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My name i1s Miriam Cope and I am 67 years of age.
At the age of 10 years I was gexually abused and have been

effected by it for the past 57 vears.

After receiving a letter from Fiona Dempster
0f the Family and Children's Policy Branch asking if I would
like to make a Submission to the Senate bommunity Affaiwﬁ

and Bath by, Scouting Chzef Comm1831oner of Q.L. D Jameo W.
Priegt and other comments on how Sexual abuse of children
must stop!

. I am requesting that tuition on the effect of
ysexual abuse on a child's life be given to all those in training
ﬁfor Jokbs invelving children. This must happen before they

1go out inteo this field.

These people must be able to make an informed
choice before they are tempted fo molest children! Screening
is also necessary after-ward to pick up those who den't care.

As 1 explained in my letter,at the age of 4
vears,children are becoming aware sexually,at 10 years (perhaps
sooner) they think and act as children,but they are slowly.
maturing. If they are molested they suddenly become fully
aware sexuallyv,but their bodies do not! They become adults
in children’'s bodies and can never go back to being a child
no matter how hard they trvy, (I know because I have experienced
ity.

Don't bother counselling them, thev know that some-
one caused it. I was not their fault,but thev have grown up
emotionally and can never change back to being a child again!

For some adult to do this to & child and walk
away thinking that the child will forget is criminal. But
then, the adult is ignorant to the facts of how thelr moment
or moments of pleasure apusing a child will cause a life of
hell for that child:!

Please,tuition on the effect of sexual abuse
on a child's life must occur before they go out into thece
fields with children. If it would only save cne chiid it would
be wonderful,put if it can save hundreds or even thousands
it would be worth any amount of money it may take,and we will
have many untraumatised people in Australia in the future.

Former P.R.Officer Thank you.. S}ncere‘4§€g¢





