MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
ON THE PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPORTATION OF LIVE ANIMALS

BETWEEN

TEE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES OF THE UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES

AND THE

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FORESTRY OF
AUSTRALIA

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING cxpresses the understandings of
ihe Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries of the United Arab Emirates and the
Department of Agriculture, Bisheries and Forestry of Australia (herein referred 10 as
“the Participants”) concerning cooperation in the fields of animal health and welfare
and veterinary public thealth in relation to the importation inio the United Arab
Emirates of Live Animals from Australia,

DESIRING cooperation in the fields of animal health and welfare, veterinary public
health, exchange of information and other matters with a view to facilitating the
export of Live Animals from Australia to The United Arab Emirates it a Thannet that
protects the welfare of the anfmals nd minimizes the risk of the spread of infectious
and contagious diseascs from fhe territory of one Participant to the territory of the

other,

NOTING that the health, welfare and safety of the Live Animals in the trade 1s of
paramount concemn to the Participants,

ACKNOWLEDGING the rights and obligations of hoth countries as Members (or
futare Members) of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and the World Animal
Health Organization {OIE),

RECOGNISING that the risks associated with the trade in Live Animals needs to be
managed and mitigated through the supply chain and the important role of the private
sectors of both countries in the United Arab Emirates — Australia relationship,
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RECOGNISING the imporiance of exports of Live Apimals from Angtralia 1o the
Uinited Arab Emirates,

The Participants have reached the following understandings:
A GENERAL pISPOSITIONS

1. This Memorandum of Understanding will provide the framework for the
export of Live Amimals from Australia to the United Arab Emirates.

2. The paragraphs of this Memorandum of Uinderstanding are intended 10 be read
consistently with relevant international science tased standards and puidelines,
including those of the OIE and the WTO Agreement o the Application of Sanitary
and Phytosanitary Measures (the “SPS Agreement”).

.

3 The paragraphs of this Memorandum of Understanding are subject 10 the
applicable domestic and regional laws of the countries of the Participants.

B. DEFINTTIONS

4. A0S refers 1o the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, the
Australian Government agency responsible for jgsuing certification attesting to the
health status of Consignments and granting of permission to €xport.

5. Assembly Point refers to & registered premise, oF place registered by the
AQIS for the purpose of holding Live Animals prior fo cxport.

B Consignment refers ©© Live Animals intended to be exported to one
destination and may be described by reference 1o the Bxporter, the consignee, method
of transport, kind of anirnals, the number of animals, the weight of the animals and

any other cb aracteristic of the animal, or a combination of these characteristics.

7. DAFYF refers to the Australian Government Department of A griculture,
Fisheries and Foresiry.

g Exporter refers to a person or entity that holds a valid Ticence to export Live
Animals issued by AQIS and intends o export the Live Animals.

9. Export Permit refers to the official document issued by AQIS to the

Exporter.

1.  Health Certificate refers to the official docoment issued by AQIS i
scoordance with the Australian Government obligations under O1E aitesting to the
healih status of the Live Animals.

11, Importer pefers to a person or entity that intends to import the Live Animals,
and hotds a valid ImpoTt Permit.
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12 Tmport Permit refers to the official documentation issued by ie Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries in the United Arab Dmirates speciiying the health and
welfare requirements for importing Consignment 43 contained in Annex A.

13, 1 ive Animals refers fo an animal or group of amimals that is intended 10 be
exporied alive 10 8 country thal requires certification as to any matter in relation to
¢hat animal or group of animals. In this Memorandum the ferm Live Animals 18
Lmited to sheep, goats, cattle and buffalo.

14 MAF tefers to the UAE Covernment Ministry of A oriculture and Fisheries.

15 OHE refers to the World Animal Health Organization.

16.  Shipment refers 10 fhe sum total of animals i one or more Consignments
intended to be exported on one vessel.

17. CQuarantine Hoiding Facility refers to o land-based operational facility within
the relevant authority of the United Arab Emirates fhat meets the requirements
specified n Section E of this Memoranduim of Understanding.

¢, PROVISIONS REGARDING THE PROTECTION OF HEALTH,
ELFARE AND SAFETY OF LIVE ANIMALS AND THE TRADE IN
LIVE ANIMALS

Cieneral Assurances

1%, Details of the specific inpott provisions regarding the protection of health,
welfare and safety of 1ive Animals and the trade in Live Animals tor the United Arab
Finirates are contained in Amnex A

19.  Australia will implement quality assurance and audit systems 10 meet the
import requirements of the United Arab Emirates a5 cortained in Annex A.

