


As a survivor ol sexual abuse, cruelty and emotional deprivation | I wish to see that there
be a public enquiry into St Josephs Crrphanage, run by the Sisters Of Merey. [ would like
t0 see the Catholic Church face up to their responsibility by looking atter those who have
sutfered at the hands of the™ good old nun’s.”

As a survivor, what | would like to see happen, is that clients recelve adequate treatment
as well as a public apology for the injuries they have suffered.

What [ see as responsible and adequate treanment is:

Choice

[ believe survivors of sexual abuse should be given a choice as to who they see for
ongoing treatment. In my case the real healing began when 1 saw an independent
psvchiatrist completely outside of the Catholic Instirution.

il you put survivors with psychiatrists and psychologists of the Catholic Church, as
Towards Healing recommends. you are putting clients into the hands of people
representing an institution that has gravely violated their trust.

it would be far healthier and quite within their rights to allow survivors to choose
practitioners of their own choice. This would need to be subsidized by the church or the

government as many independent practitioners are in private practice,

Long Term Therapy

Long Term psychotherapy, with a doctor of the clients choice should be fought for The
real healing comes from developing and rebuilding trust between client and
psychiatrist/psychologist. This trust does not develop in the Short term Public Health
System, where clients are introduced to a new psychiatrist/psvchologist every two months
Or 50,

Compensation

Compensation should not be attached with a silencer. Full responsibility should be taken
for both medical and legal costs by the government or the church. This also includes
compensation for ongoing medical costs. Settlements should not include the clients legal
and medical costs. An independent committee should be set up so survivors of abuse can
be supported and nurtured back into a stable life . The clients also need to be supported
while going through the process of having to relive their experiences in giving evidence
tor inquirtes and judicals. Support needs to be given from bodies outside of the Catholic
Church or other organized religions.

Compensation should also include a fetter of public apology.




The cases of abuse should be treated individually. In the instance of clients having more
than one case against the church, for example, a case in childhood then a further case in
adultlife | each of these cases needs 10 be treated separately.

Included in this submission are excerpts of written work 1 have compiled over the years.
[t has helped me to tell my story as a way of helping me deal with the memories and the
emotions.

All material in myv submission can be verified with medical and hospital reports.

Yours faithfully,
7
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Lynette Hy de
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