Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee

Budget estimates 2006–2007; May 2006

Answers to questions on notice from AusAID

Outcome 1
Topic: Indonesia
Question 1

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

I note the Prime Minister has announced $3 million in aid to Indonesia to assist with the recent earthquake recovery efforts, is that additional funding or will it come out of the existing aid budget? 

Answer

Funding for the Yogyakarta earthquake came from funds held within AusAID Global Programs for emergency response. Funding was not additional to the announced 2005-06 budget figure. 
Question 2

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 67 and in writing

(a)
Please provide specific details about funding for HIV/AIDS programs, maternal and child health projects that are being implemented in West Papua? Are there any programs specific to West Papua, how much are they funded, what is the purpose of the contract? 
Answer

· Life Skills Education for HIV/AIDS, UNICEF, ($608,246, June 2003- June 2007): provides support for HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care. 
· Nabire Health and Disaster Management Program, Project Concern International ($3.85 million, June 2006–June 2009): a health and disaster management activity in Nabire, Papua, in response to ongoing community needs following two large earthquakes in 2004. 
· HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care Project, GRM International Pty Ltd Indonesia, ($37 million—Papua $3.15 million, August 2002–September 2007): a multi-province program providing support to local governments to respond to the HIV/AIDS situation. 
· Improving Maternal Health in Eastern Indonesia Program, UNICEF, ($6.3 million—Papua $2.8 million, January 2004–December 2006) A multi–province program to improve health services, systems and behaviours that influence pregnancy and birth outcomes. 
· AusAID and UNICEF are finalising a proposal for a further $6.25 million three year program (July 2006-09), the UNICEF Women and Child Health in Papua Program.
(b)
What other aid projects is AusAID funding in West Papua? 
Answer

Asked and answered during the 2006-07 Budget Estimates hearing of 30 May (Hansard FAD&T reference page 67)
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 67
(c)
Can you give me some details of each of those programs (HIV/AIDS, maternal & child health) (including how much funding is provided to each of the NGOs involved)?

Answer

Program details provided in (a) above.

NGO involvement:
· Indonesia HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care Project [see (a) above] is currently funding the following Indonesian non-government organisations in Papua:
· Palang Merah Indonesia: $241,734

· Yayasan Kesehatan Bethesda: $384,929

· Radio Republik Indonesia (RRI) Jayapura: $66,594

· RRI Wamena: $29,867

· Persatuan Sepakbola Indonesia Jayapura (Persipura): $26,979

· DKT Indonesia $500,000

Total: $1.25 million (Note that funding to Indonesian NGOs is through the Partnership Fund for HIV/AIDS. Approximately 60% of these funds are from AusAID and 40% from DFID.)
· Nabire Health and Disaster Management Program: see (a) above
(d)
What is the number of scholarships provided for students in West Papua?
Answer: Australia has provided 43 scholarships to Papuans since 1998. 

Question 3

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

Can you give me the break down of the funding, contractors and purposes of the other AusAID projects in West Papua? 

Answer

· Papua Public Expenditure Analysis and Capacity Harmonisation (PEACH) Phase II, Decentralization Support Facility, World Bank, ($1 million, February 2006–January 2008): supports enhancing capacity of the Papua provincial and district governments and the public to understand and manage public finances in an effective and accountable manner. 
· Peoples’ Network for Voter Education Local Elections and Democratic Governance in Indonesia, The Asia Foundation, ($6.494 million—Papua $99,466, April 2005–June 2009): a multi-province program supporting the Peoples’ Network for Voter Education to undertake a nationwide program of voter education and electoral monitoring of local elections. 
· Indonesia Australia Legal Development Facility, Melbourne Development Institute Pty Ltd, ($22 million, September 2003–June 2009): a key component supports human rights in Indonesia, including two activities that involve capacity building for the National Commission for Human Rights (Komnas HAM) regional offices (including in Papua). 
· Australian Community Development and Civil Society Strengthening Scheme, International Development Support Services, ($21,209,905 million, February 2002–June 2007): a multi-province program (including Papua) that provides grants to help communities implement activities that will help to improve the over all quality of life of poor communities. 
· Public Sector Linkages Program ‘Strengthening animal and plant health and agricultural quarantine capabilities Ph. 3’, Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, ($221,000, August 2005–January 2007): works with Indonesian agricultural scientists from national and provincial government to improve the efficiency of the agricultural quarantine service in Papua. 
· Indonesia-Australia Specialised Training Project Phase III, Hassall and Associates International, ($65 million—Papua $8.41 million, March 2003–December 2008): a multi-province program providing specialised technical training and capacity building training primarily to East Indonesia. Over 880 Papuans have attended courses so far. 
· Creating Learning Communities for Children, UNICEF/UNESCO, ($4.8 million—Papua approximately $375,380, January 2004–December 2006): this multi-province program aims to raise the quality of primary education.
· ‘Can decentralisation work for forests and the poor?’, Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research ($440,753—Papua approximately $110,200, January 2003–June 2007): a multi-province policy research collaboration between Australian and Indonesian universities aimed at promoting sustainable forest management and economic development in a decentralized environment.
Question 4

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Brown asked Hansard FAD&T page 71
What role has the West Papuan Constituent Assembly had in the HIV/AIDS study that AusAID did in Papua?

Answer: None.

Question 5

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Brown asked Hansard FAD&T page 69
Did AusAID have any role in the removal of Law 41 which allowed Australian open cut mining operations in previously protected forests in Indonesia?

Answer: No.

Topic: Iraq
Question 6

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle and Senator Webber asked Hansard FAD&T pages 48 & 49, Senator Nettle asked in writing

How much of the $357 million is allocated to the ongoing program for training Iraqi police? 
Answer: $586,431.96

Question 7

Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 49

In relation to training for Iraqi police, please advise the date when the advisers concluded their work in Baghdad?

Answer

An Australian police adviser worked in Baghdad from 20 January 2004 until 16 August 2004.  The advisor subsequently made a number of short trips to Baghdad in late 2004 and 2005.
Question 8

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Evans asked in writing

What are the departmental or administered cost to AusAID of the Iraq engagement—capital and recurrent—and funding (identifying any rollovers) in each of the forward years to 2009–10?  

Answer

Estimated administered expenditure for 2006-07 is $22.5m and does not include any capital expenditure. The Iraq, Middle East and Afghanistan team within AusAID comprises six officers who manage the aid programme to this area and are funded from the agency’s departmental appropriation. There is no funding nor rollovers identified for the forward years beyond 2006‑07.

Question 9

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Faulkner asked Hansard FAD&T page 29

Please provide a detailed breakdown of the $10 million spent on agricultural activities in Iraq (as part of the $22.5 million for Iraq reconstruction program)?

Answer 

$7.5 million was spent on agricultural activities in Iraq in 2005-06.
Specific agriculture activities for 2005-06 total $4.5 million.


Satelite Internet for Min of Ag 



$     50,996


Short term (in Australia) Agriculture training courses
$2,926,457


Min of Ag Senior Study Tour




$   288,772


Quarantine Training





$   601,003


ACIAR Pest Management




$   361,059


ACIAR Crop Management




$   289,340










--------------










$4,517,627

A further $2.5 million was contributed to the United Nations Development Group Iraq Trust Fund, where Australia expressed a preference for these funds to be used in the agriculture sector. 

Question 10

Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Ray asked Hansard FAD&T page 30

How many instances have there been where AusAID has just dealt in cash because of institutional failures within Iraq?

Answer: Cash was taken into Iraq on 5 occasions.
Question 11

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Ray asked Hansard FAD&T page 33

(a)
With regard to those instances where payments were made in cash in Iraq, how many delegations had to be made to cover that off?

Answer

AusAID procedures require two delegations to be exercised through two separate approvals: firstly FMA Regulation 9 (approval to spend monies) against an objective or proposal; and secondly, FMA Regulation 13 (approval to enter into contracts, agreements and arrangements). A third and final certification is required to effect payment.  

(b)
Who certified/signed off on those payments?

Answer

The FMA 9 delegation was exercised by the relevant Deputy Director–General of AusAID, the FMA 13 delegation was exercised by the relevant Assistant Director–General of AusAID and, the final certification of payments provided by Program Officers in the Iraq, Middle East and Afghanistan section of AusAID.
Question 12

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Faulkner asked Hansard FAD&T page 43

In terms of the $222 million allocated debt relief for the out years, are the out years in this instance 2007 to 2010 or 2007 to 2011? Is it the next four or the next three financial years?

Answer

The period and amounts for out years have not been determined. This will be decided in forthcoming budget discussions.  

Question 13

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Faulkner asked Hansard FAD&T page 45

Please confirm that a very large proportion of nearly $1 billion of Iraq government debt to Australia that is being forgiven is for wheat sales?

Answer: Approximately 95 per cent of the debt owed by Iraq is for wheat purchases. 

Question 14

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Stott Despoja asked Hansard FAD&T page 47

In relation to the $334 million that is outlined in the portfolio budget papers and relates to debt relief for Iraq, how much of this was linked to AWB wheat sales?

Answer: Approximately 95 per cent of the debt owed by Iraq is for wheat purchases. 

Question 15

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 50

Did AusAID meet with the Doctors for Iraq who were in Canberra the week commencing 22 May?

Answer: No.

Question 16

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 50

Are there other countries providing aid for health in Fallujah?

Answer

The United States is undertaking an extensive reconstruction program that includes the refurbishment of existing health care facilities, a new hospital and additional health care centres. The Jordanian Government operates a hospital on the outskirts of Fallujah. Fallujah health services also benefit from larger generic donor program including the donation of 700 ambulances by Japan and UN programs.
Question 17

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 51

(a)
Please provide the committee with whatever advice AusAID has been given on the health sector issues in Iraq, particularly with respect to Fallujah 

Answer

AusAID has not received specific advice regarding the health sector in Iraq.  AusAID analysis utilising information obtained from international and multinational partners indicates that health sector infrastructure rehabilitation is progressing however it is being hindered by the security situation. Childhood vaccinations are ongoing.  There is a general shortage of trained medical staff across the country. UNICEF reports that 25 per cent of Iraqi children are malnourished.  

(b)
What are other donors doing in response to health sector issues?
Answer

The US and Japan both contribute significantly to infrastructure redevelopment, the provision of training, the supply of equipment and medicines and the running of numerous immunisation programmes. In addition, Japan has donated 700 ambulances. Other countries have smaller projects such as the Jordanian hospital in Fallujah. UN agencies also undertake a range of health projects.
(c)
Is there consideration for direct aid to overcome some of those problems? If not, why not?

Answer 
To date, health has not been a target sector for Australian reconstruction assistance. 

Topic: Guidelines on cash payments
Question 18

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Faulkner asked Hansard FAD&T page 31

What are the Commonwealth guidelines in relation to cash payments?

Answer

AusAID works under the Financial Management and Accountability Act 1997 (FMA Act). The FMA Act specifies under Part 4 how the money can be drawn down against appropriations provided by Government. Part 3 covers the custody of public money. Part 3, section 13 of the FMA Act and Part 4 of the FMA Regulations deal with the issue of authority to draw money. While the FMA Act addresses payments it does not specifically address the form of the payment. Payments may be made using a variety of methods, consistent with usual business practice, including EFT, cheque or (where appropriate) cash.
Question 19

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Faulkner asked Hansard FAD&T page 33

Please provide details of AusAID’s delegations for approval of activities and payments?

Answer

The approval to spend money (FMA Regulation 9) and the delegation to enter into contract (FMA Regulation 13) are derived from the FMA Act and form part of the Chief Executive Instructions (CEIs). The relevant sections of the CEIs are 5.1 through to 5.4. These can be found at: <http://newintranet.ausaid.gov.au/sites/fmm/manual/FMM_CEI_5.htm>
Question 20

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Faulkner asked Hansard FAD&T page 38

(a)
Does AusAID have obligations under various Commonwealth legislation to report outside the agency on financial transactions conducted in cash above a certain dollar limit when money is taken from Australia to another country?

Answer

AusAID’s reporting requirements centre on reporting budget financial information to the Department of Finance and Administration. The financial information is focused on reporting the financial position of the Agency against the budget and future years’ commitments. There are no formal requirements to report general cash transactions conducted in another country. However, where an amount above $10,000 or more or the foreign currency equivalent is being taken out of or into Australia, such an event must be reported pursuant to the provisions of the  Financial Transaction Reports Act 1988. 
Senator Faulkner and Senator Ray asked Hansard FAD&T pages 38 & 39

(b)
Does AusAID have to report to AUSTRAC?

