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SUBMISSION RELATES TO:
THE SALVATION ARMY GILL MEMORIAL HOME FOR BOYS

GOULBURN N3SW.

1 would like to attend the hearings and give evidence when the Senate holds the

inquiry in Sydney.

My submission is for open public record.
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Cootamundra { 1933,34,35,36,37,38,39.}

I was born in Cootamundra and lived in 10 Warren Street My parents were
Dorothy Mav Freer and Lesiie John Freer My family numbered 3 children
beside myself They were Joyce John and Keith Eventually we went to live
in raifway tenis on Railway property.One thing | remember was the
practice of drovers selling black sheep 1o the railway workersThis was a
weicome practice which added 1o the variety of the current diet.

wag bapiised in a home church in Wirrinya.near Forbes My grandmother
was a keen worshipper in the Methodist Church She later went 1o worship
at the Anglican Church in Cootamundra.l remember a sunday school picaic
heid in a local park.lt comes to mv mind that I had a fear of losing my mug
which was enamelled and was tied onto me bv a piece of siring.

{was enrolied in Kindergarten at Cootamundra Public School and | recall
that | had to take mv shoes off before sitting on the mat.Also I remember
that 1 had a sleep on the mat imediately after lunch. Mother made a fuss
when she came to take us away {rom the schoolThis action was prior to the
conelusion of the Custody battle which had not been resolved.The teachers
were very annoved at her persistence and forced them 1o keep us{rom
beimg taken awav without the court's decision

Dad was often away at work because he was a member of an emergency
gang who were on call for problems on the raifway.| can remember Jim
Martin visiting our camp when dad was awav.Dad was furious and vowed
to getl even with him.Somehow dad was shot when the light rifle he was
carrving discharged and wounded him in the head

While dad was in hospital we were {eft in the care of mother who went {o
live with jim Martin. When dad was discharged from the hospital he 100K us
back into his own care He won the divorce case and was given cusiody of
the Tour children Jovee John Mvsell and Keith.Grandmather made an
attempt to look after us but it was too much for her.

Another problem arose to worrv dad.He was due to be called up into
military service He dedded to put the four of us into childrens’ homes. Joyce
disappeared and we learned later that she had been placed in a girls” home
called St Saviours'home for girls in Goulburn.Dad took us three boystoa
home in Rockdale where dad's sister Pearl could keep an eye on us.Dad
fially put us into the care of the Salvation Army in Goulburn.Dad took us

and left us with a promise that he would visit us often but he did not keep
this promise.
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Stories

1."Presents From Dad.”
Z2."Divorce and Bitterness.”
3“@9@&3&&.“

4 "Holidays in Coota.”
S“Gmnﬁ?‘amm and His Ruies.”

6. ."Grandiather Solves the World's Problems.”




*Dresents From Dad.”

"Dad is taking us 1o the Shap 1o buy us all some prasents |” Joyoe was excited And this
sxcitemant was communicated to us. We had a feeling that He was worried about
something. 1t seemed that he was giving us presents in advance of whatever that hewas

thinking eventuaied.

“afhat's the catch? "Asked John who was a born cynic and he wondered at Dad's sudden
generosity.Dad was always thinking and scheming and he hoped to eventually live a life
of doing  exactly what he wanted 1o do.without any let or hindrance.

He saw ho need to tell us what he was thinking, It was Teft for us to figure out whiat was
happening to us.We , or Joyce and John filled in the details which w8 showing up in
Dead's behaviour.

i was 1940 and the whole world seemed to be dressed in Khaki.Clear evidence that the
War was beginning ta sffect our town .Thare was a buiid up of the sinews of war in
Cootamundra The showground was the headquarters for the military and the sound of
marching Test and the roaring of truck and tank engines filled us all with forebading.

The airforce was also conspicucus  with its planes { Spitfires and Hurricanes ) Tlving
ig and fro with noise and spesd.

wa knew that Dad was of military age .We couldn'l understand why e was averse to the
coming call up for service,because he had been a light horseman during the peace which
followed the First Worid War He Jooked smart in his uniform wilh jesther legoings
and the smu Teathers in his hat.But he was worried about the future He had a family o
care for he and mother were divorced and Dad had custedy of us children .He found this
responsibility too much o bear.

So off 1o the shop we went jour hearts happy with anticipation.|t was a genuine country
store and the owner boasted that he could supply anything that might be needed in
Coota. The tovs were displaved in a corner of the shop We made & rush for the toys
while Dad explained himself (o the smiling shop owner..Dad advised us that we only had
one choice |

John and Keith were quick ta choose and they picked some sperting gear. carefully
considered the choices and finally was happy to choose a soccer ball.! then looked at
Jovee as she choss her present.She picked a Magic Lantern. This was very high Tech.
had switches ,a globe and some films to show on a wall or a sheet hangig og the wall.

" want the Magic Lantern 1" | yelled and threw myself onto the floor and kicke my legs
and threw my arms about wildly. "What's a1l the fuss?* Demanded dad ,"Gel up off the
flanr and stop your noise.He conlinued with "Get up or 11 give you & belting t He hatt a
very shari fuse and had bad temper.

Jovee was a 'softy” and said “Let him have the laniern”She did not want me to get into
irgume.dohn and keith were disgusted but | was happy because | now had the Lantern.
Dad was not called up becausa his job was protected for the national good,




Divorce and Bitterness.

