencia1 for success of an 
Australian team at the Sydney Olympics, w e  must i n c r e a s e  t h e  
oppor~unities being cffered to young Australians to participate 
in phys ica l  acrivity. 

In t z b l i n g  chis response to the C o r n m i t t e e f s  report, the 
Government is encouraged Sy a number of significant and positive 
developments in the area of physical and sport education in some 
States an'$ Terr i tor ies  in 1993. While these initiatives will go 
some way t o  redressmg t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  p h y s i c a l  education in our 
s e h o s i s  system, much work remains t o  be done i n  some areas, 



5 8  EDUCATION ~ I C U L U M  

The Gcverxnent c o n s i d e r s  the recommendations concerning the 
National Curricslum Framework to be an important area of the 
Cornmitzee's work and has moved quickly to implement the 
relevant recornmendat ions~ 

En recent years the Commonwealth Government has worked 
coblabaratively with States and Territories through the 
Australian Zducation Council (AEC) to provide a national 
p e r s p c t i v e  to S C ~ O O ~  education, including physical education, 

A w u ~ b e r  of zecsmendations about establishing appropriate 
mechanism to ensure consistent and timely im?lemencation of A 
s ta tmen% on health and physical education for Australian 
schools and Neaitla and physical education - a cusrrlculum 
profiie far Auszralian schools have already been considered ir, 
the caa tex t  o f  the AEC.  A11 States and Territories are moving 
to vise Health and physical education - a curriculum profile 
for Australian s e h o ~ l s  at some level from 1994. BEC members 
(now members a9 the Ministerial Council on Education, 

E m ~ l o y r n e n t ,  Training and Youth Affairs) agreed to report on 
progress with implementation in each State and Territory in 
the first half o f  1994- 

1: That the National Statement on Health be 
renamed the National Education Statement on Health and 
Physical Education and that any subsequent documents refiect 
this enore apprap,-ia"b title. (Para  2 .6 )  

osition : Supported 

This recommendztion was accepted by the Australian Education 
Council, and it uas agreed to change the name of the National 
Statement on H~aith t o  A statement on hea l th  and physicaL 
educatfon for R c s c r a l i a n  schools. 

: That  ~ h e  Nationai Education Statement on 
Bealtk a ~ d  Physical Education be reconsidered to ensure full 
recsgnitian f c r  physical education as a national priority by 
i d e n r i f y x g  it as % separa te  Strand. (Para 2 . 1 4 1  

The genezzl tnrust of the recommendation supports the 
G e m m m w e s l C h f s  current policy to enhance the place of physicai 
educat lori w i t h i n  A statement on health and physicai education 
f o r  A u s t r z l i a n  s z h o ~ l s  arid the associated Wealth and physical 

u c a t i o n  - a z z s r i c u i u m  p r o f i l e  for A u s t r a l i a n  schools .  

This reccmendatkon was addressed by the Australian Education 
Council and it was %greed that physical education will be 
incorporated acrcss  all strands in the curriculum statements 
and profiles, 



3: That, before the National Educat ion  
Statement on Health and Physical Education and associated 
Profiles are finaiised, wider and better consultation take 
place, and that t h i s  consultation allow sufficient time far 
=onsidered responses. (Para 2 .17 )  

The deadline for f i n a l k s i n g  curriculum statements and profiles 
was 3 3  June 1993. This dead l ine ,  though controversial, was 
set zc-operatively, involving all States and Territories. T h e  

, ,om of the curriculum statements and profiles are firs: e d i " '  
available for implementation commencing in 1994. Fur the r  
cons~~iratinns and reviews of t h e  curriculum statements and 
profiles will depend on the outcomes of f u t u r e  meetings of t h e  
Comanwealzh, S t a t e  and Territory Education, Employment, 
Training and You~h Ministers and the establishment of a 
structure which will facilitate t h e  co-ordination of national 
coliabosation. 

ATHOW 28: That a minimum weekly time allocation far 
physical educacian, particularly in primary schools, be 
included in the National Statement on Health and Physical 
Ecailcar ion, (Para 5 . 8  1 

CurrzcuLum and t e ach ing  matters  are primarily the 
responsibility sf State and Territory governments. A 
statement on health and physical educa t i on  for  Australian 
schools  provides a bread framework for teaching and learning 
outcomes in this curriculum area. Health and physical 
education - a c u r r i c u l u m  p r a f i l e  for A u s t r a l i a n  schools w i l l  
assist e d u c a t i o n  systems t o  meet t h e  needs of all students as 
they progress through the learning levels and will provide a 
mechanism f o r  encouraging all students to participate 
regularly in soze form of physical activity and s p o r t s  
pragram. There hs no revision in the curriculum statements 

prs f i l es  to p r e s x i b e  minimum time allocations f o r  a n y  
ponent ,  including physical education. However, States and 

T e r r i t ~ r i e s  may choose to specify time allocations. The 
p r o f b l e s  i d e n f i f y  l e a r n i n g  outcomes for s t u d e n t s  which w i l l  
require varying amounts cf time to achieve. 

Since ,he Senate Coraiittee's report was tabled, peak bodies 
i n c l u d i n ~  the Australian Council for Health, Physical 
EducatFon and Recrea~ion, the Australian Schools Sports 
Counsil, t h e  Acstralian Sports Commission, the Confederation 
of Auszralian Sport, National Sport Development Officers and 
V i c s g s r t ,  heve met c o  frame a common response and plan cf 
a c t l m ,  As part of this response, LC assist States and 
Terrir3rFes who do choose to specify amounts of time f o r  
physical and sport education, it was agreed by the above 
groups  t h a t  every ustraiian child during t h e  compuisory 
school yesrs should receive a minimum of 60 minutes of  
p h y s i c a l  e d u c z t i o n  every day at secondary school  and 75  
mlntAt.es a day rn primsry school. 



The A u s t r a l i a n  Counc i l  f o r  H e a l t h ,  P h y s i c a l  Education and 
Recreation has written a Position Statement summarising 
recommendarions for quality physical education programs in 
schocls, T h i s  Ray assist schools to decide whar is a minimum 
weekly time allocation. 

RE@ 4: That the National Education Statement on 
Health and Physical Education and P r o f i l e s  be rewritten to 
produce structured and comprehensive physical education 
programs for implementation in both primary and secondary 
schoals, i 2 a r a  2.201 

k statement or: health and physical education for Australian 
s c h o o l s  and Health and physical education - a cilrricuf urn 
p r o f i l e  for Australian schools provide a framework within 
which C U I T ~ F E ~ ~ E S ~ V ~  and progressive health and physical 
education programs can be designed and developed at the 
Statel~erritory syscem and school level. 

IS :  T h a t  the Australian Education Council 
estakiish appropriate mechanisms to ensure States and 
Terrlrsries implemen: the National Statement on Health and 

sical Zducat ion in a consistent and timely manner. (Para 

The Australian Education Council agreed to consider 
irplemsntation issues related to the curriculum statements and ,. . p r o r i l e s  w i t h i n  their S t a t e  and Territory education systems. 
Ministers have comtissioned the Curriculum Corporation t o  
ca-ordin5te the gathering of information for States and 
Terri~ories and to report upon the implementation of the 
c u r r i c t l l u n  statemeries arid profiles in the- first half of 1994. 

While the C o m e n w e a i t h  is providing funding for professional 
development to a s s i s r  the implementation of the curriculum 
statenents and profiles under the statement Teaching C o a t s  
(released by the Hon Kim Beazley M?, Minister for Employment, 
Education and Training), it must be recognised t h a t  t h e  
simuitanesus implementation o f  the curriculum statements and 
profiles In eignt d ~ f f e r e n t  learning areas from years 1 to 22 
would place considerable strain on teaching r e s o u r c e s  across 
a l l  systems. 



a t  the Department of Employment, 
Edacatxon s provide funds from the Curriculum 
Development P r o j e c t  Grant to establish physical education 
prcgraas and to define particclar physical education outcomes. 
(Para 2.5: 

The general thrust of this recommendation is supported by the 
c u r s e n t  work an the national curriculum framework, 
particularly through its emphasis on developing positive 
attitudes to the role of physical activity within the overall 
h e a l t h  c o n t e x t  of s t u d e n ~ s  . 
A criciczl prerequisite for the establishment of suitable 
physic31 education programs by teachers is adequate 
professionai development. The Cornonwealth has allocated 
$60 ~iilion over the next three years to provide a National 
Teachers' Professional Development Frogram. The Program wi13 
increzse the knowledge base of teachers and foster within the 
profeision the relearning culture which is increasingly 
demanded by society. 