Answer

The Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC) is Australia's anti-money laundering regulator and specialist financial intelligence unit. AUSTRAC oversees compliance with the reporting requirements of the Financial Transaction Reports Act 1988 (FTR Act) by a wide range of financial services providers. The obligation to report under the FTR is placed upon cash dealers, as defined under Section 3 of the FTR Act. AusAID does not fit the definition of a ‘cash dealer’ under the FTR Act. 
Question 21

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Ludwig asked Hansard FAD&T page 40

(a)
In terms of overseas financial transactions, what amounts do you declare and when do you declare them? 

Answer

AusAID undertakes in excess of 30,000 overseas financial transactions annually. All these transactions form part of AusAID’s financial statements that are audited by the Australian National Audit Office.

b)
What is the nature of the transactions?

Answer

The transactions relate to payments overseas in support of the Aid Programme. They range from large contract payments to suppliers performing agreed services in country to small value costs and recovery of costs for staff involved in these projects in country.
Question 22

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Faulkner asked Hansard FAD&T page 38

What custom regulations apply when money is taken from Australia to another country?

Answer

Amounts of $10,000 or more, or equivalent in foreign currency (meaning notes and coins of legal tender), must be reported on departure pursuant to the provisions of the  Financial Transaction Reports Act 1988. The report is made to the Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre at AUSTRAC.

Topic: Afghanistan
Question 23

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Evans asked in writing

What are the departmental or administered cost to AusAID of the Afghanistan engagement—capital and recurrent—and funding (identifying any rollovers) in each of the forward years to 2009–10?  
Answer
Estimated administered expenditure for 2006–07 is $25.8m and does not include any capital expenditure. The Iraq, Middle East and Afghanistan team within AusAID comprises six officers who manage the aid programme to this area and are funded from the agency’s departmental appropriation. There are currently no estimates for administered expenditure past 2006‑07 as funding beyond mid‑2007 will depend on Afghanistan’s performance against benchmarks contained in the Compact. There is no funding nor rollovers identified for the forward years beyond 2006‑07.
Topic: Pacific Regional Transport Study
Question 24

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Evans asked in writing

(a)
What is the status of the Pacific Regional Transport Study which was presented to the Pacific Islands Forum in June 2004?

Answer

The Pacific Regional Transport Study (PRTS) was presented to Leaders at the Pacific Islands Forum in October 2004. Leaders considered the results of the PRTS. Appreciation was expressed for the study and for the offer by the Australian Government to provide additional funds (AUD2 million) to progress the principles and recommendations highlighted in the Summary Overview of the PRTS. At the same time, leaders agreed to adopt the Forum Principles on Regional Transport Services.
(b)
Has this report been endorsed by the Commonwealth Government?

Answer

The PRTS is a document written by consultants, and the recommendations set out in the report are those of the consultants and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Australian Government. However, Australia, as a member of the Pacific Islands Forum, endorsed the Forum Principles on Regional Transport Services, which arose from the Pacific Regional Transport Study

(c)
Has this report been endorsed by the PNG Government?

Answer

As a member of the Pacific Islands Forum, PNG endorsed the Forum Principles on Regional Transport Services, which arose from the Pacific Regional Transport Study.
(d)
Is it correct that the recommendations of the report are now being promoted by a PNG Independent Consumer and Competition Commission inquiry as DFAT recommendations? 

Answer

The PNG Independent Consumer and Competition Commission (ICCC) ‘Issues Paper: PNG Shipping Industry, notes that the ICCC seeks comments ‘as to the validity of the conclusions of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) into the cabotage regime in PNG’. However, any reference by the ICCC Issues Paper to DFAT is incorrect. The Pacific Regional Transport Study is a document written by consultants, and the views set out in the report are not necessarily representative of the Australian Government (as noted above). 
(e)
Is it correct that these recommendations are now being used as the basis to review PNG coastal shipping policy?
Answer

AusAID understands that the Pacific Islands Forum Principles on Regional Transport Services are being drawn on in the development of transport policy in PNG. The principles advocate ‘increased efforts’ toward implementing ‘regional or subregional solutions’ to transport sector problems through ‘agreement by Forum Island Countries (FIC) to regional cabotage, where FICs could benefit from more services and competition’ (Forum Principles on Regional Transport Services, Apia 6 August 2004, 4 (c)). 

(f)
How much aid has been provided via AusAID to strengthen PNG maritime security and other shipping administration and to improve PNG shipping efficiency?

Answer

Aid provided via AusAID to PNG to strengthen PNG maritime security during the 2005–2006 financial year includes the following:

· In 2005-06 an estimated $430,000 was spent through the Enhanced Cooperation Program (ECP) on PNG maritime security, with a focus on technical assistance as provided by the ECP Maritime Security Advisor;
· PNG, with 13 other Pacific Island countries, receives support from a regional assistance project, Maritime Security in the Pacific (MSP). This 3–year project of $3,147,639 commenced in January 2005, and aims to assist Pacific Island maritime institutions with the changes to regulatory requirements for the maritime sector. The focus of the project is to assist Pacific Island countries to meet international security and safety standards in shipping and ports. PNG participation in this project is primarily through attendance at workshops and training. As this is a regional project we do not have disaggregated financial information to determine expenditure at the individual country level.

Previous assistance in the PNG maritime sector includes:

· In 2004, under the auspices of the ECP in collaboration with the Department of Transport and Regional Services, the ‘PNG Maritime Security Assistance’ project of $93,300 provided assistance to PNG to comply with the International Maritime Organisation International Ships and Port Security Code by the 1 July 2004 deadline;
· AusAID provided co-funding of $1,572,945 to the 3–year Asian Development Bank (ADB) ‘Maritime Navigation Aids’ project that commenced in 2001. The project was developed by the ADB in consultation with the PNG government to improve the efficiency of the maritime sector and contribute to PNG's economic growth. The project involved reconstruction of the network of navigation aids, and sector restructuring;
· The 5-year ‘PNG Maritime College Upgrading’ project of approximately $9,000,000.00 commenced in June 1995. The objective of the project was to upgrade the PNG Maritime College to meet the training requirements of PNG maritime industry more effectively. This involved provision of new equipment and upgrade of civil works, upgrade of training equipment and teaching aids, and upgrading of teaching skills of the college staff.

Topic: Solomon Islands
Question 25

Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Nettle asked in writing

(a)
What is the total value of all contracts that have been procured by GRM for their law and justice strengthening project in the Solomon Islands since the original $14.5 million contract from 2000? 
Answer
The total value of contracts procured by GRM under the Solomon Islands Law and Justice project since its commencement is approximately $60.5 million.

(b)
Have there been any evaluations done of this project (which in the latest AusAID contracts document to the Senate values the contract now at $48.7 million), if so what is the title of those evaluations? 
Answer
Independent Technical Advisory Group Reports and Activity Monitoring Briefs have been prepared over the life of the project.

(c)
If any evaluations of the project have been completed are these evaluations that AusAID can make available? 

Answer
No ex–post evaluations have been undertaken. Such evaluations are only undertaken after the completion of a project. 

Question 26

Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 67 and in writing

(a)
How many court proceedings in the Solomons has Magistrate Boothman presided over as a contractor or sub contractor to AusAID? 
Answer
Magistrate Boothman has been appointed to his position by the Solomon Islands Judicial Legal Services Commission. The Solomon Islands authorities are unable to provide the data sought at this time. 

(b)
On what date did those proceedings occur? 
Answer
See answer to Question 26.

(c)
What is the expected remuneration for Magistrate Boothman for his time in the Solomon Islands? 

Answer
Pursuant to the Privacy Act 1988, it is not appropriate to provide personal information. 
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 67
(d)
Do you know whether Magistrate Boothman was the magistrate who signed the warrants for the arrest of the two Solomon Islands MPs?

Answer
It is not appropriate to provide information on matters currently the subject of legal proceedings. 

Question 27

Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Nettle asked in writing

(a)
How did AusAID ensure the safety of all Australian aid contractors when the riots occurred in Honiara, including the Magistrates? 
Answer
All Australian aid contractors operating in the Solomon Islands are required under contract to prepare emergency management plans. At the time of the riots, AusAID personnel were in close contact with all aid contractors to ensure that these plans were being implemented.
(b)
What was the cost of these safety measures? 

Answer
The preparation and implementation of emergency management plans is covered within each contractor’s fee structure. 

Question 28

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

(a)
Who is the ombudsman or equivalent for the Solomon Islands Prison system? 
Answer
The current Solomon Islands Ombudsman is Mr. Peter Pitabellama. While this position does not deal solely with the Solomon Islands Prison system, it is within the Ombudsman’s mandate to do so.
(b)
Does AusAID have any role in supporting this position? 
Answer
Assistance is provided to the Solomon Islands Ombudsman’s Office as part of a broader program supporting the strengthening of the Solomon Islands’ accountability institutions.

(c)
If so, what is that role and the value of this support?
Answer
Assistance includes advisory support to senior personnel and the training of investigators and other officials to conduct their duties effectively and in accordance with relevant Solomon Islands legislation. The value of assistance provided to the Ombudsman’s Office to date has been approximately $700,000.

(d)
Is this role, if supported by AusAID, contracted out to an aid contractor and if so who is that contractor and what is the timeframe, value and contract number of that contract? 

Answer
	Contractor
	Timeframe
	Value
	Contract Number

	GRM International (as operators of the RAMSI Governance Support Facility—RGSF)
	22 August 2005 to 30 September 2006
	$617,301
	Contract No.13745 


Question 29

Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Nettle asked in writing

What is the total breakdown by program, value, contract number, contractor, contract description and timeframe of all contracts undertaken in Solomon Islands by AusAID since the RAMSI intervention? 
Answer
This information is publicly available through the Commonwealth Government’s tender system which can be accessed via the following website: www.contracts.gov.au
Question 30
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

What is the total value of the AFPs commitment to RAMSI for each financial year since it commenced? 

Answer
Details of ODA eligible expenditure by other government departments or agencies (in this case the AFP) are a matter for those organisations.

Question 31

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
What is the total cost of maintaining AusAID staff (including accommodation, salaries, on costs, living allowances, transport etc) in the Solomon Islands for each financial year since RAMSI commenced? 
Answer
· Financial year 2003/2004: $239,455

· Financial year 2004/2005: $1,004,448

· Financial year 2005/2006: $1,913,742

Question 32

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

What is the total cost of transport for AusAID personnel in the Solomon Islands (including road, air and sea) for each financial year since RAMSI commenced? 
Answer
· Financial year 2003/2004: $52,605.10

· Financial year 2004/2005: $61,417.49

· Financial year 2005/2006: $159,959.07

Topic: Aid budget

Question 33

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

In Table 1 of the Australia’s overseas aid program Blue Book (10 May 2005) (page xiv)

(a)
Why was the budget 2004-05 figure for PNG $435.6 million and the expected outcome $366.6 million?
(b)
What were the line items and values of the cost underspends in relation to the above?

Answer to a) and b)
These questions were asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as question 20. The answer provided by AusAID can be found at page 114 at http://wopared.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/fadt_ctte/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Question 34

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

In Table 1 of the Australia’s overseas aid program Blue Book (10 May 2005) (page xiv) 
(a)
Why was the 2004–05 budget figure for the Solomon Islands $201.6 million and the expected outcome $171.5 million?

(b)
What were the line items and values of the cost underspends in relation to the above?

Answer to a) and b)

These questions were asked in writing by Senators Hogg and Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as question 21. The answer provided by AusAID can be found at page 114 at http://wopared.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/fadt_ctte/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Question 35

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

In Table 1 of the Australia’s overseas aid program Blue Book (10 May 2005) (page xiv)

(a)
Why was the budget figure for East Timor $39.9 million but the expected outcome $64.3 million? 

(b)
What were the line items and values of the cost overruns in relation to the above?

Answer to a) and b) 
These questions were asked in writing by Senators Hogg and Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as question 22. The answer provided by AusAID can be found at page 115 at http://wopared.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/fadt_ctte/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Question 36
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to Chapter 1 of the 2005–06 aid budget blue Book, titled: Focus of the Aid Program. In 2005-06:

(a)
What is the value and percentage of the Australian aid program that goes to the Least Developed Countries?
(b)
What is the value and percentage of Australian aid that goes to Other Low Income Countries? 
(c)
What is the value and percentage of Australian aid that goes to Lower Middle Income Countries?
(d)
What is the value and percentage of Australian aid that goes to Upper Middle Income Countries?
Answer to a) through d)

These questions were asked in writing by Senators Hogg and Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as question 27. The answer provided by AusAID can be found at page 118 at http://wopared.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/fadt_ctte/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
(e)
What is the expected total figure of funding to multilaterals and other (26%)?

