
Simon Crean has high ambitions for the arts and their
administration in his new role. writes Robin Usher.

credentials

Ili~ n=('(kllliilis for Ill\' joh afe
obvious, whi('h is wlw sl'nior !~ll)()r

ParlV 111l'IIIIl('rs ill Vil:loria lobbied
for liim 10 replace (;arrell.

<:n'all savs Ill' is unawafe ofllll'
lobh!'illg. bill says )Il' IVas hap!!!' 10
1)(' nlkred lhl' post by Prime Millis­
IN JlIli<l (;iIIard,

Tltl' 1l1inislrv has 110W /)I'ell lIlalk
part of lilt' nq;artllwill of I'rim!'
Minisll'r and Callilll'1. following Ill('
ViclOriall Illodel. This is likelv 10
n,ner:1 lile innlll'll('{' nf Ihe d(~part­
1IH'1\1\ Iwad, !('rrv MOfiln, who
Illoved 10 C<lIlIJl:rra from MeI­
hourrw's Imn'alHT,lcy 10 work widl
Ilw rll'\\' Labor gO\'I·rnllll'llt ill ;:O1l7,

Kevin Illiold was criricisl'o! whell
Ill' IVilS it'adpr for showillg lillie
illlClT'sl in Ill(' ilrtS, bill Cn'an says il
is a good sign thai I)ll' l\1inislry is
now part o! lhe PrillI\' Minisln's
CXH'IHkd l!eparlllWlllS, 1'\'1'11 if sill'
has SllO\\lllilll(' il1H'feSI so far,

'Till sure shl' will gel alolJg 10 SIT

SOIllC lhings whl'n slli' has lill)('," he
SilYS. "II's irlljlOrlanl for ,His III Ill' in
Ill(' I'M's portfolio,"

I Ie is eflColiragilig Ml's who
approilch('d hilll ,1bolll fortJ\ing a
group of arts friends bccause Ill'
savs il can onlv lead In grealer
eligagellll'lll wilh Ill\' ilrlS,

Ill' savs <t Iwalthv r:re<llivl'
clilllaic i~ ftlildallwrJlal10 !\IISlfalia's
I'COlI\Jlllic fUllln', "Crealivity will
haVl~ ill1 econoillic spin-oil as WI' lifl
Ill(' naliull's prodIlCli\'ilY."

TIl\: arts wen' an illlpOnanl pan
of IInllld !\IISlfalia thai Cr('ill1 1'<;lah­
listH'd wll('n Iw was Inull' 1lI;llisll'r
l)('c,lIlsl' of Illl' roll' IIH'y play ill
(ll'Vl'lopillg ('ilizcllry, sdf­
(,olllhlencc, IlJleranCl' illid appn'ci­
illioll of divl'rsilv.

IIi, priorilY b 10 prodUCl' ,I 1'1I1­
lilral policy <Inri In Cflll'ldl'r thl'
push fora 11l'1\ holly 10 n'p!;l('I'llll'
l\l1slralia COllncil rhal \\Iluld Il(' 1)('1­
I.'r I'qllippl·d In <!t'illll'ilh lhl'

I She wanted me to play three
classical music records for every
rock grOUp.' SIMON CRfAN
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"I haw' Cclt'elic lilSlcS," Iw SilVS,
poinling to his ill!elHhuU'I' al Ill\'
Tanlworlll ('O\llltr\, II1IlSic rl'sli\'ill
and thl' pai1l1ings'by Fn'd Williams
and Hover TllUlIla~ lIallgilll-: ill lIis
<:alllwrra onit'"s,

111' and his wik ,if(' passiollalc
about iltlt'llllillg livl' p('rfOrrllillln'~

and n'C('llllv havl' qTIl till' AIlSlra­
liil n Ba Ikt's' pt'rfo rllla 11('1' () I' nil'
Nllfl'r(/d'pr ,Hid Ill\' Cliban Ililllel ill
IIII' I\rislJillH' restiv'll.