One of tks specific areas the Program will focus on is the 
inpiemencation of the curriculum statements and profiles in 
all areas of learning, The curriculum statements  and pro f i l e s  
wila serve as guides for further program and syllabus 
deveiopment at the system and school level. 

The S e f i r i n g  of parriculzr physical education outcomes is one 
of t h e  major purposes of Health and physical education - a 
curriculum p r o f i l e  for Australian schools. The first edition 
of this aocurnent was published in January 1994 and is 
available for implementation in the State and Territory 
educa t i a r~  systems commencing in the 1994 school year. 



TORY PPE SPORT POLICIES FOR 8CZOOLS 

5: That the Commonwealth, through the 
Australian Education Council, consult with the States and 
rn ~ersiteries to prepare and circulate detailed written policies 
for physical education as a matter of priority- (Para 2.27) 

os i t i on  : Supported 

The t h e n  Finister for tne Environment, Spor t  and Territories 
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and 
Training wrate jcintly to S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  Ministers for 
Education seeking comments on the report, including views on 
this recomcnends t i~n .  

Howev~r, the de-~elapment and implementation of physical 
educazion policies is a matter f o r  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  
educa t i on  systems and individual schools. The Australian 
S p o r t s  Commission (ASG) is willing t o  work with  t h e  
professional reacher association, t h e  Australian C o u n c i l  f o r  
Health,  Physical Education and Recrea t ion  (ACHPER) , t he  
Departsenz of Zmployment, Education and Training and State and 
Tersltosy education authorities in the development of a model 
physical edaca~:on policy. This can be provided to schools 
through. t3e Curriculum Corpora t ion .  Through S t a t e  and 
Territory based AUSSIE SPORT officers who r e t a i n  l i n k s  with 
S t a t e  and Territory depar~ments of education, the ASC wili be 
able ts provida advize  t o  schools if required. 

In addit~on, during 1993 a work ing  p a r t y  o f  sport and 
e d u c a u o n  reprssentatives completed a national consultative 
process to develop a K a t i o n a l  Junior Sport Policy. This was 
zo-crdinated by the Australian Sports Commission. 

ATPOH 6 :  That the Commonwealth, through the 
A u s t r a i i a , ~ !  Education Council, consult with States and 
Territ~gil~ tc ensure t h a t  they provide greater  education 
deparzment sup7crt for teachers responsible for physical 
education, ( P a r a  2.29)  

The thsn Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories 
and the Ministsr for Scnools, Vocational Education and 
Training wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for 
Educarion seeking comments on the report, including views on 
this zec3rnrnend2.~ion. 

However, the provision of greater education department support 
for t2azhess respozsible f o r  physical education is a matter 
for Szate and T e r r i t o r y  education systems to address. 



N 7 :  T h a t  t h e  Commonwealth, t h r o u g h  t h e  
ucation C o u n c i l  and the S p o r t  and R e c r e a t i o n  
u n c i l ,  c o n s u l t  with S t a t e  a n d  T e r r i t o r y  

e d u c a t i o n a l  a u r h o r i t l e s ,  and  s p o r t  and  r e c r e a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  
t o  msure -chat w r i t t e n  s c h o o l  s p o r t  p o l i c i e s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  a n d  
distributed a s  a m a t t e r  of  p r i o r i t y .  (Para 2 - 3 2 )  

The develcpmen? aad i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  s p o r t  p o l i c i e s  i n  
s choo l s  w i l l  be a m a t t e r  for S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  education 
system; a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  s choo l s .  The A u s t r a l i a n  S p o r t s  
Cornmission ( A S C ) ,  i n  c o n s u l r a t i o n  w i t h  the Department  of 
Employmen-, Edacation and  T r a i n i n g ,  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  
developmeri: of a model s c h o o l  s p o r t  p o l i c y ,  t h r o u g h  
c i r c u l a t i o n  cf t h e  National J u n i o r  Sport P o l i c y .  When print& 
in April 1994, it w i l l  be c i r c u l a t e d  t o  s p o r t i n g  g r o u p s  and t o  
all s c h o o l  systems. The P o l i c y  a l s o  c a n  be p r o v i d e d  t o  
schcois throug?l t h e  C u r r i c u l u m  Corpora t ion .  

Through  th% ASC and State and  T e r r i t o r y  based AUSSIE SPORT 
officers, schools are encouraged  t o  seek a d v i c e  about  the  
AUSSZE SPORT s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  programs.  However, it i s  
essential that t h e  AUSSIE SPORT programs be used by S t a t e  and 
Terrif~ry educa t icn  d e p a r m e n t s  t o  complement sound p h y s i c a l  
educa t i on  programs,  n o t  ac t  a s  a  substitute f o r  them. 

As this recom"p1endation r e l a t e s  t o  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the 
c s n s : i t u t l o n a l  r e s p a r i s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e s  and T e r r i t o r i e s ,  
the t hen  Minister for t h e  Envi ronment ,  S p o r t  and T e r r i t o r i e s  
and the Minister f o r  S c h ~ o l s ,  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  and 
T r a i n i n g  wroce j o i n t l y  to S t a t e  and Territory Ministers f o r  
Educac ioc  seeking c o m m n t s  on t h e  r e p o r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  v i e w s  on 
t h L s  recormendation, 

The Co~monxea l th  a l s o  referred t h i s  recommendation t o  t h e  
Sporr  and R e c r e a t i o n  M i n i s t e r s '  C o u n c i l ,  which endorsed t h e  
p r i n c i 2 l e s  conta ined  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

: That fueure di rec t ions  f o r  physical  
e d u m t i a n  p o l i c i e s  and curricula take a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  
principles ( o u r l i n e d  b y  ACEPER) which i n c l u d e  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  
the l i f e l ; n g  benefits from p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  both to 
i n d i - z l d u a l s  and the c o m u n i t y .  (Para 2 . 3 4 )  

I n  supporring t h e  development  of a  model p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  
p o l i c y  f o r  u s e  by s c h o o l s .  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  S p o r t s  Commission 
has workec c o - q x r a c i v e l y  with the C o n f e d e r a t i o n  of  Austrzlian 
S p o r t  ( C k . 5 )  the A o s r r a l i a n  C o u n c i l  f o r  Health,  P h y s i c a l  
EducatLon a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  (ACHFZR) and a ne twork  of 
S t a z e i T e r r i t o r y  e d u c a t i o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  t o  promote and  
docmcent the Xifelon3 b e n e f i t s  of p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y  f o r  
i n d r v i d u a l s  and t h e  c o m u n i c y .  

A 5  a- irnp3rtafiz c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the imp lemen ta t ion  of  this 
r e c o ~ ' m e n d a t i o n ,   he t h e n  F e d e r a l  M i n i s t e r  for S p o r t ,  the  



Hon 3os Kelly MP, initiated the development of an information 
package for distribution to Australian schools as well as a 
brochure for distribution to the Australian public. The 
package ir-forrnab schools, parents and  the public of the 
findings of the Senate Standing Commit tee  on Environment, 
R e c r e a ~ i o r .  and the Arts Report Physical and Sport Education. 
The distribution of the package was completed in November 
1993. 

