GOVERNMENT RESPONSE

TO

A REPORT BY THE SENATE
STANDING COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT,

RECREATION AND THE ARTS
ON

PHYSICAL AND SPORT
EDUCATION






SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE
ON ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION AND THE ARTS

PHYSICAL AND SPORT EDUCATION




For sase of reporting, this response has followed the categories
of recommendations as set out in the Committee’s report with the
exception of recommendation 17 which is being considered along
with the recommendations under the National Education Curriculum
heading.

Australian school children have a right to expect a complete
education - an education which, as well as providing a thorough
grounding in academic subjects, also introduces them to the
enjoyment and health benefits which flow from physical activity
and a healthy lifestyle. '

These expectations must be met. The Commonwealth, State and
Territory governments are obligated to continue to co-operate to
ensure that physical and sport education is given a higher
profiie in school curricula.

If Australia’s youth is to realise its full potential, it must be
healithy, alert, capable.

The sportspeople of tomorrow will be drawn from the school
children of today. 7To maximise the potential for success of an
Australian team at the Svdney Olympics, we must increase the
opportunities being offered to young Australians to participate
in physical activity.

In tabling this respconse to the Committee’s report, the
Government 1s encouraged by a number of significant and positive
developments in the area of physical and sport education in some
States and Territories in 1993. While these initiatives will go
some way to redressing the decline in physical education in our
schools system, much work remains to be done in some areas.,
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NATIONAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM

The Government considers the recommendations concerning the
Nationzl Curriculum Framework to be an important area of the
Committee’s work and has moved quickly to implement the
relevant recommendations.

In recent years the Commonwealth Government has worked
collaboratively with States and Territories through the
Australian Education Council (AEC) to provide a national
perspective to school education, including physical education.

A number of recommendations about establishing appropriate
mechanisms to ensure consistent and timely implementation of A

tatﬂvart on health and physical education for Australian
schools and Health and physical education - a curriculum
profile for Australian schools have already been considered in
the context of the AEC., 2All States and Territories are moving
to use Health and physical education ~ a curriculum profile
for Australian schools at some level from 1994. BAEC members
(now members of the Ministerial Council on Education,
Employment, Training and Youth Affairs) agreed to report on
progress with implementation in each State and Territory in
the first half of 1854.

RECOMMENDATION 1: That the National Statement on Health be
renamad the National Education Statement on Health and
Physical Education and that any subsequent documents reflect
this more appropriate title. (Para 2.6)

Government Position: Supported

This recommendation was accepted by the Australian Education
Council, and it was agreed to change the name of the National
Statement on Hezlth to A4 statement on health and physical
education for Australlan schools.

RECOMMENDATION 2: That the National Education Statement on
Health and Physical Education be reconsidered to ensure full
recognition for physical education as a national priority by
,dedzify,ug it as a separate Strand. (Para 2.14)

Government Position: Supported

The general thrust of the recommendation supports the
Commonwealth’s current policy to enhance the place of physical
education within A statement on health and physical education
for Australian schocls and the assoclated Health and physical
education ~ a curriculum profile for Australian schools.

on was addressed by the Australian Education

This recommendztio

Council and 1t was agreed that phy51cal education will be
incorporated across all strands in the curriculum statements
and profiles.




RECOMMENDATION 3: That, before the Naticnal Education
Statement on Health and Physical Education and assocciated
Profiles are finalised, wider and better consultation take
place, and that this consultation allow sufficient time for
considered responses. (Para 2.17)

Government Positiom: Supported in Principle

The deadline for finalising curriculum statements and profiles
was 30 June 1993. This deadline, though controversial, was
set co-operatively, involving all States and Territories. The
first editions of the curriculum statements and profiles are
available for implementation commencing in 19%94. Further
consultations and reviews of the curriculum statements and i
profiles will depend on the outcomes of future meetings of the i
Commonwealth, State and Territory Education, Employment, z
Training and Youth Ministers and the establishment of a
structure which will facilitate the co-ordination of national
collaboration.

RECOMMENDATION 28: That a minimum weekly time allocation for
physical education, particularly in primary schools, be
included in the National Statement on Health and Physical
Education. (Para 5.8)

Governmnent Position: HWoted

Curriculum and teaching matters are primarily the
responsibility of State and Territory governments. A
statemant on health and physical education for Australian
schools provides a broad framework for teaching and learning
outcomes in this curriculum area. Health and physical
education - a curriculum profile for Australlan schools will
assist education systems to meet the needs of all students as
they progress through the learning levels and will provide a
mechanism for encouraging all students to participate
regularly in some form of physical activity and sports
program. There is no provision in the curriculum statements
and profiles to prescribe minimum time allocations for any
component, including physical education. However, States and
Territories may choose to specify time allocations. The
profiles ldenuzfy learning outcomes for students which will
require varying amounts of time to achieve.

Since the Senate Committee’s report was tabled, peak bodies
including the Australian Council for Health, Physical
Education and Recreation, the Australian Schools Sports
Council, the Australian Sports Commission, the Confederation
of Rustralian Sport, Naticnal Sport Development Officers and
Vicsport, have met to frame a common response and plan of
acticn., As part of this response, to.assist States and
Territories who do choose to specify amounts of time for
physical and sport education, it was agreed by the above
groups that every Australian child during the compulsory
school years should receive a minimum of 60 minutes of

- physical education every day at secondary school and 75
minutes a day in primary school.