(f)
What component of this figure is for multilateral and what is the breakdown of funding and project by institution?
(g)
What component of this figure is ‘other’ and what is the breakdown of this category?
Answer to e) through g)

These questions were asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as question 28. The answer provided by AusAID can be found at page 119 at http://wopared.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/fadt_ctte/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Question 37
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
General questions on the Australian aid program 

(a)
The 2005 OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) Peer review of the Australian aid program questioned the link between the focus on governance and the alleviation of poverty. Is there any policy document available that answers this question? If so what is and can it be made available? If not why not?
Answer

The 2005 OECD DAC peer review recommended that Australia “highlight the relationship between poverty reduction and governance, security, and the whole of government approach in its future policy statements.” The 2006 White Paper Australian Aid: Promoting Growth and Stability explains the Government’s thinking on the relationship between governance and poverty alleviation.
(b)
Can you explain the context in which this question was raised and how AusAID understands the focus on governance equates to the reduction in poverty?
Answer

The report of the DAC peer review of Australia published in 2005 (page 12) notes: “Over the last five years, Australia has strengthened its focus on economic and wider governance issues—notably law and justice—in its partnerships with key partners. The orientation reflects a convincing analysis of the key constraints to their development.”

As outlined in the 2006 White Paper, the effective functioning of a state’s institutions is central to development. Governments provide the environment for private sector development and hence growth and employment generation. Governments develop laws and maintain order and stability, provide for the protection and advancement of human rights, and ensure the sustainable use of resources. They generate revenue, deliver education and health services, and redistribute income. Australia has long recognised the importance of policies and institutions and has invested significant resources over the past decade to improve governance in the region.
(c)
Is AusAID concerned that the Whole of Government approach, adopted rather quickly by the Australian Government in 2003-04, is detracting from the development mandate of AusAID with over 20% of the aid budget now funding other government departments that do not have any specific expertise in the area of development?
Answer

This question was asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as Question 5(a). The answer provided by AusAID can be found on page 5 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
(d)
Is the current Director General of AusAID able to put his position at interdepartmental meetings where aid is the primary issue and in turn is this position given the credence it deserves?
Answer

Yes. AusAID chairs and has primary carriage of interdepartmental meetings where aid is the primary issue.

(e)
Does AusAID see any problems arising from the increasing trend to deliver aid outside of the only government department with relevant international development expertise?
Answer

This question was asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as Question 5(b). The answer provided by AusAID can be found on page 6 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf  
(f)
Does AusAID see the focus of poverty alleviation as the primary goal of the aid program?
Answer

This question was asked in writing by Senator Hogg and Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as Question 10(a). The answer provided by AusAID can be found on page 22 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf. 

By way of a supplementary response, it should be noted that the White Paper, released in April 2006, has as the objective of the aid program: to assist developing countries to reduce poverty and achieve sustainable development, in line with Australia’s national interest. 
(g)
What action is AusAID taking to adopt the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)?
Answer

For this information, please refer to Australia’s 2005 MDG Progress Report, A Global Partnership for Development, which outlines Australia’s approach to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), contribution towards achieving MDG 8, and actions taken to help developing countries achieve progress towards MDGs 1 through 7. The report was released by the Minister for Foreign Affairs on 1 September 2005.
(h)
Is there a plan to meet the 0.7% target that Australia has signed on to under the MDG agreement?
Answer

While the Australian Government will continue to support the UN goal of 0.7 per cent aid to GNI as an aspiration, it does not support a time bound target to reach this goal. The Government endeavours to maintain aid at the highest level, consistent with the needs of partner countries, our own capacity to assist and other priorities for Australian Government expenditure.

(i)
What is that plan?
Answer: Please refer to (h).
(j)
In the 2005–06 Blue Book it states ‘serious challenges remain for some goals for example health and education in Melanesia’ (page 7.) Why then is Australia not dedicating more money to funding these areas?
Answer

Australia is very active in supporting health and education in Melanesia. 

In Papua New Guinea, AusAID has spent over $300 million over the last 10 years improving PNG’s education system including teacher training, curriculum development, infrastructure expansion, and procurement and distribution of learning materials. In the health sector, Australia is working closely with PNG counterparts to develop the skills of health sector workers and improve service delivery. Key achievements have included training officials in provincial health offices, supporting medical research, procuring and distributing pharmaceutical kits and biomedical equipment, and constructing STI clinics in strategic locations. 

Australia will significantly increase its investment in these sectors over the next four years, through implementation of White paper initiatives which will include strengthened links between education and employment. Australia will also expand existing initiatives addressing major diseases, including HIV/AIDS and pandemics, significantly increase programs focusing on the health needs of women and children, and strengthen health systems. A new initiative, announced in the White Paper, will tackle malaria in the Pacific, initially focusing on the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu.
(k)
 Is it true that funding as a percentage of the aid program to the sectors of education, health and infrastructure has fallen considerably since 1999?
Answer

Following on from the answer provided to Question 4(c) as part of the 2005–06 Budget Senate estimates, funding as a percentage of the aid program to the sectors of education, health and infrastructure have risen from the levels detailed in the 2005–06 budget with estimates showing a one percent increase in education and health funding and a two percent increase in infrastructure funding for 2006–07.

(l)
Is the focus on governance detracting from funding to health, education and infrastructure through the aid program?
Answer

No, governance activities compliment the effective delivery of basic services through improved economic management, public administration and the development of effective planning and delivery frameworks. Health, Education and Infrastructure sectors have all seen an increase in estimated spending in 2006–07 of $39 million, $38 million and $65 million respectively.
(m)
How much of the total aid budget is paid to GRM through all their contracts? Please provide details of contracts and amounts for each
Answer

The value of AusAID contracts awarded to GRM is publicly available information. In accordance with Australian Government publishing obligations this information can be viewed at http://www.contracts.gov.au
Topic: South Asia

Question 38
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to Chapter 1 of the 2005/06 aid budget blue Book, titled: Focus of the Aid Program. In 2005-06:
(a)
What is the expected total value of funding to South Asia (listed as 4%)?

(b)
How many of the world’s poor live under the poverty line in South Asia according to AusAID?
Answer to a) and b)

These questions were asked in writing by Senator Hogg and Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 (May 2005) as Question 23. The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page115 at: 

http://wopared.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/fadt_ctte/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Topic: Africa

Question 39
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to Chapter 1 of the 2005-06 aid budget blue Book, titled: Focus of the Aid Program. In 2005-06:
(a)
What is the expected total monetary figure of funding to Africa (listed as 3%)?
(b)
How many of the world’s poor live under the poverty line in Africa according to AusAID?

Answer to a) and b)
These questions were asked in writing by Senator Hogg and Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 (May 2005) as Question 24. The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page 116 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Topic: East Asia

Question 40
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to Chapter 1 of the 2005–06 aid budget blue Book, titled: Focus of the Aid Program. In 2005–06:
(a)
What is the expected total monetary figure of Australian aid funding to East Asia including Indonesia?
(b)
How many of the world’s poor live under the poverty line in East Asia including Indonesia, according to AusAID?
Answer to a) and b)
These questions were asked in writing by Senator Hogg and Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 (May 2005) as Question 25. The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page116 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Topic: White paper

Question 41
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to page 5 of the 2005–06 aid budget Blue Book: 
(a)
What will be the consultation process of drafting the aid White Paper?
(b)
What will be the public consultation process for the drafting of the aid White Paper?

(c)
What will the NGO consultation process for the aid white Paper?
(d)
Will the process have any participation outside the ‘Canberra consensus’ (those already having received funding from AusAID)?
(e)
Will there be any opportunity in the aid White Paper drafting process to examine the ‘national interest’ objective of the Australian aid program that has been so heavily criticised in PNG at the failure of the Enhanced Cooperation Program?

Answer to a) through e)

These questions were asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 (May 2005) as Question 2. The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page 81 and 82 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Topic: Pacific

Question 42
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to Chapter 1 of the 2005–06 aid budget blue Book, titled: Focus of the Aid Program. In 2005–06:
(a)
What is the expected total monetary figure of Australian aid funding to Pacific including Papua New Guinea?

(b)
How many of the world’s poor live under the poverty line in the Pacific including Papua New Guinea, according to AusAID?

Answer to a) and b)
These questions were asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget Estimates 2005–06 (May 2005) as Question 26. The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page117 at: www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Topic: PNG—Enhanced Cooperation Program
Question 43
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
As the original Enhanced Cooperation Program has been cancelled 

(a)
What impacts will this have on the Australian aid funding to PNG?
Answer

There will be no impact on expenditure under AusAID appropriations as all non-policing ECP officials remain in PNG—only the Australian Assisting Police component of the ECP was withdrawn on 17 May 2005. ODA expenditure through other government departments is expected to fall from an estimated $171 million to $3 million in 2005/06 due to reduced expenditure by the Australian Federal Police (AFP).

(b)
What has been the total cost of the ECP thus far?
Answer

Expenditure to date under AusAID appropriations for the non-policing component of the ECP totals an estimated $38 million. This includes an estimated $16.7 million expenditure for 2005/06.
(c)
How much of this funding went to:


i. the salaries and accommodation of Australian Federal Police?


ii. funding logistics of Australian Federal Police?


iii. the Royal Papua New Guinean Constabulary?

Answer

Details of ODA eligible expenditure by other government departments or agencies (in this case the AFP) are a matter for those organisations.

(d)
What is the expected budget outcome for the ECP in 2005–06?

Answer: See response to 43(b).
(e)
What will be the expected total funding for PNG in 2005–06?
Answer

The expected total Australian Official Development Assistance to PNG in 2005/06 is $324.3 million.
(f) What is the estimated cost of sending an Australian Federal Police Officer to PNG as part of the Australian aid program and what is the breakdown of that cost?
Answer

Details of ODA eligible expenditure by other government departments or agencies (in this case the AFP) are a matter for those organisations.

Topic: Value of Australian aid

Question 44
Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to the 2004-05 general aid program:

(a)
What is the value of Australian aid that comes back to Australian companies through aid contracts?

Answer

AusAID does not collect the necessary information in order to answer the above question. The resources/costs involved in gathering the information outweigh the benefits to the Agency from its collection.

(b)
What is the total aid money that remains in country of the Australian aid program?

(c)
What is the total value of wages to local people via the aid program?

(d)
What is the total number of local people employed through the Australian aid program?

(e)
What is the total value of wages to Australians funded through the aid program?

(f)
What is the number of Australians employed through the Australian aid program?

(g)
What is the total value of Australian products and services acquired with government aid funds in the last financial year?

(h)
What is the total value of products and services purchased in country with Australian Government aid funds?

Answer b) to h)

These questions were asked in writing by Senator Hogg and Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 (May 2005) as Question 29 b) to h). The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page120 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Topic: Contracts

Question 45
Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Nettle asked in writing
What is the name, period of contract, region/country and total value of all contracts Kellogg, Brown and Root have undertaken for AusAID since 1997?

Answer

The value of AusAID contracts awarded to Kellogg, Brown and Root since 1997 is publicly available information.  In accordance with Australian Government publishing obligations this information can be viewed at http://www.contracts.gov.au
Topic: Audit and evaluation 

Question 46
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
(a)
Will the new evaluation and accountability mechanism for AusAID be releasing the breakdown of the increasing aid funds allocated to other government departments? 

Answer

The breakdown of aid funds allocated to other government departments will continue to be published in the Aid Budget Statement ‘Australia’s Overseas Aid Program’.

(b)
What are the new reporting mechanisms that the new AusAID evaluation agency will utilise (including non–implementing partners)? 
Answer
The new Office of Development Effectiveness will be publishing an Annual Review of Development Effectiveness which will report on the outcome of major evaluations undertaken 

(c)
From where will the staff for this new evaluation office be drawn? 
Answer: From within AusAID and externally.

(d)
Will there be any staff in the AusAID evaluation agency who have not received any AusAID contracts (eg non-implementing partners or not funded indirectly by AusAID such as academics)? 
Answer
Staff for the Office will be drawn from the best available complemented by contracted

expertise from time to time.
Question 47
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Ludwig asked in writing
The name of the report is the ‘The Australia Phase 2 Report on the Application of the Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions and the 1997 Recommendation on Combating Bribery in International Business Transactions’. The report was approved and adopted by the Working group on Bribery in International Business Transactions on 4 January 2006.