"I'1h get you for coming here behind my beck!"Dad rushed at Jim Martin with a
smalt bore rifle in his hand. Suddenty a shot rang out and ded fell to the ground .The
r1fle had discharged accidentally and the bullet ,probably a ricoehet hit dad in the
fiead . There was confusion and fear as evervone present dashed about here and
there.Dad was taken to hospital and we were taken by mum to Hve with Jim Martin.

This was the Puimmatmﬂ of vears of bitternass between dad and mum which led (o
divores and cusiogy batilss

Dad was a fetler whose iob it was Lo put the railway 1ine back in good order He was a
member of a special gang which went 0 repair 1ines which had been damaged 1t was
a large gang of about 30 men. The attraction of being in this gang was the increas set
nav they received His work took him 1o far distant places and he was often away for

icng periods of ime,

He setiled his family in a tent village which was situated on the raiiway land near
the line.Mum was very unhappy to live in such circumstances and developediihe: - - -
friendship of a former suitor Jim Martindim came 1o visit her qmte aﬂen

Dad bename aware af "L e f:%amestd ”Lnfi% and VQWB{} :hﬂ h@ weu%d r;ei evwn wﬁh
thern both.He graw. mere and more angry andhe became really upset apput the .. .
ratter His anger was hlazing hot when he confronted Jim MartinThe final result of -
thiz altercation was first thet dad was taken 1o hospital for & long period of time and
second mum went W0 Hve with Jim and she took us children with her

Wwhen Dad was discharged Trom hospital he took us from mum as he had diverced her
and had won cusiody from the court We went to live with granny Freer but this was
not for long bacause she could not stand the strain of caring for 4 young children it
was al this time that we children became aware of the plan 1o put us in homes,

Dad and mum hated each other with a fierce hatred and this was illustrated
graphically at the Tuneral later in our lives when the family came tegether for the
funeral of John's son Calin who was drowned in the Molonglo River From the
roment they saw each other thev ioudly vented their feelings. They were so involved
with ther feslings that they did not attend the funeral service.

The titter feeings were shared around among the different branches of the family.
Jovee was spirited away to the Girls” Home in Goulburn and we were given no
explanation of her going We boys were taken first to Rockdale and then Tinally to the
Horme far Boys run by the Salvation Army in Goulburn. Dad assured us thal i was
ondy a shord time measure and that he would visit us often end that he would send us
seife pocksl money regutarly. T BT,

He did not kKeep his promises




He didn't come 1o vist us often and he sent no pocket money One cause for our
pitterness was that dad had writien to say that he was coming 1o visit us and 1o take us
out for the day.

We were to complete our jobs and dress ready for our outing We were excited and
completed our jobs and were drassed in our best clothes in record Uime and were
waiting for dad to come in the reception room at the front of the home. We waited ail
day and At 5 o'clock we sadly returned to the routine of the home.

John and Keith lefi the home when they Tinished school and | stayed on to finish the
L C.1 had been in the home about 10 years. This was a source of bitterness for me.

During my time in Goulburn | became a Christian and | realised the truth of the Bible
which said .

W7 things wark tagether e goed 1or Hose who love God and are cailed socarding o

VIS DI




Robbed 1

"&nd when we get 1o the zoo | want you to stay close {o me and don't go oo close to
the animal enclosures! "said cur Aunty Psarl .She fussed around keeping us neat
and Uidy.

"Will we be able to have a ride on the elephant?” { asked.
"¥es if vou do as | tell vou. "Replied Aunty,
"t want to 2ee the gorilias. "piped up John

Aunt Pearl had come to the home in Rockdale 1o ake us out for the day. 11 was
exciting 1o go out the gate and to know that we had a whole day to enjoy our
selves We were drassad in khaki shiris and shoris.and hat

After 3 fong walk to the station we caught the train and weres taken to Circular
Quav. e had to wail for some time before the Teronga Park ferry arrived. We
rushed on board (o get good seats.

Aunty was nervous about the ferry trip.She wanted us to stay close 10 her in case
we Tell overpoard We were too excited to sit still. We rushed 1o the side 1o ses the
gnormaus ships sail slowly past cur ferry The Terry began 1o plunge about ina
discongerting manner as we went past the Heads on the way {o the Zoo.

Wwhen we arrived Aunt v gathered us o herself 1o start the adventure.We wanted to
rush ahead and see all the animals es guickly as possible We saw the giraffes, the
tiong [the snakss and 1izards and the dingoes.

At last we came to the monkey cage and the monkeys were sitling on the tree
branches defleaing one another.| leaned against the enclosure fence and suddeniy a
small monkey swung down and snaiched my pocket handkerchief. He swung back up
to his branch and put the hanky over his head and made noses |

| shouted at tha monkey to give back my hanky, "Give it back ! " | velied.But my
velling had no effect at all,

"Let him have it Ken."said Aunty Peart”'11 get you ancther gne.She bought me
another irue to her promise.We made our way back to the Home in Rockdale We
had had & greal day.But we were sad to return 1o the home again,




Holidays in Coota.

“Only 316 davs until we go home on holidays.!"We alwavs calculated the number of
days 1o go to the next holidays. We did this when we first came back from holidays.it
was something o hang on t\when we were discouraged by the prospect of the year
ahead of us in Goulburn.We recorded the number of days to go and reminded each
nther of the passing time.