The Australian Council for Health, Physical Education and
Recreaticn has written a Position Statement summarising
recommendations for gquality physical education programs in
schocls. This may assist schools to decide what is a minimum
weekly time allocation.

RECOMMENDATION 4: That the National Education Statement on
Health and Physical Education and Profiles be rewritten to
produce structured and comprehensive physical education
programs for implementation in both primary and secondary
schools, (Para 2.20)

Government Position: HNHoted

A statement on health and physical education for Australian ,
schools and Health and physical education - a curriculum 5
profile for Australian schools provide a framework within :
which comprehensive and progressive health and physical
education programs can be designed and developed at the
State/Territory system and school level.

RECCMMENDATION 15: That the Australian Education Council
egtablish appropriate mechanisms to ensure States and
Territories implement the National Statement on Health and
Physical Education in a consistent and timely manner. (Para
Z2.48)

Government Position: Supported

The Australian Education Council agreed to consider
implementation issues related to the curriculum statements and
profiles within their State and Territory education systems.
Ministers have commissioned the Curriculum Corporation to
co-ordinate the gathering of information for States and
Territories and to repcort upon the implementation of the
curriculum statements and profiles in the first half of 19%4.

While the Commcnwealth is providing funding for professional
development to assist the implementation of the curriculum
statements and profiles under the statement Teaching Counts
(released by the Hon Kim Beazley MP, Minister for Employment,
Education and Training), it must be recognised that the
simultanecus implementation of the curriculum statements and
profiles in eight different learning areas from years 1 to 1lZ
would place considerable strain on teaching resources across
all systems.
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RECOMMENDATION 17: That the Department of Employment,
Education and Training provide funds from the Curriculum
Development Project Grant to establish physical education
programs and to define particular physical education outcomes.
{Para 3.5}

Government Position: Supported

The general thrust of this recommendation is supported by the
current work on the national curriculum framework,
particularly through its emphasis on developing positive
attitudes to the role of physical activity within the overall
nealth context of students.

A critical prerequisite for the establishment of suitable :
physical education programs by teachers is adeqguate 5
professional development. The Commonwealth has allocated i
$60 million over the next three years to provide a Naticnal i
Teachers’ Professional Development Program. The Program will i
increase the knowledge base of teachers and foster within the :
profeszsion the relearning culture which is increasingly

demanded by society.
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One Gf th fic areas the Program will focus on 1s the

[ i n of the curriculum statements and profiles in
f learning. The curriculum statements and profiles
will serve as guldes for further program and syllabus

development at the system and school level.

The defining of particular physical education outcomes is one
of the major purposss of Health and physical education - a
curriculum profile for Australian schools. The first edition
of this document was published in January 1994 and is
available for implementation in the State angd Territory
education systems commencing in the 1994 schoel year.




STATE AND TERRITORY PE AND SPORT POLICIES FOR SCHOOLS

RECOMMENDATION 5: That the Commonwealth, through the
Bustralian Education Council, consult with the States and
Territories to prepare and circulate detaziled written policies
for physical education as a matter of priority. (Para 2.27)

Government Position: Supported

The then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Training wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Education seeking comments on the report, including views on
this recommendation.

However, the development and implementation of physical
education policies is a matter for State and Territory
education systams and individual schools. The Australian
Sports Commission (ASC) 1s willing to work with the
professional tesacher association, the Australian Council for
Health, Physical Education and Recreation (ACHPER), the
Department of Employment, Education and Training and State and
Territory education authorities in the development of a model
physical education policy. This can be provided to schools
through the Curriculum Corporation. Through State and
Ter*‘tory based AUS3SIE SPORT officers who retain links with
State and Territory departments of education, the ASC will be
able to provide advice to schools if required.

In addition, during 1983 a working party of sport and
educztion representatives completed a national consultative
process to develop a National Junior Sport Policy. This was
co-crdinated by the Australian Sports Commission.

RECOMMENDATION €: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Council, consult with States and
Territoriss *u ensure that they provide greater education
department support for teachers responsible for physical
education. (Para 2.29)

Government Position: Supported

The then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Training wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Education seeking comments on the report, including views on
this recommendation.

However, the provision of greater education department support
for teachers responsible for physical education is a matter
for State and Territory education systems to address.




RECOMMENDATION 7: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Couricil and the Sport and Recreation
Ministers” Council, consult with State and Territory
educational authorities, and sport and recreation authorities
to ensure that written school sport policies are prepared and
distributed as a matter of priority. (Para 2.32)

Government Position: Supported

The development and implementation ¢f sport policies in
schools will be a matter for State and Territory education
systems and individual schocols. The Australian Sports
Commission (ASC), in consultation with the Department of
Employment, Education and Training, will support the
development of a model school sport policy, through

circulation of the National Junior Sport Policy. When printed
in Apzril 1994, it will be circulated to sporting groups and to
all school systems. The Policy also can be provided to
schools through the Curriculum Corporation.