(a) Has AusAID become aware of foreign bribery at any time?

i. What action was taken?

ii. Was it reported to the AFP?

iii. If not, why not?

Answer: No. Answers i) to iii) are therefore not applicable.
(b)
Can AusAID explain whether Australian managing contractors and EO’s have provided regular activity reports that identify any foreign bribery?

Answer

AusAID does not receive regular activity reports provided by managing contractors that identify foreign bribery.
(c)
Has AusAID picked up any instances of foreign bribery during its compliance audits?

i. How many?


ii. 
Were they referred to the AFP? If not, why not?

Answer: No. Answers i) and ii) are therefore not applicable.

(d) Can AusAID confirm the finding at 114, page 36 of the OECD Report that if AusAID receives information that a contractor bribed a foreign public official in relation to an ODA contract they do not know whether an audit would be performed or are not sure whether a report would be made to the AFP?

Answer

AusAID does not agree with the finding in the OECD Report as it is misleading and does not take full account of detailed information provided by AusAID. AusAID has a ‘zero tolerance’ approach to any form of fraud, including bribery, related to any Australian Government funded aid activities, and has very clear Policy and Guidelines in place for AusAID staff in the event of any incidents of attempted bribery. 
Topic: Legal services

Question 48
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Ludwig asked in writing
(a) What sum did the department or agency spend during 2005–2006 on external legal services (including private firms, the Australian Government Solicitor and any others)?
Answer: $547,760
(b) What sum did the department or agency spend on internal legal services? 
Answer: $150,000
(c) What is the department or agency's projected expenditure on legal services for 2006–2007?
Answer
AusAID does not establish a budget for legal services each year.  AusAID expects that expenditure on legal services for 2006/2007 will not differ greatly from that incurred in 2005/2006.
Topic: Training

Question 49
Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Ludwig asked in writing
The following questions relate to the purchase of executive coaching and/or other leadership training services by the department/agency, broken down for each of the last four financial years.
Where available, please provide:
(a)
Total spending on these services.
Answer

· 2002/03:   
$32,025

· 2003/04:   
$31,579

· 2004/05: 
$41,938

· 2005/06: 
$74,377
(b)
The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.

Answer

Management and leadership training has been offered to staff employed in a managerial capacity. Executive coaching has been offered to senior staff where a specific need has been identified and in particular upon promotion to more senior management roles in the agency. 

(c)
The number of employees who have used these services and their salary level.

Answer

	Salary Levels 

(excluding superannuation)
	2002—2003 
	2003—2004
	2004—2005
	2005—2006

	Up to $50,000
	1
	0
	2
	0

	$50,000—$100,000
	13
	58
	21
	22

	$100,000—$150,000
	5
	0
	1
	6

	$150,000 +
	0
	0
	0
	0


(d)
The names of all service providers engaged.

Answer

	Year
	Service provider engaged

	2002–2003
	Australian Public Service Commission (APSC). Consultants were engaged by the APSC and provided to AusAID through the annual MOU between AusAID and APSC for this purpose.

	2003–2004
	Australian Public Service Commission (APSC).  Consultants were engaged by the APSC and provided to AusAID through the annual MOU between AusAID and APSC for this purpose.

	2004–2005
	Australian Public Service Commission

Centre for Public Management 

Link 

Coach School–via APSC

	2005–2006
	Yellow Edge–via APSC

Coach School 

Global Learning–via APSC

The Executive Coach 

Beyond Success

Intellumen

Australian Public Service Commission 

Centre for Public Management 

Australian Institute of Management 

Australian Graduate School of Management


(e)
For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide:
i. The name and nature of the service purchased.

ii. Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.

iii. The number of employees who received the service.

iv. The total number of hours involved for all employees.

v. The total amount spent on the service.

vi. A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).

vii. Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises, please provide:
1) The location used

2) The number of employees who took part on each occasion

3) The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.

Answer

	Year
	Service provider 
	(1)

Service
	(2)

Group/
individual
	(3)

No. employees
	(4)

Total hours
	(5) & (6)

Total Amount
	(7)

Location

	2002–2003
	Australian Public Service Commission 
	Leadership – People Management
	Group based training
	10
	140
	$16,103
	Canberra

	
	Australian Public Service Commission
	Various Leadership programs
	Group based training.
	9
	95
	$15,922
	Canberra and Bowral

	2003–2004
	Australian Public Service Commission 
	Managing Through Change
	Group based training.
	20
	280
	$13,493
	Canberra

	
	Australian Public Service Commission
	Introduction to Management
	Group Based training.
	10
	70
	$3,280
	Canberra

	
	Australian Public Service Commission
	Introduction to Management for PSU staff PNG
	Group based training.
	15
	315
	$8,211
	PNG

	
	Centre for Public Management
	Leadership and Emotional Intelligence
	Group based training.
	1
	21
	$2,245
	Bowral

	
	Australian Public Service Commission
	Leadership Management for Posted Staff
	Group based training.
	12
	84
	$4,350
	Brisbane

	2004–2005
	Centre for Public Management
	Management and Leadership Skills
	Group based training
	6
	154
	$18,130
	Bowral

	
	Australian Public Service Commission
	Management and Leadership Skills
	Group based training
	15
	189
	$12,820
	Canberra

	
	Link Pty Ltd
	Leadership Skills
	Group based training
	2
	14
	$1,590
	Canberra

	
	Coach School – via APSC
	Executive coaching
	One on one coaching
	4
	50

(estimate)
	$9,398
	Canberra

	2005–2006
	Australian Graduate School of Management (AGSM)
	Senior Management Development Program
	Group based training
	1
	70
	$8,250
	Sydney

	
	Australian Public Service Commission
	Various leadership programs
	Group based training
	5
	70
	$5,505
	Canberra

	
	Centre for Public Management
	Management and Leadership Programs
	Group based training
	8
	222
	$26,590
	Bowral

	
	Australian Institute of Management
	Leadership
	Group based training
	1
	21
	$1,100
	Canberra

	
	Yellow Edge –via APSC
Coach School 
Global Learning–via APSC

The Executive Coach
Beyond Success

Intellumen
	Executive Coaching
	One on One coaching
	13
	220 (estimate)
	$32,953
	Canberra

Port Moresby and Jakarta (by telephone)


Topic: Pacific Technical College

Question 50
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Carr asked in writing
References www.ausaid.gov.au/budget06/ budget_2006_07.html#456

2006 White Paper on Australia’s foreign aid program, Australian Aid: promoting Growth and Stability p. 39.
(a)
Is the proposed Australia-Pacific Technical College to be an administered item under the AusAID budget?

Answer: Yes.

(b)
Will other departments or agencies have a role in the administration of the proposed college? Which departments and/or agencies?

Answer

Australian Government departments/agencies will not administer the Australia-Pacific Technical College. While governance arrangements are still to be finalised, it is expected that the college headquarters will administer the college, in partnership with Australian Registered Training Organisations. These organisations will be contracted under the aid program, with contractual arrangements managed by AusAID.
(c)
Please provide details of the process under way for the planning the establishment of this college, the steps already taken and the timeline for the opening of the college.

Answer

An initial study has provided recommendations on the college’s proposed sectoral focus and operational model. A detailed design exercise for the college is currently underway. Design of the headquarters and schools will be carried out by an AusAID–lead team of accredited Registered Training Organisations. By October, it is expected that design teams will have recommended the location of training sites, training partners, student numbers, governance arrangements and costs. At this stage it is anticipated that the college will commence operation in 2007.

(d)
Are you on track for completion of a detailed plan for the college prior to the Pacific Islands Forum in late 2006, as the White Paper promises? When is the Forum? Will the plan be presented to the Forum?

Answer

Yes. The Pacific Islands Forum is scheduled to be held in Tonga, 24–26 October 2006. 

(e)
Has an Interdepartmental Committee (IDC) been established? Will an IDC be established? When? Which agencies will be involved?

(f)
Which agencies of the Australian Government have already been consulted? Which will be consulted?

Answer to e) and f)

Yes. An IDC was established on 16 November 2005. This has served as the vehicle for AusAID consultations with  the Departments of Education, Science and Training; Employment and Workplace Relations; Immigration and Multicultural Affairs; Treasury; Finance; Foreign Affairs and Trade; and Prime Minister and Cabinet.

(g)
At what stage are discussions with foreign governments over the proposal? Which governments have been consulted, or will be consulted?  Which agency is conducting these discussions?

(h)
What has been the response of each of the governments so far consulted?

Answer to g) and h)

Through AusAID and Australia’s overseas diplomatic missions, all Pacific island governments have been consulted in the design of the proposed college. Regional governments have expressed strong support for the college initiative and process. 

Question 51
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Carr asked in writing
Reference: White Paper p.39
(a)
Can you explain what form the “partnerships with Australian and Pacific industry associations, firms, private providers and education institutions” will take in the planning and operation of the proposed Australia-Pacific Technical College?

Answer

The detailed design of the college will involve consultation with Australian and Pacific industry associations, firms, private providers and education institutions in order to build training partnerships to ensure training is relevant and addresses industry needs to deliver ‘work ready’ graduates. 

(b)
Which private providers and education institutions will be involved? Which have so far been approached? What has been the outcome of discussions with these providers and institutions?

Answer

The detailed design of the college will identify potential partnerships with a range of private providers and public education institutions. 

(c)
What considerations have led the Australian Government to identify “automotive, electrical, health and community services, manufacturing, hospitality and tourism and construction fields” as the initial priorities for the college?

Answer

Based on qualitative and quantitative analysis to date, selection of these sectors represents areas of priority Pacific and Australian labour market demand, as well as providing training and employment opportunities for both males and females.  
(d)
Are there skill shortages in these fields in Pacific island countries? Please provide details of the research commissioned or used to identify these areas as priorities for Pacific countries. Please provide details of identified skill shortages in the following countries:

i.
Papua New Guinea;

ii.
Solomon Islands;

iii.
Fiji;

iv.
Vanuatu;

v.
Tonga; and

vi.
Any other countries envisaged to be involved with the college.

Answer

Yes. There is little statistical data on labour markets available in the Pacific. Qualitative research commissioned from the University of the South Pacific has identified skills shortages in the automotive, construction, manufacturing, hospitality and tourism and health and community services sectors in developing Pacific island countries. 

(e)
What structures will be put in place to identify and monitor trends in skill requirements in Pacific island countries?
(f)
What will be the involvement of the governments of these countries in this process? Through which formal structures will they be involved or consulted?

Answer to e) and f)

The college headquarters and schools will ensure the continuing relevance of qualifications provided, for example through tracer studies of graduates and the use of advisory boards. The college’s proposed structure is flexible and easily able to accommodate changes in labour market demand. Governance arrangements for the college are yet to be determined but will ensure regional views are reflected in the ongoing development and operations of the college. 

Question 52
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Carr asked in writing
Reference: White Paper p. 39

(a)
How will the Australia-Pacific Technical College be financed? What will be Australia’s initial financial commitment, for establishment of the college, and its ongoing commitment for the college’s annual operation?

(b)
Will this funding come from the AusAID budget? Will it be new money? If not, what programs will the funds be transferred from?

Answer to a) and b)

The Australia-Pacific Technical College will be funded from AusAID appropriations. Detailed costings are yet to be determined, subject to detailed design work. 

(c)
What is the expected financial contribution of other national governments? In the case of each relevant foreign government, what discussions have taken place about financing the college? What have been the outcomes in each instance?

Answer

AusAID has commenced preliminary discussions with other national governments regarding possible contributions to the college. Possible contributions from those governments may include financial assistance, as well as land, national scholarships assistance; resources or accommodation from existing institutions; and/or support with developing links between the college and industry or existing institutions. 

(d)
Student financing: What structures and plans are under consideration in the area of student financing for students attending this college?

(e)
Will a detailed plan for a dedicated student financing scheme be sought? Which governments and agencies will be involved in developing this plan? What discussions have already taken place with foreign governments about student financing associated with the college, and what have been the outcomes of those discussions?

Answer to d) and e)

Student financing arrangements for the college will be determined as part of the detailed design process. 

Question 53
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Carr asked in writing
Reference: White Paper p. 39

(a)
Where will the Australia–Pacific Technical College be located? How many campuses will it have? Will each campus offer the full range of programs? If not, on what basis will the offerings for each campus be determined?