"316.315,314,312 311,310, ete,etc."Our excitement hecame more anc more so
we carmne closer 1o the next holiday and Treedom.

as
Al 1ast the megic day arrived and we prepared to leave Goulburn and travet by train
1o Coptamundra. There were many things to do before we could go Tickets,Ration

Rooks clothes and a hundrad and one things which must be completed At last we were

all resdy and we gathered up our belongings \We were escorted down 10 1he Railway
Station We boarded the train al last and we were on our way.

"Haoray! "We were on our way 1o Coota and holidays.

when we arrived in Cootamundra Dad met us and took us home 10 mest Grandmaother
and Grandfather. We were glad 1o be home once more but the truth was that we wers
eager 1o begin our adveniures. The next dey Granny reminded us 1o watch the time
and be home early. in time for the meal.

The next day wa went 1o the Stock Dam in Fisher Park. to see what we could doto
begin our adventure We were ready 10 catch Yabbies and we unwound the fishing
1ine and tied the small pieces of savaloy on one end and a smail stick on the other
end. We made at least 12 lines and tossed them into the watar and the sticks werg
pushed into the bank of the dam.

Thea vabbies were biting and we had strainer scoops which Granny had given us. This
was a very slow procedure ‘We would pull the line slowly in to the shore and as the
vabbies came closer and closar we could see them clearly.Then we would carefully
place the strainer behind the vabby and catch it.We wanted to speed up the operation
50 instead of the strainer we practised catching them by hand.The vabby would ba
brought into the bank and we put our hand behind it and threw it over our shoulder
onto the bank where we picked up and put i1 into cur bucket We got very good at this
and finally we caught them in the water with our hand. It was good fun,

We needed money to set up our adventures so we planned 1o sell yabbies,leeches and
rmonkey nuis. These last items were the seeds of the pine tree from pine cone The
Jocal pub bought the vabbies and the pine nuts and the local chemist bought the
leaches.the leeches earned us sixpence a dozen, We worked out that it was a lot of
nard work for very little return,




The dog was used as a means of catching leeches. 1t was a smart dog and when we went
ta catch him to put him 1n the water he would make himself scarce.When we caugnt
him ,into the water he would go and we stopped him from getting aut.When he had a
1ot of leeches on him we would collect the leeches and reward him with a feed of
saveloys.

At other times we would get sheets of corrugated iron and build cances These canoes
were full of holes and we put tar off the reoad into the holes {o stop the teaks. It wasn't
wholly successful and the canoes were always prone to sink. The only thing we could
do was 10 tie & piece of light rope onto a loose board and it would Tloat and help us Tind
and refloat the canoe. We practised changing from paddiing with our hands 1o change
a swimming stroke with our arms when the canoe graduaily sank.

Our greatest adventurs was after & house Tire provided us with a raft of Tloor
boards.We gathersd some friends we glayed with and we carried the raft aver and
figated it in the stock dam.The raft floated about 5 centimeteres under the surfacs of
the water |t rusl have been an amazing sight to see us boys apparently running on
water and diving into the water !

The hoards were not fastened secursly and Keith broke through a board and he was
caucht by the leg between the boards. We pushed the raft to shore and | ran home to get
a saw and we cut ihrough the looss board Keith was glad his ordeal was over.

Dad had taught us to swim tn the dam.He used a brutal method to teach us.He had
bought a small flat boltomed river boat and he asked us if we would 1ike 1o have a sail
in the boat. We were excited by the prospect of a satl in it so we gladly accepled the
offar When he was a fair distance from the shore he pushed us overboard with the gar
and we were left struggling in the water. My experience was that 1 floundered about
for a while and when | saw that Dad was rowing to the shore | tried dog paddling and
then I gradually swam ashore.

Saturday and Sunday were Grandmother's Days and we were washed cleaned and
potished to meet her frisnds.On Saturday we made our slow way 1o the Matinee and the
Californie Cafe where,if we were weil behaved we wouid get an icecream soda or &
Spider drink.

On Sunday we would be taken to the Msthodist Sunday School and delivered o the
minister While she chatted to the minister we would sneak out the back door and via
the shop where we spent the sixpence granny had given us for the coliection and then
horne Where Grandfather would have alaugh at granny’s expense.

Granny shiowed a tear as she saw us home and | was ashamed of myselt and vowed that
Pwould not hurt her again.

We did nol count the davs of the holiday but they were soon over and we went back 1o
Goulburn,io count the days {0 the next holiday.




Grandfather and His Rules.

when we arrived home for the holidays Grandfather would spell out the rulss of his
nouse.His first rules were his concern for reqular punctual meals.You had to beon
time and decently dressed Children should be seen and not heard  at the table.He had
a small strap beside his plate and if vou made & grab for food he would mete out &
sunishment for bad manners.Granny would encourage us by her kindnesses.|f we
couldn‘t talk we could not get things passed 1o us so she would anticipate our nesds
and move them owards us,

When visitors arrived we had to run to the back gate as scon as we heard the Tront
gate open. Grandfather would check 1o see 1f we were where we were supposed 1o

he He believed that Hittle pigs had big ears. We were not welcoms 1o hear and join in
adult conversations We were not interested in the gossip we desired to eat some of
ihe delicious cakes and biscuits that granny cooked for the visitors She would bring
the food down 1o us.