The package to school principals and  parent associations 
i n c i u d e d  a; 

( a )  iec ter  of introduction f rom the t h e n  Minister for t h e  
Znvironrnent, S p o r t  and Territories, the Hon Ros Kelly ME'; 

(b) ' Su rna ry  o r  the Senate Inquiry Findings and 
Recornendat ions, Physical and Sport Educationf ; 

( c )  position statement prepared by the Australian Council for 
hralih, Physical Education and Recreation (ACHPER) - 
'Quality Physical Education i n  Australian Schoolsf; 

(d) brochure  - 'You can  help complete this picture' - which 
details the value of physical education, outlines the 
findings i n  t h e  Senate  Committee's report Physical and 
Spozt  Education, and suggests actions which could be 
taken by parents ,  parents and citizens associations, 
S ~ a r d s  and couccils to effect change. 

The inforzaticn c o n t a i n e d  in the package was developed by che 
A~stralizn Spcrts Commission and ACHPER. Other groups, 
i n c l i i d i n g  the Confeaeration of Australian Sport (CAS), 
Australian Sports Goods Association (ASGA), State/Territory 
educationisport professionals and the Senate Standing 
Committee on Environment, Recreation and  the Arts were 
consulted, 

The kroch-x-e has a l s o  been made widely available to the public 
with the generous support of sport retail stores, local spor ts  
clubs, P i z z a  %ur  restaurants, and o ~ h e r  agencies. It outlines 
the Lmporrance of spor t  for children and informs the public 
abczt the decline of physical and sport education in some 
sch2ols. The purpose of -he brochure is to encourage parents 
and citizens r o  cake p r a c ~ i c a l  actions which might assisr and 
sup~crt iacaL schools in  he provision of sound physical and 

In developing an3 distributing this package, it was recogniseci 
rhar the future directions f o r  physical educarion p o l i c i e s  
ads?ted by scho~ls w i l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  b y  State and Territory 
eduzarion syscems and individual schools. The p r i nc ip l e s  
ou~iined by ACZPER provide a sound basis for fu~ure 
d i r e c r i s ~ s .  



SPORT POLICY 

In response to gr3wing concerns about the delivery of junior 
sporr w i t h i n  schools and tne community in 1991, a working 
party was estab1:shed to prepare a National Junior Sport 
Policy. The working party comprised representatives from the 
Australian S p o r r s  Commission, the Confederation of Australian 
SPOT-, the Cocncil of Directors-General of Education, the 
Standing CornmiCree on Recreation and Sport and the Australian 
Schosls S p a r t  Csunci.1, with s u p p o r t  agencies co-opted and 
c o n s u i t e d  as  appropriste. 

The purpose of t h e  National Junior Sport Policy is to provide 
a framework which ensures that all young Australians have the 
opportuniry to deveiop and enrich t h e i r  l i v e s  through spor t .  

The 2 3 l f c y  is premised on the principle of social justice and 
the beLief that sport, when presented and organised properly, 
is an important educational and developmental area that offers 
benefits co boeh the individual and to society. 

&TL6N 9: That the Australian Sports Commission 
consult with the Department of Employment, Education and 
T r a i n i a g  and the relevant State and Territory authorities 
befcre It finalises its National Junior Sport Policy. 
(Para 2 , 4 0 1  

The Anstrallan Sports Commission has consulted the Department 
of Emiloyment, Education and Training and the relevant State 
and Territory a~thorities and has taken the views of these 
orgznisations, as well as the many individuals consulted in 
m e e t i n g s  Australia-wide, into account in the development of - .  its M a Z i o n a l  dunlor Sport Policy. 

The Xazional 2ucior Sport Policy was referred to the meeting 
of the Direc~oro-General  of Education on 10 August 1993. At 
that a e e t i n g  ir was recommended that further consultation 

The N3tior.al Junior Sport Policy was endorsed by Ministers at 
the Ssptember I993 meeting of the Sport and Recreation 
Min:stersY Council. 

The policy will be published and circulated in April 1994. 

C8 ION 10: That the Commonwealth, through the 
Australi~n EducaEion Council and the Sport and Recreation 
Ministersr Council, consult with States and Territories to 
enszre that schsal sport and physical education policies are 
cansisten~. (Ezra 2 * 4 0 )  

The Governnisnt ' s  response to this recommendation is outlined 
i n  I C s  responses to recommendations 5 and 7. 



: That Commonwealth fund ing  f o r  sports 
participa~isn programs through t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  S p o r t s  
ComLis s i sn  be mahtained, and that t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  funds 
between e l i t e  s p o r t s  and o t h e r  programs be reconsidered t o  
ensure greater balance.  (Para  3 . 8 )  

nt Po~ition: Supported 

The Co-~ernment ' s  f o u r  y e a r  spo r t s  p o l i c y  and funding program, 
Maintain che Momentuna has as  i t s  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  " t o  build on 
t h e  p z r t i c i p a t i o c  base o f  s p o r t " .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  wi th  t h i s  
polizy t h e  Wusrralian Sports Commission (ASC) has i n t r o d u c e d  
new programs f o r  v o i u n t e e r s ,  club development ,  
masters/veterans sport a n d  w o r k p l a c e  sport, and i n  
consultation wick t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  and Torres Strait I s l a n d e r  
Com;ssion a p r ~ g r a m  for sport for Aboriginal communities. 
Go-operative agreements wi th  the States and Territories f o r  
t h e  continuation of AUSSIE SPORT programs  have been 
r e n e g o t i a t e d  f o r  the n e x t  three years .  

T o  implement these i n i t i a t i v e s  w i t h i n  t h e  budget limits set by  
Government, the 2oard of the ASC has appl ied  an internal 
efficiency dividend across  all e x i s t i n g  programs.  The r e s u l t  
of tkis pracess will be a 20 per cent increase in t h e  b u d g e t  
f o r  ASG p a r z i c i p a t i o n  pragrams over t h e  f o u r  year  p e r i o d  of 
Maintain t h e  Monentum. 



E l :  That the  Depar tment  of Employment, 
T r a i n i n g  provide funds  from t h e  P r o j e c t s  o f  

N a t i ~ n e l  S i g n i f i c a n c e  G r a n t s  f o r  q u a n t i t a t i v e  and  q u a l i t a t i v e  
research into t h e  physical  e d u c a t i o n  and sport p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
levels ,  s k r l l  levels and  spec ia l  n e e d s  o f  g i r l s ,  e spec ia l ly  
from non-Eng l i sh  speaking b a c k g r o u n d s .  ( P a r a  2 . 4 3 )  

ve-ant P o s i t i o n :  Supported i n  Principle 

The Federa; Government recognises t he  i m p o r t a n c e  of research 
i n t o  h e a l t h  and p h y s i c a l  education. L i m i t e d  funds are 
availzble t o  fund catalytic r e s e a r c h  and a c t i v i t i e s  which 
assis% i n  t h e  development of q u a l i t y  educa t i on  f o r  a l l  
Australian schocl s t u d e n t s .  

The Government c a n n o t  s p o n s o r  r e s e a r c h  sf t h i s  kind w i t h o u t  
t h e  co-operat ion of each State and Territory e d u c a t i o n  system, 
as only t h e  S t a t e s  and Territories have a c c e s s  zo data 
resGurees required t o  undertake t h i s  research.  

The t h e n  M i n i s t e r  Ear the Envi ronment ,  Sports and  T e r r i t o r i e s  
and the N i n i s t e r  E a r  S c h o o l s ,  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  
Training wro te  j ~ i n z l y  t o  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  M i n i s t e r s  f o r  

ueatian s e e k i n s  comments on the r e p o r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  views on 

The GoTJermen% expects t a  c m m i s s i o n  some r e s e a r c h  on s p o r t  
and p h y s i c a l  e d ~ c a t i o n ,  taking i n t o  a c c o u n t  S t a t e / T e r r i t o r y  
views and  o v e r a l l  n a t i o n a l  p r i o r i t i e s .  

ION l6: That t h e  Depar tment  of  Employment, 
Education and  T r a i n i n g  provide f u n d s  from t h e  P r o j e c t s  of 
N a t i o n a l  Significance Grancs f o r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s  of p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  ( P a r a  3.5)  

The Govern~ent's response t o  t h i s  recommendat ion is o u t l i n e d  
in i t s  response to recomnendarion 11. 

