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Senate Inquiry as to the freatmeny
3 State Wards
Canberrg

Dear Secretary
I Barry Pinned] showld have frst wristen abont the Child Welfure W
Depuriment why, were responsible for sl state wards whe were taken Srom M
their parents and put inty insditutions run by Christian organisations. Way
did they separare us from vur brothers & sisters. This was o very cruel
praciive. { suffered this fate and it was only recently that § found out that §
in fuct had two brothers. Because we had ne confact during cur formative
years swrmm bonding was not established, § recail as ¢ feenager the head
af the WA Child Welfare telling me 1 had no relavives.
Dur guardian, The Child Welfare Department made no cfort io inguire
?g’iéﬁ‘ we were deing cared for ¢ chﬂs*még 1o the fuw. They took the word of
uy abusess. The worst for me and wany sthers was the Superior of
"u..,iifﬂfﬁ}’:f Bovs"Vown a Br, Dovie nick named (KILL LR} an apt name for
such o cruel bratal person.He was o big fut la o standover bigger, q
cowdrd, wio 5’; eny most of his life asseulting smadf :Eﬁfz:e’ Msfz, Recen
revelarions suypgest o pervert io bowt, Dadly we were belted with a custom
made thick M’?{i‘ﬁ for ihe slighiest mistufe in the classrooms and any
where efve in the instifution run by supposed Christien droviers of the
{8 % piic Church, We were ofien cold, fngry, and in the surmmer suffered
terribie sores from sundurn, In this condifon we were Joreed io do hewvy
smansad work,

Dgyie lied i the quikorities o conce el the frue conditions ar O ﬁmra‘
and was repdilly belfleved by them as they bad ¢ COLy J‘ffﬂam?*f;’iﬁ%*‘? with the

£ fzww; Laurch who they beffeved az that fime could do ao Wrong,
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Duyie told blutant Hes sbout my wiliness to learn at school, In a welfire
Jile T have obtained ke states that | was stubborn and had ne intersst in
learning, He by his crude and brutal methods with the strap made it hard
Jor us fo learn geometry the subject e tought a5 we were in g perpetial
state of fzan

Some of the other brothers took the iroubie to expluin more clearly io us
the varivus subjects they wished us to learn which helped us greatly, Dovie
743t fried 1o belt school knowledge into you, He often got me up fo fHe
bluckboard and ordered me o write vut the gaswer 1o 4 geomelry probiem
in fromt of the whole cluss.

{ developed @ keen memory which | used Furing these fearfui sessions.
The answers were giving in ihe book so 1 was able fo weite on the bluck
board from start je finish the emiive task including the answer . Bui! Then
Jee woudd yeil; “are pou irying 1o be smart My Pinnell"how.did you work
ont the right answer? ofconrse: was of a loss 3 was af this poind that the
vedling would start and the painful strapping, six of ihe best on the hands
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finishing aff with clouts 1o the hend from thar Big fui angry red faced

Christian Bugger. Several simey T toid im I conid not undersipnd
geomelry ke jusi wouldn’y explain he told me 10 go back grd learn these
sing, d reckon ie never knew himself if the trath be knows, Lfien on
leaving ihe classroom he wouid sav to me “make sure vou learn those
sums Pinnell, D wonld whisper under my brearh good riddunce uniif nexy
week Killer, § thanked the Lord that we only dad Jim for ¢ four @ week

Although we suffered Davie for oniy a short perind for the subjeci of
geamerry fis siple fud such o demorgiizing o et o our ability to learn,
Lften he wonld go from boy to boy helting nearly every kid in the clasy

Causing the wlole reom fp be consumed by painful wails,

Qae can only feel sorry for them he tou it in the Janior class for o
mtininnat of seven fomrs thoughout it year.

Lime,meed wor be a psychologist to conclude that meny vilneradle chifdren
ie child migrants nussie sumre wards, were severely damaged by vhis sadive’s
reglme of brutadity, He should never have been given jurisdiction sver
chiidren, He shouid have been casy into jaii amengst sther bullies who
wowdd have giving him a bit of bis own. That would be g smail amonnt of

dustice for fis crin gaiist chifdren, He along with B, Murpiy would
be prime candidures for the proverbial milisione
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fuesday was belting day at Clontarf Boy'Town

This teok place every Tuesday at 11-30am to 12-30pm in the clontarf
Keaney memorial hall named in honour of gnother sadist child abuser
whom Davie modeied kimseif on. Dovle would walk up the center alise
and single out varicus lads for punishment. These poor buggers {;ﬁm
sbhout @ dogen would be in front of the whole ameméied orplanag
ridicaled befted and ordered to miss the movies which were %imww o ihe
weekend,

