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My natural document giving me into the care of the Hethodist
Church, so t gally & ward, not long after my birth in 1924,

I undErstaﬁé I was Tirst caredfor in the Dalmar Home in ashfield, and
subsequently st Dalmar, Carlingford.

Undarstendably I have no recolle tion of my infant days, but al re-unions

in my mature vears, of "lalmar uld Girlst! and Boys'bnion“ have met the

person who ke 1Led look after me in the "Infanis!? Cottage” at Dalmar, Carling-
; rerienced an instant warm rappolt with her. in convers

ed the impression she anjoyed helping to look
ng woman iﬁ her middie and later teens, and
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in the infants! coitage.

My girlhood recollections a are of happy days, both durine school pericds
and during school h011¢aJ5.

a8 children ws were peruitied, indeed encouraged, to pla
“ i ‘ ancient historical origin, o dg;_; ltive

thes was that small chili“ﬂn WEIE

boys wnd girls, On long, hot

in were alloy stay up longer,

ill duﬁn. Tbb childre Organ sed these activi
der ones passing on the rules @ﬂd ngs of the ganes
they became old enough te be ailowe& to join ine

avenings
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the Zisters
ot summer

0f childrents inf
ildren were housed
Lo adness. During such T
ildren in the Cottage werd, che@rluliy allowed
Lhe “iouns nece nrovided, d@though that
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jﬁne duﬁi@g“ that -as bhlldk@ﬁ we were expected To fulfil,

ﬁ op 9-fthe giris on the weekend spent ﬁart oi Saturday morning

the dormitory floor, and the staircese from the first Tiocr.

these s the tasks I was personally involved ine

work, but with a spirit of fun, as we would slide on our kneelins
1 our backs, der the beds, having "ul-side-down® Paces as we
and wnen prlishing staircase, propelled ouuselves down the

bump, bump, busp ur vottoms, on the polishing cloths.

‘s knew we made joyous our "duly" tinmes,
Tun ¢r the laughior.

A

dezng wy ciildhood I othsr children weepirg'bitte 1y when ithey
nad heen Ur@uﬁht to 5 - because of the death of a parent, usualiy

the mother, or children brought to pe cared for du?ln the da 3“essloa WHED

an out-of-work father could no longer endure the priv on for the children,

ok

~i1dren gottled in, and made ir$ends, and three of my best friends at
isters brought to be care for, for what became a faw years, kent in
heir later yezrs, with friends 1a the “Sals G

VRGO Girlst and Boyst

st the aze of 10 years, in the Fositer care of a cCouraseous

T qualified for my first week's paid annual leave, at
my Loster parent sgreed to my reguest to spend b x al
girls and young women with whom I had zrown up,
nurtured me during my childhood.

[EH 41

Some years back I joined with menmbers
Chrisinas re-unigus, at Dalmar, i
men and women,/Yhom I hed )
In gonclusion, I zelieve
ieadershin of Matron Helliiwe

to the children tTo be "inelusive

of every age groide