Answer

The location of various elements of Australia–Pacific Technical College will be determined in the detailed design process. The college is expected to be based on a number of linked training centres, rather than a traditional campus model. 

(b)
Is it planned to contract out some or all of the functions of the college to existing providers, institutions and/or companies? Which functions? Will these be Australian providers or companies?  Will a process of open competitive tendering be adopted? If not, what process will be adopted, and why?

Answer

Yes. An open tender process has recently been finalised to determine the design teams for the college schools. All design teams represent Australian Registered Training Organisations (RTOs). Subject to performance in the design phase, it is expected the same RTOs will deliver the college programs. 

(c)
Is it planned to contract out some or all of the functions of the college to foreign governments? Which functions?

Answer

The detailed design process will determine governance and operational arrangements for the college.
Question 54
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Carr asked in writing
Reference: White Paper p. 39

(a)
To what extent will the training offered by the Australia–Pacific Technical College be aimed at areas of skill shortage in Australia?

Answer

In his press release of 26 October 2005, the Prime Minister stated that, through delivering Australian qualifications, the Australia-Pacific Technical College will enable much greater labour mobility of skilled and semi-skilled workers between the Pacific and Australia (and other developed economies). Therefore, training programs to be offered by the college are intended to be focussed on areas of high skills demand in both Pacific and Australian labour markets. Pacific island economies will then benefit from a larger, better skilled workforce to support economic growth; and graduates will benefit from portable qualifications and improved employment opportunities domestically as well as in an increasingly international market for skilled labour.

(b)
Will DEWR be consulted about priority areas for training provided by the college? Will the list of identified areas of skill shortage that apply to the General Skilled Migration Program be used to identify priorities for the college’s programs of study? If not, what listing will be used?

Answer

The college study has been informed by information from the Department of Employment and Workplace Relations on priority areas for training. The list of identified areas of skill shortage that apply to the General Skilled Migration Program has been used to identify areas of Australian labour market demand.

(c)
What proportion of the graduating trainees of the college is it intended or forecast will come to Australia to work?

Answer

No such forecasts have been made. The primary objective of the college is to contribute to the development of a skilled and competitive Pacific workforce. This will enable graduates to work more productively in their local labour market. Portable qualifications will also facilitate, but not guarantee, migration to Australia or other overseas labour markets on a permanent or temporary basis, should graduates seek this option. 

(d)
What visa arrangements will apply to these graduates? Is it intended that they will enter Australia on visa subclass 457, under employer sponsor arrangements? If not, how will these graduates normally enter Australia?  Will these graduates be eligible to apply for Permanent Residency?  Will any special criteria apply to them? Will these graduates enjoy priority or favourable treatment in terms of Permanent Residency requirements? Please provide details.

Answer

Graduates from the college who receive Australian qualifications will be eligible to apply for migration to Australia under the range of existing skilled migration arrangements. No changes to the Australian migration regime are envisaged.

Topic: Health 

Question 55
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Webber asked in writing

(a)
Can AusAID explain how the three per cent gain in expenditure on reproductive health will achieve the planned outcomes in the face of a four per cent decrease in programs addressing STD control (including HIV/AIDS)?
Answer

There is a percentage change between the estimated 2005–06 and 2006–07 expenditure however, there is no real decrease in funds for STD control including HIV/AIDS. Funding amounts for 2006–07 are estimates. Funding for STD control, HIV/AIDS, reproductive health, family planning and population policy has increased from an estimated $106 million in 2005–06 to an estimated $110 million in 2006–07.

(b)
Does this change represent a shift in activities away from HIV/AIDS and other STDs—or has funding for large multilaterals like the Global Fund been reduced in the Budget?

Answer

There is no shift away from HIV/AIDS and other STDs. Funding for multilaterals has not been reduced.

(c)
What increases are proposed in funding for UNFPA over the short to medium term?

Answer

Australia’s core funding to UNFPA will be increased from $4 million in 2005–06 to $4.5 million in 2006–07.

Senator Webber asked in writing and Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 84
(d)
In 2005–06 the World Health Organisation has scaled back their worldwide Sexual and Reproductive Health program, representing a loss of about US$550 million per year. Has the Australian Government lodged any protest with the WHO about this issue?
Answer

The World Health Organization’s (WHO) program budgets are approved targets only. The WHO has advised there has been a scaling back of the Sexual and Reproductive Health Program due to a funding shortfall of US$17 million in 2004–05. It is common for there to be a shortfall between the target budget for the program, and the funding obtained through core and extra-budgetary funds. The Australian Government has not provided any comment to the WHO about this issue.
Question 56

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Payne asked Hansard FAD&T page 52


Please provide information about the HIV/AIDS Asia-Pacific Business Coalition’s program of activity.

Answer

The board meeting of the Asia-Pacific Business Coalition on HIV/AIDS is expected to approve a constitution, business model and program of activities.
Question 57

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 67

Can you provide information on a major study that AusAID funded on looking at AIDS across East Timor, Indonesia and PNG?

Answer

The synopsis report can be found at:

http://www.ausaid.gov.au/hottopics/hivaids/pdfs/hivaids_synopsis.pdf
Question 58

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 84

Can AusAID provide the dollar percentage increase in the areas of:

i.
STD control, 

ii.
HIV/AIDS, 

iii.
Reproductive health, 

iv.
Family planning and 

v.
Population policy

Answer

Funding for STD control, HIV/AIDS, reproductive health, family planning and population policy has increased from an estimated $106 million in 2005-06 to an estimated $110 million in 2006–07. Currently, the five categories listed in the question are covered by only one statistical funding code for reporting to the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC). At present, AusAID does not collect expenditure information based on the five separate categories listed in the question. However, at our instigation, the DAC has asked DAC members to consider a separate reporting code for HIV/AIDS.
Question 59

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 84
(a)
What are the fluctuations of WHO funding for sexual and reproductive health program over the last two or three financial years?

Answer

According to the WHO, the original biennium program budgets for Reproductive Health were increased from US$67.1 million in 2004–2005 to US$ 76.7 million in 2006‑2007 (UN agencies financial years operate on calendar years).  
(b)
If it is the case that donors may have transfer moneys to somewhere else, has Australia expressed a view or care about that?

Answer: No.  Donors determine their own funding priorities. 
Topic: Country assistance strategies

Question 60
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Webber asked in writing

(a)

What is the process to ensure that our Country Assistance Strategies aligned with country owned strategies like the Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers?

Answer

Australia’s aid program responds to the needs and priorities of its developing country partners and national development plans, such as Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers where they exist, are a key starting point for Australia’s country aid strategies.

(b)

On what themes does Australia support the multilaterals such as the World Bank etc and are these in line with AusAID’s Country Assistance Strategies?

Answer

Australia supports the core multilateral agencies that play crucial global roles, such as the World Bank and WHO.  Beyond that, the level and area of support for multilateral agencies is based on their relevance to the priorities of the White Paper and country strategies, their focus on the Asia Pacific region, and their continued effective performance within the region. 
(c)
How are these multilateral allocations DAC coded if AusAID follows the “primary purpose” criteria?

Answer

Core contributions to multilateral organisations are coded depending on their area of focus, eg WHO under health, or multi-sector in the case of IDA (World Bank). 
Topic: Philippines 

Question 61
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Webber asked in writing

Will support for family planning activities in the Philippines be scaled up significantly, particularly through UNFPA in line with the White Papers intensification of development efforts in the Philippines?
Answer

AusAID is developing a new country strategy for Australia’s intensified development efforts in the Philippines.  The components of the strategy have not yet been identified, nor have they yet been discussed with the Government of the Philippines.
Topic: HIPC
Question 62

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Heffernan asked Hansard FAD&T page 27 & 28

Could AusAID make available copies of the World Bank’s two reviews of the HIPC initiative?

Answer

A copy of Debt Relief for the Poorest: An OED Review of the HIPC Initiative (2003) can be located at http://siteresources.worldbank.org/IDA/Resources/HIPC_OED_review.pdf
A copy of Debt Relief for the Poorest: An Evaluation Update of the HIPC Initiative can be located at http://www.worldbank.org/ieg/hipc/docs/hipc_update_evaluation.pdf
Topic: Other government departments 
Question 63

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Hogg asked Hansard FAD&T pages 44 & 88

Please provide a breakdown of other government departments’ ODA contributions for the past financial year?

Answer:
	Major Partner
Countries / Regions
	Estimate ($m)
	

	
	Expenses1
	

	
	2005-06
	2006-07
	 
	

	
	
	Expected
	
	Budget
	 
	

	
	
	Outcome
	
	Estimate
	 
	

	PAPUA NEW GUINEA & PACIFIC
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Papua New Guinea
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	321.3
	
	327.1
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	0.7
	
	1.7
	 
	

	AFP
	
	0.6
	
	3.3
	 
	

	Other
	
	1.7
	
	 
	 
	

	Total Papua New Guinea
	
	324.3
	
	332.2
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Solomon Islands
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	106.5
	
	107.4
	 
	

	AFP
	
	127.3
	
	112.3
	 
	

	Defence
	
	1.7
	
	1.7
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	
	
	0.3
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.2
	
	1.3
	 
	

	Total Solomon Islands 
	
	235.7
	
	223.0
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Vanuatu
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	29.8
	
	32.7
	 
	

	AFP
	
	0.7
	
	0.5
	 
	

	Defence
	
	1.2
	
	1.2
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	0.4
	
	0.3
	 
	

	Total Vanuatu
	
	32.1
	
	34.7
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Fiji
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	27.2
	
	33.0
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	0.3
	
	0.6
	 
	

	AFP
	
	1.2
	
	0.2
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.8
	
	 
	 
	

	Total Fiji
	
	29.5
	
	33.8
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Samoa
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	18.1
	
	19.2
	 
	

	Defence
	
	2.4
	
	2.4
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.5
	
	0.4
	 
	

	Total Samoa
	
	21.0
	
	22.0
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Tonga
	
	13.0
	
	13.4
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Kiribati
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	11.7
	
	12.6
	 
	

	Defence
	
	0.4
	
	0.4
	 
	

	Total Kiribati
	
	12.1
	
	13.0
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Regional Pacific
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	79.4
	
	90.2
	 
	

	AFP
	
	0.9
	
	1.2
	 
	

	Defence
	
	2.4
	
	2.4
	 
	

	Other
	
	3.8
	
	0.6
	 
	

	Total Regional Pacific
	
	86.5
	
	94.4
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Total PNG & Pacific
	 
	754.2
	 
	766.5
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EAST ASIA
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Indonesia
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Indonesia (AIPRD)
	
	94.1
	
	178.4
	 
	

	Other AusAID
	
	145.0
	
	160.7
	 
	

	AFP
	
	4.5
	
	2.4
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	1.9
	
	2.3
	 
	

	DFAT
	
	0.4
	
	0.6
	 
	

	Defence
	
	5.6
	
	 
	 
	

	Other
	
	3.6
	
	 
	 
	

	Total Indonesia
	
	255.0
	
	344.4
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Vietnam
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	73.6
	
	80.6
	 
	

	AFP
	
	0.9
	
	0.6
	 
	

	Other
	
	1.7
	
	0.3
	 
	

	Total Vietnam
	
	76.2
	
	81.5
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Philippines
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	62.9
	
	68.5
	 
	

	AFP
	
	0.5
	
	0.3
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.3
	
	 
	 
	

	Total Philipines
	
	63.6
	
	68.8
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	China
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	45.2
	
	40.3
	 
	

	AFP
	
	0.6
	
	0.3
	 
	

	Other
	
	1.0
	
	1.1
	 
	

	Total China
	
	46.8
	
	41.7
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Cambodia
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	40.5
	
	47.4
	 
	

	AFP
	
	1.2
	
	1.1
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.7
	
	 
	 
	

	Total Cambodia
	
	42.4
	
	48.5
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	East Timor
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	35.2
	
	38.4
	 
	

	AFP
	
	6.7
	
	4.8
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	0.7
	
	0.2
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.9
	
	0.2
	 
	

	Total East Timor
	
	43.5
	
	43.6
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Laos
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	18.1
	
	21.9
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	0.3
	
	0.1
	 
	

	Total Laos
	
	18.4
	
	21.9
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Thailand
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	5.4
	
	3.3
	 
	

	AFP
	
	1.3
	
	1.8
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	0.3
	
	 
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.7
	
	0.2
	 
	

	Total Thailand
	
	7.7
	
	5.3
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Regional East Asia
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	32.1
	
	54.5
	 
	

	AFP
	
	2.9
	
	2.0
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	1.0
	
	 
	 