25: That the Department of Employment, 
Educztion and Training provide f u n d s  f rom the P r o j e c t s  o f  
Natiocal S i g n i f i c a n c e  G r a n t s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  c u r r e n t  
p h y s i c a l  skill l eve l s  and  f i t n e s s  of A u s t r a l i a n  c h i l d r e n  and 

ir parricipa~ion i n  phys i ca l  a c t i v i t y  both i n  and o u t  o f  
acl, (3ara 4 ,22)  

BZ uppoPte9 in Principle 

The G~vernaent's response to t h i s  r e c o m e n d a t i . c n  i s  o u t l i n e d  
i n  i t 3  response t o  recommendation 11. 



26: That t h e  Department o f  Employment, 
Educa t ion  and T r a i n i n g ,  and Department o f  Hea l th ,  Housing and 
CoTWiW.ity Services provide f u n d i n g  f o r  l o n g i t u d i n a l  r e s e a r c h  
into children" skill levels and f i t n e s s ,  to provide 
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  and h e a l t h  policy makers on future 
d e s i g n s  f o r  physical e d u c a t i o n  s k i l l  based and f i t n e s s  
l e a r n i n g  programs. (Para  4 . 2 2 )  

t Pos i t i on :  Supported in Principle 

The Government a p p r e c i a t e s  the p o t e n t i a l  b e n e f i t s  of such a  
l o n g i t u d i n a i  s t u d y ;  however. fund ing  f o r  such a study w i l l  
need  t o  be @ o r s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  Budgetary processes. 

Research fund ing  i s  provided t h r o u g h  t h e  Human S e r v i c e s  and 
Heal3i p o r r f o l i . 3  by  t h e  Na t iona l  H e a l t h  and Medical Research 
C o u n s i l .  Funding is provided to those projects which, under 
peer review, are deemed t o  be of t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y .  The 
project would n e ~ d  t o  be of  a s u i t a b l e  q u a l i t y  before funding 
c o v l d  be c o n s i d e r e d .  

It is not poss ib ie  for  he Department  of Employment, Education 
and Training t o  sponsor such research without the co-operation 
of each S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y .  This is due to t h e  fact that 
on ly  t h e  S ta tes  and T e r r i t o r i e s  have access t o  data s o u r c e s  
r ev i r ed  z s  under tcke  this research. 

The t h % n  M i n i s t e r  f o r  the Environment ,  Spor t  and T e r r i t o r i e s  
an5 t h e  Xlnister for Schools ,  V o c s t i o n a l  Educat ion and 
T r a i n i n g  v ro te  t o  State and Territory Ministers for Education 
seekirg commeccs on t h e  r e p o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  views on t h i s  
recammendation and t h e  development  of  implementat ion 
strategies. 

The Cepartment of Employment, Educat ion  and T r a i n i n g  w i l l  
cons ider  funding research p r o j e c t s  t o  support t h i s  
recommendation based on t h e  r e s p o n s e s  from S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  
Mlnksrers f o r  Educa t ion ,  



Tfa 
R ~erritsry resource all 
c o n s i d e r a ~ i o n  to speci 
education exclusively 
I f  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  
a c t i o n  tc recr i fy  the 
e d u c a t i o ~ ~  t o  students 

at the Commonwealth monitor State and 
ocations for physical education and gi 
f y i n g  a percentage o f  i t s  grants  f o r  
f o r  the prov i s ion  o f  phys i ca l  educa t io  

e d u c a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t s  do n o t  t a k e  
deciine i n  t h e  provision of physical 
a t  bo th  primary and secondary schools. 

(Para 3-41) 

as i t ion :  Mot su 

The C ~ m ~ n w e a l t k  reeognises the constitutional 
re~p~nsibllities of the State and Territory governments and in 
recent years  has moved c o  providing supplementary funding for 
general recurren'c educational purposes within the context of a 
broad seE o f  outcomes rather than a s  t i e d  grants.  



These recornendations are consistent with the e q i l i t y  work by 
the Austrzlian Zciucazion Council which aims to ensure that the 
curriculum statements and profiles are inclusive of a11 
studenzs, In parzicular, the Commonwealth funded a series of 
pro lec t s  ~o ensure L n a t  the curriculum statements and profiles 
address th- needs of special education students and students 
whose first language is not English. 

The diversity I n  the needs of  students from different 
cultural, socia-economic, geographical and educationally 
disach-antaged backgrounds is recognised by the Commonwealth 
and supported Sy a num5es of initiatives. Under the Gender 
Equity in Curriculum Reform Project the Commonwealth appointed 
gender equity consultants to ensure that the principle 
objectlvcs of  the Nacional  Policy for the Education of Girls 
were i ncczpo ra t sd  into the curriculum statements and profiles. 
In addition, the Commonwealth has funded a series of projects 
to develop nationally agreed guidelines in Aboriginal and 
Torres S r r a i t  Xslander studies and appointed consultants to 
incor~orace the principles and perspectives of these 
guidelines inca the curriculum statements and profiles. 

The Coun t ry  Areas pzagram aims to assist schools and community 
groups to improve eaucational participation, learning outcomes 
and the personal development of students whose geographical 
isolation restricts access to social, cultural and educational 
activi~ies and services. Funding is provided by the 
Comor.wealfh and administered by State and Territory education 
departments, 

10%' 92: That the Commonwealth, through the 
Australian Education Council and the Sport and Recreation 
Miniscersf Council, consult with State and Territory 
autharities to develop future physical educa t ion  and sport 
policies to specify programs which will better address the 
needs of chibdren with disabilities. (Para 2.451 

This recammendation relates tc matters wichin the 
eonstitutionaa responsibility of States and Territories. 

However, tho Australian Sports Commission's (ASC) Aussie Able 
and kUSSIE SPO3.T Units will work t o g e t h e r  to support the 
development af model physical education and sport 
polici~s/programs by the professional teacher association, the 
Australian Council for Health, Physical Education and 
Wecreaeion IACZPER), and State and Territory education 
authorities. These policies will specify programs to better 
address ths needs 02 children with disabilities. The policies 
can bo provided c o  schools through the Curriculum Corporation. 
Through the ASC and the State and Territory based AUSSIE SPORT 
of f i ce r s  who retain links with State and Territory departments 
aE educatisn, advice will be provided to schools if required. 



e t h e n  X i n i s ~ r r  %or the Environment ,  Spor t  and T e r r i t o r i e s  
and t h e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  Schao l s ,  Voca t iona l  Educat ion  and 
T r a i n i n g  wrote j o i n t l y  t o  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  M i n i s t e r s  f o r  
Educa t i on  seek ing  co~ments cn this recommendation and t h e  
deveioprnez~ of  implementat ion s t r a t e g i e s .  

T h e  Cmmonweal th  a l s o  referred t h i s  recommendation t o  the  
Spore and R e c r e a t i o n  M i n i s t e r s '  Counci l ,  which endorsed che 
p r i n c i p l e s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

I n  ac id i t ion ,  this i s s u e  h a s  been r a i s e d  by the A u s t r a l i a n  
Sports C o m i i s s i o n  i n  discussions wi th  the Australian O l y m p i c  
Federation, t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  of S p o r t s  f o r  the 
i3i~ablazi and t h e  var ious  n a t i o n a l  s p o r t i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  d isabled .  There i s  g e n e r a l  agreement t o  p r o v i d e  for 
d i s a b i l i t y  specific m a t e r i a l  w i t h i n  t h e  AUSSIE SPORT program, 

13: That t h e  CornmonweaLth, through t he  
A u s t r a l i a n  Educzt ion  Council  and t h e  Spor t  and R e c r e a t i o n  
M i n F s ~ e r s ~ ~ o u n c i L ,  consult w i t h  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  
a u t h 2 r i t i e s  KC) develop f u t u r e  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and s p o r t  
polizies which t a k e  b e t t e z  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  s p e c i a l  needs  of  
A b o r i g i n a l  and Tor res  Serait I s l a n d e r  children. (Para 2 . 4 6 )  

original Education C o - s r d i n a t o r s  from S t a t e s  and Territories 
have been d i r e c t l y  irivolved i n  n a t i o n a l  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  
c u r r i z c i u m  work, Thrcugk t h e i r  involvement, the c a - o r d i n a t a s s  
have made s l  wifieace contributions to secure Aboriginal and 
Torres  S e r a i t  Islander p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  e i g h t  key  l e a r n i n g  
areas ,  i n c l u d i n g  Pa s t a t e m e n t  on health and physical education 
far .A;riustralian schools and H e a l t h  and physical education - a 
curs2ccl  u z  profile f a r  W u s l r a l i a n  schools. 

