1 August 2003

The Secretary

Community Affairs Committee,
The Senate

Parliament House,
CANBERRA

ACT 2600

Dear Madam/Sir,

Re: Child Sexual/Physical/Emotional Abuse by Catholic Church.

I have been advised by Chris Mclsaac that your Committee is inquiring into these
matiers. | am unabie to at this short notice enclose a lengthy document, however |
am sending:

s A copyof ‘The Age’ article from 1994

s A copy of my police statement of 2002,

» A copyola leter to Simon Crean 2002.

There are a number of other staternents that 1 have given (o the Towards Healing
program and to the Independent Assessors appointed by the TW process — these
include a Canory/Civil lawver and two retired investigations officers from the
Victorian police.

Unfortunately the perpetrator in my case is deceased and so the Police cannot lay
criminal charges, however there has been continued denial and covering up of the
events that were known to the Order in 1966-1970, to this day.

I have met with treatment by the Order that shows no hint of any Christian
principles but rather stonewalling and continued denials, each of which is just like
further abuse. They appear to deal with more as a business than a religious Order.

I believe that as the Towards Healing Process instituted by George Pell is an in-
house process there is little hope of justice or fairplay. For example S 40.4.2 states:

- An accused person may be invited to admit to an offense but is not bound to
do so, nor may an oath be administered™.




Tt is high time that there was an independent inquiry to open up the whole issue,
because until it is all brought out into the light, the culture and attitudes that stili
deny and belittle those who were abused continues. The fact that those who are still
alive and knew of the abuse at that time can still pretend they know nothing and
have the support of theilr Orders in doing, so means that there has been no change
in attitudes. This suggests that any more recent victims would equally be
stonewalled and swept under the carpet.

The abuses that occurred continue to affect me/us the victims and have had
immense effects on my/our lives, but it also affects all our families and our
children. For example, my family simply did not want to know when 1 told them
and basically cut off family relations with me. This then has massive effects on my
family. And so the damage is continued and perpetuated.

PLEASE CALL FOR AN INDEPENDENT INQUIRY/ROYAL COMMISION
TOSTOP THE CYCLE OF ABUSE THAT STILL AFFECTS THE LIVES OF
THOUSANDS OF AUSTRALIANS TODAY.

Yours Sincerely

Vicki Murphy.
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4 June 2002

Dear Vicki

Yours sincerety
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Students accuse auns of sexual abuse

Byline: ROSEMARY WEST
Two former Catholic school students have alleged nuns sexually abused them in a Meibourne college and
a Souwth Australian convent,

Two former Catholic schoot students have alleged nuns sexually obused them in a Melbourne collegs and a

o

South Australian convent.

The former students made the allegations to a telephone help-tine run by Broken Rites, a mutual support
and advocacy group for victims of abuse,

A former student at Genazzano College in Kew told the help-line that she was sexuaily abused by a nun at
the :chm 1 1966,

Ms Chris Wilding, the convenor of Broken Rites, said it was the second report she had received of sexud
abuse in Catholic convents.

The second woman alleged she was sexually abused at the age of 14 by two older girls in the presence of a
nun in Le Pines Home of Compassion, more than 30 vears ago. The home was 2 Cathelic girls home rua by

the Good Shepherd Sisters in South Ausiralia,

Hibors i the two cages T have

Ms Wilding said there was evidence the o

Ms Wilding said the former student wld her she Bad been abused slinost svery day by s

oo afier school. The nun, who is now daad, would digitally rape her and then beat hes

hoard ruler.

Then the nun WOk i ring the girls’ parents and 2l them she had been kept in for bed behavior and she
would De pundshed again when she got home.

At the end of the vear, the gir told her f ther of the abuse and pleaded 1o he allowed 1o go to the high
school But ke did not helieve her, and said it would break her mother's heart if she left Genazzens

el

Two vears fater the girl's father told her another gir] had made a similar report and that he now believed her.
The nun had beer moved to snother school where she was made principal and had contracted stomach

Sr Maryrose Dennebyy, the provincial of the Faithful (_omnamms of Fesus, which runs Gem rzano and a
former principal and deputy principal of the school satd she was “shocked and surprised” 1o hear of
allegations against nuns. She had taught with the nun in question at the time and bad hesrd of no alieganons
of sexual abuse against her.