Ill' is dlle \() have his flrsl 1111'1'1­
illg I\ilh ()pl'ril Australia's <:Ul,
Adrian COIII'IIt', in Svdlwv lleXI
week, IHlt Ih(' t\l'O arv alr('adv \\'(,11
acquainll'd hccallse or(:n'ali's
inll'rest ill lhe art forn!. TIll' minis­

Il'r's allraclioll 10 Ilw so-r:allell
Ill'rililgi' arts is also apparelll frolll
his dvdsiolJ lO appnilllllt'lell
O'Nl:i11. fmTlwr ('XI'Cllliw dirc('lor of
Ill\' !obbl'illg organisillinll, till' !\ns­
Irilli,ln J\1njOf I'l'rforming Arts
t;roup, <lS 11is arts ildvisvr,

Ilis l'c!('('licislll is appilrl'1I1 from
his r(,Cl'1l1 COllHllilnwllls: l<lsl I\'l'l,k's
open ing () r II W lll'l\' 5 J117 III i!lin n
willg at CHnlwrril's Natiollill (;all1'ry
of Australia for i!\digl'IHJIlS arl, Ill('
IWO 1\1'1. grand fillals ,md, aftl'r thv
s('('ond, th(' o~)('nil!g ofrl1l' l1Hlsinl1.
l/air,WrrJl',

-

Aminister
with arts

EW r"dvr<li t\rIS Millisl!'r
Sil1loll (:("<11\ was it

lypicill rlwk'll'roll [{'('!l­

ag,'r j.,(fOwillg lip in till'
'\iOs. "I li,lI! a 101 01' rock

IllllSic <1I1HIlIlS ilild ill 111o"" dill'S

Ihal \\<lS Ihe l\calk", Ill(' I{ollili g
SIOIWS and Yardbinls." 1](' says,

Lllt'( his illll'H'S! illdlldl'() till'
!loors. 11111 1I11like his 11n~,I('("('ss()r,

Midnight OJ!s rroIllllldll I'l'lcr t-;ar­
r\'1l, llis [aSle COlltilllH'd 10 ('\'olv\'
1I1\(l!-r Ilw "lrollg urging of his
IliollH'r 10 include c1llssical music
Oil his re{'ord player.

"She was \\'orrl('d abollt Illy
dc\'('lojlllWlli and wailled lilt' 10

pla~' thn'l' d'l~<;kalll\lI~ic records
for ewry rock group,"

Showing all early indicalion 01"
Ilis Ilq:otialitlg skills, Ilw young
Cn'dll n',wlll'd all agrel'IIl\'nl allow
,111 l'qUill shan'ol!Jolh, Ill' is 1I0\\' il
strong adlilirer of classical 1I11ISic,
l'specially b~' TcJl,likovsky, illill or
IwrforrllallCCs hy til(' '\lIstr,llialJ
[lalieT and Opera i\llsirali<l, whidl is
ilnoilier hig dinercnc(' from <;i1rrl'll.
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("OllWlllJ!0rary an, 'C{'lh'-
"I IhinK Ill(' council has dOll(' a

good joll blll I dnn'( kilo\\' w]wn' w('
go In from Ih'rt'," lit-' say',. "I'lil Opt'li
10 disf:llssiolls:'

I II' j, aho prqMH'd 10 Ir\" 10 !-(l't

Ill!' l'lnril'lln' di\"idl'lld lilll,d thai
tIll' gun'frUlh'Jll llIlP<.JS,·d OJ] till'
('OliIWil, allhollgh II(' \\'OHIIS thill Ihis
will Ill' d('\!'fillilwd by I!le !lvI'rall
Illldgel P~)Siliol'.

Creon's other Ilig portloli\) is
f('j!;ollill dl'W]OpIlWllt and II(' is
K(,I'll TO gel ,HiS 11110 the rl'!~i(Jlls. "I
Ihink rq.(ioll;ll fonls illchl!ks lap~

ping illto lilt' i1rlistic pOI('lllial
Il1mllg!1 (,dllCaliolial f<ll'ilili('s slich
as TAl!:s, t111iversitil's or SdlOOls,"

I II' says the rf'giol1s haVl'
aC(lllircd "Ilighly Sigllillcdlll all\lil­
orillllls" Ihrough rill' I'dliCalioll
building progr'lIll. "'1'1](' physical

iltfraSlrtll'IIlf(' has 1)('('11 suhsran­
riallv ('ldl<lIW{'II,"

(1(' says Ill\' propos('d Illilling lax
will h'(ld 1u 557:3 IIlillioll Ilt'illg
avail<llJle ror rq;:iollal illfr<ISlrIlrlllr('.

II<' <llso walliS 1)](' IH'I\' broad­
hand IWlwork 10 Ill' used for
{'llgagf'IlWlll wilh tlw arlS, "11 wOIlJd
be iel('allo h'acll 1"r(',lIiw skills alld
provi(j" ,wcl's:; to Il'ading ,mist<'
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Simon Crean
has eclectic
tastes and
enthusiasm
forraising
the
importance
Of the arts.
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