The Aborigir ial  Ycung Person's Spor t  and Recrea t ion  Development 
kragrarn i s  a r ezen t  Austraiian Sports Commission i n i t i a t i v e  
responding to the needs of -Aboriginal  and Torres S t r a i t  
IsPancies youth, Tho program i s  aimed a t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number 
and range cf sporting and r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  avai lable 
$a Abor ig ina l  and T o r r e s  S t r a i t  I s l a n d e r  you th .  

Je; ina, ly  fun. ed ky t h e  Aboriginal and Torres S t r a i t  Is lander  
Cormiss icn  and S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  s p o r t  and r e c r e a t i o n  
depzrtments, t h o  program w i l l  r un  f o r  an i n i t i a l  p e r i o d  of 
f i v e  y e a r s ,  The program i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  f u r t h e r  encourage  
Aboriginal and Ysrres S t r a i t  I s l a n d e r  people t o  continue t h e i r  
involvement i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  s p o r t  i n c l u d i n g  coaching,  
administration, cf f i c i a t i n g  and p l a y i n g .  

The program w i l l  e s s a b l i s h  a network of  38 aboriginal and 
T o r r e s  Strait I s l ande r  Sport and Recrea t ion  Development 
Officers !ASFicFSs; based i n  Reg iona l  O f f i c e s  of S t a t e  and 
T e r r i z o r y  spar: and r e c r e a t i o n  departments. Twsnty-three 

Os a re  c u r r e n t l y  working  i n  a number of  t h e  States and 
i e x i e s ,  supported by  two officers operating o u t  of the 

riginal and Torres S t r a i t  I s l a n d e r  Commission and t h e  
Aust r a i i s i n  Sporrs Commission. 



The Kationai J u n i o r  S o r %  P o l i c y  c o - o r d i n a t e d  by  t h e  
Australian S p o r t s  C~mmission takes a c c o u n t  of  t h e  s p e c i a l  
needs of  Aboriginal and Torres Strait I s l a n d e r  children. 

A s  c h i s  recommendation relates t o  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  
c c n s t i ~ u t i o n a l  responsibility of t h e  S t a t e s  a n d  Terr i tor ies ,  
t h e  t h e n  ~inister for the Envi ronment ,  S p o r t  a n d  T e r r i t o r i e s  
and %he M i n i s t e r  f o r  Schools, V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  and 
T r a i n i n g  w r o t e  j c i n t i y  t o  S t a t e  and  T e r r i t o r y  M i n i s t e r s  for 
E d u c a r i o n  s e e k i n g  comments on t h i s  recommendation and t h e  
deveio?ment of  implementation strategies. 

The Camonweafzh also referred t h i s  recommendat ion t o  the 
Sport a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  Ministers' Counc i l ,  which endorsed t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

: That c h e  Commonwealth, t h r o u g h  the 
A u s t r a l i a n  Educa t ion  C o u n c i l  and t h e  S p o r t  and R e c r e a t i o n  
Ministers' C o u n c i l ,  consult with S t a t e  a n d  T e r r i t o r y  
authorities t o  develop f u t u r e  phys i ca l  e d u c a t i o n  and spor t  
p o l i c i e s  take accoun t  o f  the s p e c i a l  needs of c h i l d r e n ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  ciris, f rom non-English s p e a k i n g  backgrounds.  
(Para 2 - 4 7 }  

The c k ~ e c t b v e s  o f  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c y  f o r  t h e  Educa t ion  of 
Girls i n  A u s t r a l i a n  S c h o o l s  i n c l u d e  r a i s i n g  awareness  o f  the 
e d u e a t i a ~  needs of girls and equal access t o  participation in 
a p p r o p r i a t e  c u r r i c u l u m .  Both t h e  N a t i o n a l  Policy and t h e  
N a t F ~ n a l  Ac t ion  Plan  f o r  t h e  Educa t ion  of G i r l s  have s p e c i f i c  
reeommmdatio~s t o  e n s u r e  e q u i t a b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  outcomes f o r  
g i r l s ,  t a k i n g  into a c c o u n t  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l ,  l a n g u a g e  and soc io -  
economic d i v e r s i t y .  Addressing t h e  needs o f  g i r l s  a t  r i s k  and 
improving e d u c a t i o n a l  outcomes of g i r l s  who benefit l e a s t  from 
s c h ~ ~ l i n g  are  specif ic  priority areas o f  t h e  N a t i a n a l  Ac t ion  
P l a n .  

The Aus t r a l i an  S p o r t s  Commission (ASC) w i l l  support t h e  
develspment of  modei p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  spor t  p o l i c i e s  b y  
t h e  professional teacher  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Counci l  
f o r  Health, P5ysical Edilcation and R e c r e a t i o n  {ACHPER) and 
State and Territory e d u c a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  These models w i l l  
t a k e  a c c a u n t  cf t h e  spec ia l  needs o f  c h i l d r e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
g i r l s .  f r om non-Zngl i sh  speak ing  backgrounds .  

The C o m o n w e a l ~ h  has t a k e n  a number o f  i n i t i a t i v e s  in school  
based sport whish take a c c o u n t  of  the s p e c i a l  needs  of  
c h i i a r e n ,  such as the AUSSIE SPORT program and t h e  ASC's 

omeni s S 2 0 r t  W i t '  s Active G i r l s  Campaign, 

A s  z k i s  recom.endation r e l a t e s  t o  m a t t e r s  within t h e  
e s n s t l t u ~ i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  S t a t e s  and T e r r i t o r i e s ,  
t h e  then Minister f o r  t h e  Envi ronment ,  Spor t  and Territories 
and the Minist~r f o r  S c h o o l s ,  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  and 
T r a i n i n g  w r o t e  j o i n t l y  t o  S t a t e  a n d  T e r r i t o r y  M i n i s t e r s  f o r  



auca t ion  seekincj comments on this recommendation and the 
e n t  of implementation strategies. 

The Coma?lcnwealth a l s o  referred this recommendation to the 
Spor t  and Recreation Minisrers' Council, which endozsed the 
p r i n c i p i ~ s  contained in the report. 

: T h a t  the Commonwealth, through the 
Auseraliar, Education Council, consult with State and Territory 
education authorities to ensure that physical education 
Euncinq is comparable to other curriculum areas. (Para 3.15) 

A s  this recommendation r e b a t e s  to m a t t e r s  within the 
zansti~u~ional responsibility of the States and Territories, 
the then Ministez for the Environment, Sport and Territories 
and "he Minister f o r  Schsois, Vocational Education and 
Training wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for 
Education seeking comments on this recommendation and the 
developmen: of impLementation strategies. 

36: That the Commonwealth, through the 
sa t ion  Council, and the Sport and Recreation 

Miniseersf Council, c o n s u l t  with State and Territory 
authorities to deveiap and implement physical education and 
s p o r t  2olicies which specifically address the needs of girls. 
6ilarz 7 . 9 )  

The National Junior Sport Policy co-ordinated by the 
Wustrahlan Sports Gomznission addresses the needs of girls. 

The special needs of girls have been recognised and addressed 
Qman and Sport Unit of the Australian Sports 

C o m l s s i o n  in developing the Active Girls Campaign. The 
Cam~zlgn is par: of zhe Government's commitment to increasing 
and Improving access to sport by all Australian g i r l s .  

T h e  Act ive  Girls Campaign aims to encourage teenage girls to 
Seeoms mere aczlvely involved in sport and physical activity, 
and zo i n z r e a s e  public awareness of the social pressures and 
liscrinina~ory practices that discourage girls from fully . < ~ a r t i c l p a t i n g  i n  sport. 