Through the ASC and State and Territory based AUSSIE SPQORT
officers, schools are encouraged to seek advice about the
AUSSIE SPORT school education programs. However, it is
essential that the AUSSIE SPORT programs be used by State and
Territory educaticn departments to complement sound physical
education programs, ROt act as a substitute for them.

As this recommendation relates to matters within the
constitutional responsibility of the States and Territories,
the then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and tne Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Trainin

ing wrote Jjointly to State and Territory Ministers for
tion seeking comments on the report, including views on

commendation.
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The Commonwealth also referred this recommendation to the
Sport and Recreation Ministers’ Council, which endorsed the
principles contained in the report.

REGQE%E%*ETZ@% %E That future directions for physical

n policies and curricula take account of the

s (ocutlined by ACEPER) which include recognition for
long benefits from physical activity, both to

1s and the community. (Para 2.34)

Government Position: Supported

In supporting the development of a model physical education
policy for use by schools, the Australian Sports Commission
has worked co-operatively with the Confederation of Australian
Sport (CAS}), the Australian Council for Health, Physical
Education and Recreation (ACHPER) and a network of
State/Territory education professionals, to promote and

documant the lifelong benefits of physical activity for
individuals and the community.

25 an important contribution to the implementation of this
recommendation, the then Federal Minister for Sport, the




Hon Ros Kelly MP, initiated the development of an information
package for distribution to Australian schools as well as a
brochure for distribution to the Australian public. The
package informed schools, parents and the public of the
findings ¢of the Senate Standing Committee on Environment,
Recreation and tha Arts Report Physical and Sport Education.
The distribution of the package was completed in November
1993,

The package to scheool principals and parent associations
inciuded a:

tay letter of introduction from the then Minister for the
Environment, Sport and Territories, the Hon Ros Kelly MP;
{(b) ’Summary of the Senate Ingquiry Findings and

Recommendations, Physical and Sport Education’;

(c) position statement prepared by the Australian Council for
Health, Physical Education and Recreation (ACHPER) -
*Quality Physical Education in Australian Schools’;

4

{(d) Dprochure - ‘You can help complete this picture’ - which
details ths value of physical education, outlines the
findings in the Senate Committee’s report Physical and
Sport Education, and suggests actions which could be

taken by parents, parents and citizens associations,
boards and councils to effect change.

The information contained in the package was developed by the
hAustralizn Spcrts Commission and ACHPER. Other groups,
including the Confederation of Australian Sport (CAS),
Australian Sports Goods Association (ASGA), State/Territory
education/sport professionals and the Senate Standing
Committee on Environment, Recreation and the Arts were

consulted,

The brochure has also benn made widely available to the public
with the generous support of sport retail stores, local sports
clubs, Pizza Hut restaurants, and other agencies. It outlines
the importance of sport for children and informs the public
about the decline of physical and sport education in some
schools The purpcse of the brochure is to encourage parnnts

and citizens to take pracblca‘ actions which might assist and
support local schocls in the provision of sound physical and
sport education

In developing and distributing this package, it was recognised
that the future directions for physical education policies
adopted by schools will be determined by State and Territory
education systems and individual schools. The principles
outlined by ACHPER provide a sound basis for future
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HATIONAL SPORT POLICY

In response to growing concerns about the delivery of junior
sport within schoels and the community in 1991, a working
party was established to prepare a National Junior Sport
Policy. The working party comprised representatives from the
Australian Sports Commission, the Confederation of Australian
Sport, the Council of Directors-General of Education, the
Standing Committee on Recreation and Sport and the Australian
Schools Sport Council, with support agencies co-opted and
consulted as appropriate.

The purpcse of the National Junior Sport Policy is to provide
a framework which ensures that all young Australians have the
opportunity to develop and enrich their lives through sport.

The EJliCy is premised on the principle of social djustice and

the belief that sport, when presented and organised properly,

is an important educational and developmental area that offers
benefits tTo both the individual and to society.

RECOMMENDATION $: That the Australian Sports Commission
consult with the Department of Employment, Education and
Training and the relevant State and Territory authorities

before it fina ises its National Junior Sport Policy.
(Para 2.40

Government Pozition: Supported

The Australian Sports Commission has consulted the Department
of Employment, Education and Training and the relevant State
and morr; ory authorities and has taken the views of these
organisations, as well as the many individuals consulted in
meetings Australia-wide, into account in the development of
its Natiocnal Junior Sport Policy.

or Sport Policy was referred to the meeting
General of Education on 10 August 199%3. At
as recommended that further consultation

The National J
of the Di:ector
that meeting it
oCcur.

Natloral JQ”‘OL Sport Policy was endorsed by Ministers at

The policy will be published and circulated in April 1994.

RECOMMENDATION 10: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australien Education Council and the Sport and Recreation
Ministesrs’ Council, consult with States and Territories to
ensure that school sport and physical education policies are
consistent. (Para 2.40)

Government Position: Supported

The Government’s response to this recommendation is outlined
in its responses to recommendations 5 and 7.