20,  The United Arab Emirates will accept at the port of destination any
Constgnment that meets the requirgments contained in Annex A and specified in the

Import Permit and that has been certified by AQIS to meet those requirements.

21 Where the United Arab Brnirates suspects there ar¢ grounds for possible
rejection of a Clonsignment, the Participants will initiate the consaliation process
outlined in paragraph 31 of this Memorandun of Understanding before & formal

rejection is issued.

77, MAFinthe United Arab Emirates will not, except i1 circumstances outlined
in paragraph 31, acoept a Consignment o1& vessel originating in Ausiralia unless it
has issued an Import Permit for that Consignment and an Export Permit has been
issued by AQIS for that Consignment for the United Arab Emirates.

Specific Assurances

~
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23, fmport Permits on individual Consignments issued by the United Arab
Ernirates will be m accordance with the specific provisions contained in Axnex A

24, The United Arab BEmiraics will provide o AQIS and any other relevant pariies
a copy of the Import permit in sufficient tune 10 aliow the sourcing and preparation of
five Animals to meel those specified requirements.

25. Wotification of the Import Permit will be accepted as being given &l the time it

is actually received by AQIS.

26. MAF reserves the right appoint & representative ot @ third party inspection
company to inspect 1ive Animals being held at relevant Australian ports ot Assembly
Points prior (0 embarkation. This may include a review of the health status of animals;
4 review of vaccination records and testing of animals; reviews of documents and
inspection of vessel cleanliness and uitability for carrying Hve antmals.

77 Australia commits o facilitate any visits requested by veterinary officials from
the United Arab Emirates {or their nominated qualified representatives) 1o ingpect
Live Animals being neid at relevant Australian ports Of Assembly Points prior 10
embarkation on a vessel, The United Arab Emirates commits 10 notify AQIS or the
Aunstralian Embassy aceredited to the United Arab Emirates of any proposed

ide adequate time to allow AQIS to facilitate the ingpection. All

ingpection to prov
eosts associated with this ingpection process are the responsibility of the person oF

entity requesting the inspection.

7%, For each Consignment, AQIS will isspe:

{1 A Health Certificate attesting to compliance with the United Arab
Emirates import requirements as contained in Annex A and as notified in
the Import Permit pmvided by MAF, and
An Export Permit in accordance with relevant Australian legislation and in

e
(1)
e import requirements of the United Arab Emirates as

accordance with th
contained in Annex Al

43 INSPECTION

7 The United Arab Emirates will inspect the Live Animals from Australia
destined for the United Arab Emirates on board the vessel within 12 hours of docking
at the port of destination. Inspections witl be conducted by an appropriately gualified
organization. This may include

(H Inspection on arrival to reconfinm loading ingpection (if any) and review

of relevant decurnents;

(1)  Discharge supervision;

(iti} Monitoring of Health Certificates, and

(ivy Blood sampling and testing.

30, Where an inconsistency 18 suspected between the Consignment and

requirements contained in Annex A that caises the possibility of 2 rejection of the
Consignment, both Participants recognise the need for timety and effective action to
address the situation. y




31, If after the injtial inspection, any Live Animals are suspected of not meeting

fhe joyport requirements of the United Arab Bmirates as con tained in Anpex Al

{1) The United Arab Emirates will notify AQIS immedi ately;

Gy Within 24 hours of the initial inspection, the United Arab Emirates will
comrmence transter of the entire Shipmient t0 a Quaraniing Holding
Facility,

(i) Within 24 hours of the initial inspection, officials and relevant advisers
from both Participants will meet to determine the condition of the Live
Animals, their treatment and the timing of future meectings if necessary.
This may include one Or MOTE of the following, as arranged between the
Participants:

4. joint ingpection by the United Arab Emirates and designated
representatlives of Australia;

. asecond inspection after a specified period;

. useof agreed diagnostic tests;

d. repeat diagnostic festing and analysis at an independent OIE approved
laboratory,

. inspection by an independent party. of

£ referral 10, 0f consultation with, independent veterinarian authorities

such as OIE; and

(ivi  Theprocesses i1 this Paragraph will occur hefore final vetermary

inspection and apy determination of whether 0r not the Live Animals mect
the import requirements of The United Arab Emiraies as contained in

Annex A.
E, QEAR&NT‘ENE HOLDING FACILITY

37, The United Arab Emirates will specify a Quarantine Holding Facility to
accommodate humanely ive Animals suspected of not meeting import TeqUIIEMENts

ag contained in Annex A

3%, The Quaranting Holding Facility will:

{1 bhe close to port facilities;

(i) provide wufficient isolation to avoid potential contamination of the Live
Animals through contact of exposure to diseases of local animals and to
avoid any contamination of local animals from any suspected diseases of
fhe Live Animals and sho uld be technically supervised by MAK: and

(i) protect fully the welfare of the Live Animals including the provision of
adequate feed and watef, shelter shade and veterinary care.