The reputation of the Freer family was jealously guarded by grendfather . The
newghbours should never have any complaints or gossip about us. e had to respect
and abey the noliceman,the teacher ihe shopkeeperand the minisier of the

chureh. Under no circumstances whatever would grandfather want 1o have a
policeman stand at our front door.

One example of this attitude took place near the end of the war Coles siore were
selling army surplus equipment We bought gas bag haversacks tor one shilting (
Atout ten cents)We were waiking home for Tunch and we were skylarking with our
gas masks. The palice sergeant stopped us and questionad us about the bags we had
He took us bok to Coles and the manager told him that the Freer boys had paid for
their hags.

The sergeant said he would take us home in the police car because he knew that Jack
Freer was lough on his grand children. We 1magined what would happen and begged
the policeman 1o let us walk home ;we would only be in small trouble for being late
for lunch.Grandfather was not impressed and did not try to understand what the
sergeant explained.He was noticing the curtains in the neighbouring house move as
they witnessed the visit of the law,

The paliceman left and we were hustled into the bathroom where we received Lthe
strap. The razor strap sounded worse than it actually was because the two paris of
the leather smacked on sach other and made a terrible noise ,but it didn't hurt
much &t all.Granny was in tears and gave us a cuddle.




Jack Fresr was & farmer and he used the house block to the best of his ability He
grew and harvested Rhubarbt and figs.Gran made ginger peer.The rules forbade us (o
nlav on the verandah near the gingsr beer anc the rhubard garden was forbidden
territory

At the Tool ofthe entire exterior Tence was planted rhubarb of avery known

variety Granny could cook the rhubarh in a dozen different wayswe had jam sweels
rhubarb cold and rhubarh hot.Brandfatner loved it and had it for every meal Noone
dared 1o refused a second and third helping.

Granny's ginger beer was a powerful brew Thare was & constant explosion as the
pottles biew up in the taundry.We really did enjoy the ginger besr Grandmaother
atso made a great contribution 1o Christmas by cooking a pudding in the copper.This
was a special pudding ;the copper was scrubbad clean and the pudding cortaining
threepences and sixpences were wrapped in the pudding cloth and the pudding was
nlaced in the copper 1o cook.

The two huge fig trees wers planted by grandfather when they first moved into the
nalse.A swinging seat was hanging on ihe branches anc gran loved to sit in the shade
At sevy,

After granny digd grandfather went 1o Waoga Wagga (o live with Ted, cur uncle.Dad
rought the house and immediately had the Tig irees cul down and removed.

One day grandfather came to visit the house and he wanted 10 ses the trees and the
swinging seat.He was shocked to ses the trees were gone and he turned on his heels
and went hark and sat in the car.He refused o go into the house.

We became adepl at using the rules to our advantage and almost grew to like the old
man who made them and administered them




Grandfather Solves the Problems of the World.

Grandfather had a smoking corner in the kitchen.in this corner he had a
comfortable chair and his rack of pipes and a bucket filled with sand. This had been
his corner for many vears and he loved to sit and smoke and talk.Dad was his usual
audience and they discussed the reports of world happenings from the Cootemundra
Harald and the Tribune which was the paper of the Australian Communist party.
Ted was a member of the group except for his time in the army He was stationed in
Mew Guinea whers he was in & search Hehi company.

Grandfather was a keen admirer of Joseph Stalin the leader of the USSR He followed
Stalin's actions closely and almaost every day he sang his praises. it was ironic that
granny had lined the walls of the small kitchen with large pictures of the Royal
Family even right next to his smeking corner.! cannot but accept the fact that she
was poking fun at these armehalr experis.

A1l women and children were barred from joining in the discussions .| had an
ambition to join 1 the discussions of the group and | hoped that the time would
come quickly for me to be old enough to join indn 1956 | was studying at Wagga
Waaga Teachers’ College and | believed that the time had come for me to be abls to
join the group and | went to Cootamundra with that end in view.t was 22 anc
presented myself to be part of the group but to my surprise grandfathter refused 1o
et me join in the discussions.

Grandfather was heard to mutter "What's the world coming to,with young whipper
Snappers and 'Know alls'wanting to join in the talk of the elders?”

When the Allies were in Germany and deciding what their strategy was going to be
Fisenhower asked Stalin what the Russians were planning for Berlin?Sislin took
the opportunity to move into Berlin The jounalists flocked to the capital of
Germany and evarywhers thay went the Russians got them 1o toast the successful
end of the war with copious drinks of vodka When they woke up Trom thelr drunken
gieen the Russians were in Serlin

Srandfather was delighted that his hero Uncle Jo had outwitied the allies and had
stolen a march cn them for the entry into Berlin.Grandfather had not really judged
for himself that The allies were cautious about taking on the feeding of the people of
the city;The Allied soldiers wanted to go home.and there seemed to be no strategic
importance for the ruined city of Berlin,

He was a great latler writer and wrote articles for the Coctamundra Heratld as
feature writer He covered the rait smash in 1934 and criticised the authorities for
havig the dangerous policy of locking all the train doors.He wrote letters lo
prominent Cootamundra residents sbout the dangerous driving of a sulky by one
profinant citizen's daugher who had caused considerable damage to grandfathers
dray, inacollision,




Goulburn.