<
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RECOMMENDATION 18: That Commonwealth funding for sports
participarion programs through the Australian Sports
Commission be maintained, and that the allocation of funds
between elite sports and other programs be reconsidered to
ensure ¢greater balance. (Para 3.8)

Governmant Position: Supported

The Government’s four year sports policy and funding program,
Maintain the Momentum has as its first priority "to build on
the participation base of sport". In accordance with this
policy the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) has introduced
new programs for volunteers, club development,
masters/veterans sport and workplace sport, and in
consultation with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Commission a program for sport for Abcriginal communities.
Co-operative agreements with the States and Territories for
the continuation of AUSSIE SPORT programs have been
renegotiated for the next three years.

To implement these initiatives within the budget limits set by
Government, the Board of the ASC has applied an internal
efficiency dividend across all existing programs. The result
of this process will be a 20 per cent increase in the budget
for ASC participation programs over the four year period of
Maintain the Momentum. ‘
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RESEARCE PROJECTS

RECOMMENDATION 1l1: That the Department of Employment,
Education and Training provide funds from the Projects of
National Significance Grants for quantitative and qualitative
research into the physical education and sport participation
levels, skill levels and special needs of girls, especially
from non~-English speaking backgrounds. (Para 2.43)

Govarnment Position:. Supported in Principle

The Federal Government recognises the importance of research
into health and physical education. Limited funds are
available to fund catalytic research and activities which:
assist in the develcopment of quality education for all
Australian school students. :

The Government cannot sponsor research of this kind without
the co-operation of each State and Territory education system,
as only the States and Territories have access to data
resources required to undertake this research.

The then Minister for the Environment, Sports and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Training wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Education seeking comments on the report, including views on
thils recommendation.

The Government expects to commission some research on sport
and physical education, taking into account State/Territory
views and overall national priorities.

RECOMMENDATION 16€: That the Department of Employment,
Education and Training provide funds from the Projects of
National Significance Grants for research into the physical
education needs of primary school children. (Para 3.5)

Government Position: Supported in Principle

The Government’s response to this recommendation is outlined
in its response to recommendation 11.

RECOMMENDATION 25: That the Department of Employment,
Education and Training provide funds from the Projects of
National Significance Grants for research into current
physical skill levels and fitness of Australian children and
their participation in physical activity both in and out of
schocl., (Para 4.22)

Government Position: Supported in Principle

The Government’s response t£o this recommendation is outlined
in its response to recommendation 11. ’
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RECOMMENDATION 26: That the Department of Employment,
Education and Training, and Department of Health, Housing and
Community Services provide funding for longitudinal research
into children’s skill levels and fitness, to provide
information for education and health policy makers on future
designs for physical education skill based and fitness
learning programs. (Para 4.22)

Government Position: Supported in Principle

The Government appreciates the potential benefits of such a
longitudinal study; however, funding for such a study will
need Lo be considered in the context of Budgetary processes.

Research funding is provided through the Human Services and
Healch portfolio by the National Health and Medical Research
Council. Funding is provided to those projects which, under
peer review, are deemed to be of the highest quality. The
proiject would need to be of a suitable quality before funding
could be considered.

It is not possible for the Department of Employment, Education
and Training to sponsor such research without the co-operation
of egach State and Territory. This is due to the fact that
only the States and Territories have access to data sources
reguired to undertake this research.

The then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Training wrote to State and Territory Ministers for Education
seeking comments on the report, including views on this
recommendation and the development of implementation
strategies.

The Department ¢f Employment, Education and Training will
consider funding research projects to support this
recommendation based on the responses from State and Territory
Ministers for Education.
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FUNDING

RECOMMENDATION 21: That the Commonwealth monitor State and
Territory resource allocations for physical education and give
consideration to specifying a percentage of its grants for
education exclusively for the provision of physical education
if State and Territory education departments do not take
action tc rectify the decline in the provision of physical
education to students at both primary and secondary schools.
{(Para 3.41)

Government Position: Not supported

The Commonwealth recognises the constituticnal
responsibilities of the State and Territory governments and in
recent years has moved to providing supplementary funding for
general rescurrent educational purposes within the context of a
broad set of outcomes rather than as tied grants.

J
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SPECIAL NEEDS

Thes2 recommendations are consistent with the equity work by
the Rustralian Education Council which aims to ensure that the
curriculum statements and profiles are inclusive of all
students. In particular, the Commonwealth funded a series of
projects to ensure that the curriculum statements and profiles
address the needs of special education students and students
whose first language is not English.

&
i

The diversity in the needs of students from different
cultural, socio-economic, geographical and educationally
disadvantaged backgrounds is recognised by the Commonwealth
and supported by a number of initiatives. Under the Gender
Equity in Curriculum Reform Project the Commonwealth appointed
gender eguity consultants tc¢ ensure that the principle
objectives of the National Policy for the Education of Girls
were inccrporated into the curriculum statements and profiles.
In addition, the Commonwealth has funded a series of projects :
to develop nationally agreed guidelines in Aboriginal and 7
Torres Strait Islander studies and appointed consultants to
incerporate the principles and perspectives of these
guidelines into the curriculum statements and profiles.

AR

PRt

The Country Areas program aims to assist schools and community
groups te improve educational participation, learning outcomes
and the personzl development of students whose geographical
isclation restricts access to social, cultural and educational
activities and sarvices. Funding is provided by the
Commonwealth and administered by State and Territory education
departments.