One Taesday § would be singiled out to receive Doyie’s treatment which
was 5o severe that 4 lost control of my bowels, { had retalinted against
anviner boy who threw ¢ cricket batl during a game of cricket hitiing me
in the head, A stick £ huried back af him badly damaged his eve. I was
summoned to the junior class room whick was in full session even though
it was @ Sunday. Ix front of this class Doyie grabbed me by the scruff of
the meck twisting my shire § ing choking fushion causing great ferror within
me and lifiing me clear off my feet and gave me thirty benders wish olf #he

frength he was capabie of non stop on my buckside with the strap. When
e was finished he dropped me like a sack of potnioes. He then yelled af me
o repovt fo him the fofiowing dreaded Tresday,

e froni of the whole orphanage he again held me cloft with one hand by
the coflar of my shirt (T was then a very skinny iid he,being 145t and six
Jeer tall) und proceeded o belt my Mcﬁfs&fe with the strap. Ail present
Joined in counting alogd sach stroke I received. The final ially bein o sixiy
ife most ! can recall any lad recef aw 1g o Clomtary, During ofl this
panishment my fees did not touch the floor. After this ordeal while waiting
i be iﬂamﬁcﬁ" ! stopd against the wall ﬁ?‘%%ﬂ’ desperarely fo hide the facr
that { had solled my pants. Finelly 1 sneoked o the toiler and cleaned @y
my mesyed panis,

Doyie %r&ﬁz‘mwf e with e polive saying they were coming to guestion
me about the damage § did so z‘ﬁw mf 5 eye ih zfs threat made me even move
Jearfui, Fs%aimg’zw never cume ang why would they? If they fad seen the
sigre of my buckside and the poin §was in 1 -f?“i:’iif'ﬂ.jgﬁty wingid ave grresied
Doviz, He was just %i’sq;fﬁm o038 %Mf aever wontesd the poiice ar the child
weifare i be nvoived, He and ithe orher Superivrs of these institutions
were ¢ low unts ihemselves.




One fad wax belted on ihe bare buttocks by Doyle with a fan beft. He
absconded and on being picked up by the Welfare he showed them the
black and Blwe stare of his hoitors,

They enquired of Doyle what cansed such damage Fis reply; “the Boy
inflicted such on himself %, The lad in question never returned to Clontars,
hawever the Welfare never siepped in o protect the other kids seifl ot risk
Jrom this sadist, His cruelty extended even to the luds who lost fegs in ihe
Clontarf bus accident of Dec 1955, OF which he was the driver,

Un one sceasion he was seen belting a poor soul in 4 wheel chair with a
stick near the main building,

This Ind was frying protect himself from the dlows being rained down on
fim with his urms while pleading for mercy, He coulds’t sscape this
vicigus cowardly assanit. The olher poor cripples from the same bus
acrident somevimes incurred the same cruelty. One of the same with ondy
one leg and on cruvches was bashed by @ Br, Mohen. There was no
distinciion when i came 1o wanton brutelity on children at Clontarf Bovs’
Town Ia Western Ausmraiia,

THE FOOD ot Clostarf was on the whole disgusting slops fit only for pigs
in facewe somedimes stole from them and if canght vou got beited. There
wers wegvils in the lumpy porridge with their beady bleck syes stcring
Back gt you and rat droppings in the weeties which were swept off the
Jucsory floor, Cars gyes well:ihar’s what we called the mess we were forged
to eqt for sweeis and lumps of fut foating in cold stew enough io make you
sick every day, Mashed sweed,always cold was another vile mess we bad 1o
el on pain of being belted. On one occasion some boys threw this st oud
it window onip the read way Br, Dovie (KILLER) srdered i to be scraped
up and frese dads had o 2at every lust marsel, Butter was so scavee fhat we
wonld skim off the cream from ihe small botties of milk giving to us by the
government and shaie this for hours in a smali vile just io get an extra
measire 1o add 10 the two slices of brend ssued ut the evening mecl, This
was en & Wriving farm with many pigs fouls gnd cows. Ver! bacon and
2gEs we never siw. There were never any child weifire inspections 1o see
these disgusiing things
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thelr gwa privare dining room. 7

i A ten ihey
Y thely supper I another privaie room jute af pight witich during these
sessinns they drank wine and beer. Tt wasn's long before they siaried

shouting and bickering wmongst themsetves using phases that were ot




aiways Christian. The » arning afier we would be subject to shair foui
moGs.