	

	Other
	
	3.4
	
	1.3
	 
	

	Regional East Asia
	
	39.4
	
	57.8
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Total East Asia
	 
	592.9
	 
	713.4
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SOUTH ASIA, AFRICA & OTHER
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Bangladesh
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	32.2
	
	36.3
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	0.2
	
	 
	 
	

	Total Bangladesh
	
	32.4
	
	36.3
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Sri Lanka
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	23
	
	29.9
	 
	

	Other
	
	2.2
	
	1.1
	 
	

	Total Sri Lanka
	
	25.2
	
	31.0
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	India
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	9.4
	
	9.7
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.6
	
	0.1
	 
	

	Total India
	
	10.0
	
	9.8
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Regional South Asia
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	68.2
	
	46.7
	 
	

	AFP
	
	0.4
	
	0.3
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	0.3
	
	0.3
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.1
	
	 
	 
	

	Regional South Asia
	
	68.9
	
	47.3
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Africa
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	66.4
	
	72.6
	 
	

	DFAT
	
	11.8
	
	9.3
	 
	

	Other
	
	4.3
	
	0.2
	 
	

	Total Africa
	
	82.5
	
	82.1
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Middle East and Central Asia
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	AusAID
	
	58.0
	
	65.4
	 
	

	DFAT (Iraq debt)
	
	334.1
	
	334.1
	 
	

	DIMA
	
	3.4
	
	6.0
	 
	

	Defence
	
	2.3
	
	2.1
	 
	

	AFP
	
	0.8
	
	0.5
	 
	

	Other
	
	0.8
	
	0.4
	 
	

	Total Middle East and Central Asia
	
	399.4
	
	408.5
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Total South Asia, Africa & Other
	 
	618.4
	 
	614.9
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Other Government Departments
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	(not attributed to country/region)
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	DIMA2
	
	144.0
	
	144.0
	 
	

	DFAT
	
	9.8
	
	6.4
	 
	

	Defence
	
	16.0
	
	11.0
	 
	

	AFP
	
	2.8
	
	2.3
	 
	

	AFFA
	
	7.0
	
	5.8
	 
	

	Health
	
	7.4
	
	4.3
	 
	

	Treasury
	
	2.7
	
	2.7
	 
	

	DEST
	
	
	
	15.0
	 
	

	Other
	
	15.3
	
	11.3
	 
	

	Total Other Government Departments
(not attributed to country/region)
	
	205.0
	
	202.8
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Core contributions to multilateral
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	organisations, other ODA
	
	480.4
	
	653.2
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Reconciliation of expenses to cash
	
	-10.1
	
	-4.5
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Total ODA (cash)
	
	2640.9
	
	2946.3
	 
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	ODA at constant 2005-06 prices
	
	2640.9
	
	2877.3
	 
	

	Real change over previous year (%)
	
	15.0%
	
	9.0%
	 
	

	ODA/GNI Ratio (%)
	
	0.29
	
	0.30
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Notes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Breakup showing ODA estimates by other government departments (OGDs) only represents funding appropriated directly to that Department, not AusAID funded activities implemented by OGDs.

	2. DIMA unallocated includes:
	
	($m)
	
	($m)
	
	

	  Support to Refugees first 12 months in Australia
	107.7
	
	112.8
	
	

	  Offshore mangement of unauthorised arrivals
	
	31.5
	
	21.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Governance Capacity Building
	
	4.1
	
	5.8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Question 64

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 66

(a)
References page xi of the Budget blue book.  Can AusAID provide a breakdown of funding for other government departments?

Answer: Please refer to the table provided in response to Question 63.
(b)
References to Tables 1 and 2 in the Blue Book.  Please provide breakdown of the $202.8 million and of the $707.8 million?
Answer: Please refer to the table provided in response to Question 63.
Question 65

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

What was the breakdown by Department and program of ‘Other Government Departments (not attributed to country/region)’ stated at $173.2 million?
Answer

This question was asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as Question 6(a). The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page 89 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Question 66
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

In Table 2 the Australia’s overseas aid program Blue Book (10 May 2005) (page xvi)

(a)
Why was the Budget figure for Other Government Departments $432.1 million and the expected outcome $491.9 million?

(b)
What were the line items and values of the cost overruns in relation to the above?
Answer to a) and b)

These questions were asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as Question 6d) and 6e). The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page 89 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Question 67
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
What was the breakdown of Other Government Departments expected 2004–05 figure $491.9 million by department and program/costing?
Answer

This question was asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as Question 6f). The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page 89 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Question 68
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
What is the breakdown by department and program of the line item Other Government Departments $563.9 from the 2005-06 budget figure? 

Answer

This question was asked in writing by Senator Hogg and Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as Question 6b). The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page 86 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Topic: East Timor
Question 69

Outcome 1: Output 1.2
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 57
Were there some instances of Timorese police coming into Australia to receive police training?

Answer: Yes.

Question 70

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 58
There has been some reporting about Australia refusing to allow aid funds for the development and maintenance of grain silos.  Is that accurate or not?

Answer

AusAID is unaware of any current or recent requests from the Government of East Timor for funding relating to grain silos in the previous two years.

Question 71

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 58
Is that accurate that the current Timorese Government has reduced their rice import dependence from two-thirds to one-third of domestic consumption?
Answer: No.
Question 72

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Brown asked Hansard FAD&T page 60
(a)
Has there been any investment in solar installations in East Timor by Australia?
Answer

Australia is not directly involved in the energy sector in East Timor. Some small scale solar installations were constructed under the AusAID Community Water Supply and Sanitation Project (which finished in April 2006) associated with village-level water installations.
(b)
Could AusAID provide indication of the reasons as to why there has been or has not been investment in solar installations in East Timor by Australia?
Answer

Australia’s aid program is focussed on governance, security, water supply, health and livelihoods. Australia is a contributor to the Trust Fund for East Timor (TFET) and, through this, has had some indirect involvement in funding programs in the energy sector. Aside from TFET, development of East Timor’s energy sector is covered by donors other than Australia. 

Question 73

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Brown asked Hansard FAD&T page 60
(a)
Are there any location proposals for hydro development in East Timor?

Answer

AusAID understands from information available from the Government of East Timor that there is a major hydroelectricity development proposed for Lake Ira Lalaro in Lautem district. 

(b)
Please provide further detail on mini–hydro schemes operating in East Timor?

Answer
Further information about plans for mini-hydro schemes may be sourced from the Government of East Timor’s Sector Investment Plan for Power - Project Information sheets, available at: http://www.mopf.gov.tp/tldpm/RDTL%20Planning%20Documents%20and%20Publications/SIP%202005/PROJECT%20INFORMATION%20SHEETS/POWER.pdf
Question 74

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 60
How much is included in the aid program for East Timor for health and education respectively?

Answer

The Australian aid program spent an estimated $5.4 million in the health sector in East Timor in 2005-06. AusAID expects to spend $10.2 million on the health sector in 2006–07 assuming the Government of East Timor Health Sector Support program is able to commence this financial year.

Australia is not a major donor in the education sector in East Timor, although some Australian aid program funding is targeted towards the provision scholarships. $2.4 million was spent on tertiary education in 2005–06 through Australian Development Scholarships (ADS) and the Eduka scholarship scheme. $2.5 million is expected to be spent on tertiary education in 2006–07 through ADS.

Question 75

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 60
What is the rate of illiteracy in East Timor?

Answer

The 2006 UNDP Report The path out of poverty: integrated rural development states that “Based on the 2004 Census, the adult literacy rate was only 50.1%—56.3% for males and 43.9% for females.” Source: http://www.undp.org.tl/undp/for_download/NHDR2006/TL-2006-Final.pdf (page 9).

Question 76

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 61

How much funding does Portugal provide to East Timor for education a year?

Answer

In 2003, Portugal disbursed US$5.13 million for the purpose of developing in-service teacher training. A further US$5.4 million was disbursed in 2004 and US$5.72 million was committed for 2005. 

Question 77

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 61

What is the donor group’s plan for education for East Timor?

Answer

The Ministry of Education and Culture (MoEC) has finalised a Strategic Plan for Universal Primary Education Completion (SP–UPC) for implementation by 2015. Development partners active in primary education have endorsed the plan and worked with MoEC in the development of implementation plans. The SP–UPC provides the framework which integrates government and development partners’ programs in the sub-sector. MoEC is expected to develop sub–sector strategies for secondary and tertiary level education with the support of development partners. 

Question 78

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Allison asked Hansard FAD&T page 61

Can AusAID provide copies of the World Bank’s reports on the assessment of the needs in both education and health in East Timor.

Answer

World Bank publications outlining needs assessments in the education sector in East Timor include: 

Timor Leste Education: the way forward (December 2003), available at: http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTTIMORLESTE/Resources/The_way_forward.pdf
Timor-Leste – Education since independence from reconstruction to sustainable improvement (December 2004), available at:
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/IW3P/IB/2005/01/04/000160016_20050104120709/Rendered/PDF/297840PAPER0TP1INEPENDENCE01public1.pdf
Topic: Nauru

Question 79

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Hogg asked Hansard FAD&T page 64

When does the current MOU with Nauru run out?
Answer: The current MOU with Nauru ends on 30 June 2007.

Question 80

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 64

References page 37 of the blue book.  Can AusAID provide more detail of the components of the program?

Answer

Australian assistance for Nauru in 2005-06 under MOU IV covers the following areas: 
· Aid coordination and development planning

· Economic development and reform and public sector management

· Food Security 

· Education 

· Health Care

· Infrastructure reform (utilities)

· Water Security

· Capacity building in the Department of Justice

· Logistics and support for Australian in-line officials

· Police training and infrastructure development program.

Priorities for assistance in 2006–07 are subject to discussions to be held with the Government of Nauru. 
Question 81

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 64

Please provide more details about the ongoing planning in relation to power needs of Nauru?

Answer

Australia is currently working with the Government of Nauru and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to develop a long term strategy for reform of the management and delivery of power and water services for Nauru with the aim of strengthening utilities’ commercial viability. Assistance is also being provided for repair and maintenance of equipment at the power station and for limited provision of diesel fuel for generators.

Question 82

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 65

(a)
Please provide a breakdown of the $4.8 million Nauru additional in table 4 in the blue book?

(b)
Please clarify as to whether $3 million or $4 million is additional funding for Nauru and whether it relates to the Pacific solution?

Answer to (a) and (b)

As stated in note 2 to Table 4 (page 78) this figure does not include Nauru additional funding. Of the $4.8 million ODA reported, $4.6 million is appropriated to AusAID and $0.2 million represents ODA eligible expenditure by DIMA.

AusAID appropriated funding includes:

· $3.2 million in payments under the Nauru Australia Compact of Settlement (NACOS) in accordance with the Rehabilitation and Development Cooperation Agreement (RADCA) signed by Australia and Nauru in 1994;

· approximately $600,000 under the Australian Regional Development Scholarships Scheme (ARDS); and

· approximately $700,000 under regional aid programs.

Question 83

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 66

(a)
Can AusAID provide the timetable for the current negotiation of the annual funding arrangements with Nauru?

(b)
What is the current status of the negotiation?

Answer to (a) and (b) 

Negotiations on 2006–07 funding support under the current MOU are scheduled for September 2006. 

Topic: Niue

Question 84

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Brown asked Hansard FAD&T page 71

(a)
Has AusAID been consulted or does it have any information on a Malaysian logging company moving in with claw bulldozers to work in the forests of Niue?

Answer

The Australian High Commission Wellington has been advised by the New Zealand government, which has representation in Niue, that a logging joint venture contract was signed by the Government of Niue with a Malaysian logging company (Enrich Corporation Ltd). It is not clear that any logging has commenced. 
New Zealand's International Aid and Development Agency provides funding to Niue of $NZD8 million a year. As part of their ongoing assistance to Niue, Landcare NZ developed a forestry code of conduct which New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade is keen to see observed. AusAID has not been consulted in relation to any proposed logging actually in Niue.

(b)
Do you know whether any alternatives like local pit sawmills and so on have been offered or discussed with Niue to keep the indigenous people in control of their forests instead of another Malaysian putsch on the forests?

Answer

Niue and New Zealand are exploring ways New Zealand can offer expertise and assistance on sustainable logging and forestry management should this venture proceed. 
Topic: Global Food Reserves

Question 85

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Brown asked Hansard FAD&T page 71

(a)
Have you got information on the relationship and the trend between global food store reserves and global food requirements for the human population?