She appealed to the woman making the allegation to come forward and said she would Hsten to her and do
fer best to offer whatever help she could. She did not know whether she could tnvestigate the alisgation as
both the nun in question and the principal ar the time have died.

She said she had never heard any zliegations of sexual abuse b y nuns, though she had heard of five or six
aifeganions of sisters striking children over the 20 vears of her invelverment with the school. “Even then (in

the 19603} that was not considered acceptable,” she said.

Ms Wilding said the help Lz had received many other reports from women of cruelty and non-sexual
abuge in Catholic schools ia the 15505 and 1560s.
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e Catholic Church Sexual Abuse Cases,
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Around 1982-3 severe physical health problems led o my withdrawal from
these azctmm:sz. { moved to NSW and have since led a reclusive life in the %ﬁm;‘;h
At the root of these health problems was an {ssue | evennmily had to address. I was
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twoughout 1966 by a nun. 1 attach a copy of an article that appearad In “The Age”
ii.“,l‘}f}é.

The Catholic Church has a process in place that has received a lot of publicity lately, 1
have pf;?‘s{}mﬂw attempted to confront the institution that abused me and received

1

continued denials. As the nun who abused me is dead [ have no recourse via Police.
am unable to sfford Htigation proseedings and cannot find satisfactory avenues for
“‘wim,ﬂvmpi egentation at this stage. The mwmds Healing progess is an in bouse

arrangement is therefore open 1o bias and manipulation. 1's a bit Hke your union
represeniative and the adiudicator being emploved by the emplover. i1 wele o say to
you that T was raped by the man down the road, vou would not say - "UB‘S that's
awiul. But look [ know his lawver and he’s a nice bloke. Why don’t you huve 2 tatk to
him about 7, But ﬁ“di what's happering.
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clfeve the time has come for a truly “INDEPENDENT inguiry to be established
iyt ﬁm abuses ‘th at oceurred.

¥ hile there continues to be denial and silence those ?@h do this simply perpetuate the
abuse and do mzhmw creale an en a::mmm*m that d s further abuse, nor o
encourage victims to fesl safe to speak out,
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i undersiand that the Police have hundreds of cases contacting them dm;zh the current
pubticity. I do not feel conflders that the Chureh's process wi L foree the Chumeh to
acknowladge what has ocourred, 1ot take adequate steps to pr vmﬁ it, and educute
paople how to effcetivety deal with it so that con in ed abuse 15 conftonfed and

bf@ﬂpm Miw case 4 %mi fstrates the fact that bi d faith by parents can %ﬁemm part o
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i3 reguired 1o assist parents with zdaf*mr fing, ;:{j ressing, and deall
The governmes ?memﬁé mdirmgx ; hasing pasdophile rings, the 1AL
angd dealt with paedophiles in the Police Force, the Defence Forces
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is allowed o pontinue it°s own in house cover up aad continued dendalz,

{ request that vou call for the ssinblishment of a Federal Pelice ingairy andfor
HIAT type Inguivy, that will ensure folly éﬂ«:&%ﬁmﬁem assessmment and
decisions/judgements on guses, The Catholic € ’rmz“@} s weplihy and has in #'s ranks
many powerhul legal minds so t%wrc needs {o be a le saving éze;ri that enables
inery people who ,ss,zﬁm =d horrifie abuse to put T‘zm'r case equally, There woulc
couts, But it is unsatisfactory that the Church is allowed to privately adindisate so
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many maticrs of deplorg J &mw againg sudents and minors in their care, and keep
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Please acknowledge receipt of this letler and feel free to contact me. i’n =lieve 1t s
gssential that some independent inguiry confront ifm 18500 an d prevent farther abuses

f would be happy/keen to discuss the broader issues with vou,

Yours sincerely

tApologies.... my black cartridge is not printing legibly ]
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