We were in Goulburn for 11 years as follows:
1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950.
1 Z 3 4 S 6 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Sth

John left school first then Ketth.Joy was married to Bi11 Hudson.Jehn went back 1o live with dad

as did Keith. They both went to Hve with mother and heard her side of our sorry story.! stayed on
at school in Goulburn ipassed the OC the IC, and the LC.1.decided o ive in Goutburn and went 1o
tive with Joy and Bill.Later | boarded out in the city.

My job prospects were good as | was offered a position a3 fraings accountant’ a clerical position
in a furniture store and a cashier in the City Council. 1 Tinally accepted the City Counctl
position.| was determined to study fo get a better quatification for future work.l was enrolled in
the Technical College 1o study accountancy. | passed the Intermediate Accountancy course in

Law Auditing and Accountanoy.

! met a girt named Neglene who had been in my class at the hvigh school. We decided to keep
company together To securs our future we decided to compiete my studies DU { grew disalisfied
with accountancy . The principal of the Goulburn High School rang me one day 10 convince me 10
take up the Teaching scholarship which | had qualified for in my LG,

| was excitar about the offer and tried to convince Neglens that the offer was oo good to miss.She
s niot impressed and after several arquments we decidsd 1o separate and go our own ways. !
went on o Waogs Wagga Teachers' College.

{ was called up to join the army and was sent the infantry Training camp in inglsburn My unit
was the 13th Mational Service Training Battaiion.| was in the army for 3 months basic training
then 3 years of CMF membership in the Werriwa regiment .| also attended 3 camps at
Singleton. We campad oul at Middle Arm creek as one of the last training commitments. Qur units
orovided personel to line Canberra's streets in crowd contrel for the Quesn's visit,

1944
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Home Happenings.

There waere 80 boys in the home and a routine of activities had to be established and
maintained Every boy was put into a group to do various jobs throughout the

vear.. The work roster was changed each school] term.Pleasant jobs and unpleasant
ones were shared evenly among the bays.A boy might be on dormitories one term and.
on seuilery dutiss clsaning pols and pans next .

An example of the sharing of duties was as follows:There wers two dormitories to
keep clean and tidy. There were six boys in the group. The rooms had 1o be swept and
cleaned .On Saturday the beds were pushed {o to one side and the floor polished The
pelish was applied by hand but the shine was achieved by using a heavy block of wood
covered wilh a ¢loth with a handie attached A bov would sit.on the biock of weod and -
two boys would pull him around at surpising speed.This activity caused quits a bit of
hilarity and a good shine was assurad,

When the job was completed and passed inspection the boys would go down to the
woodheap and cut and deliver a barrow 1oad of wood 1o the woad store When this
chore was completed the boys were free 10 go {0 the playground.

& scary iob was the upstairs totlets and stairway up 1o the lower platform.Thers
was g heliel held that the stairs were haunied When it was vour turn to sorub the
statrs you were very glad when the job was completed The wind howled through the
windows of the stairway and imagination would do the rest.

Qur group made 1t a cood practice of working hard and to get into the plavground
first so that we could make use of the equipment \We had gardens (Vegelahles Jand
we had spades ,rakes and mattocks. We were keen to practise for the sports carmval
which was held at school each vear. We dug up a space and filled 1t with sand and
remaved &1l the rocks and sticks and made it a smooth and comfortable training
spot.We were lunior high school students and we were being constantly harassed by
the boys who were in fourth yvear at school. They would threaten us and drive us away
just for the fun of making ug ook silly.




We ecided to gat even with them. They were 100 Dig for us to fight so we used
trickery to seitle aur anger e dug a large pit in the tramning track. We used the
track Tor long jump and hop-step and jump.The pit was 100 tong for us 1oreach on
aur best effort Gut well within the range of the fourth year boys,

The pit was then filled with water and dirt to make a muddy mess.Sticks were
placed carefully over the pit and these sticks were covered with cardboardand this
was carefully epread with dirt from the track.

We nade a great show of activity as we tried our skiliin jumping and just missing
out on the pit filled with muddy water.The bigger Doys came up to us and with
menace told us to "Get Tost."We retreated and they tock over our fumping pitAta
convenient distance we watched eagerly for the trap to caten its first victim,

Bt vou can imagine our dismay when ong of the carers strolled over to the pitto
watch the training jump of the fourth year boys. The first boy 1o try the long jump
dissppeared with a great muddy splash into the pit.He was jost 1o sight and we
fearsd that he might have been drowned. ! '

The carer rounded us up and told us that seeing we were chviously keen on digging
and watering we should expend our energies in digging the garden. We we upsei that
our free time was gone but we were very happy that cur frap had worked.




Primary School Days.

The hovs were taken to the primary school each day by a carer There were about
S0 boye in the group.We would collect our unches and when everyonge was readywe
would walk down to the school in two lines.At the end of school day the carer would
line us up we would walk up the hill 1o the home,

When we arrived home we would change out of school clothes and then we would
notish our shoes for the next day. When this was done we were free o go to the
playground.

it was wartime and the young men teachers were sarving in the miltitary

forces. Their places in the classroom were filled by retired teachers .Our teacher
was well over 70 and we Tound that he could be easily distracted from his tesson

alans, He had two very interesting habits ;He rewarded good work and behaviour

with the privitege of puting resin on his violin bow

if vou had misbehaved and was about 10 get the feather duster you could remind the
teacher that the resin needed to b put on the bow.He would entirely Torget the
surmshment and give the supil an early mark for being an observant pupii,

The other idiosyncracy was to breaths on the window an frosty mornings and draw
a nurnher of egg shapes with his fingar. This would develop irdo a picture he catled
"A Basket of £ggs."if the lesson was boring and you hadn't done the homework set
for the lesson vou simply asked him to show you how 1o draw a basket of eggsiHe
would immediately forget about the maths or reading assignment and show the
class how Lo draw the eggs.