14, The Quarantine Holding Facility:
(i) st be approved by the United Arab Emirates;
(i)  maybe owned and operated by the United Arab Emirates o7 the private
sector and relevant industry of either Australiz or the United Arab

Fmiraies.




E. REJECTION OF CONSIGNMENTS

35, The United Arab Bmirates may reject a Consignment (£ ihe Constanment fails
try meet the requirements contained in Annex A, and only after the comptetion of the
PrOCEssns gutlined in Paragraph 31.

36 i€ the United Arab Emirates rejects the su gpected Consignment, the Live
Animals must be dealt with by measures as arranged between the Participants i &
way that does not damage or harm the general health and environmental requirements
of fhe United Arab Emirates as outlined in Annex B.

G MPLEMENTATION

implicmenting Agencies

97 The implementing agencies for this Memorandum of Understanding will be
MAF for the United Arab Emirates and DAFF for Australia.

Cemmunication
38, Both Participants reco gnise the fandamental ImpoTiance of timely and

offective communication and notification within 48 hours (wherever possible}, if
practices &re identified that are inconsistent with this M emorandum of Und grstanding.
2g,  The relevant representative of each Participant for notification purposes
pursuant to this wiemorandum of Understanding will be:
(i Assistant Undersecretary for Agricultare affairs (MAFY); and
Gy Consul Agriculture (Middle East)
Australian Consulate
Dubai
United Arab Emirates

Consultative Mechanism

40. Withaviewto further strengthening coope -ation in animal health and weifare

and sefety matters as they relate to the Hve animal irade more hroadly between

Australia and the United Arab Emirates, the Participants will meet for regutar high

level consultations covering animal health and welfare and safety matters of mutaal

interest, for the purpose of considering relcvant policies, inspection and certification
issues and cooperation activities, including but not limited to:

(1) training,

(1)  exchange of information;

{i11) cesearch and development and technical deveiopment,

(iv)  application of international standards; and

(v)  teciprocal visits.

41, These meetings will ocour anmnually, with the location to alternate between
Australia and the U nited Arab Emirates.
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47, In addition 10 any meetings pursuant 1o paragraphs 31 and 40 of this
Memorandum of Understanding, the relevant officials from the Participants will mest
when necessary to discuss performance under this Memorandum of Understanding,
gnd any other maters relating to the iive animal trade.

43, These meelings will complement rather than replace other established bilateral
meetings on these of other 1s5Ues.

44.  The Participants will fund their own participation in activities under this
Memorandurm of Understanding, unless the Participants mutually decide otherwise.

g, DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

45,  Roth Participants will endeavour to settle by consultation without gnreasonable
delay any differences arising in relation 10 this Memorandam.

L.  COMM ENCEMENT, AMENDMENT AND DURATION

A, This Memorandurs of Understanding will come into effect on the date on which
it has been signed by hoth Participants.

47, This Memorandum of Understanding will be valid for two vears from the day of
signature and will be automatically renewed for subsequent tWo year periods unless
either Participant notifies the other in writing at least oix months in advance of their
intent {0 terminate this Memorandum.

48, This Memorandum of Understanding and Apnex may be amended by mutual
arrangement in writing between the Participants.

49, Fither Participant may terminate the Memorandum of Understanding al any
time by giving 8iX {6y months written notice to the other Participant. The
Memorandum of Understanding will cease 10 have effect six (6) months after that
notice has been received.

SIGNED at Bouw Dinsoron this b day of ... Dergwatand....2004 1n two

copies, one in each of the Arabic and English languages, hth heing equally authentic.

POR THE MINISTRY OF 7/ FORTHE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND
OF THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES FORESTRY OF AUSTRALIA
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ANNEX A: HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR SHEEP, GOATS AND CATTLE
Henlth Requirements for Sheep and Goats

L HEALTH CERT, TFFCATION
Cpppiry declaration
A ustralia is free from:

* Foot-and-mouth disease;

® Peste des petit ruminant (PPR).
® Brucella melitensts infection;

. Rabies;

s Sheep pox:

. Sheep scab;

. Scrapie;

2 Rift Valley fever; and

s Yegicular exanthema.

For goals,
Australia is free fromu

® Raot-and-mouth disease;

® Pegte de petit ruminant (PPRY;

« Brucella melitensis infection;

® Fabies

® Goat pox:

@ Sheep scab!