Bed- westers were treated with pain and humilistion. 1 was onel There
were abous ifirey of us,we steps on o upper long baicony over looking the
boller rooms, Tt was freezing showers for us every mersing, Sometimes lope
af night Dovie wonld tusn the fghts on and order EVEryHae I go to the
felletunyone whe had wer the bed was belted with the sirap,

1t was about this fime that he used electric shock freatment on o Jew
selected bed- wetters, they really had it rough. My bed was situared in the
corner,divectly sbove the brothers Supper room,rais would run along the
fop of the wall above my bed, This scared me g ot dut, even more
frightening, was whenever one feil antg my bed. The eaty way § could copg

was 1o cover myself completely with my dankets and kope and pray that §

wesldn 't suffocate du ring ihe pigh,

My humilintion ordered ay Killer Dovie was to wash every marning the
sieets of the other wet the bods in Sreezing water in the foos froughs in the
shower rpom, After ¥ had wr ng them by hand § had ro Carey them down
1o the cluthes fines behind the kivchen, 30 Fwas lage for breakfast ¥ zot the
sErap fnfiuct one pot the strap jor being late for anyihing, ne oxcuses were
necented,

©n another pecasion T was aumilinted by Br, Killer Dovie when he
ordered me o bis room lnte ar night, where he aeonsed mo of fiddling oy
ot Bay sex Jwith ether bovs. 7 iald him § dign 't even know what i meany,
Lhuring this interrogasion 2y pajamas fell dewn aroung my anides when
reached down te pull them up ke teid me ip leave them dows while be

Sigred of me,

Ancidentally in regurds 1o wry bed wetiing this sterted when ! was in
P

asdedare Boys Home which was only o few miles away from Clonsary,
rere was this el meun Bugger a Br. Murphy whe had o Rasty hobit of
Hing your wrm wp and giving you 4 swif? punch i the Kidaneys T am sure
i is wit svarted me o wer my bed,
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Tiels was ran by Nuns whom I recall were very kind. My oniy compiaing is
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witen we were puz on the bus 1o be taken to Castiedare F was not wliowed fo
take my fittle teddy who ¥ abways took o bed with ime for comfor,

Castledare an orpiy anage for juaior bovs.on the witole; wasn’t o0 bad, We
R 1ots of fun in the river of which it way sitiated, ¥ was in & ruval
serfing Thepe were o Jew crael Christian Brothers bat Br. Murphy was the
WOTSE I more weays than one. On the first day of my arrivin g he prdered us
9 Une up . You will adways call me Sir] He sgid, 4y iz reguest g kid down
the fine laughed sur jond, Murphy Hfted up this d*s arm and punched
i in the khiney then repeated the same to the other kidn gy causing the
Kid o doubie pyer in greal pain, This was g great shock to e on my firse
day af Castledare. 3t was comunon knowiedpe that he wes doing sexual
ihings to some of the fnle bovs. Spme of these boys became his willing:
wital we referred to as (PETS) they,so gain fuvor with Murphy would
rEpOrt tn him gy ihing wrong we did or any compiaing of iz behavigr
wwards us. Syueaiers we called thew, Mast of the Brothers had 4 number
of the same,

{ missed a lot of scha cling on gccount of the many bad boils 1 had on the
back of my neck, ¥ was bt in #he Kichen to improve my dier. The Cook

Rosie would scare me &y saving thai in Americs they cut off Fule Heys
aeads who had boils, One day { saw two policemen take BWEY fhe priss
For what reason T don’s kaow, They shouid have inken Br. Murpiy and
some of the other brothers Jor sure,

1 hold our guardign the Séate Child Welfure rESPORSitle for the abuses §
suffered while in those institaiions. { was denied g decent education and
Hirvughont my chilihoed ¥ AHong with many others trepied ke a crimingl,
Nof once was § intervieweg personaily by a welfare officer 1o inquire as
2w £ was been tromted, Becawse I was g sinte ward { was depled gt my
basic human FEgRIS ihat viher normaf ohiidres are griitled o,
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This wxciended o MY fegnage years. When § was our ot work §was ipcked
ap &y the Welfare, ¥ was pat into Tudpy Lodge where we were Jorced i
inke commanal showers white & aiidile aged matron lopked s, in ansther
aroeny bogrding ouse pur clothes were jaken FWaAY from us on weekendy

feaving us eniy with unerpanis. We wers swsed ag Rouse boys, Our WaEES

Were ken off ws, Wa were compeiled v work ar Ime paving dirty and
dangerous jobs, % way meds Dhain 0 us in she insginerionsy and in so culled
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after care that we were seeond clusy citizens in pur couniry of birth

& s ;. 1!“
Austrobia”,

I trusi the present day government Gepariiuenis charged with the security
and happiness of innocent childven will heed the terrible past history of
chitd eare praciicss in Austraiiz, thus ensuring that in the future no child
will sver suffer a5 we did.  { don’t wani %fm: people making excuses and
defending the gross negligence of their predecessors.

aie copmitice members who fake the time io read

i

{ wish to thank the Hen
shese sy childhood memories and expressed feclings.

£5: 5@”%&%;? wis denied @ normal education by a suppesed teaching
“The Christian Brothers” a friend has indly typed this documer

¥, 2 o

;f?iﬁ??@ v drafl notes, semple of which 1 include.
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