Quite ofien we would be thoroughly bored with the Tesson so we would resorito
other more interesting activities.One dav | folded & piece of paper intoarocket. |
threw it al my friend He threw it back to me and | changed the shape slightly o get
a straighter flight.My inventive genius was thoroughly aroused .1t was certain that
i must lower the front of the rocket.So | was trialling tying a match stick with
cotton thread in the nose of the rocket. it took quile a bit of adjustment so} did nol
notice the Head Master come into the room to supervise the teacher and the ciass.

I followed the THight of the rocket and observed the effect of the wind on the rocket,

There | saw the Headmaster and to my horror he asked me o come out to the front
of the class.




“We have an tnventive genius in the class. "he said sarcastically. "Collect your plane
and come intc my ¢lass room.Now give my class a demonstration of your rocket’.!
was embarassed and with shaking legs | threw the rocket.He then gave ine the stick
tg nalp me be diligent in my class room studies.

During the last stages of the war we often had fighter planes fly over the

school. This was particularly upsetting for the teacher who was on assembly

duty. The pilots flew low and slow and would sse a sea of upturned faces There were
mary fights among the boys when they claimed the pilot had waved at therm in
particular All | can remember was the deafentng noise and | think that the piiot
was actually trying to annoy the teacherst




High School Days.

It was two miles from the Home to the Goulburn High School.We walked this
distance 1o school and back every day.Senior boys were chosen 10 fead a group of
sbout 10 boys.Over 30 boys went to high schoot. 1t was a position of trust and most
of the bave chosen lived up to the trust put in them.

i was a book worm and | usually read a book as [ walked along.! depended on two
friends to save me fram running into things.However they could not resist the
temptation to guide me into a pole.When | hit the pole | saw stars and | broke my
glasses and had a black eve and a bruised cheek.The friends were deeply sorry for
the action they had taken they did not intend me to get hurt.

There were some ecoentric teachers at the school and they were a reguier source of
amusement. The woodwork teacher was a wee Scot. 1T vou did not Tollow his safety
~ules he would grab vour hand and move it towsrds a sharp blade and He was too
strong 1o resist

He was a strong disciplinarian and he was held in great respect Whenaver troubis
broke nut he would beliow "Take a walk inlo my office lad."He would close the
doorand evervone could hear the swish of the cane and the cry of the boy .. The door
would open and the boy would come out with Ris hand under hisarm .

it was not realised what had actually happened because the boy was sworn o
silence My turn came to take & walk into his office and as the door closed he told
me 1o put out my hand . Tha cane swished through the air and hit the desk
completsly missing my hand! He then told me to cry out and when | came back info
the classroom | had to pretend that | had been hit.He swore me 1o silence He was &
gond actor and kept us guessing what he would do next.

Jur science teacher Mr Fisher who was affectionately called 'Boom’ Fisher was
preparing a magnesium flash for the school play night.We were {oid to get on with
private study.Boom was a showman at heart and when he had made a large armount
of the chemical He tested a small amount of the mixture to see i it went off
oroperily.

Al eyes were upon him as he proceeded to prepare for the test.He set the small piie
alight bul to his concern a spark flew into his large pile and it exploded with a toud
bang and the whole desk was alight. He singed his moustache and his eye brows and
was named "BOOM" there after,




The P teacher leciured us constently about being properly dressed, for PE.One
dav we dressed in army school cadet uniforms .We wore heavy army boots and
svercoats We lined up for PE and then we realised our mistake! The teacher
congratulated us on our uniforms and then set the task to be done.We were tgid to
double around the aval for 40 minutgs. The laugh was on us.

We made another mistake when we challenged the senior girls’ hockey team 102
matoh. We were over confident \We were the rugby team and we thought we could
heat the girls. The game did not last long because the girls plaved the man and not
the ball. Thay were merciless.The game was not too far through when 1t was
shserved that there were more bovs off the field than on the field. YWe admitted
that the girls had the better of Us,




Sports.

Fieps Athalde was a hero 1o the bovs 1n the home He was a body butider who
champaoned the cause of the weaklings. The advertisements he published
zhi ,wa & BEFORE and an AFTER sequance. The before was a saquence wWhen &
bully showsd off in front of the girls and the weakling was embarrased
hersyse he was ton weak 1o do anvihing about iLAfler a courss of Dan
stbaldn's axareises 1n body building the wesldling was a weak ling no
Janger.and when the bully appeared he had 1o face 2 well developsd man.

we were healthy vouths . This was the resuit of the rigorous hife we ted We
walked to schonl and back Monday to Frday. This was < miles each dar. On
Sondays we marnhed down to the city for worship and this totailed 24 miles
each weak,

We went to bed early and got up sarly You could say that we were heatty
andt wise Tut not wealthy i The food was plain but there was plenty of i On
wet days we plaved rough gameas in the commaon room These games were
rigorous!