RECOMMENDATION 12: That the Commonwealth, through the ;
Australian Education Council and the Sport and Recreation i
Ministers’ Council, consult with State and Territory
authorities to develop future physical education and sport
policies to specify programs which will better address the
needs of children with disabilities. (Para 2.45)

Government Position: Supported

This recommendation relates to matters within the
constitutional responsibility of States and Territories,

However, the Australian Sports Commission’s (ASC) Aussie Able
and AUSSIE SPORT Units will work together to support the
development of model physical education and sport
policlies/programs by the professional teacher association, the
Australian Council for Health, Physical Education and
Recreation (ACHPER), and State and Territory education
authorities. These policies will specify programs to better
address thes needs of children with disabilities. The policies
can be provided to schools through the Curriculum Corporation.
Through the ASC and the State and Territory based AUSSIE SPORT
officers who retain links with State and Territory departments
of education, advice will be provided to schools if required.
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The then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Training wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Education seeking comments on this recommendation and the
development of implementatiocn strategies.

The Commonwealth also referred this recommendation to the
Sport and Recreation Ministers’ Council, which endorsed the
principles contained in the report.

In addition, this issue has been raised by the Australian
Sports Commission in discussions with the Australian Olympic
Federation, the Australian Confederation of Sports for the
Disabled and the various national sporting organisations for
the disabled. There is general agreement to provide for
igability specific material within the AUSSIE SPORT program.

RECOMMENDATION 13: That the Commonwealth, through the
Austrazlian Education Council and the Sport and Recreation
Ministers’ Council, consult with State and Territory
authorities to develop future physical education and sport
policies which take better account of the special needs of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. (Para 2.46)

Government Position: Supported

Aboriginal Education Co-ordinators from States and Territories
have been directly involved in national collaborative
curriculum work. Through their involvement, the co-ordinators
have made significant contributions to secure Aboriginal and
Torraes Strait Islander perspectives in the eight key learning
areas, including A statement on health and physical education
for Australian schools and Health and physical education - a
curriculum profile for Australian schools.

The Aboriginal Young Person’s Sport and Recreation Development
Program 1s a recent Australian Sports Commission initiative
responding to the needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander vouth., The program is aimed at increasing the number

and range of sporting and recreational opportunities available
to Aboriginal and Torres Stralt Islander youth.

Jointly funded by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Commission and State and Territory sport and recreation
departments, the program will run for an initial period of
five years. The program is designed to further encourage
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to continue their
involvement in all aspects of sport including coaching,
administration, officiating and playing.

The program will establish a network of 38 Aboriginal and
Torre; Strait Islander Spor; and Recreation Development
Officers (ASRDCs) based in Regional Offices of State and
Territory sport and recreation departments. Twenty-three
ASRDOs are currently working in a number of the States and
Territories, supported by two officers operating out of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission and the

Australian Sports Commission.
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The Natlonal Junicr Sport Pelicy co-ordinated by the
Australian Sports Commission takes account of the special
needs of ARboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children.

As this recommendation relates to matters within the
constitutional responsibility of the States and Territories,
the then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories

“1‘

and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Training wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Fducation seeking comments on this recommendation and the
development of implementation strategiles.

The Commonwealth also referred this recommendation to the
Sport and Recreation Ministers’ Council, which endorsed the
principles contained in the report.

RECOMMENDATION 14: That the Commonwealth, through the
Bustralian Education Council and the Sport and Recreation
Ministers’ Council, consult with State and Territory
authorities to develop future physical education and sport
pelicies take account of the special needs of children,
particularly girls, from non-English speaking backgrounds.
(Para 2.47) .
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Government Posi

h
i
education needs of girls and equal access to participation in
appropriate curriculum. Both the National Policy and the
Naticnal Action Plan for the Education of Girls have specific
recommendations t£o ensure equitable educaticonal outcomes for
girls, taking into account their cultural, language and socio-
economig diversity. Addressing the needs ¢f girls at risk and
improving educational outcomes of girls who benefit least from
schooling are specific priority areas of the National Action

Plan.
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The Australian 3ports Commission (ASC) will support the
development of model physical education and sport policies by
the professional teacher association, the Australian Council
for Health, Physical Education and Recreation (ACHPER) and
State and Territory education authorities. These models will
take account of the special needs of children, particularly
girls, from non-English speaking backgrounds.

The Commonwealth has taken a number c¢f initiatives in school
based sport which take account of the special needs of
children, such as the AUSSIE SPORT program and the ASC’s
Women’s Sport Unit’s Active Girls Campaign,

Az thi ecommendation relates to matters within the
constitutional responsibility of the 3tates and Territories,
the then MLnlSLEE for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Educatlon and
Training wrote Jjointly to State and Territory Ministers for
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Education seeking comments on this recommendation and the
development of implementation strategies.

The Commonwealth alsc referred this recommendation to the
Sport and Recreation Ministers’ Council, which endorsed the
principles contained in the report.

RECOMMENDATION 16: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Council, consult with State and Territory
education authorities to ensure that physical education
funding 1s comparable to other curriculum areas. (Para 3.15)

Government Pogition: Supported

As this recommendation relates to matters within the
constitutional responsibility of the States and Territories,
the then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Training wrote Jjointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Education seeking comments on this recommendation and the
development of implementation strategies.

