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Outcome 1 - Early Childhood 
 
DEEWR Question No. EW0443_12 
 
Senator Nash asked on 1/06/2011, Hansard page 109. 
 
Question 
 
Qualifications of Child Care Workers 
 
Ms Taylor: Yes, but overall it will certainly lift the ability of people to be qualified. That 
recognition of prior learning is Certificate III diploma and advanced diploma. There are also 
grants of up to $1,125 for workers in regional and remote areas to be able to access 
recognition of prior learning. There are a number of previous initiatives, such as TAFE fee 
waivers, to encourage people to take up qualifications in the TAFE sector, and that ranges 
from Certificate III to diploma and advanced diploma. We have some exact numbers on all of 
the various sectors and the numbers of child-care workers who have a qualification. Those 
numbers are increasing. If you would like those numbers, I can take that on notice.  
Senator NASH: That would be really useful. 
 
Answer 
 
Qualifications levels of child care workers by type of service are published in the 2010 
National Early Childhood Education and Care Workforce Census report which was released 
on 29 June 2011. 
 

Below is a table from the Census report which provides information on the highest level of 
qualification of paid contact staff for the various service types. The full report can be found at 
http://www.deewr.gov.au/Earlychildhood/Pages/NationalWorkforceCensus.aspx .  
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Acronym legend 
ECEC Early Childhood Education and Care 
FDC Family day care 
IHC In home care 
LDC Long day care 
OCC Occasional care 
OSHC Outside school hours care 
PS Preschool 
VAC Vacation care 
 
 
 