Answer: No, AusAID does not monitor global food store reserves.
(b)
What is the diversion to/or use of food as biofuel production?

Answer: N/A 
(c)
What is the trend in world food reserves because of raised oil prices?

Answer: Mechanised production costs and transport costs for final products have risen. 
(d)
What is AusAID’s position on that trend of diverting food to biofuel production and where might it take us? 

Answer

As a general principle, we would be concerned to see food security compromised from any source.

Topic: Energy

Question 86
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to energy projects funded through the aid program in 2004–05 and 2005–06:

(a)
What is the total funding to energy projects through the Australian aid program in the above fiscal years?

(b)
What are these projects and what cost are they to be delivered at?
Answer to (a) and (b)
The table below provides a breakdown of actual expenses in 2004–05 and estimated expenses in 2005–06. The figures for 2004–05 vary to those provided by AusAID last year due in part to the estimate nature of that response.

[image: image1.emf]Australia's Official Development Assistance (ODA)

Energy sector projects,  2004/05  and 2005-06

2004-05 2005-06

Activity Expense Expense

A.  Energy activities (general)

($A) (A)

 (Not allocable by type of energy source)

Tonga Ha'apai Development Fund 42,826 0

Pacific UnallocatedWorld Bank Sydney Office 55,845 unknown

Samoa Power Sector Development Project 0 460,000

Niue Power Station Fire Response 0 20,000

PNG Gabrami Community Development 2,048 0

PNG Paruparu Education Centre Water and Hydro 31,068

Philippines

Training and Mentorship Program for Endergy 

Regulators

151,680 0

East Asia AAECP III: Energy Policy & Syst Analysis 754,125 1,018,023

Iraq

Procurement Services for the Electricity Sector 

Reconstruction Program

800,000 0

Kenya Africa Small Activities Scheme (SAS) -  

Electrical transmission/distribution

19,764 0

Sub-total 1,857,356 1,498,023

B.  Energy activities (renewable energy sources)

PNG Solar Power (St John Waseta Parish 6,069 0

PNG Paruparu Village Mini Hydro 34,104 0

PNG Faseu Ruang Mini Hydro 14,615 0

Vietnam Small Activities Scheme (Use of biomass) 32,277 unknown

Sub-total 87,065 0

C.  Energy activities (non-renewable energy sources)

Nauru Support to oil-fired power 3,618,000 6,300,000

Tonga Ha'apai Electrification Project (Oil-fired power 

plants)

58,953 969

Kiribati Strengthen Public Utilities Board 15,968 0

Solomon Islands Repaair Infrastructure and Strengthen 

Operational Capability

2,431,436 194,787

Philippines IAEA Australia Nat. Safeguards Training 62,333 62,333

Thailand IAEA Australia Nat. Safeguards Training 62,333 62,333

Vietnam IAEA Australia Nat. Safeguards Training 62,352 62,352

World Unallocated Support to IAEA 2,000,000 2,000,000

World Unallocated IAEA Fellowships 830,500 0

Sub-total 9,141,875 8,682,774

TOTAL:  ALL ENERGY AID ACTIVITIES

11,086,296 10,180,797


Question 87
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to energy projects funded through the aid program in 2004–05 and 2005–06:

(a)
What is the total funding of energy projects through the aid program that are considered ‘renewable energy’ and
(b)
What are these projects?
Answer to (a) and (b)
See answer to Question 86. 
Question 88
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to energy projects funded through the aid program in 2004–05 and 2005–06:

(a)
What is the total funding of energy projects through the Australian aid program that are considered ‘non–renewable’ and 
(b)
What are these projects?
Answer: See answer to Question 86. 
Question 89
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
In regard to energy projects funded through the aid program in 2004–05 and 2005–06:

Is there any possibility of re-invigorating the $13 million heavy water project to North Korea that enabled that country to transfer to nuclear funded power that was funded through the Australian aid program until 2001?
Answer

This question was asked in writing by Senator Nettle during Budget estimates 2005–06 as Question 30 (d). The answers provided by AusAID can be found on page 44 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Question 90
Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing
Is there an understanding in the Australian aid program of the link between energy provision and the alleviation of poverty? If so what is that understanding?

Answer

This question was asked in writing by Senator Hogg and Senator Nettle during Budget Estimates 2005-06 as Question 30 (e). The answers provided by AusAID can be found on p.123 at: 

www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/FADT_CTTE/estimates/bud_0506/fat/ans_ausaid_jun05.pdf
Topic: Climate change

Question 91

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Brown asked Hansard FAD&T page 72

(a)
How many people are expected to be displaced in the South Pacific by mid century and end of century taking into account latest projections for sea levels, and temperature increases and so on?

(b)
What is the cost on the current cost of global warming to those South Pacific nations and what is the cost projected to become by end of century?

Answer: Reliable forecasts relating to these issues are not available.

Topic: DAC sector codes 

Question 92

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Hogg asked Hansard FAD&T page 86

(a)
Can AusAID supply us with the details of all the water and sanitation projects with each country, the DAC sector codes and the amount disbursed in 2005–06?

(b)
Can AusAID supply us with the details of all health projects with each country, the DAC sector codes and the amount disbursed in 2005–06?

(c)
Can AusAID supply us with the details of all the education projects with each country, the DAC sector codes and the amount disbursed in 2005–06?

Answer

AusAID is in the transitionary stage of upgrading its information management systems. During this period of transition the specific data requested is available only through significant and costly manual collection. However, it will be possible to provide this information shortly.
Question 93

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 48

What OECD Development Assistance Committee criteria does AusAID use to include debt reduction money as aid funds?

Answer

Official Development Assistance (ODA) eligibility is determined by the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) Guidelines. For expenditure to be classified as ODA it needs to be “administered with the promotion of the economic development and welfare of developing countries as its main objective”.

Where there is an agreement between a debtor and a creditor that an outstanding debt no longer needs to be repaid the DAC reports such debt forgiveness as ODA provided it occurs within the framework of a bilateral agreement and is implemented for the purpose of promoting the development or welfare of the recipient developing country. The agreement may be part of multilateral arrangement, e.g. under the Paris Club (an informal group of 19 of the world’s wealthiest nations—including Australia—which undertakes debt restructuring measures for bilateral official debt for countries that are struggling to repay their foreign debt). 

Topic: Palestine

Question 94

Outcome 1: Output 1.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FAD&T page 86

Can AusAID provide a breakdown of how the one-third of the $16.2 million that is not allocated to UNRWA is spent?

Answer

An estimated $1.19 million has been allocated to Non Government Organisations to continue implementation of projects under the Australia Middle East NGO Cooperation Program. Of this funding, $558,000 is allocated to CARE Australia; $317,916 to Austcare; and $317,209 to World Vision. AusAID is still to make programming and allocation decisions for the remainder of the 2006–07 budget.

Outcome 2

Topic: Australia Indonesia Partnership for Reconstruction and Development (AIPRD) 
Question 95

Outcome 2: Output 2.1
Senator Nettle asked Hansard FD&T page 68 and in writing

(a)
How much of the Australia-Indonesia Partnership for Reconstruction funding ($500 million grants and $500 million in concessional loans) has been spent as opposed to just allocated? 
Answer

This question was asked and answered during the 2006-07 Budget Estimates hearing of 30 May 2006 (Hansard FAD&T reference page 68)
(b)
Can you give me a breakdown of what that has been spent on and by whom? 
Answer

A breakdown of AIPRD to date expenditure is detailed below.  Total expenditure is approximately $116 million.  

Table 1: Expenditure to date

	AIPRD Activities
	Expenditure 

FY 04/05
	Expenditure 

FY 05/06
	Total expenditure 

to end June 06

	Reconstruction Activities in Aceh 
	5,922,443
	76,198,731
	82,121,174

	Reconstruction Assistance for Yogykarta 
	
	
	

	Australian Partnership Scholarships 
	119,055
	8,300,227
	8,419,282

	Government Partnership Funds
	
	4,169,227
	4,169,227

	Small-holder Agribusiness development
	
	11,689,939
	11,689,939

	Emergency Response and Preparedness, incl. assistance for Other Disasters
	1,814,404
	1,445,049
	3,259,453

	Junior Secondary Education 
	
	2,363,772
	2,363,772

	National Road Improvement 
	
	1,903,952
	1,903,952

	AIPRD Management Costs
	
	1,997,278
	1,997,278

	Total 
	7,855,902
	108,068,176
	115,924,078


Senator Nettle asked Hansard FD&T page 68 
(c)
Can you give me a detailed list of AIPRD’s expected disbursement profile through for the next five years including a list of the main commitments?
Answer

A detailed list of the forward estimate profile and commitments for AIPRD is as follows
Table 1:  Expected disbursement profile

	Allocations
	FY 2005
	FY 

2005/06 
	FY 2006/07
	FY 2007/08
	FY 2008/09
	FY 2009/10
	FY

2010-11 

	Grants

$500 + 

million
	$8 million
	$108 million
	$120

million
	$130 million
	$100 million
	$40 million
	

	Loans

$500 million


	
	
	$55 million
	$90 million
	$145 million
	$160 million
	$50 million



	Total
	$8 million
	$108 million
	$385 million
	$220 million
	$245 million
	$200 million
	$50 million


Table 2:  List of main commitments

	AIPRD Allocations
	Grants
	Loans

	Reconstruction Activities in Aceh 
	$181 million 
	

	Reconstruction Assistance for Yogyakarta 
	$30 million
	

	Australian Partnership Scholarships 
	$78 million
	

	Government Partnership Funds
	$50 million
	

	Small-holder Agribusiness development
	$25 million
	

	Emergency Response and Preparedness
	$10 million
	

	Assistance for Other Disasters
	$5 million
	

	Junior Secondary Education 
	$100 million 
	$200 million 

	National Road Improvement 
	$28 million 
	$300 million 

	Total
	$507 million*
	$500 million


* Allocations represent upper limits rather than final costings. For this reason total commitments exceed $1 billion.

Question 96

Outcome 2: Output 2.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

What is the monetary amount that has been dedicated specifically to Aceh (not elsewhere in Indonesia or for cross country programs)? 
Answer

The total commitment to date for relief and reconstruction efforts in Aceh and Sumatra is over $250 million. This total comprises of $181 million under AIPRD, $34.4 million in AusAID emergency funds and $37.4 million through the Australian Defence Force under Operation Sumatra Assist.
Question 97

Outcome 2: Output 2.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

(a)
Why has so little been spent in the tsunami affected areas? 

Answer

The AIPRD is supporting Indonesia's reconstruction and development efforts, both in and beyond areas affected by the Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami of 26 December 2004. While the AIPRD was developed in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean disaster, its aim is to assist Indonesia's broader efforts to raise living standards for its people through sustainable development and economic growth. 

Needs in Indonesia are significant where over 100 million people currently live on less than US$2 per day. In providing assistance to other parts of Indonesia, Australia recognises the need to improve growth and development across Indonesia. 
(b)
When do you expect the rest of the funding to be spent? 

Answer

The Australian Government has already spent around $150 million of the total $250 million committed to relief and reconstruction programs in Aceh. According to current estimates the majority of programs will be complete by December 2007.  

Question 98

Outcome 2: Output 2.2
Senator Nettle asked in writing

How does AusAID define “Eastern Indonesia”? 
Answer

AusAID defines “Eastern Indonesia” as seven provinces: East Java, South and Southeast Sulawesi, East Nusa Tenggara, West Nusa Tenggara, Papua, Maluku and North Maluku.
Question 99

Outcome 2: Output 2.2
Senator Nettle asked in writing

Can you provide a table or map outlining where the 2000km of roads funding will be spent? 

Answer

The Eastern Indonesia National Roads Improvement Project (EINRIP) is focused on Eastern Indonesia, and Kalimantan.  The location of civil works under EINRIP is still being determined.
Question 100

Outcome 2: Output 2.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

What component of the Australia-Indonesia Partnership for Reconstruction and Development (AIPRD) $1 billion has been dedicated at this stage (percentage and dollar amount) 

Answer

To date a total of up to $1.007 billion of the $1 billion has been committed. Please note that allocations represent upper limits rather than final costings and for this reason total commitments exceed $1 billion.  For further details please refer to question 95 (c), Table 2.

Question 101

Outcome 2: Output 2.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

(a)
At what stage is the project to reconstruct the Zainoel Abidin Hospital in Banda Aceh? 

