Dear Committee members,

                                                I am a survivor of abuse. I was removed from my parents at the age of approximately 3 months and I was placed into the care and protection of the state, until I reached the age of 18 years.  
During my time at Silky Oaks Children's Haven, after arriving there shortly after my fifth birthday, the abuse started this ranging from physical through to sexual and including mental abuse. It seems that whenever we have elections looming the powers that be decide to have an inquiry into abuse of children in institutions and promise that they will solve the problems. However after the elections and the dust settles the results of the inquiry seem to magically disappear and again nothing gets done to remedy the problems caused by this abuse or to prevent the abuse continuing. What I suffered during that time and then take steps to have one of the six offenders brought to justice using the special Task Force set up by the Queensland Government only to have it fail due to, I feel, the inexperience of the officer handling my case. After their failure to do anything with this offender they asked me if I wished for them to investigate the remaining 5. As one of these was a former police officer I said that I don't think that you would have any chance of bringing charges against them as I knew again that I was not BELIEVED.

                              I found out shortly after the case that was being investigated the offender died on AUSTRALIA day 1999.  This I feel was the cause of the officer's not proceeding with the case as they would have known that he was only expected to live for 6 months and I feel that it would have caused them too much paperwork if they had charged him brought him through the courts system then jail (ha) as they would not have liked a person to die while in custody.

 

SURVIVOR TO THE END.

Kat.