RECOMMENDATION 3C: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Council, and the Sport and Recreation
Ministers’ Council, consult with State and Territory
authorities to develop and implement physical education and
sport policies which specifically address the needs of girls.
(Para 7.9)

Government Position: Supportad

The HNational Junior Sport Policy co-ordinated by the
Australian Sports Commission addresses the needs of girls.

The special needs of girls have been recognised and addressed
by the Women and Sport Unit of the Australian Sports
Commission in developing the Active Girls Campaign. The

Campaign is part of the Government’s commitment to ¢ncrea¢1ng
and improving access to sport by all Australian girls.

The Active Girls Campaign aims to encourage teenage girls te
becoma more actively involved in sport and physical activity,
and to increase public awareness of the socilal pressures and
discriminatory practices that discourage girls from fully
participating in sport.

The Campaign 1is dir eﬁtea at teenage girls, schools, parents,
coaches, sporting organi satlons and clubs, and the media. It

s..OHiDEJ.SGS :

ommunity announcement being shown on television and in
ia-wide;

ssters, stickers and a colourful magazine produced for
rls by girls;
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. a2 media awareness campaign; and

regources that explain the issues and provide realistic
strate g;es to increase the participation of girls in
spo

As part of its Active Girls Campaign during 1993, the ASC’'s
women and Sport Unit developed a Resource for Schools about
Girls, Physical Activity and Sport. The kit was developed for
use Dy teachers and educators and includes resource sheets
covering a range of issues including image and attitude,
factors influencing girls’ participation, harassment and

resourcing.

The boo klet Strategies for Change - Creating new opportunities
for girls in sport was developed as part of the Active Girls
Campaign to help parents, teachers, clubs and associations
encourage girls to participate fully in sport.

ot

As this recommendation relates to matters within the
constitutional responsibility of the States and Territories,
the then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Training wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Education seeking comments on this recommendation and the
development of implementation strategies.

The Commonwealth also referred this recommendation to the
Spor; and Recreation Ministers’ Council, which endorsed the
principles contained in the report.




SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES

The general thrust of the recommendations included in this
section is consistent with the work of the Australian
Education Council (AEC), and now the Ministerial Council on
Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs. Through
the develcpment of the national curriculum framework, the
Commonwealth and State and Territory education authorities
have identified a range of student learning outcomes in health
and physical education.

RECOMMENDATION 20: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Council, consult with State and Territory
education authorities to identify specific learning outcomes
from physical education programs and to collect and collate
data to monitor these outcomes. (Para 3.35)

Government Position: Supported

Specific learning outcomes from physical education programs
have been identified in Health and physical education - a
curriculum profile for Australian schools. All States and
Territories are moving to use the curriculum statements and
profiles at some level from 1994.

The collection and collation of data relating to these
cutcomes is a highly complex task. The AEC’s National Report
on Schooling in Australia currently collects and collates
statistical data within an agreed natiocnal framework and
provides a mechanism for the gathering of further data related
to these ocutcomes.

As this recommendation relates to matters within the
constitutional respensibility of the States and Territories,
the then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
Training wrote Jjointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Bducation seeking comments on this recommendation and the
development of implementation strategies.

RECOMMENDATICN 22: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Council, consult with State and Territory
education authorities, to design and implement specific
physical skill development programs with defined outcomes for
lower primary children to ensure that all children have the
opportunity to develop fundamental motor skills. (Para 4.11)

Government Position: Supported

The Australian Sports Commission’s (ASC) AUSSIE SPORT program
has developed, in consultation with the Australian Council for
Health, Physical Education and Recreation (ACHPER), &
fundamental motor skill program (’/Sport It’) and another
resource which supports young children’s play (/Sportstart’).
The A3C launched the fSport It!f program nationally in
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February 19%3. Sponsorship of the program kept the costs of
enrclling low, enabling 44 per cent of all Australian primary
schocls to avall themselves of the program, and 45 per cent of
all Australian primary schocl teachers to deliver the 15-week
motor skill program. The ASC is continuing to work with
sponsors t©o subsidise this and other programs to increase
their accessibility to all students.

In addition, the Commonwealth - through the Department of the
Envircnment, Sport and Territories - provides significant
funding te the major national water safety organisations to
assist in the provision of a range of water safety programs.
In 1993-%4, the Commonwealth provided $1.6m for the programs
which include the provision of water safety training to school
children. This training contributes to the development of
fundamental motor skills and fosters safe participation in a
wlde range of water related activities,.

As this recommendation relates to matters within the
constitutional responsibility of the States and Territories,
the then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schecols, Vocational Education and
Training wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Education seeking comments on this recommendation and the
development ¢of implementation strategies.

That the Commonwealth, through the
on Council, consult State and Territory
es to develop and implement programs
remedial physical skill development
. {(Para 4.13)

RECOMMENDATIOR 22
Bustralian Educat
education authori
designed o provi
learning in school
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Government Position: Supported

This recommendation is consistent with the work by the
Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and
Youth Affairs to meet the needs of students with intellectual,
physical and sensory disabilities through the national
curriculum framework.