aur pleegraund was about i crein extent and it was seated with bitumen
cover. it had a Tarly steep slope. The rules of the ;:iﬁv ground wers vary
steicd Rough pley was nod pere mnt:::d Byl wa wer i}reie.JrM o tskegrisk 1o
LEE LD uur snargy. Purmshment for bad bem?muur‘ was o sland on hine &t the
gaia 1o the plavground Trom (0 minuies o and hour

‘e of the activities was 1o bow] truck tyres down the siope of the play

ar o und. i became a xeal« z::ﬁ:‘m vty until one of the hoys bowied a tyre di s;%
friend and called out 1o him to stop 15.The aim was to deflect the speeding iy
o tgeab it and deflect i over the shoulder Al first there were many
iriccaloutations and & number of boys wera injured




The final development was 1o st inside the tyre and be oropetied down the

=inpe There were quite a few crashes unti! the boy who was the stopper was able to
slow the tyere down and stop 11.0ne Doy crashed through the tence he didn't gel
wrt.

’“'Y l"J

& featyrs of the plavground was a hirdy girdy with & chains secured to a whesl al
ihe ton of the pole.Stx bovs would run around as fast as possible and when the speed
was high enocudh they would U ther legs an d sait around the nole. The activily
<o hecama comnmon olace and it was decided that S of the boys would run araund
e giant strde and cross the chamn of tha first bov When they had the epeed up
ey would stop and pull their chamn hara . The resutt was a tremendous fly around
e the first oy who had to hang onio the chain Tor all he was worih This activity
was banned 1 vou hurt a toe and couldn't get a shoe on vou Lau 1d not mareh 1o
church on Sunday Matron was amazed at the number of damaged toes there were
fram accidents in the plavground. in fact the boys tried hard to damage iheir toes
on the Glant 2iride.

W nlaved many throwing and catohing games U Orie of the games was 10 knook slonses
m Af & cirele next 10 a walla tennis pall was used for tha gdme Brandings was
sther game we sagerly plaved. it wasa variation of ‘Countrias' The Dovs were
wen numbers and when the bov threw the ball up in the air he would call out 2
pumper When the bov caugnt the ball he would call out Stop'and then he would tr
o brand the nearest bov Who becams 1N The idsa was 10 pick on the uniuckisst t:@\_f
and Brand hirm 2 times 5o that he was OUTH

e had some quist games and one of them was nopscatch.We became outte adept &t
the game.! have tolg previously the fate of our athi letins disgsiar.

The carers must have had their hearts in ther mouths as they saw our aciivilies
develope Trom innocent pastimes to extremely dangerous stunts.




Church.

we had a Tull round of religlous services in the Home .On Sunday we had a
morring seryice al @ am and an afternoon Sunday School for Z hours
starting at Zpm.and an evening service at 6pm.On Werdnesday evening at &pm
we had another service,

after breakfast sach morning we would have 15 minutes of pravers and
fible reading and comments by one of the jeaders.On most Suhday marnmngs
we would march down to the Citadel in the city,

We were well versed n the scriptures and the subssquent bibTical

i now ledge, 'We put this knowledge o work on our seripiure leachers. the
soripture teacher was a member of the Cltade] congregation and when she
irireducad the stary she had orepared for us we called out almost inounison
We know that story!The teacher who wes resourceful offerad us another
story hut we sald we knew that one too Eventually the teacher gave up and we
had private study under the supervision of ong of the class teachers who was
ant kindby dieposed towards us.\We finallv wished we could return 10 ihe
soripivre olass but 1t was o late.

wemen the service was about 10 start the staff of the home or the citade] stalt
would process o their places on the platform . The DovS wiouid bet onwho the
nreacher would be. The conversation would be sung 1o the hvmn tune that was
petng sunn 1t was guite an art 10 make up the words 1o 1t the tung. The hoy
who usually won the bet sxplainad to us that the one who had the miost books
and papers would be the preacher,

Gad came to a service at the citadel on one of his rare visits He came 1n and
took his place nervaushy in a pew at the back of the room There was & man
Lnealing on his hymn book and his mouth was about S inches Trom Dad's sar

Trere was a cusiom of shauting out your response 10 whal has besn
witnessed to or praved for or read from the bibielThe response was usualty
‘Tratse the Lord' or ‘Glory be' or ‘Hallelujah.'The man shouted loudly and dad
rumped in Tright He was now mare neryous than when he first came intothe

e




The Doe's ware a sourca of unrest in the citadel service They were obviously bored
and reacted accordingly. There was however @ radical change comingt he rﬁanac;e: of
the Home decided to Torm a brass band Shockt HoreoriThe band would join the
citadel band 10 provide the music for the service. The move was a great success and
werd on from strenath 1o strengih.

Cn Sundey afternoon we had a Sunday School gathering and one series of opics was
Great Merces of the FaithSuch people as Adam Abraham Moses Jacoh and

David were used as ‘m;}f& for s The accournt of the hero's 1ife was given then an
apneal was pul bhefore us to model our Hives on the Hero OF the faith,

One group of Boys thought about the proposition and raised questions in the

discussion time. s question was asked about the morals of David Should we follow
such an wnmaorai man?He had ordered the death of Bathshebas' husband and had
tzken her a5 his wifelThess facts had not been brought out in the recountng of
Diaidd's 1ife

Each Sunday after thal we questioned the Hives of Adam Abraham Moses Jacob and
David The lsader was angry wilh us and deall with us as troubie makers We
cortinued 1o ask serious questions and at 1ast he Wid us 10 feave the gathering and
report tooine office where we were punished for being ruds and disobedisnt.