The Campa~gn is directed at teenage girls, schools, parents, 
coaches, s p o r t l n g  organisations and clubs, and the media, It 
comprises: 

a co~aunity annc;uncement being shown on television and in 
zinezas Acstralia-wide; 

F ~ S ~ E T S ,  stickers and a colourful magazine produced for 
g i r l s  by girls; 



a media awareness cmpa ign ;  and 

resources that explain the is.sues and provide reahistic 
strategies to increase the participation of girls in 
s p r z ,  

Ax par; oE its Active Girls Campaign during 1993, t h e  ASCrs  
Women a n d  Sport Uni t  developed a Resource for Schools about 
G i r l s ,  Physica:  Activity and S p o r t .  The kit was developed for 
use by teachers a n d  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  i nc ludes  resource sheets 
covering a range of issues including image and attitude, 
fac ts rs  i n f l u e n c i n g  girls' participation, harassment and 

, r e s o x z r n o ,  

The ~ooklez Strategies f o r  Change - Creating new opportunities 
for g l r a s  in sport was developed as p a r t  of the Active Girls 
Campai~n La help parents, teachers, clubs and associa t ions  
eneosrage girls t o  participate fully in s p o r t .  

A s  t h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  reiates to matters within the 
c o n s c i t u C i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  States and Territories, 
the then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories 
and zhe Minister far S c h o o l s ,  Vocational Education and 
Training u r o t e  j c i n t l y  t o  State and Ter r i to ry  Ministers f o r  
Educatron seeking comments on this recommendation and the 
devsl3pnezt of  implementation s t r a t e g i e s .  

The Cornonwealth also referred this recommendation to the 
Sport  and Recreation Ministers' Council, which endorsed the 
p r i n c i p i e s  contained in the r e p o r t .  



The g e n e r a l  t h r u s t  af t h e  recommendat ions  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the work o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
E d u c a t i o n  Councll (LW2C)I and  now t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  Counc i l  on 
Education, Employment, T r a i n i n g  and  Youth A f f a i r s .  Through 
t h e  develcpmefi t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l u m  framework, t h e  
Commonwealth and  S t a t e  and  T e r r i t o r y  e d u c a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  
have i d e n t i f i e d  a range o f  s t u d e n t  l e a r n i n g  outcomes i n  h e a l e h  
and phys ica l  e d u c a t i o n .  

20: Thar t h e  Commonwealth, t h r o u g h  the 
A u s t r a l i a n  Educi i t i an  C o u n c i l ,  c o n s u l t  w i t h  S t a t e  a n d  T e r r i t o r v  
e d u c a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  specif ic  l e a r n i n g  outcomes - 
 fro^ p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  p rog rams  a n d  t o  c o l l e c t  and  c o l l a t e  - - 
data e o  a s n i t o r  "hese outcomes. (Para 3.35) 

Specific learning outcomes from p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  programs 
have been iden"6iffed i n  Health and physical e d u c a t i o n  - a 
curriculum p r o f i l e  for A u s t r a l i a n  schools. A l l  S t a t e s  and  
Ter r i to r i e s  are moving t~ u s e  the c u r r i c u l u m  statements and 
p r o f i l e s  a t  some level  from 1994 .  

The c o L l e c t i o c  and c o l l a t i o n  of da ta  r e l a t i ng  t o  these 
outcomes is a  h i g h l y  cornpiex t a s k .  The FXC's N a t i o n a l  R e p r t  
ow S c h o o l i n g  i n  A u s t r a l i a  c u r r e n t l y  c o l l e c t s  and c o l l a t e s  
statistical data wich in  an agreed n a t i o n a l  framework and 
provides a mechznism f o r  the g a t h e r i n g  o f  f u r t h e r  d a t a  r e l a t e d  
t o  these outcomes .  

As t h i s  recommendat ion r e l a t e s  t o  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  
e o n s ~ i t u t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e s  and T e r r i t o r i e s ,  
t h e  t h e n  M i n i s t e r  fsr t h e  Envi ronment ,  S p o r t  and T e r r i t o r i e s  
and -,he Hif t i s t ez  f o r  S c h o o l s p  Voca t f  orla1 E d u c a t i o n  and 
pR i r a h i a g  w r o t e  j s i n e l y  t o  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  M i n i s t e r s  f o r  
EducatFoc s e e k i n g  comments on t h i s  recommendation a n d  t h e  
devefe2ment of imphementation strategies .  

: That  t h e  Commonwealth, t h r o u g h  t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  Education C o u n c i l ,  c o n s u l t  w i t h  State a n d  T e r r i t o r y  
education authorities, t o  d e s i g n  and implement s p e c i f i c  
physizal skill development  programs with defined outcomes f o r  
lawer p r i m a r y  cnildren to ensure that a l l  c h i l d r e n  have t h e  
opporrunity to ~ ~ V E ~ O P  fundamental motor  s k i l l s ,  ( P a r a  4.11) 

The A u s t r a l i a n  Spsrzs Cornmission's  (ASC) AUSSIE SPORT program 
has developed, i n  c m s u l t a ~ i o n  with t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C o u n c i l  f o r  
Heartk, Physiczl Educa t ion  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  (ACHPER) , a 
fundamental motor s k i l l  p rog ram ( ' S p o r t  I t t )  and  a n o t h e r  
resource w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  young c h i l d r e n ' s  p l a y  ( ' S p o r t s t a r t O .  
The A32 i z u n c h e d  t h e  ' S p o r t  I t ! Q r o g r a m  n a t i o n a l l y  i n  



F e b x a r y  1993. S p o ~ s o r s h i p  o f  t h e  program kept t h e  cos ts  of  
e n r o l l i n g  Bow, e n a b l i n g  4 4  per c e n t  o f  a l l  A u s t r a l i a n  primary 
schosls t; ava i l  themselves o f  t h e  program, and 45 per cent of  
a l l  A u s t r a l i a n  pr imary  s c h o o l  teachers  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  15-week 
a o t c r  skill program, The ASC i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  work wi th  
sponsors t o  s u b s l d i s e  t h i s  and  o t h e r  programs t o  increase 
t h e i r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  

I n  addition, t h e  Commonwealth - through the Department o f  t h e  
Env i ronmen t ,  S p o r t  and T e r r i t o r i e s  - p r o v i d e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
f u n d i n g  t o  t h e  major  n a t i o n a l  water  safety o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  
assist  i n  t h e  prsvision o f  a range of water s a f e ty  programs. 
I n  1993-94,  t h e  Commonwealth p rov ided  S1.6m f o r  t h e  progrdms 
whick i n c l u d e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  water  safeey t r a i n i n g  t o  school 
c h i l d r e n .  This  t r a i n i n g  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  development of 
f u n d a m e n ~ a l  motor s k i l l s  and fosters s a f e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a 

e range of  water  re la ted  a c t i v i t i e s .  

A s  this recommendation reiates t o  matters within t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  S t a t e s  and T e r r i t o r i e s ,  
t h e  t h e n  Minisrer EOS t h e  Environment,  S p o r t  and T e r r i t o r i e s  
and the Minister for Schools ,  Voca t iona l  Educa t ion  and 
Training wrote j o i n t l y  t o  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  M i n i s t e r s  f o r  
E d u c a k i o c  seeking comments on t h i s  recommendat i on  and the 
evelopment of  implementation s t r a t eg ie s .  

AT 2 2 :  That  t h e  Commonwealth, t h r o u g h  t h e  
Rust~zlian Educe t ion  Goilnei l ,  cons~Lt S t a t e  and Territory 
educa t im  a u t h s r i r i % s  to develop and implement programs 
designed to prov ide  r e m e d i a l  physical  s k i l l  development 
l e a r n i n g  i n  s c h a a l s .  (Para  4 . 1 3 )  

T h i s  recammenaat ion i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  work by  t h e  
Ministerial Council  on E d u c a t i o n ,  Employment, T r a i n i n g  and 
Youth A f f a i r s  t3 meet t h e  needs of  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
phys ica l  and sensory  d i s a b i l i e i e s  through t h e  n a t i o n a l  
e u r r i c ~ l ~  framework. 