® Scrapie;

® Rift Valiey fever;

® Vesicular exanthema; and

s Contagious caprine p}eumpmuumnia.

Consignment declaration
(a)  Anthrax i a notifiable disease in Austratia. The animals showed no clinical

signs of anthrax on the day of export and the animals either:
. originated from a property of properties free from anthrax for the
twenty (20) days prior to xpott

or
. were vaccinated against antiray not less than twenty (20 days and
not more than six (6) months prior 0 export.
ey The animals were examined during the 48 hours prior to loading for export,
and found to be free from evidence of disease and external parasites and fit 1o
travel.
(cy For breeding animals: The animals were vaccinated against clostridial diseases
(including pulpy kidney, black leg and famb dysentery).

2. TRANSPORTATION DETAILS

Road transporiation in Australia
The animals were moved by ihe most direct and practi cal route and not permitied 10
make contact with any ruminants of differing health statos.
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Certification by AQIS that the decks and compartments of the vessel used Tor
transporting the rurninants and storing feed have been thoroughty cleaned.

3. OTHER MARKET KE QUIREMEN TS
Nil

4. PORTS OF DISCHA RGE REQUIREME NTS

Consignments to the UATE will preferably be shipped direct from Australia. Where,
for logistical or other reasons, direct shipment of & particular Congignment 18 not
practical, written notification will be provided by AQLS 1o MAF containing
particulars of the intended shipping route no less than 5-7 days prior to the loading of
the vessel in Australia. WMAF will be desmed to have approved these arrangements
uniess written advice 10 the contrary is received by AQIS from MAT before loading

of the vessel is due to commence 1 Australia.
Health Requirements for Cattie and Buffalo
;. HEALTH CEK TIFICATION

Country declaration
Australia is free from:

» Foot-and-mouth disease;

® Rinderpest,

. Contagious bovine piemopneumoma;
& Rabies;

. Haemorrhagic septicaemia;

® Bovine brucetlosis;

® Bovine tuberculosis;

® Rovine spongiform encephalopathy;
“ Rift Valley fever;

. Vesicular stomatitis;

® Heartwater; and

s Vesicular exanthema.

Consignment declarafion
(a) Anthraxisa notifiable disease in Australia. The animals showed no clinical
signs of apthrax on the day of export and the animals either:
- originated from a property of properties free from anthrax for the
twenty (20) days prior to exporty
[#18
. were vaccinated against anthrax not less than twenty (20) days and
not more than six (6) months prior to export.
(by  The property of origin either:
_ " is located in a zone free from cattle tick and tick borne disenses
and the catile are free from evidence of cattle ticks;
ar
. the cattle have been treated for ticks and are free from evidence of
ticks.




‘(ey  The animals were examined during the 48 hours prior to loading for export, and
were found free from evidence of disease and external paragites anc 1t to wavel.
(dy  Forbreeding animals: were evamined during the 48 hours prior to loading for
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expott, and were found free from evidence of the following diseases:

" Vibriogis:

« Trichomoriasis;

s Johnnes disease {pa;rambercu%.osis);
® Q) fever:

® Leptospirosis; and

# 1igteriosis.

7. TRANSPORTATION DETAILS

Road transportation in Australia
The animals are to be moved by the most direct and practical route and are not
permitied 10 make contact with any ruminants of differing health status.

Sea
Certification by AQIS that the decks and compartments of the vessel used for
ransporting the cumninants and storing foed tave been thoroughly cleaned.

3. OTHER MARKE T REQUIREMENTS
Nil

£ PORTS OF DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS

Consignments to the UAE will preferably be shipped direct from Australia. Where,
for logistical or other Teasons, direct shipment of a particular Consignmient ig not
practical, written notification will be provided by AQIS to MAE containing
particulars of the intended shipping route no less than 5-7 days prior to the loading of
the vessel in Australia. MAF will be deemed to have approved these arrangements
unless written advice to the contrary is received by AQIS from MAT before loading
of the vessel 1s due to commence in Australia.

ANNEX B: DISPOSAL OF THE ANIMALS

In the case the congignment is rejected:

TEVTT
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.5 and are not {it

1. Anpimals that bave proven 10 have infectious diseaszes ans aret t

human consumption will be slaughtered and disposed of, by burning or

other method, in aceordance with measures provided for under local

regulations;

Animals fit for human consumption:

(a) Aretobe moved directly to the ahattoir in closed vehicles;

(b) Areto be slaughtered according 10 Islamic customs under the
supervision of the ahattoir veterinarian and the representative of MAK,

-
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and
(¢} Good parts of the animals can be released and handed to the mmporter.