The then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocaticnal Educatien and
Training wrote ijolntly to State and Territory Ministers fer
Education seeking comments on the report, including views on
this recommendation.

Under its Aussie Able and AUSSIE SPORT Programs, the
Australian Spcrts Commission (ASC), in collaboration with the
Australlan Coaching Council, has developed coach/teacher
education materials addressing the needs of people with
disapilities. The development of the Coaching Athletes with
Disabilities Scheme (CAD), in particular the production of the
CAD manuals, will have an impact on the guality of cocaching
that all athletes with disabilities receive and in turn
increase their future performances and quality of life.
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RECOMMENDATION 24: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Council, consult with State and Territory
education authorities to develop and implement skill
development programs which enable access to girls and boys.

-y

{(Para 4.17)
Government Position: Support in Principle

This recommendation supports the current work by the
Australian Educational Council, now the Ministerial Council on
Education, EBEmployment, Training and Youth Affairs to ensure
that the national curriculum framework is consistent with the
National Policy for the Education of Girls.

The Australlian Sports Commission’s (ASC) Women and Sport Unit
has taken steps to address the needs of girls with their
Active Girls Campaign referred to elsewhere in this response,.

The AUSSIE SPORT program exists to enrich the lives of young
people through quality sporting experiences which will
ancourage lifelong participation.

As this recommendation relates to matters within the
constitutional responsibility of the States and Territories,
the then Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories
and the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and
'raining wrote Jjointly to State and Territory Ministers for
Education seeking comments on this recommendation and the
development of implementation strategies.
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RECOMMENDATION 31: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Council, consult with State and Territory
education authorities to ensure all students have regular
access to a specialist physical education teacher especially

at the primary schocl level. (Para §.28)
Government Position: Supported

The Government supports this recommendation, particularly in
the context of the National Junior Sport Policy and the
national curriculum framework.

RECCMMENDATION 35: That all schools encourage and support
generalist teachers who become involved in school sport to
acquire at least Level O National Coaching Accreditation in at
least one sport. (Para 9.19)

Government Position: Supported

This recommendzation is being facilitated by the Australian
Ceoaching Council (ACC) through the newly established State
Coaching Centres. The BCC and State Coaching Centres also
encourage and assist teachers to attain higher National
Coaching Accreditation Scheme (NCAS) qualifications.

Under the Australian Coaching Council’s NCAS, the Level 0O
courses {(now changed to ‘Orientation to Coaching’ courses) and
Level 1 courses provide the foundation on which to base and
develop a more comprehensive program of sport education for

" both the school and the community sector.

The proposed pro gram wou*c include a newly developed fSport
Educator’s Certificate’ As part of a co-operative approach
the twc sectors would be linked for development purposes and
to service the needs of the school system.

This new program would be based on the achievement of
appropriate compstencies for the tasks regquired of the
teachers/coachas. Some sports, for example track and field,
already have such a course for teachers which appears to be

very successful.

The ACZ 1s co-ordinating this program through the State
Coaching Centres. The ACC is able to involve national
sporting organisations (N30s), State sporting organisations
{S8Cs), education institutions and authorities and
professional associations in undertaking a needs analysis for
teachers and school coaches and assist NSOs and education
institutions and authorities t£o develop appropriate courses to
be usad in both in-service and pre-service environments.




TEACHER TRAINING

ommendations relate to matters which fall within
utional responsibility of the States and
i and the autonomy of tertiary institutions, the
inister for the Environment, Sport and Territories and
the Minister for Schools, Vocational Education and Training
wrote jointly to State and Territory Ministers for Education
seeking comments on these recommendations and the development
of implementation strategies.

These recommendations will also be brought 'to the attention of
the Australian Vice-Chancellors’ Committee and the Australlan
Council of Deans of Education.

In recognition of the importance of enhancing teacher
excellence, a number of universities are currently reviewing
their teacher education faculties with a view to improving the
quality of teaching and training programs.

Continuing change and review of the school curriculum has been
a feature of Australian education for several decades. The
proposed implementation of the national collaborative
curriculum and assessment framework will have gradual impact
on school practice and on the professional development needs
of existing teachers, particularly in areas such as gender
aquity and interdisciplinary themes,

It should be noted, however, that professiconal teacher
associations play an increasingly important role in the
provision of professional development programs for their
members and could be encouraged to work in close co-operation
with tertiary 1“9*1tuulons in the development and
implementation of appropriate teacher training programs. The
Commonwealth currently supports a number of professional
teacher assocliations within the context of the national
curriculum framework and is providing additional funding to
support its implementation. The recently established
Australian Teaching Council should be able to play an
increasing role in the future.

RECOMMENDATION 32: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Council, consult with State and Territory
authoritiess and tertiary institutions to determine national
minimum course requirements in physical education both for
generalist and specialist teachers at primary and secondary
level. (Para 9.1Z2)

RECOMMENDATION 33: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Educaticn Council, consult with State and Territory
education authorities to specify national minimum attainment
levels in physical education for the employment of both
generalist and specialist teachers. (Para 9.12)
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RECOMMENDATION 36: That all State and Territory education
authorities provide and/or support their teachers in regular
physical education inservice training. (Para 92.21)

Government Posgition: Supported

The Government supports these recommendations and has outlined
its position in the introductory paragraphs in this section.