The then X i n i s t e r  f a r  t h e  Environment,  Spor t  and T e r r i t o r i e s  
and  the E i n i s t e r  for S c h o o l s ,  Voca t iona l  Educat ion  and 
T r a i n i n g  wrote  j o i n t l y  t o  Stace and T e r r i t o r y  M i n i s t e r s  f o r  
Educa'ion s e e k i n g  comments on t h e  r e p o r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  views on 
this recsmmandation. 

Under 15s Aussie Able and AUSSIE SPORT Programs, t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  S p c r t s  C3mmission ( A S C ) ,  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  with t h e  
Australim Coac3Lng Counc i l ,  has developed c o a c h / t e a c h e r  
educatio~ materisbs addressing t h e  needs of people w i th  
d i s a b i l i t i e s .  The development  of t h e ~ C o a c h i n g  A t h l e t e s  wi th  
Disabilities Scheme (CAD), i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  

manuals, will have an impact on the  q u a l i t y  o f  coaching 
that a l l  e t h l e c e s  with d i s a b i l i t i e s  r e c e i v e  and i n  t u r n  
increase t h e i r  f u t u r e  pe r fo rmances  and q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  



: That the Commonwealth, through the 
ion Council, consult with State and Territory 

edueacfon authsrities to develop and implement skill 
development programs which enable  access to girls and boys. 
(Pars 4 - 1 7 )  

verzrxnsaat: Pos i t i on :  Support. i n  Principle 

This r ~ c o m e n d a t i o n  supports the current work by the 
Australian Educational Council, now the Ministerial Council on 
Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs t a  ensure 
that the n a t i o n a l  curri~vlum framework is consistent with the 
National Policy for the Education of Girls. 

The a~stralian Spor t s  Commission's ( A S @ )  Women and Sport Unit 
32% taken steps to address the needs of girls with their 
A c t i v e  G i r l s  Campaign referred to elsewhere in this response. 

The ACSSIZ SPORT program exists to enrich the lives of young 
people through q u a l i t y  sporting experiences which will 
encourage lifelong pastici?ation. 

A s  this recornendation relates to matters within the 
cons~it~Lional responsibility of the States and Territories, 
the then M i n i s t ~ r  for the Environment, Sport and Territories 
and e h e  Mi~lstes for Schools, Vocational Education and 
Tsalnlng w r o t e  j o i n t l y  to S ~ a t e  and Territory Ministers f o r  
Sduca~ion seeking conments on this recommendation and the 
deve lcpenc  of  implementation strategies, 
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3X: That t h e  Commonwealth, th rough  t h e  
c e t i o n  Counc i l ,  c o n s u l t  w i t h  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  
s r i t i e s  t o  e n s u r e  a l l  s t u d e n t s  have regular 
e c i a l i s t  physical education teacher especially 

%t t h e  primary schocb l e v e l ,  (Para 8 . 2 8 )  

The Government supports this recommendation, particularly in 
t h e  c o n t e x t  of the National J u n i o r  Sport Policy and  the 
national c . x r i e u l u m  framework. 

: That all s c h o o l s  encourage and s u p p o r t  
generaiisz teachers who become involved i n  s c h o o l  s p o r t  tc 
acquire  a t  leas; Level 0 N a t i o n a l  Coaching A c c r e d i t a t i o n  i n  ac 
least a n e  s p o r E ,  (Para 9.  i 9 j  

T h i s  reconmendation i s  b e i n g  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
CoachFng Counc i l  (ACC) th rough  t h e  newly e s t a b l i s h e d  State 
Coaching C e n t r e s .  The ACC and  State Coaching C e n t r e s  also 
encourage and assist t e a c h e r s  t o  a t t a i n  higher N a t i o n a l  
Coa(3 ing  A z c r e i i ~ a t i o n  Scheme (NCAS) q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

6nde-r t h e  u s t r a l i a n  Coaching C o u n c i l ' s  NCAS, t h e  Level 3 
eou-sea ( n o w  ckanged to ' Orientation to Coachingf courses) and 
Level 1 cozrses Frovide the foundation on which ta base and 
develop a more comprehensive program of  sport e d u c a t i o n  f o r  
both t k e  schoo l  and che community sector. 

The p r o p o s e d  proqram woald i n c l u d e  a newly developed ' S p o r t  
E ~ . d C h c O r ~  s cmr+: - ,,,~cate" L :  A s  p a r t  of  a c o - o p e r a t i v e  approach 
the twc  s 2 z t o r s  would be l i n k e d  f o r  development purposes  and 
t o  s e r v i c e  the needs n f  t h e  s c h o o l  system. 

This new program wsubd be based cn t h e  achievement o f  
appropriate cornpezencies f o r  t h e  tasks r e q u i r e d  o f  t h e  
teachei-sfzoaches. Same s p o r t s ,  f o r  example track and fielci, 
a l ready have sxcb a course for t e a c h e r s  which appears t o  be 
very  successful, 

The ACZ i s  c o - o r s i n a t i n g  t h i s  program through the Sta t e  
Ccacbing Centres. The ACC is able to invo lve  n a t i o n a l  
s p o r s i n g  crganisations (NSOs), S t a t e  sporting organisations 
( S S C S I ,  education institutions and a u t h o r i t i e s  and 
professior ial  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  u n d e r t a k i n g  a needs  ana lys i s  f o r  
teachers  and school  coaches  and a s s i s t  N S O s  and educat ion 
i n s t i z - ~ t l o n s  and  authorieies to develop appropriate courses  to 
be us& i n  b o t h  in-service and pre-service env i ronments ,  



3-3 t h e s e  recosrmendat ions  r e l a t e  t o  m a t t e r s  which f a l l  w i t h i n  
fhe c x i s t i t u t i o n e l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  S t a t e s  and  
Terslcaries and t h e  autonomy of  t e r t i a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  the 
:hen E in i s t e r  f o r  the Environment ,  S p o r t  and Territories and 
the M i x i s t ~ r  fer Schools, V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  and  Tra in ing  
wrote  jointly to State and  T e r r i t o r y  M i n i s t e r s  for Educa t ion  
s e e k i n g  co rmen t s  on these recommendat ions  and  the development  
of implementation strategies. 

These r e c o m e n a a t i o n s  w i l l  a l s o  be b r o u g h t r t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r s f  Commit tee  and t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
Counsli of Deans o f  E d u c a t i o n .  

T 

LR r e c z q n i t i o n  of t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  enhancing teacher 
axeeiience, a nuaxher of  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a re  c u r r e n t l y  r e v i e w i n g  
their csacher e d u c a t i o n  f a c u l t i e s  w i t h  a view t o  improving  tha 
qualiry of  teaching a n d  t r a i n i n g  programs. 

C o n t i n u i n ?  change and review of t h e  s c h o o l  e u r r i c u l u m  h a s  b e e n  
a feature of A u s t r a l i a n  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  several decades. The 
p r o p o s e d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  the n a t i o n a l  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  
curriccium and assessment framework w i l l  have gradual impact 
on s c h o o l  practice and on t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  development  needs  
sf e x i s t i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  p a r C i c u l a r l y  i n  a r e a s  s u c h  as gende r  
e x p i t y  and i n t e r c 5 s e i p l i n a r y  themes. 