1 was not a disasier however for | asked mvself the guastion What did David do to
iﬁ ?*m friend of God?0od chose David Lo be the friend of God not pecause of his

3500 of his good ook God chose David and | wondered 11 God would choose me
riend? i this was 2o then | must be & Christian. it was not my goodness but
love that Lnd!_i‘.“f'{?dﬂ




Music

ey Good sffort You re in."There was a really competitive atmosphere
ir the Home, The Boss™ as we called the manager of the Homs had decided
te form a bovs Brass hand in the home We were very excited about the
newe The advantage of being selectad depended on our own efforts. Ws
‘were qiven S Basic Music Charte to learn oy heart.

There wae an oral iest to be passed in front of every ong This was 2
nerve wracking experience A boy wouid be told'You can choose an
instrument and vou must learn to play a tune. Al sorts of strange
sounds came from the 20 or 5o instrumants as the tune wes

sractised. When my turn came | was nervous but | was able 0 play my

11

fune and was lold "You're in”

tn time the band was Tormed with the keenest boys and there foltowed 9
time of intense practise of the tunes of the hymns. it vou didn't perform
up 1o standard vou could Tose your place in the band because there were
ather biys sager to be in the band 1t was pleasing 1o find thet no one st
their place We practised the next Sunday’s hymns until we knew the
junes weil,

e,

here was 3 feeling of resignation that the Citadel's music would be
disrupted onoe the bovs foined with the citadel's band The peopie
nenlvad were fearful that the bovs would not be able to resist the
temptation 1o ‘muck up’ and spoil the worshic of the church, They were
easantly surprissd 10 see the bovs bshave so weli,

We did nat ook forward to our first band led march down to the
sitadel Going down was easy but coming home 1t was hard work 1o marc
home up tha hitl

We ware invited (o visit othar tqwns to plav.Dalgeity Show Committee
ivited us to play at thelr show . We were very well treated and had ali
the food and drink we wanted. This was great end we snjoved ourselves
Someons challengad us to have a swim in the Snowy River .The water
was desp but crystal clear We jumped in alt together and as 00N as wa
hit the water we Jumped out again,. The water was 1oy cold.

4 small part of the band was invited to go to Molong for the Eester
Services. We took a small combination of instruments to play Tor the
services We visited the Abercrombie Caves on our way Dack to
Soulburn. We heard manv storiss about the local bushrangers.

we took a combined band and springhoard team to take part in the
Sydney Congress of the Salvation Army The first Congress Hall Band
took us under their wings and helped us according to our instrument,

The band was a great influence on our ives.
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Goulburn City Council.

| was appointed as a 1unior clerk in the Cashier's office.] ran all ihe f‘abmer's
messages. During the preparation of the Rates papers we were very busy.! had to
;Gm all the other office juniors to deliver the Council Minutes and papers to the

City Councillors. There was a very strict protose] to be ohserved by the debivery
team. The councitiors expectad due deference from the juniors and all supposed
Insults were duly handed te the Town Clerk,

he tuniors were Jocated in the Cashier's office the general office;the Enginear's
office .The health Inspector's office :the cost olerk’s office and the ’i«;pmg pool.

f*m were always blamed for any mistakes that were made in the council offices. Onee
the rates papers wers finalised and delivered to the councillors we were left 1o pur
s devines Often we would be given jobs to do to keep us husy snd out of

nef.ine sueh job was to clear all the old books and othar gear out of the fourth

floor c“#t! i,

Ddf g nstruments of the City Band wers stared in the attic and vou glessad it
snthy we risd the instruments out. Complaints were fnaﬂ'e & (j WEE WEIE

u mwj Wewers told to carry 2 books at a time down the 2 ights of sleps and
el up ready for a new storage plece.

it was a boring job that seemad to go on forever so we ysed our neginglions and
m und an old blanket and loaded 20 baoks into its folds, and strugoied down the
state s Disaster struck and we tumbled down the stairs on o the mat of the hallway to
”‘18 councit offices We landed in a cloud of dust 14 was our misfertune that the Town
Clerk was farewelling some di istinguished people and he was very upset.

“send them all down to the Council Oversear and see if he can teach them to
arivei“vetled the TC.50 we were given driving instruction on smsl) utes

(A0 s W hen we received our driving loences we we sent by vehicle to deliver
the council papers.

[ bought a 1942 Harley Davidson motor bike with a sidecar | dacided 1o iske the side
car off and ride the hike without 111 had a trial ride at the back of the town hall and
managed to ride the bike in the middle of & hedge.

One of pur irials was our weekly interrogation by the Deputy 7C who went over our

week's work with a fine toothed comb and berated us on our mis stakes.| was sent to
work in the cost clerk's office.Fach week | would prepare a bhroadsheet of council
store costd and it had to be completed at 10 am on Friday.t wanted to see what the
aco!l rr’ram did with the sheet but he refused 1o let me ses it,

Llost interest in council’s financial m managerment and decided o leave the council.