RECOMMENDATIOR 34: That the Commonwealth, through the
Australian Education Council, consult with State and Territory
authorities tco ensure all currently employed teachers have
access to the necessary inservice training and professional
development to meet national minimum attainment levels in
physical education for both generalist and specialist teachers
at primary and secondary level. (Para 9.12) ' '

Government Position: Supported

Curriculum design and accreditation of teacher education
courses 1s the responsibility of higher education
instituticons, teacher employers and professional staff
asscciations. The framework for competency standards
developed by the National Project on the Quality of Teaching
and Learning and being further developed by the working party
referred to in relation to recommendation 27 may guide the
development of inservice training and teacher attainment
levels=.

The Government has allocated 560 million over the next three
years to provide a ‘National Teachers’ Professional
Development Program’. The Program will increase the knowledge
base of teachers and foster within the profession the
relearning culture which is increasingly demanded by society.
One of the specific areas the Program will focus on 1is the
implementation of the curriculum statements and profiles in
all areas of learning.

Under the Program, funds have been set aside for a pilot
subiect renewal program specifically for teachers of Physical
Education and Health. 1In addition to this allocation, funding
proposals relating to Physical Education and Health will be
considered in the broader context of applications under the
program.

The Government supports this recommendation and will refer it
to relevant groups as indicated in the general response to
this section.
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TEE COMMUNITY

RECOMMENDATION 37: That as part of the cooperative approach
to school sport, all community members formally involved with
juniocr sport and school sport be encouraged to obtain at least
Level O Natlonal Coaching Accreditation. (Para 10.14)

Government Position: Supported
As 1594 1s the Year of the Coach, many strategies are being

designed by the Australian Coaching Council (ACC) to improve
coaching standards in schools and the wider community.

The ACC would facilitate the link between school, community
and sports co ch;ﬂg initiatives through the proposed ‘Sport
Educator’s Certificate’ concept as the foundation to

encouraging community members involved in the delivery of
gsport to work as assistant coaches. The ACC’s new State
netwerk supports the further development of coaching skills
and expertise through the National Coaching Accreditation
Scheme and associated ongoing education programs. In this
way, a more effective community coaching process is being
developed.

The recent esf ablisnment of ACC State Coaching Centres ensures
more effective Australia-wide dellvery of ACC and other
coaching programs as well as improving state level support for
coaches and sporting associations.

Effective implementation of the Sport Educator’s program will
be achieved through the network being established in each
State, through the ACC State Coaching Centres and the already
established AUSSIE SPORT network. This network also provides
a link between the community, the education system and sport

coaching initiatives.

RECOMMENDATION 38: That the Australian Sports Commission and
the Confederation of Australian Sport work jointly to develop
and implement standardised Codes of Behaviour for community
members involved in school sport. (Para 10.15)

Goverament Pogition: Suprorted

Through the AUSSIE SPORT program, the Australian Sports
Commission’s (A3C) AUSSIE SPORT Unit has developed a brochure
“Code of Behaviour" for participants, parents and community
membears involved in sporting organisations. The ASC’s AUSSIE
SPORT Unit has distributed approximately 100,000 each year
since 1987,

The RUSSIE SPORT Unit will continue to make this brochure
available to the public on request. The Australian School
Sports Council (ASSC) also distributes a similar brochure.

There are strategies in place to support the intention of the
"Codes of Behaviocur"” brochure, some ongoing and some new. The
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AUSSIE SPORT philosophy, its programs, publications and
personnel all emphasise the importance of providing supportive
environments for yvoung people in sport. The Confederation of
zustralian Sport seeks to co-ordinate and promote a consistent
approach to junior sport through its members which include
over 120 national sporting organisations. ‘

The Australian Sports Commission’s National Junior Sport
Policy extends the intent of the "Codes of Behaviocur®. It
provides a national framework for use by clubs/associations,
schools, parents, coaches and administrators which outlines
consistent, fair and proper ways to approach the delivery of
Junior sport.

RECOMMENDATION 3%: That departments of education, departments
of sport and recreation, local government authorities, schools
and sporting organisations work together to develop
complementary policies which provide quality sporting
opportunities for .all children. (Para 10.24)

Government Position: Supported

This recommendation is supported by the Australian Education
Council’s national curriculum statements and profiles which
provide a focus for ongoing collaboration between education
systems, professional and community groups. Sport and
recreation departments have participated in developing the
draft curriculum documents.

The Commonwealth will consult with the Australian Local
Government Association to encourage an integrated approach to
the delivery of sporting opportunities for all children.

In November 1593, the Australian Sports Commission introduced
Health and physical education - a curriculum profile for
Australian schools to the NSO National Development Officers
and emphasised the need for all in junior sport delivery to
recognise implications of developments in new approaches to
curriculum design. Workshops were designed to explore the
issues and implications.

RECOMMENDATION 40: That State and Territory education
authorities consult with local governments to finds ways to
cooperatively provide and maintain facilities for youth sport.
{Para 10.24)

Government Position: Supported

The general thrust of this recommendation is supported by the
national curriculum framework. Curriculum statements and
profiles serve as guides for further program and syllabus
development at the system and school level.