It s k s u l d  be noted,  however, t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  teacher 
a s s o c i a t i o n s  p l a y  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  
provrsion of p r o f e s s i o n a l  deve lopmen t  programs f o r  their 
members and eocld be e n c o u r a g e d  to work  i n  close co-operation 
with t e r t ~ a r y  institutions i n  the development  and 
implernentacion of a p p r o p r i a t e  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  programs.  The 
Commnwealrh currently supports a number af p r o f e s s i o n a l  
teacher a s s o c i a t i o n s  within the c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
curriculum framework and i s  p r o v i d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  t o  
support kcs i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  The r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
A u s t r a l i a n  Teazking  C o u n c i l  s h o u l d  be ablz t o  p l a y  an 
i n c r e a s i n g  reie in t h e  f u t u r e ,  

32 :  That t h e  Commonwealth, t h r o u g h  t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  Educa t ion  C o u n c i l ,  c o n s u l t  w i t h  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r y  
autkcrlti5s and ser t ia ry  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  determine n a t i o n a l  
inininurn e3urse r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  b o t h  f o r  
generzlist and specialist t e a c h e r s  a t  pr imary and seconda ry  
Level. ( P a r a  2-12) 

33:  That  t h e  Commonwealth, t h r o u g h  t h e  
c a t i o n  C ~ u n c i l ,  c o n s u l t  witn S t a t e  a n d  T e r r i t o r y  

autkori~ies t o  s p e c i f y  n a t i o n a l  minimum a t t a i n m e n t  
physlcaf e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  employment of both 

eneralisz and s p e c i a l i s t  t e a c h e r s .  (Para  9 . 1 2 )  



: That all State and Territory education 
authorities prsvide and/or support their teachers in regular 
physical education inservice training. (Para 9 . 2 1 )  

The Government supports these recommendations and has outlined 
i t s  pos i tFDn in the introductory paragraphs in this section. 

ATIQl$;P 34: That the Commonwealth, through the 
Australian Education C o u n c i l ,  consult with State and Territory 
a u t h s r i t i z s  to ensure all currently employed teachers have 
access to the necessary inservice training and professional 
development t o  meet national minimum attainment levels in 
physical education for both generalist and specialist teachers 
at prlmary and secondary level. (Para 9.12) 

Curriculum design and accreditation of teacher education 
courses is the responsibility of higher education 
institutions, teacher employers and professional s t a f f  
associaticns. The framework for competency standards 
developed by the National Project on the Quality of Teaching 
and Learning and being further developed by the working party 
referred ~o in relation to recommendation 27 may guide the 
d e v e l o p ~ e n t  of inservPee training and t e a c h e r  rttainment 
levels. 

The Gcvernment 33s  allocated $60 million over the next three 
years ro provide a 'National Teachersr Professional 
Development Programf. The Program will increase the knawledge 
base of teachers and faster within the profession the 
 ele earning culzure which is increasingly demanded by society. 
One of the specific areas the Program will focus on is the 
implementation of the curriculum statements and profiles in 
all areas o f  lezrning. 

Under the Program, funds have been set aside for a pilot 
u b j e c t  renewal program specifically :or teachers of Physical 
uczcion and Z e e l t h *  In addition to this aliocation, funding 

propsals relacrng to Physical Educarion and Health will be 
considered in the broader context of applications under the 
progrzm.  

The Government s u p p o n s  this recommendation and will refer it 
to reievant groups as indicated in the general response to 
eh i s  section, 



3 7 :  That a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  cooperative a p p r o a c h  
ts s c h o o l  s p o r e ,  all community members f o r m a l l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
j u n i z r  s p a r t  and s c h o o l  s p o r t  be encouraged t o  o b t a i n  a t  least 
Level 2 Nat ion21  Coaching  A c c r e d i t a t i o n .  (Para  1 0 . 1 4 )  

ar~r osition : Supported 

As 1594 i s  t h e  Year of  t h e  Coach,  many s t r a t e g i e s  a r e  being 
designed by t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Coach ing  C o u n c i l  (ACC) t o  improve 
coaching standards i n  s c h o o l s  and t h e  wider community. 

The ACC would facilitate the link b e t w e e n  school, community 
and a p e r t s  coaching i n i t i a t i v e s  t h r o u g h  che p r o p o s e d  ' S p o r t  
Educator" Cer t i f ica te '  c o n c e p t  as  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  t o  
encosraging cornunity members i n v o l v e d  i n  the d e l i v e r y  o f  
spor t  L O  work a s  assistant coaches. The ACC1s new State 
n e t w o r k  suppor t s  t h e  f u r t h e r  deve lopment  o f  c o a c h i n g  s k i l l s  
and expertise t h r o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Coaching  Accreditation 
Scheme and associated ongo ing  e d u c a t i o n  programs.  In t h i s  
way, 3 mere e f f e z e i v e  c o r n u n i t y  c o a c h i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  b e i n g  
deve  loped. 

The rececf e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of ACC S t a t e  Coaching C e n t r e s  e n s u r e s  
mare effective A u s t r a l i a - w i d e  delivery of ACC and o t h e r  
coaching programs as well as improving s t a t e  level support for 
coaches and sporting associations. 

EffectLve i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  S p o r t  E d u c a t o r ' s  p rogram will 
be achieved th rough  t h e  ne twork  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  each 
State, t h r a u g h  t h e  ACC Sta t e  Coaching  C e n t r e s  and t he  already 
established AUSSIE SPORT network. T h i s  network a l s o  p r o v i d e s  
a l i n k  between t h e  community, t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  and  sport 
c o a c h i n g  i n i t i a t i v e s .  

: That t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  S p o r t s  Conmiss ion  and  
o f  A u s t r a l i a n  Sport work j o i n t l y  t o  develop 

-nd ircplernent standardised Codes o f  Behav iou r  for community 
embers anvalved i n  s c h o o l  sport. ( ? m a  iO.15) 

Throcgb t h e  AUSSIE SPORT program, t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Sports 
C o m . n i s s i o n 9  ( A X )  AUSSIE SPORT Unit has developed a brochure 
"Code a f  8ehaviourW f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  p a r e n t s  and community 
members involved i n  s p o r t i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  The ASC's AUSSIE 
SPO?.T Unit has d i s t r i b u t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  each year 
sinze 1987 ,  

The &US512 SPORT U n i t  w i l l  con t inue  t o  make t h i s  brochure  
available t o  t h e  p u b l i c  on request. The A u s t r a l i a n  School 
Spor t s  Counc i l  (ASSCI a l s o  d i s t r i b u t e s  a s i m i l a r  brochure. 

There are s t r a t e g i e s  I n  place to s u p p o r t  the i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
"Codes of  Behavicur" brochure,  some ongoing  and some new. The 



AUSSZZ SPORT phil0s0phy, its programs, pub1 icat ions and 
personnel all emphasise the importance of providing supportive 
environments for young people in sport. The Confederation of 
Austsalian Sport seeks to co-ordinate and promote a consistent 
approach c s  junior sport  through its members which include 
over 1 2 3  national sporting organisations. 

The Australian Sports Commission's Natianal Junior Sport 
Policy extsnds the intent of the "Codes of Behaviour". It 
provides a national framework for use by clubs/associations, 
schools, parents, coaches and administrators which outlines 
consiscent, fair and proper ways to approach the delivery of 
junior  port. 

N 38: That departments of education, departments 
~f s g c 3  and recreation, local government authorities, schools 
and sporting organisations work together to develop 
eomple~entary p~licies which provide quality sporting 
opportunities for .ail children. (Para 1 0 . 2 4 )  

This recommendation is supported by the Australian Education 
C o u n c i l "  national curriculum statements and profiles which 
p r ~ v l d e  a focus for ongoing collaboration between education 
syseems, professional and community groups. Sport and 
r e c r s a ~ i o n  d e ~ a r t m e n t s  have participated in developing the 
dsafe  c u r r i c u l - m  documents. 

The Conmcnwealth wihi consult with the Australian Local 
Gavernrnenc Assoziat;on to encourage an integrated approach ta 
the delivery of sporting opportunities for all children. 

In N~vercber 1993, the Australian Sports Commission introduced 
Health and physical e d u c a t i o n  - a c u r r i c u l u m  p r o f i l e  f o x  
Australian schools to the NSO National Development Officers 
and ernphaslsed the need for all in junior sport delivery to 
reeognise implications of  developments in new approaches to 
curriculum design. Workshops were designed to explore the 
issuas and inglications. 

40: That Stat5 and Territory education 
authorities c o r A s ~ l t  with local governments to finds ways to 
cooperatively ?rcvi.de and maintain facilities for youth sport. 
{Para 10-24) 

The general thrust of this rezommenda~ion is supported by the 
natiszal curric~lux framework. Curriculum statements and 
proziles serve as guides for further program and syllahs 
deveioprnent at the system and school level. 