Answer

Major restoration and refurbishment of damaged buildings at Zainoel Abidin Hospital, including the Emergency Ward is complete. Australia is also providing training/professional development for over 350 hospital staff, including 40 new doctors and 3,330 scholarships for nursing, midwifery and allied health courses and the placement of Australian pharmacy, medical, nursing and dental advisors in Aceh health system.
(b)
How much is the total allocation to this project? 

Answer

Total funding allocated to restore health infrastructure and services in Aceh is $32 million, of which $10 million has been allocated to the reconstruction and restoration of the Zainoel Abidin Hospital in Banda Aceh.  

(c)
What is the total amount disbursed for this project to date? 

Answer

The total expenditure on the Zainoel Abidin Hospital to date is approximately $7 million. 
(d)
What is the total list and value of the contracts for this project that have been allocated so far? 

Answer

The total amount allocated to the reconstruction and restoration of the Zainoel Abidin Hospital is $10 million. This amount has been allocated from several contracts. Refer to Table 1 below.

Table 1:  List of contracts relating to Zainoel Abidin Hospital restoration

	Activities
	Allocation
	Contract
	Comment

	Interim Assistance, including hospital procurement, support services and training
	2,000,000
	Interim Aceh Health Assistance 
	

	Hospital Services including hospital procurement, support services and training 
	3,000,000
	Health Assistance Rehabilitation Program in Aceh (HARAP)
	Total Contract value $14,437,268

	Hospital Infrastructure, including the Emergency Ward 
	5,000,000
	Aceh Rehabilitation Program Interim Support Construction Management 
	Total Contract value 

$17,617,430

	Hospital Engineering Advisory Services
	200,000
	Engineering Advisory Services
	

	Total
	10,200,000
	
	


Question 102

Outcome 2: Output 2.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

(a)
Where is the other $20 million of the $1 billion so far dedicated to Aceh being spent (apart from the Banda Aceh hospital)? 

(b)
What is the project breakdown? 

(c)
Have any of these projects been tendered? 

(d)
If so which ones and who has won those tenders 

Answer to a)–d) 

As described in the response to question 96, the total commitment to date for relief and reconstruction efforts in Aceh and Sumatra includes $181 million under AIPRD. Table 1 below responds to parts (b), (c) and (d) of the question.
Table 1: Aceh Rehabilitation Program—Project status

	Project
	Allocation
	Status

	Health Assistance Rehabilitation–Aceh Program (HARAP) 
	$15m
	Tendered  to JTAI 

	Education Rehabilitation in Aceh (ERA) Program


	$10m
	Tendered to

SAGRIC 



	Community and Education Program in Aceh (CEPA)
	$10m
	To be tendered 



	Local Governance Interim Program & Local Governance and Infrastructure for Communities in Aceh (LOGICA)
	$25m
	Tendered to ACIL, HKS, individual contractors and HAI 

	Aceh Research Support Facility
	$3m
	Under negotiation

	Emergency Relief Construction Management, Interim Construction Management Support, and Aceh Rehabilitation Program  Infrastructure Component (ARPIC)
	$55m*
	Tendered to GHD 



	Housing Assistance Program 


	$10m
	To be delivered by HKS and individual contractors under existing period contracts

	Economic Development, Rural Livelihoods and Mapping Assistance
	$40m
	To be delivered by ACIAR, UNDP, IFC, 

WFP and APOGEE (Phase 1)

	Technical Assistance Facility
	$3m
	To be tendered to individual contractors 

	Total
	$181m
	


Notes

* This comprises $17m for health infrastructure; $15m for local governance and community infrastructure; and $23m for education infrastructure.

Question 103

Outcome 2: Output 2.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

(a)
What Australian contractors have so far won tenders for any of the $1 billion AIPRD projects, if any? 

(b)
What is the value of these contracts by project and by contractor? 

Answer to (a) and (b)

Eligibility to tender for AIPRD funded work is limited to Australian, New Zealand and Indonesian firms.  Since June 2005, twelve major tenders valued at $281.9 million have been awarded under the grants program.  This is additional to a number of small value tenders which are not listed below.
Table 1: AIPRD Contracting
	Activity 
	Contract value (including imprest account)
	Successful tenderer

	Indonesian ADS Offshore Management Program
	$76,785,268
	IDP Education Australia

	Health Assistance Rehabilitation–Aceh Program (HARAP)
	$14,437,247 
	JTA International

	Education Rehabilitation in Aceh (ERA) Program
	$9,579,525 
	SAGRIC

	Aceh Province Emergency Relief: Construction Management 
	$2,000,000 
	GHD

	Aceh Rehabilitation Program: Interim Construction Management Support
	$17,617,430 
	GHD

	Local Governance and Infrastructure for Communities in Aceh (LOGICA)
	$21,811,178 
	Hassall Associates International

	Program Preparation Support Contractor (Design Support for Basic Education Program)
	$843,245 
	Melbourne Development International

	Aceh Rehabilitation Program: Infrastructure Component (ARPIC)
	$40,996,071 (includes $30,000,000 imprest account)
	GHD 

	Advisory Services–Roads
	$574,000
	Dr Hugh Brown

	Project Preparation Consultant (PPC) for the Eastern Indonesia National Road Improvement Project (EINRIP)
	 $7,956,666
	URS 

	Program Managing Contractor for Australia–Indonesia Basic Education Program (BEP)
	$88,318,727 (includes $73,000,000 trust account)
	Cardno–ACIL


Question 104

Outcome 2: Output 2.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

(a)
Have any Indonesian contractors won any of the contracts for the $1 billion AIPRD projects? 

(b)
What is the value of these contracts by project and by contractor? 

Answer to a) and b)
Yes. The total number of sub-contracts let to Indonesian sub–contractors under the Aceh Rehabilitation Program is 442, with a total value of $19,278,617. In addition, up to 500 Indonesian individuals are engaged under employment contracts. Refer to the table below for more details.

	Activity
	No. of sub-contracts*
	Total value

	Local Governance 
	10 sub-contracts
	25,370

	Education
	3 sub-contracts
	363,000 

	Health
	3 sub-contracts
	243,247 

	Construction
	160 sub-contracts
	7.7 million

	Procurement
	265 sub contracts
	10.85 million

	Housing
	1 sub-contract
	97,000

	Total
	442
	19,278,617


Question 105

Outcome 2: Output 2.1
Senator Nettle asked in writing

In regard to the $500 million loan component of the AIPRD: 

(a) Have any loans been given at this stage? 
Answer: No loan funds have been disbursed to date. 
(b)
What is the timeline and procedures for disseminating these loans? 

Answer

The first disbursement of loan funds is planned for mid to late August in line with the planned commencement of the Australia–Indonesia Basic Education Program (BEP), provided that conditions necessary for the BEP financing agreements to become effective have been met. The procedures for the disbursement of AIPRD loans are based on the latest procedures employed by the World Bank.
(c)
Will only Australian contractors be able to bid for projects funded under these loans? 

Answer

Eligibility to tender will be restricted to require tenderers to be an organisation carrying on business in Australia or New Zealand, or an Indonesian firm (an entity carrying on business in Indonesia, established in accordance with Indonesian laws and regulations, which, in the case of an incorporated company, has majority Indonesian local ownership/shareholding).
(d)
Will the loans only fund infrastructure projects? 

Answer

AIPRD loans will be used to finance the construction of schools, through the Basic Education Program (BEP), and national road improvements through the Eastern Indonesia National Roads Improvement Project (EINRIP).
(e)
Will all areas of Indonesia be able to projects funded through these loans? 

Answer

Assuming that the intended question is "Will all areas of Indonesia be able to access or benefit from projects funded through these loans?”:
· Please refer to AusAID's response to Question 99 for more information on the geographic location of EINRIP.
· BEP activities in 2006 will be located in the following provinces: Bali, Gorontalo, Jawa Barat, Jawa Tengah, Jawa Timur, Kalimantan Selatan, Kalimantan Tengarra, Lampung, Maluku, Maluku Utara, Nusa Tengarra Barat, Nusa Tengarra Timur, Sulawesi Barat, Sulawesi Selatan, Sulawesi Tengarra, Sulawesi Utara, Sumatera Selatan.  The location of BEP activities in subsequent years is yet to be determined, in keeping with the flexible programming approach on which BEP is based.
(f)
What percentage of the loans will only go to projects in the tsunami affected areas? 

Answer

Reconstruction projects in tsunami affected areas will be financed with AIPRD grants. AIPRD loans will finance longer-term development projects in other parts of Indonesia. 
(g)
What percentage of these loans will only go to Aceh? 

Answer: See above response.

(h)
What will be the loan payment amount Indonesia will be required to pay when the repayment schedule commences in 2015?
Answer

The Government of Indonesia will be required to repay the principal of the AIPRD loans over forty years, with an initial grace period of ten years, commencing from the date that the loan agreement for each project loan becomes effective. All AIPRD loans are without interest, fees or charges. 

Basic Education Program (BEP)

The BEP Project Loan Agreement is expected to become effective in August 2006. Loan repayments for BEP would commence in 2016 and proceed as follows: 

	Repayment Date
	Repayment amount

(as a % of the withdrawn BEP project loan)
	Repayment amount

(in Australian dollars*)

	On each 1 March and 1 September:
	
	

	commencing 1 September 2016 to and including 1 March 2026
	1%
	$2 million

	commencing 1 September 2026 to and including 1 March 2046
	2%
	$4 million


* 
Assuming that the Government of Indonesia withdraws all of the $200 million in AIPRD loan funding allocated for BEP.

Eastern Indonesia National Roads Improvement Project (EINRIP)
The EINRIP Project Loan Agreement is expected to become effective in mid–2007. Loan repayments for BEP would commence in 2017 and proceed as follows: 

	Repayment Date*
	Repayment amount

(as a % of the withdrawn EINRIP project loan)
	Repayment amount

(in Australian dollars**)

	On each 1 March and 1 September:
	
	

	commencing 1 September 2017 to and including 1 March 2027
	1%
	$3 million

	commencing 1 September 2027 to and including 1 March 2047
	2%
	$6 million


* Assuming that the Government of Indonesia nominates 1 March and 1 September as the semi-annual repayment dates for the EINRIP project loan. 

** Assuming that the Government of Indonesia withdraws all of the $300 million in AIPRD loan funding allocated for EINRIP. 
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		Australia's Official Development Assistance (ODA)

		Energy sector projects,  2004/05  and 2005-06

						2004-05		2005-06

				Activity		Expense		Expense

		A.  Energy activities (general)				($A)		(A)

		(Not allocable by type of energy source)

		Tonga		Ha'apai Development Fund		42,826		0

		Pacific Unallocated		World Bank Sydney Office		55,845		unknown

		Samoa		Power Sector Development Project		0		460,000

		Niue		Power Station Fire Response		0		20,000

		PNG		Gabrami Community Development		2,048		0

		PNG		Paruparu Education Centre Water and Hydro		31,068

		Philippines		Training and Mentorship Program for Endergy Regulators		151,680		0

		East Asia		AAECP III: Energy Policy & Syst Analysis		754,125		1,018,023

		Iraq		Procurement Services for the Electricity Sector Reconstruction Program		800,000		0

		Kenya		Africa Small Activities Scheme (SAS) -  Electrical transmission/distribution		19,764		0

		Sub-total				1,857,356		1,498,023

		B.  Energy activities (renewable energy sources)

		PNG		Solar Power (St John Waseta Parish		6,069		0

		PNG		Paruparu Village Mini Hydro		34,104		0

		PNG		Faseu Ruang Mini Hydro		14,615		0

		Vietnam		Small Activities Scheme (Use of biomass)		32,277		unknown

		Sub-total				87,065		0

		C.  Energy activities (non-renewable energy sources)

		Nauru		Support to oil-fired power		3,618,000		6,300,000

		Tonga		Ha'apai Electrification Project (Oil-fired power plants)		58,953		969

		Kiribati		Strengthen Public Utilities Board		15,968		0

		Solomon Islands		Repaair Infrastructure and Strengthen Operational Capability		2,431,436		194,787

		Philippines		IAEA Australia Nat. Safeguards Training		62,333		62,333

		Thailand		IAEA Australia Nat. Safeguards Training		62,333		62,333

		Vietnam		IAEA Australia Nat. Safeguards Training		62,352		62,352

		World Unallocated		Support to IAEA		2,000,000		2,000,000

		World Unallocated		IAEA Fellowships		830,500		0

		Sub-total				9,141,875		8,682,774

		TOTAL:  ALL ENERGY AID ACTIVITIES				11,086,296		10,180,797






